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          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Good afternoon,

          3  ladies and gentlemen, sorry to be a little tardy but

          4  we were trying to give time for the panelists to be

          5  here, some are a little delayed, but I think we have

          6  sufficient members on the panel for us to commence

          7  this most important hearing.

          8                 My name is Lloyd Henry, Chairman of

          9  the Council's Subcommittee on Immigration. And once

         10  again, I should like to welcome you to the Council

         11  of the City of New York and especially to this

         12  hearing.

         13                 Last August I introduced in the City,

         14  New York City Council, a resolution commemorating

         15  the anniversary of "Zigeuner", wherein the murder of

         16  the largest number of Roma, commonly referred to as

         17  Gypsies, was perpetrated at Auschwitz in 1944. In

         18  all, scholars estimate that at least 400,000 Rom

         19  were massacred in the "Great Devouring" by Nazi

         20  forces during World War II.

         21                 Today, we seek to expand our limited

         22  understanding of Rom history and culture, as well as

         23  the overwhelming burden of prejudice and persistent

         24  persecution that this community has endured for

         25  nearly a thousand years.
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          2                 In doing so, we also hope to explore

          3  ways of overcoming this pattern of prejudice against

          4  the Romani people and enhance their opportunities

          5  for a firmer and more mutually beneficial

          6  relationship between Rom culture and the wider

          7  society.

          8                 To assist us in this effort, we are

          9  privileged to have as our principal witnesses a

         10  panel of distinguished scholars and advocates who

         11  are considered by many to be among the world's

         12  leading experts on Rom.

         13                 The presence of these international

         14  scholars will enable us to understand not only the

         15  uniqueness of Rom but also to avoid many of the

         16  mistakes made in the past by others less sensitive

         17  to the historical experience and reality of Rom.

         18                 Throughout the centuries, the Rom

         19  have borne the weight of virtually every form of

         20  discrimination directed at any group within the

         21  human family, including genocide, slavery, forced

         22  migration, religious discrimination, cultural and

         23  linguistic discrimination, discrimination in housing

         24  and employment and forced assimilation.

         25                 Today, in Eastern Europe, Roma are
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          2  being systematically denied the protection of many

          3  governments in the face of renewed attacks neo-Nazi

          4  elements. Oppressive acts against the Romani peoples

          5  of Eastern Europe include lynchings, forced

          6  evictions, arson attacks and forced labor in the

          7  clearing of minefileds.

          8                 The Lawyers' Committee for Roma

          9  Rights and Recognition estimates that there are some

         10  60,000 Rom living in New York City and as many as 1

         11  million in the United States of America.

         12                 According to Mr. Lawrence Otway,

         13  Director of the Committee, and I quote him, "Rom

         14  face a host of challenges created by the uniqueness

         15  of their culture and the almost universal nature of

         16  the discrimination against them, as well as their

         17  cultural adaptation to that discrimination."

         18                 We are grateful that Mr. Otway, who

         19  is among our panel of distinguished experts, for his

         20  invaluable assistance in organizing today's academic

         21  colloquium to address these issues.

         22                 In a moment, I shall ask Mr. Otway to

         23  comment briefly on the significance of today's

         24  hearing, and to introduce our panel of scholars and

         25  advocates. Each of our panelists will make a formal
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          2  presentation, after which we will entertain

          3  questions from persons in the audience who have

          4  registered their interest in this regard.

          5                 In the interest of time, no more than

          6  one question will be permitted per person, except at

          7  the discretion of the Chair or at the invitation of

          8  a panelist.

          9                 For the record, please remember to

         10  state your name and organizational affiliation

         11  before asking your question. You may also present a

         12  brief description of your organization and its work

         13  if you are inclined to do so.

         14                 Once again, I thank you for your

         15  interest and participation and welcome you to the

         16  New York City Council with the traditional greeting,

         17  and I hope that I can get it right, Das Baxtlaj,

         18  good fortune to you all.

         19                 And before I introduce Mr. Otway to

         20  you, I should like firstly to introduce Council

         21  Member Una Clarke, who has a vested interest in this

         22  Committee and what we have been about over the past

         23  years, and who has given, you know, her time and

         24  energy in this respect. Also, Mr. Carl Smith, who is

         25  the Counsel to the Subcommittee in Immigration.  And
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          2  Nathan Riley, who is the Police Analyst. Mr. Vaughn

          3  Tony, who is the Chief of Staff. Mr. Hugh Hamilton,

          4  who is the Legislative Aid. Ms. Bernice Spitzer, who

          5  is representing Communications. And also Carmine,

          6  our Sergeant-At-Arms.

          7                 Welcome again, and I should now like

          8  to turn you over to Mr. Otway for brief comments.

          9                 MR. OTWAY: Thank you very much,

         10  Councilman Henry. And we are very honored to be here

         11  before a body which was so instrumental in helping

         12  to end apartheid in South Africa and recognizing the

         13  history of progressive legislation that the City

         14  Council has been involved in.

         15                 Let me actually before I start

         16  introduce the panel. Starting at the end, Joy Kanwar

         17  is a law student at Vermont Law School who has done

         18  a study of the Romani Kris, the courts of Rom here

         19  in the United States.

         20                 Sani Rafati, is a Rom from Kosovo,

         21  who has been an extraordinary one-man force in

         22  helping to -- two-man force, excuse me -- to help

         23  call the world's attention to the ongoing ethnic

         24  cleansing of Roma and Kosovo, as well as Roma rights

         25  throughout Eastern Europe.
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          2                 Dr. David Crowe, is a world renown

          3  accepted authority on Eastern European history, and

          4  especially the history of Eastern Europe and Russian

          5  Roma.

          6                 George Kaslov is a Krisitori. He is a

          7  judge within the courts of the Roma community, and

          8  is the US representative to the International Roma

          9  Federation, which is a class to NGO at the United

         10  Nations concerning the rights of Roma.

         11                 The majority of the world's nations

         12  are settled and territorial.  This has been the end

         13  result of territorial nations coming upon and

         14  conquering nations who believed in stewardship of

         15  land rather than ownership of land.

         16                 Today the norms of what constitutes

         17  the concept of nation is determined by concepts such

         18  as occupation of land. This has caused tremendous

         19  challenges for regional and nomadic nations.

         20  Generally when dealing with the differences between

         21  the cultural priorities of settled and nomadic

         22  nations, settled nations attempt to force nomadic

         23  people to adopt the cultural norms of settled

         24  peoples.

         25                 Often, I am told in one case, Indians
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          2  have come into the modern world, or in another,

          3  gypsies have to come into the modern world. Somehow

          4  because territorial people have uprooted and

          5  dominated original nations, ownership of the present

          6  is presumed and the living cultural of nomads and

          7  original people is relegated to history, as if this

          8  destruction of a people's culture is a prerogative

          9  of progress.

         10                 The fact that a people are conquered,

         11  oppressed or encapsulated, does not mean that they

         12  are relic of the past. The conquered, oppressed and

         13  encapsulated are contemporary societies, from the

         14  Yanomani of the Amazon, to the Roma of Kosovo, all

         15  the cultures of the earth are modern cultures.

         16                 The majority community owes them at

         17  the very least acknowledgment of their survival

         18  right to exist in the present and into the future.

         19                 But all too often, people who live by

         20  laws and concepts foreign to territorial nations are

         21  given the choice of assimilation or marginalization.

         22                 However, if we examine the history of

         23  forced assimilation, we see that there are few

         24  successful models. Obvious parallels emerge between

         25  the wrongs done to original nations on this
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          2  continent and the Roma in Europe. Both suffered

          3  programmatic forced assimilation and the destruction

          4  of institutions of self-government.

          5                 In the early part of this century,

          6  often well-meaning progressives believed that native

          7  people in the United States and Canada must put

          8  aside their cultures and political traditions and

          9  become American.

         10                 Missionaries were assigned to native

         11  communities and the children removed to boarding

         12  schools where they were forcibly inculturated into

         13  Euro-American culture.

         14                 There are many stories about the

         15  tenacity of native culture in resisting this

         16  programmatic assimilation which was termed

         17  termination by legal historians.

         18                 I can quote legal scholars to

         19  describe the wrongs done and the damages of forced

         20  assimilation, however, I think the most direct way

         21  to express the wrongs of termination is to tell you

         22  a story.

         23                 I heard this story from Justice Mary

         24  Winne, who was addressing a remark by Attorney

         25  General Janet Reno at Harvard Law School. Attorney
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          2  General Janet Reno had suggested that the ways to

          3  end alcoholism, drug addiction and crime on Indian

          4  reserves was for Indian nations to accept non-native

          5  police officers, new courts and jails. Justice Winne

          6  stood up and addressed Ms. Reno saying:

          7                 "Once upon a time, Ms. Reno, Geese

          8  flew in a V, the spirit of the sky looked down and

          9  said, that is sloppy, that is not the way to do

         10  things. If you fly in a straight line you will have

         11  one apparent leader and that leader will break the

         12  air for all of the Geese behind him, and the Geese

         13  said, no, we have always flown in a V because none

         14  of us is too strong to be that leader all the time,

         15  and as the leader weakens another could take his

         16  place in the V, and the spirit of the sky said,

         17  don't argue with me, just follow me and I will show

         18  you how to do it. And the Geese took off in a

         19  straight line, and the Eagle looked down and said,

         20  hmm, dinner, came up behind the last goose and ate

         21  his way to the spirit of the sky. And the spirit of

         22  the sky landed and the creator said, where are my

         23  geese? And the spirit of the sky said, I didn't do

         24  anything to your geese, it was the Eagle.

         25                 Ms. Reno, you are saying I didn't do
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          2  anything to your native peoples, it was alcoholism,

          3  it is crime, it is drug addiction, and you offer

          4  that we should continue to follow you by building

          5  jails, when instead we need sweat lodges, we need to

          6  return to flying in the V that we have always flown

          7  in."

          8                 We can deal with the many challenges

          9  in these up and coming hearings that you will learn

         10  about regarding the Roma in New York by attempting

         11  to make the Roma fly in our straight line and repeat

         12  the mistakes of termination.

         13                 Already social services attempts to

         14  force Roma children into school, often resulting in

         15  forced migration for Roma in the United States.

         16                 Or, on the other hand, we could ask

         17  the Roma to help us understand how they have flown

         18  for a thousand years. We can work in partnership

         19  with the institutions of government that exist

         20  within the Roma community to create a new road of

         21  opportunity, and when we begin to understand how

         22  they fly, we can help to develop resources within

         23  their community, to help them to fly more

         24  successfully with us into this new century that we

         25  will enter soon.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Before we proceed,

          3  I should like to again welcome Council Member Clarke

          4  and entertain a few comments from her.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Let me thank

          6  you, Mr. Chairman, for all of your efforts on all of

          7  the communities of interest to immigration and the

          8  work that you set yourself to do, and certainly as

          9  you look at this nation and all of its peoples who

         10  have come from different places at different times

         11  that we give them both the respect, the life and the

         12  energy to express themselves the same way we fight

         13  to express ourselves and to make sure that this

         14  nation understands that our cultures may be

         15  different, but the strength and energy that we bring

         16  to build this one nation is good for all to be at

         17  the table at the same time so united strength is

         18  what will count.

         19                 And so I thank you for your work, and

         20  I thank you for the education that you will give us

         21  today concerning the Roma people. I will probably

         22  not be at all of the hearing because I speak -- I am

         23  chair of People with Disabilities, and I have one of

         24  those ceremonies to do for one of the graduating

         25  class of people with disabilities at Borough Hall,
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          2  but I wanted to come in to identify with and to give

          3  my encouragement and support to what will happen

          4  here today.

          5                 So, I thank you, Mr. Chairman.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: I thank you, too,

          7  for your presence and for your comments and

          8  continued interest.

          9                 In order Mr. Otway will now introduce

         10  the other members of the panel.

         11                 MR. OTWAY: Yes, our next speaker is

         12  George Kaslov, who again is the Co-Director of the

         13  Lawyers' Committee for Roma Rights and Recognition,

         14  and is a Krisitori or Judge in the Roma courts.

         15                 MR. KASLOV: Thank you, Larry.

         16                 I would like to really take one

         17  minute to thank all City Council members that are

         18  present here and the opportunity that they have

         19  given us. And I would also like to thank all of the

         20  panel members who have been invited here.

         21                 We come before this governing body to

         22  create a liaison between an ancient traditional

         23  government and a young and progressive government.

         24                 We do not ask for special rights, we

         25  only ask that you accept us as we are and have been
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          2  for over ten centuries.

          3                 We have been pushed out of every

          4  place we have sought to remain. Today, in Leesville

          5  and Baysburg Counties in South Carolina the law

          6  clearly states gypsies are prohibited in the county.

          7  Such laws are becoming rare, however, our traditions

          8  grew up in a world where such laws as this were the

          9  rule, not the exception.

         10                 In every generation we have been the

         11  victims of genocide. We were enslaved for centuries

         12  due to our race and skills as metal workers. In

         13  1864, with the end of all slavery we became subject

         14  to discrimination of all kinds, including the most

         15  blatant racial profiling by police. This results in

         16  forced migration to escape discrimination or forced

         17  assimilation.

         18                 As a result, we have withdrawn onto

         19  our own traditions, we have our courts, we have our

         20  own councils and have been self-governing for

         21  hundreds of years before the United States came to

         22  be.

         23                 Our laws are profoundly felt. The

         24  instance of murder among Rom society is so

         25  statistically rare that it is non-existent. We do
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          2  not rape, sell drugs or tolerate the other social

          3  ills that are often the by-product of

          4  marginalization. There is nothing special about our

          5  birth which makes this so, it flows from our laws

          6  and courts.

          7                 If, as in parts of Europe, the United

          8  States destroys our tradition of self-government, I

          9  know some of us will fall into the bad ways that in

         10  every marginalized community resort to. We are

         11  simply insisting that the best of our

         12  accomplishments be preserved. Every aspect of our

         13  life is different from yours. We experience the

         14  world through a series of spiritual traditions which

         15  give meaning to every action and every object.

         16                 In our culture we have a strong moral

         17  and ethical tradition, one we observe and cherish.

         18  We rely on strong families, extended families who

         19  teach our children to maintain ourselves and our

         20  traditions despite the hostility shown to us. Our

         21  families have sometimes kept our children out of

         22  school, because of fear of our host societies made

         23  it unthinkable for us to try and explain to

         24  governments why we avoid close contact with

         25  outsiders.
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          2                 We hope to modify this tradition. We

          3  would try to help you understand our world and we

          4  can try and understand yours. It is a necessity, as

          5  few care about us in other nations, where we are

          6  being killed in events of ethnic cleansing. We can

          7  only help our families overseas by entering the

          8  mainstream here; however, we cannot enter the

          9  mainstream as deja (phonetic) non-Rom. We were

         10  intended from our creator to be Rom and we must be

         11  true to who we are.

         12                 What we hope is that the United

         13  States, and especially the City of New York can

         14  break with the history of oppression and exclusion.

         15  We have a middle man economy, as has been described

         16  by sociologist Marlene Sway. We are masters of

         17  taking things of little value and finding use for

         18  them. Buying and selling is part of our existence,

         19  we therefore propose that we can help those of our

         20  nation in Eastern Europe by way of this tradition.

         21                 Most Rom and former communist nations

         22  have skills in production jobs. After the fall of

         23  communism, they were thrown out of their jobs. I

         24  propose that an American Rom community allowed to

         25  exist in the light of the mainstream can provide raw
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          2  materials to our sisters and brothers in Europe and

          3  provide markets for finished goods in the United

          4  States. This would place an economic barrier between

          5  Roma and genocide, as the economically expendable

          6  are of the first victims.

          7                 I hope in the coming months and years

          8  a partnership will come about to help us set out on

          9  a new road in the next century, a road that will

         10  still be our own, but one where we can be good

         11  neighbors and friends with the non-Roma communities

         12  we are living in. I know New York as the most

         13  probable place to begin this process.

         14                 MR. OTWAY: Our next presenter will be

         15  Sani Rafati, who has recently returned from Kosovo,

         16  who is going to present a talk about the ongoing

         17  ethnic cleansing there.

         18                 MR. RAFATI: (Difficult to discern due

         19  to dialect) I would like to thank the Councilman and

         20  Larry also, and hopefully you would come the second

         21  time with the history just like South Africa and get

         22  some -- keep going with the life and the struggle,

         23  because this is, as my experience especially from

         24  this last trip to Kosovo, this is like world

         25  struggle, it is not only with Roma, and I thank you
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          2  for the invitation.

          3                 I would like to start with some

          4  articles that I wrote three years ago, and hopefully

          5  some of you would understand me. And having been in

          6  this country almost six years, I will try to do my

          7  best to be clear as much I can (sic).

          8                 So, my name is Sani, and I am Rom.

          9  Rom means human being or person or man, Romi is for

         10  woman. In Romani language, the Native American, also

         11  they call themselves actually in Native-American

         12  language Cheroke and Harpe call themselves as a

         13  human being.

         14                 So, I am not gypsy, and I do not

         15  strongly consider myself as a gypsy. So the term

         16  "gypsy" stands from the peoples' ignorance when we

         17  were mistaken for gypsies. Gypsy is an inaccurate

         18  term for Roma, plural of Rom.

         19                 Roma moved from the East Indian

         20  region of Tanja (phonetic) during the 12th century,

         21  through the Persian Gulf, Egypt, Turkey, and spread

         22  all over Europe. Suffice it to say that being Rom is

         23  not about belonging to a country or piece of land,

         24  it is culture, it is language, it is tradition, it

         25  is hundreds of years of oppression, oppression and
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          2  depression, and I am sure that many Roma can't even

          3  come out and say openly that I am Rom without fear

          4  of repercussions or people counting their silver

          5  before we leave. So, unfortunately, I won't play you

          6  a sad song on my violin, and I do not have bandana,

          7  as you can see. I do not have golden tooth, I do not

          8  have long hair or a golden hoop on my ear, I am just

          9  trying to speak up for my people Roma, who most of

         10  you know as gypsy, and they are stereotypes.

         11                 Having we don't have so much time, I

         12  would like to start with a slide projector and in

         13  that case we have more vision of what is going on

         14  with Roma in Kosovo, so probably the picture is

         15  going to speak much more clearly than me.

         16                 So, just a second, please.

         17                 (Slide presentation.)

         18                 MR. RAFATI: Sorry for the delay, some

         19  technical problems. Actually, I should go back.

         20                 This is one of the recipients who

         21  received the humanitarian aid, so these are all, as

         22  you can see, mostly who are left in my neighborhood.

         23  This is the neighborhood where I grew up 27 years.

         24  It is all the people, women and men, and very small

         25  kids and teenagers, because all what is ready to be
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          2  in the military force, they escape, all over the

          3  Western Europe young countries and seek asylum.

          4                 So, as you can see in the back of the

          5  people is the firewood that me and my wife did some

          6  fundraising here in the United States to help

          7  people, and we managed to help somewhere around 200

          8  families with flour and firewood, some medicine and

          9  somewhere like seven luggages of winter clothes

         10  mainly for kids. So these are some of the

         11  recipients.

         12                 This is the flour where we got in the

         13  depot. That is my brother who is loading the 110

         14  pounds bag of flour for the recipients that we

         15  managed to give there and distributed somewhere

         16  around ten towns of the flour.  That is my older

         17  brother.

         18                 This is a very good friend of mine,

         19  and my helper. He is a teacher of history, and he

         20  works in the book shop in shipping and receiving,

         21  and he was also fired a couple years ago in order to

         22  leave a place for the Serbian refugees.

         23                 The lady on your left of the screen

         24  is one of the recipients and her son was in the

         25  Serbian military and now he is mentally ill.
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          2                 This is how we managed to distribute

          3  the flour in the wheelbarrows to the families. These

          4  are some of the recipients on the back of, as you

          5  can see the tractors loaded full with the flour.

          6  This is how it looked, full chock of fire wood. This

          7  is one of my biggest inspirations. She helped a lot.

          8  She is my partner and she is the one who is really

          9  wonderful.

         10                 We managed to distribute somewhere

         11  around four tracks which is like 50 square meters of

         12  firewood, and we distributed it to 50 neediest ones,

         13  because it is family, I know because I grew up

         14  there, and before to go to make a trip to Kosovo and

         15  I had to make the decision, I have to treat

         16  everybody fair and equally, if one gets one bag of

         17  flour, everybody is going to get one bag of flour.

         18  Because now further you will see my family, my

         19  brothers and mother and friends and neighbors and my

         20  classmates, they were constantly right in my face

         21  and telling me, Sani, did you forget me? I need your

         22  help. I said, I am sorry, that is all what you can

         23  get. The level of desperation is just incredible.

         24                 This is one of the recipients, her

         25  husband died in the fronts, now Serbs and Albanians
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          2  doing, KLA is kidnapping Romany people and trying to

          3  force them to fight along together against the

          4  Serbian oppression, because KLA considers strongly

          5  Moslem, because Albanians are also having to live in

          6  Moslem, and they think strongly that they should

          7  fight together against the Serbs aggression.

          8                 But on the other hand, the Serbian

          9  government comes overnight and into the Romany

         10  houses and took all what is ready to be soldier and

         11  literally forced them to go and put them in the

         12  fronts to fight against Albanians.

         13                 By the way, in the former Yugoslavia

         14  this is a very known phenomenon because all sides

         15  did it, such as (phonetic) Tuchman, Alies,

         16  Bachelrige, Matchowia and now KLA is doing.

         17                 So, these are the people who are 1.2

         18  million of former Yugoslavia, we don't hear never in

         19  the newspaper, God forbid if mentioned in the

         20  wonderful media or on the screens. So, these are the

         21  people who are suffering and dying and genocide is

         22  still going in spite of even today, this is the 21st

         23  century. That is how we manage to measure one square

         24  meter, we just pile it in height one meter and then

         25  we would measure one meter in width, so recipients
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          2  would get one square meter. That is how we

          3  distributed it to their houses, with wheelbarrow.

          4  Two lots of this wheelbarrow makes one square meter.

          5                 So, some of the people did manage to

          6  bring it by hands.

          7                 This woman, she has three kids that

          8  are left in Western Europe and this very moment she

          9  was in such a desperate situation because her kids

         10  cannot send money, not even any bank or any kind of

         11  institution, nobody works with Kosovo or Serbia so

         12  they are not even able to wire the money through the

         13  banks, even though they are living in a very

         14  modernized in western European countries, but nobody

         15  wants to deal in Kosovo with the people and this is

         16  the lady who didn't have nothing to eat and she is

         17  literally crying on my shoulders.

         18                 This is one other recipient, also his

         19  kids, three of them, left the country, they escaped

         20  from the war. This is just after the next day, this

         21  distribution took us like two days, this is the

         22  third day and this is the traditional way of getting

         23  the fire wood, with the horses.

         24                 This is how people, this is a

         25  circular saw, that is how they cut it and make it
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          2  ready for stove.

          3                 This is the splitting of the wood,

          4  chopping.

          5                 That is how it look, the stove. This

          6  is my mother's house, that is the house where I grew

          7  up 27 years. This is our traditional bath. That is

          8  how people live there. To have warm water in, like

          9  it is such a luxurious thing, as you can see it is

         10  the very old fashioned way of doing the things.

         11                 This is my son in the middle and my

         12  wife on the left trying to adapt into this

         13  situation. That is how it look, stove, that is how

         14  people cook on the stove, that is how people eat

         15  there.

         16                 This is my mom, and as you can see in

         17  the back above the stove, you have the cloth that

         18  are getting dried, because if you have firewood

         19  literally there, you have life. And there was

         20  really, really cold, minus 20 Celsius, minus four

         21  Fahrenheit.

         22                 This is one of the Serbian youngster.

         23  As you can see on his left hip he is carrying a gun

         24  openly in the public places. The Serbs or Albanians,

         25  they are openly going with their guns and it is just
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          2  incredible style of life because this is a Romany

          3  pub and we were there, me, Carol, my wife and my son

          4  and there were some other Romany kids and this is

          5  usually the hang-out, the Roma are hanging, because

          6  if they go in the streets they are terrorized by KLA

          7  and they are very intimidated by Serb, because from

          8  the moment also when it is coming dark, everybody

          9  stays at home, and this is the only hang-out. And

         10  when Roma alone in this pub and you can see how the

         11  ambience is so different, but from the very moment

         12  when Albanian comes in or Serb, ambience change

         13  incredibly. As a matter of fact, some of the Romany

         14  kids are immediately leaving the place.

         15                 This is the family that left before

         16  the war. This is a vacant house, and this very same

         17  family is killed in 1995 by the Skinheads, they seek

         18  asylum in Germany and this is their old home.

         19                 This is how it look, the Serbian or

         20  Albanian buildings. As you can see, those are also

         21  the people who are mostly receiving the help from

         22  NGL, so you just name it, a lot of NGLs there, Red

         23  Cross, UNHCR and Mother Theresa, Caritas, World

         24  Vision, doctors with other borders, but if you

         25  mention one word about Roma, everybody is going to
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          2  literally -- I mean, they are shock if they hear,

          3  why are you asking about them? Why? They don't need

          4  -- it looks like they don't need help.

          5                 This is the very same Serbian boss

          6  who works in the book shop with a very good friend

          7  of mine, that is his three-story house.

          8                 This is my mother's house. This is

          9  one of the unfinished Albanian business, because

         10  1968 to 1987, Albanian rule in the country and this

         11  is, as you can see, all of these houses are built

         12  from the minerals from Kosovo.

         13                 Kosovo is -- in the former Yugoslavia

         14  Kosovo used to be in Europe the second exporter in

         15  Europe and the world with actually New York, such as

         16  gold, silver, cadmium, copper, lead and zinc, and

         17  then I hear the news about Kosovo, it looks like

         18  nothing there worth to fight for, but it is.

         19                 So, this is one of the restrooms of

         20  the Romany families. This is one of Albanian's

         21  houses. Some of these Albanian houses, believe it or

         22  not, they are receiving help from the NGLs, because

         23  they learn English overnight and they learn how from

         24  various help coming from.

         25                 This is one of the other toilet of
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          2  the Romany families.

          3                 This is one of the Turkish houses.

          4  These are the kids, as you can see it is really cold

          5  in there and look how they are dressed. This is

          6  another kid from the neighborhood, she doesn't have

          7  even socks on.

          8                 These are brothers and sisters, their

          9  living is from the garbage containers. They are

         10  getting cardboard, plastic and at the end of the day

         11  they are going to sell that in order to buy bread to

         12  feed their numerous families that are nine members.

         13                 That is how they are dressed, Romany

         14  kids, children. This is after when we delivered our

         15  clothes, this is one of the recipients. These are

         16  also one of the recipients, the kids we donated

         17  seven luggages of warm winter clothes to the kids.

         18                 This is one of the occupation of

         19  Roma. This is another occupation of the children.

         20  That is how they are making their living. And

         21  believe it or not, three or four buildings behind

         22  these buildings is OSCE, which is known as

         23  Organization for the Security and Consulation of

         24  Europe, with William Walker.

         25                 This is one of the humanitarian
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          2  four-wheel drive aid which is mainly going to help

          3  Albanians. This is World Vision, they are from Great

          4  Britain. And this is UNHTR, as you can see they are

          5  filling the four-wheel drive with the bread to send

          6  to their Albanian families and where is the actual

          7  fighting.

          8                 So, this is literally one of the main

          9  roads, and everything or 15 minutes, you have

         10  four-wheel drive driving all the time next to these

         11  kids, and God forbid if they think just to drop one

         12  loaf of bread for these kids.

         13                 And now, after these slides, I am

         14  wondering what is the future of these people, if

         15  when they go to school they are literally stopped by

         16  KLA and threatened because they feel they shouldn't

         17  go into the Serbian schools. In those 20 years in

         18  Albanian schooling, they were going to the Albanian

         19  schools, and now Serbs -- from 1987 Serbs took over

         20  the region and now Romany kids has to transfer, we

         21  don't even have our schools, and I don't know what

         22  is the future of our kids.

         23                 So, I hope picture told everything

         24  and the need of Roma is really, really enormous.

         25  This is just one chunk of the former Yugoslavia, who
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          2  knows what is happening in Bosnia, who knows what is

          3  happening in other parts of former Yugoslavia, and

          4  who knows what even happen in modern Western

          5  European countries, because most of us Roma who went

          6  to exile, they don't even present themselves as Roma

          7  because they are afraid to admit to the people that

          8  they are Roma because of the bigotry and what is

          9  going on towards them. This is going on for

         10  centuries, from very, very first appearance of Roma

         11  in European land.

         12                 So, please, we need help.

         13                 Thank you for your attention.

         14                 MR. OTWAY: Next we have Joy Kanwar,

         15  who is going to speak about the institutions of

         16  self-government of the Rom here in the United

         17  States, which we are hoping can become more

         18  mainstream so that we can help provide aid, just as

         19  Sani has shown you, that so many organizations are

         20  bypassing the Rom, so we are trying to more

         21  mainstream American Rom.

         22                 Joy.

         23                 MS. KANWAR: Thanks. I think my notes

         24  are popping up in the projector right there. I was

         25  just going to get those back. Today I am talking
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          2  basically about Roma law in the United States. I am

          3  a law student from Vermont Law School --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Could you again,

          5  for the record, please identify yourself?

          6                 MS. KANWAR: Yes.

          7                 My name is Joy Kanwar, and I am a law

          8  student in my last year at Vermont Law School. And

          9  basically what I have written about or I have

         10  studied somewhat is Roma law in the United States.

         11                 Romania is the name of Roma law

         12  basically, it has been carried for a thousand years

         13  by Roma and Roma-related people in their travels.

         14  The earliest recorded history of Roma law began

         15  about a thousand years ago with the movement of Roma

         16  people out of Northern India, and the slow migration

         17  westward into the Middle East and then into Europe.

         18                 The particular law that we are

         19  talking about in the United States is the law that

         20  was developed during 500 years of slavery in

         21  Romania. Not a lot of people know that there was

         22  this enslavement for 500 years but it is quite a

         23  period of time. It was long enough, in fact, for the

         24  Romanian Village Council system which is like a City

         25  Council type of thing to influence Roma law, so
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          2  while you will find Roma-related groups around the

          3  world that use different forms of dispute

          4  resolution, there is a very particular type that has

          5  come to the United States, and can be found from

          6  coast to coast.

          7                 The studies that I have done

          8  basically, there is some field work, I work with

          9  George and Larry both, but a lot of it is based on

         10  anthropological data, on sociological data and also

         11  on law review articles. As a law student I was

         12  particularly interested in Roma law.

         13                 What is particularly interesting I

         14  think is how little non-Roma people know about this

         15  legal system. It is so important to Roma, you know,

         16  the every day workings of a Roma family that it is

         17  amazing how little we know about it. I think part of

         18  that is probably a protective mechanism from so many

         19  years of persecution. I am sure if you know

         20  something about the persecution you know about how

         21  many people were lost in the Holocaust, but just

         22  basically from the time of migration to different

         23  countries there has just been a horrific history and

         24  I think probably part of our not knowing very much

         25  is a protective mechanism.  But I think that knowing
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          2  some about it is important because it helps to

          3  understand what a close knit society we are talking

          4  about here. If you know that there are gypsies,

          5  which is really a pejorative term, but gypsies in

          6  this country at all, I think you pretty much hear

          7  negative things, if you know anything about them,

          8  and that is something that we would like to debunk.

          9  These are just stories that have been perpetuated by

         10  ignorance really, but not really knowing very much.

         11                 The three areas that I looked at the

         12  most were a ritual code of purity, and basically

         13  what we are talking about there is something kind of

         14  similar to other religions have certain foods that

         15  can't be eaten, nor certain ways of dress, or that

         16  kind of thing, the ritual purity we are talking

         17  about here is that Roma code that dictates where,

         18  how you perceive things and how you relate with

         19  objects and with other people.

         20                 While we might think nothing of

         21  sitting on that table over there, or sitting right

         22  up here on this counter, that is really a horrible

         23  thing to do in Roma society because you are,

         24  basically you are circumventing the codes of nature

         25  by taking a lower part of your body and putting it
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          2  on an area that is made for a higher part of the

          3  body.

          4                 Now, it seems kind of cryptic, it

          5  seems like an unusual thing, you can't put a hat on

          6  a seat, for example, because you are mixing up those

          7  codes again. You can't wash your skirts with your,

          8  you know blouses because you are mixing things up

          9  again. But just understanding that there are these

         10  very particular codes helps understand very much why

         11  things happen sometimes like they do. If a young

         12  Roma youth is stopped for some reason and is

         13  threatened with jail, there is no way that young

         14  person will want to go to a non -- you know, to a

         15  non-Roma facility like that just because you would

         16  be so close to a toilet, which is just, you cannot

         17  have your bed so close to a toilet, that is just

         18  against nature, you know, that is against the rules

         19  of God.

         20                 I live in this, just the larger

         21  society, and I don't particularly, I am a non-Roma

         22  myself, if you don't know those things, it is really

         23  -- it explains a lot of why there is such an

         24  apprehension about certain things. You start to

         25  understand some of these codes that are so deeply
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          2  held, you can't just explain, well, it is not really

          3  -- there are no germs there, it is cleaned properly

          4  and bla-bla-bla, that doesn't really change the fact

          5  that this is against nature. Those are codes of

          6  ritual purity that have to be understood.

          7                 The second thing I looked at was

          8  economic survival, which is crucial, it is critical.

          9  It is from coast to coast to the United States, all

         10  the way up to Canada, every Roma person knows where

         11  other Roma are living. There is a map that is

         12  overlaid over our United States map that we can't

         13  see, none of us can see, because it is a map that

         14  says this is where other people like us are living,

         15  we want to respect other people's space, we want to

         16  respect other people's ability to make money and to

         17  survive economically. Part of what is really

         18  important in the Roma community is self-reliance, is

         19  being able to make money and to support your family,

         20  that is an ability given to anyone, even in your

         21  little ways you can do that. So, it is really

         22  supported very strongly.

         23                 So, if you have a place on St. Marks,

         24  for example, you are not going to have another Roma

         25  business doing the same thing on the same block
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          2  because it is a code of honor that is understood

          3  among the Roma people. You don't do that to other

          4  people, and that is another thing that is very

          5  important in the society.

          6                 The third thing is a very strong code

          7  against physical violence against other people. That

          8  is I think quite admirable, but it comes from their

          9  illegal system and from their religion and it

         10  basically says you just don't strike other people.

         11  If you feel strongly or you feel anger coming up

         12  there are ways to work things out.

         13                 All three of these things, the code

         14  of ritual purity, the code of economic survival and

         15  the code against violence are, sometimes disputes

         16  come up that implicate one of these things and what

         17  happens then is there is a very complex and

         18  interesting legal system that has developed in this

         19  country and actually has moved over I guess from the

         20  Romanian Village Council System I was talking about,

         21  moved over to the United States, and is completely

         22  intact and is understood very well, even by law

         23  enforcement in big cities where a lot of Roma

         24  reside.

         25                 My last few comments are that
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          2  basically the system that we are talking about here

          3  is something that is not ignored by the police

          4  officers, for example, and in fact most police

          5  officers who do live in communities with Roma have

          6  learned to work with this system, this legal system

          7  that resolves disputes simply because it is so

          8  effective. It is so effective that the crime rates

          9  for Roma people are just -- violent crimes are

         10  pretty much non-existent, but even other crimes that

         11  circumvent our legal system and not the Roma legal

         12  system, those things are quickly brought to the

         13  attention of law enforcement and are in fact given

         14  back to the Roma people to work out in their own

         15  system, and what would be wonderful in the future in

         16  our effort to make Roma people more accepted in this

         17  society and more I guess just understood and given

         18  the same rights as other minorities in other just

         19  people in the society, is that it changed from an

         20  informal system of understanding their legal

         21  principles to something more formalized, and looking

         22  not at, you know, from precinct to precinct, from

         23  police station to police station because there are

         24  some very -- there is a lot of police brutality

         25  against Roma as well in some precincts, but to move
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          2  closer to something that is a little bit more

          3  formalized, hopefully something moving up to the

          4  State house instead of the precinct.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 MR. OTWAY: Next we have Dr. David

          7  Crowe, whose many accomplishments, one of which is

          8  the finest book I think on the history of Roma

          9  Europe, the history of Gypsies.

         10                 Dr. Crowe.

         11                 DR. CROWE: Oh, thank you.

         12                 First of all, I would like to thank

         13  Dr. Henry and his staff for their vision in holding

         14  these hearings. I think what we are dealing with

         15  here is a universal problem, and I think the nature

         16  of these hearings very much underscores the

         17  universal influence of New York.

         18                 Since we are in New York, I thought I

         19  would begin by telling you about two legal cases I

         20  have been working on that are centered in New York,

         21  and they tend to underscore both contemporary

         22  problems of the Rom, not only in the Eastern Europe

         23  today particularly, but also some of the more

         24  traditional historical problems that have haunted

         25  the Rom over time.
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          2                 First is one that I think many of you

          3  are very well aware of, and that is of course the

          4  Swiss gold. There have been two Swiss gold funds set

          5  up, the second one was a rather large fund, which

          6  has just been approved, of $1.25 billion, and as you

          7  know, much of the court work and distribution is

          8  being done in Brooklyn.

          9                 Twelve percent of that $1.25 billion

         10  is earmarked for non-Jewish victims. One of those

         11  groups is the Rom. And we often, when we talk about

         12  the Holocaust, never talk about the Rom. It is

         13  important to understand that of the two groups

         14  singled out for the final solution, one of those

         15  groups were the Rom, and what that means is that if

         16  the Germans had survived after 1945, their goal was

         17  to make Europe both Jewish-free and Gypsy-free.

         18                 What is sad is that after World War

         19  2, in the Nuremberg Trials, the Rom were never even

         20  mentioned. If you go into the Nuremberg Trial, the

         21  court transcripts you might get one or two notations

         22  and that is it. And this, of course, is the

         23  tradition of the Rom, basically they are pushed to

         24  the margin.

         25                 The second case I worked on is not

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            41

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  going to appear in the press, and it is going on in

          3  New York, and it deals with a young Bulgarian Rom

          4  mother and her daughter who have asked for political

          5  asylum, and I was asked to write a court brief for

          6  this, mainly what is the history of Rom persecution

          7  in Bulgaria, and secondly, what would happen to

          8  these people, these two Rom, if they were sent back

          9  to Bulgaria.

         10                 The history, Bulgaria has one of the

         11  largest Rom communities in Eastern Europe, it is a

         12  very tragic history, which I will overview just in a

         13  moment.

         14                 And my conclusions were that if this

         15  mother and daughter were sent back to Bulgaria,

         16  their lives could not be guaranteed. The threat

         17  against the Rom in countries like Bulgaria and

         18  countries like the Czech Republic, in countries like

         19  Hungary, countries like Romania, it is such that

         20  they could die as a result of gang riots, of police

         21  violence and things of this nature, which is a sad,

         22  sad commentary on the plight of contemporary Roma

         23  who are principally concentrated in Eastern Europe.

         24                 Now, who are these people? We have

         25  had a lot of names thrown around, Gypsy Rom and so
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          2  forth. Let me give you a very brief modest overview,

          3  because I know academics tend to go on and on, I

          4  promise not to be academic.

          5                 First of all, we heard the word

          6  gypsy. We have heard the word Rom. Understand there

          7  actually is a third world, a non-English word, which

          8  is Zigeun and various derivatives of it, that come

          9  from two different root words and I won't go into

         10  that, but basically in English world, the Rom, when

         11  they began in English world they have been called

         12  gypsies, which comes from a misnomer when they

         13  entered Europe in the middle ages from India because

         14  they were dark skinned and initially non-Christian.

         15  The ignorant European peasant in the Balkan simply

         16  said, well, they must be from Egypt, the Middle

         17  East, and so the name Egyptian sort of stuck, and

         18  from that we get gypsies.

         19                 The other word in the non-English

         20  European world, is of course Zigeun, Zigeuner and so

         21  forth, which comes from another word. What is

         22  important about the terms is that both of them are

         23  heavily laden with a lot of stereotypical prejudice.

         24  For example, a gypsy, the word gypt. If in Eastern

         25  Europe I want to insult you, I will call you a
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          2  Zigeun, don't behalf like a Zigeun.

          3                 I was in Bucharest once and the

          4  school teacher brought a group of her children into

          5  this theater to watch a performance, and when they

          6  were misbehaving, as young children often do, she

          7  sort of yelled at them, stop acting like a gypsy.

          8                 So, the reason, the importance of

          9  using the word Rom, Roma, is the fact that it is an

         10  identity of the Roma people themselves. It is very

         11  important to use this term because the traditional

         12  terms are so riddled with prejudice.

         13                 Now, this is a very gifted people,

         14  who when they entered Europe were prized for their

         15  metal craft skills. This is the people for whom no

         16  army would go into the field without Rom metal

         17  smiths and horse specialists, they were so highly

         18  prized.

         19                 This also became the bane of their

         20  existence, because the country in Europe, you might

         21  say is the traditional European homeland of the Rom

         22  is of course Romania. Their skills were so highly

         23  prized in Romania that they were enslaved, as has

         24  already been alluded to. They suffered from the same

         25  horrors of enslavement that you read about in the
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          2  American South prior to the Civil War, and it is

          3  almost deja vu when you read the accounts, very

          4  similar.

          5                 Roma slavery in Romania lasted for

          6  almost five centuries and they were finally

          7  emancipated on paper in 1864, emancipation on paper

          8  and emancipation in reality, as you know, is very

          9  often a very different thing.

         10                 In other parts of Europe,

         11  particularly when we begin to move into what we call

         12  the early modern period, because the Rom were dark

         13  skinned, and as Europe went through various

         14  religious and political upheavals, will find that

         15  legally the Rom begin to be pushed into a forestate

         16  (sic) of nomadism. Laws are passed all over Europe,

         17  about 400 or 500 years ago that forbade any Roma to

         18  settle in a village or a town. And by the time we

         19  get to the 18th and 19th century, it wasn't uncommon

         20  to find road signs set up on the edge of many of the

         21  great empires of Europe saying that if a Rom

         22  pass-through, the first go-around they would be

         23  branded, the second go-around that they enter the

         24  country illegally as a nomad they would be murdered,

         25  they would be hanged.
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          2                 So, what we have when we enter into

          3  modern Europe is a systematic body of universal

          4  prejudice built around glaring stereotypes that are

          5  based more on myth than fact.

          6                 The Rom, when we enter the 20th

          7  century, begin to get the new nations of Europe

          8  emerging, rest at the very lowest ladder of the

          9  socioeconomic ladder of almost all European

         10  societies, because of the traditions of nomadism

         11  which was forced upon them, they are forced to live

         12  on the edge in deep poverty. And deep impoverization

         13  is a constant in the Rom history, even in this

         14  country, even in this City, it is an absolute.

         15                 When you get -- so it is no surprise,

         16  and when we get into the 1920s and 1930s, when we

         17  get into the era of the Holocaust, it will come as

         18  no surprise to anybody that in addition to Nazi

         19  policy towards the Jews, which they hated deeply,

         20  there were also going to be deep policies of hatred

         21  and mistreatment towards the Rom.

         22                 Now, how did the Nazis differentiate

         23  between the Rom and the Jews? Form the Nazi

         24  perspective, the Rom were asocials, because they

         25  were "a criminal element". What is tragic about this

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            46

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  is after World War 2, when those few brave Roma in

          3  Germany tried to appeal to German courts for

          4  reparations, the German courts after World War 2

          5  fell back on Nazi law and said you were not

          6  genocidal victims, you were not racial victims like

          7  the Jews, you were legal victims, and they simply

          8  backed up Nazi law. And it wasn't until 1962 that

          9  the German Supreme Court finally ruled in favor of

         10  the Rom and said yes, after 1938 you also were

         11  racial victims. Even though we now know that by

         12  1943, two years after the final solution was put in

         13  place for the Jews, the Rom were also included in

         14  the game plan for the final solution, which meant as

         15  I said earlier, that if Nazi Germany had survived in

         16  1945, every Rom in Europe would have been butchered,

         17  as had been the Jews.

         18                 The tragedy of all of this, and of

         19  course the history of the Rom people is just a

         20  history of multiple tragedies. We go to Eastern

         21  Europe where the communists have taken over, where

         22  the bulk of the world's Rom live, what happens

         23  there? The same stereotypes, the same deep-seated

         24  societal prejudice still exist, the deep

         25  impoverization still exists.
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          2                 And in the 1950s and '60s, as the

          3  communist regimes all over Central and Eastern

          4  Europe and the Soviet Union weigh to the fact that

          5  there is this very large growing Roma population

          6  resting at the edge of society economically,

          7  socially and educationally, they decided to do

          8  something to improve their status. And what do they

          9  do? What they do is they decide to adopt harsh

         10  policies of assimilation. And I differentiate here

         11  between assimilation and integration, because to me

         12  they mean two very different things.

         13                 What these communist governments want

         14  to do is force on the Roma policies that will

         15  destroy their cultural traditions, their religious

         16  traditions, their social traditions, and try to make

         17  them good little Czechoslovakians, good little

         18  Romanians and good little Hungarians. With these

         19  polices they tried to destroy the entire cultural

         20  fabric of the Rom community, and they did a very

         21  good job. They did a very good job.

         22                 What happened is that the Rom

         23  couldn't win. On the one hand, there are

         24  improvements. You can't get away from the data,

         25  there are improvements in educational standards,
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          2  employment standards so on and so forth, but what

          3  happens as these destructive policies do begin to

          4  mainstream Roma into these countries, the non-Roma,

          5  the Gadje in these countries, begin to resent the

          6  Rom. They said they are a privileged cast. The

          7  government puts them in housing before us. They are

          8  getting special perks. They are getting special

          9  financial support. And so combine with the

         10  traditional deep-seated hatred of the Roma in

         11  Eastern Europe, there is also a new hatred being

         12  developed on this distorted idea, they are being

         13  given special privileges and special rights.

         14                 When the wall falls in 1989, across

         15  the board in Central and Eastern Europe, a volcanic

         16  eruption of deep-seated historic anti-Roma feeling

         17  explodes, and you have scores upon scores of Roma

         18  all over Central and Eastern Europe being murdered

         19  by Skin head gangs. The Roma become the European

         20  scapegoat for everything gone awry in the new

         21  democratizing countries. And it is sad to say that

         22  ten years after these Democratic experiments the

         23  plight of the Roma still is very marginal, they

         24  remain at the edge of Central and East European

         25  society. They remain the most hated group in Europe.
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          2  And it is something that spills over into our own

          3  society and culture because for some Roma we are the

          4  democratic beacon, and yet even here when they come,

          5  instead of being welcomed as truly equal, they are

          6  being discriminated against and some of them scratch

          7  their heads and say I thought this was a seabed of

          8  modern democracy, and what they find often times is

          9  the same discrimination, perhaps not as harsh,

         10  perhaps not as deadly, but it is still

         11  discrimination.

         12                 So, again, I thank you for your

         13  vision, because what we are truly facing dealing

         14  with the Roma is not an American problem, it is not

         15  a European problem, it is a universal societal

         16  problem. Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Thank you. Before

         18  we proceed with the next segment for discussion, I

         19  should like to acknowledge the presence of the

         20  Administration, the Mayor's Office is well

         21  represented here, and a person and a good friend of

         22  this Subcommittee, Al Mullen. Welcome.

         23                 Dr. Crowe, it is not an effort to

         24  really publicize your publication, but I should like

         25  to learn from my own personal edification more about
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          2  the history of the Roma people, could you tell us a

          3  little of your recent publication.

          4                 DR. CROWE: Actually it is two books,

          5  the most current one is simply called A History of

          6  the Gypsies of Eastern Europe and Russia. It is in

          7  paperback.

          8                 And then there is an older book,

          9  called simply the Gypsies of Eastern Europe, which

         10  is the work of specialists and so they might perhaps

         11  help in sort of enhancing one's knowledge based on

         12  this.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Thank you.

         14                 Mr. Otway, I will ask you to now

         15  proceed with the other segment by introducing the

         16  questioners.

         17                 MR. OTWAY: Questioners, exactly. We

         18  have Pamela Layton, from the Forced Migration

         19  Project, if you would like to step up to the

         20  microphone over here and address a question to any

         21  of the panel members you would like to.

         22                 MS. LAYTON: Actually it is Paulette

         23  Layton.

         24                 MR. OTWAY: I am sorry.

         25                 MS. LAYTON: That's okay.
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          2                 My question actually is for Sani, and

          3  I am sorry I didn't catch your last name.

          4                 MR. RAFATI: Rafati.

          5                 MS. LAYTON: My question is, during

          6  your presentation you had indicated that many of the

          7  international organizations in Kosovo were bypassing

          8  the needs of the Roma community there, and I was

          9  curious to know whether there had been any efforts

         10  on the part of the Roma community to engage these

         11  international organizations?

         12                 And if so, what the responses were?

         13  And if there hadn't been an effort, then if there

         14  were any plan in the future?

         15                 MR. RAFAITI: Well, that's a good

         16  question. I experienced that two times. I went

         17  personally with my wife in the Office of UNHCR, and

         18  then I went personally with a person whose husband

         19  and son were kidnapped by KLA and went to report it

         20  to OSCE office, and both times literally the door

         21  was shut in front of my nose. And it is such an

         22  amazing thing that we went with my wife in the UNHCR

         23  office, and after distributing all of humanitarian

         24  aid to Romany families and we managed to help some

         25  Serbian families and the Albanian and Turkish and
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          2  other ethnic groups, but mainly our focus was Roma,

          3  we were targeting only Roma, but when we went to

          4  UNHCR, there was Albanian receptionist and we

          5  presented ourselves and we said that we had left

          6  somewhere around 1,500 dollars and winter clothes,

          7  and we would like to give it to UNHCR and maybe be

          8  part of them and help people in the villages, and he

          9  said, oh, we would gladly accept all of those

         10  things, and we said, no, we would like to go

         11  directly. Oh, it wouldn't be any problem, you can

         12  just come in.  And then we said that mainly our

         13  target was Roma, do you guys keep any records of

         14  Roma? And suddenly you see just the guy was like

         15  shocked with that question, how dare you ask such a

         16  question.

         17                 And then, anyway, from that point

         18  when we said that our main goal is we are targeting

         19  Roma, our conversation ended very fast, and we

         20  request to talk to some of the international

         21  representatives there, and he just simply didn't

         22  allow us to go through. He said nobody is here

         23  momentarily. And then we request a phone number and

         24  the phone number was written in the hand-paper,

         25  which was literally phony phone number.
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          2                 So, the second case, OSCE had William

          3  Walker. Well, let me tell you about him. Maybe this

          4  is not the place, but you touched those places.

          5                 William Walker was assistant to

          6  Oliver North during the war. The very same guy was

          7  the Ambassador in El Salvatore, very same guy

          8  brought 5,000 US soldiers illegally in Nicaragua to

          9  fight the Guerillas there, and now he went to mess

         10  up in my very home town.

         11                 And all his translators are

         12  Albanians, and none other ethnic group are working

         13  in OSCE.

         14                 We went to report the missing two

         15  people, again, same case. Albanian receptionist,

         16  very cocky style, and he refused to talk even with

         17  us, in spite of the woman who finally saw me as God,

         18  oh finally one of our own can speak English, because

         19  she went three times and all three times there were

         20  translator in Albanian and she just simply said to

         21  me I don't trust them, how they are translating,

         22  please could you come with me. I said of course. We

         23  went, and literally again he didn't allow us to go

         24  through.

         25                 Another case I will mention, PER,
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          2  Project for Ethnic Relations, which is I think based

          3  in New Jersey. One of the assistants of the PER went

          4  to Kosovo and asked some of the Albanians that they

          5  would like to make some contact to Roma people, and

          6  you know what they answered to him? Oh, no, no, no.

          7  We cannot go the Gypsy neighborhoods, they are going

          8  to kill us. That is the ghetto, they are very

          9  dangerous people. Don't you dare go there.

         10                 MS. LAYTON: That answers my question.

         11  Thank you.

         12                 MR. RAFATI: Okay.

         13                 MR. OTWAY: Thank you. Our next

         14  questioner is Erika Schlager, the Chief Counsel from

         15  the Helsinki Commission.

         16                 And if I might, Professor Andre Mirga

         17  has just arrived.

         18                 After Ms. Schlager's question, if we

         19  could then have Mr. Mirga's comments about education

         20  of Roma in Europe, I believe?

         21                 PROFESSOR MIRGA: Yes.

         22                 MR. OTWAY: Okay.

         23                 MS. SCHLAGER: Thank you. A short

         24  question for Mr. Otway.

         25                 I understand that your organization
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          2  has estimated that there are approximately 60,000

          3  Roma in the New York City area, I am wondering how

          4  you arrive at that estimate? And if you know

          5  something about -- a little more detail about it,

          6  are these third, fourth, fifth generation Americans?

          7  Are they relatively new arrivals after 1990? Or is

          8  there other information you have?

          9                 MR. OTWAY: Absolutely.

         10                 We are going by estimations that

         11  actually range between 40 and 60,000 that have been

         12  made by sociologists and anthropologists that have

         13  published about the Roma in America, and the

         14  demographics are very difficult for the following

         15  reason:

         16                 The first Roma were deported to the

         17  United States, then the colonies in the 1620s, and

         18  immediately there is evidence that Roma absented

         19  themselves from the forced labor that they were

         20  originally sent over for, began to set up

         21  communities on the margins.

         22                 Today in the United States, the Roma

         23  are comprised of not only Vlach Rom, who are the Rom

         24  that we have mostly spoken about here, who are the

         25  Kalderas, the Lovara, the Machowia (phonetic) and
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          2  the Toriera (phonetic), who are the Rom that are

          3  descended from those who are enslaved in Romania,

          4  but there are in the Northeastern United States, and

          5  in fact throughout the United States, Romani Choles

          6  (phonetic) who are Rom that missed the slavery in

          7  Romania and their migrations took them to England

          8  and Scotland. There are Irish travelers who are a

          9  descended community of nomadic Irish that married

         10  into the Romani Chole community and have a culture

         11  very, very similar to that. For example, there are

         12  entire villages of Irish travelers where in South

         13  Carolina there is a village of some 5,000.

         14                 As far as the numbers for New York,

         15  the way the anthropologists and sociologists have

         16  come to these numbers is by figuring out the density

         17  of distribution of Romani businesses because of the

         18  laws of anti competition, and projecting how many

         19  members of a Roma family are generally supported by

         20  those businesses.

         21                 Unfortunately Rom tend to avoid all

         22  close contact with institutions, so they do not

         23  answer surveys. A very good example of how difficult

         24  it is to come up with accurate numbers is when last

         25  year New Jersey repealed a law that Rom, in order to
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          2  live legally in the state, had to register as though

          3  they were aliens, even Native-born Rom. When that

          4  law was repealed, the press went from Ofisa

          5  (phonetic), which is a Rom business operation to

          6  Ofisa, asking Romany Americans, are you gypsies? Can

          7  you tell us how you feel about this law being

          8  repealed? And they could not find a single Rom

          9  family to admit they were Rom.

         10                 So, again, there are projections

         11  based on statistical evaluations of the density

         12  created by economic rules, plus factoring in recent

         13  immigration. There has been an immigration of

         14  Yugoslavia and Rom that their social organization is

         15  different, and there are actually neighborhoods and

         16  communities of Eastern European Rom.

         17                 But generally speaking, the reason

         18  that there is, for example, a 20,000 person

         19  divergence in the numbers is that it is only an

         20  estimate at this point, and until we make the waters

         21  more safe for Rom to feel that they can come out

         22  into the mainstream in American life, that is what

         23  we are going to have to deal with we are going to

         24  have to deal with estimates, because until Rom can

         25  come before institutions and say we are Rom, we are
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          2  the people you referred to as gypsies and we would

          3  like to be counted and take part in your society,

          4  all that we will have is projections.

          5                 Professor Mirga.

          6                 PROFESSOR MIRGA: (Difficult to

          7  discern due to dialect) Thank you very much. I would

          8  like to introduce you to the issue of education of

          9  Roma children from the perspective of European

         10  countries.

         11                 I am a member of Specialty Group on

         12  Roma, which is functioning at the Council of Europe

         13  in Strassburg, and recently our group was aimed as

         14  its main activity to work out so-called memorandum

         15  on education on Romany children. It was worked out

         16  and now it became a basis for a resolution which

         17  will be prepared and passed soon, I hope, at the

         18  Council of Europe.

         19                 So, this resolution will provide

         20  governments, in Europe of course, with some

         21  guidelines regarding educational issues with the

         22  Romany children in Europe. So, maybe I will

         23  introduce you to this document and say something

         24  about its content.

         25                 So, first of all, the issues of Roma
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          2  in the past included also school institutions and

          3  school was a means of a completion of state

          4  objectives as well.

          5                 One of the main was assimilation. So,

          6  when you look through the past history of Roma as

          7  the context of colonies of Central Eastern Europe,

          8  you can find that school was as well a basic means

          9  of assimilating of Romany people to the mainstream.

         10                 Another important thing is that

         11  school was not a friendly environment for Roma

         12  children. First because school authorities were

         13  unable to counteract stereotyping and prejudices,

         14  and the government as well.

         15                 The second, that there existed

         16  so-called separate lessons, so part of the Roma

         17  children, as part of a school were somehow singled

         18  out and they had their own separate classrooms and

         19  separate lessons. It was not a healthy, you can say,

         20  situation, as looking for a school environment as a

         21  whole.

         22                 Social and cultural background of

         23  Romany children was also disadvantaged for Romany

         24  children. Romany children were from families which

         25  were illiterate totally, parents were usually not
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          2  knowing to read and to write, so there was no help

          3  from parents for children.

          4                 Usually such children were from

          5  families which had numerous other children, so it

          6  means it was big families and usually such families

          7  had no sufficient housing conditions. There were not

          8  enough space in which children can rework his

          9  lessons in private.

         10                 In the case of general population in

         11  Europe just after the war, significant parent

         12  continued to travel, so they were still travelers,

         13  and of course traveling was in open contradiction

         14  with school process, of schooling process, so many

         15  Romany children were dropping out from their

         16  education, or were only for short time in the

         17  school.

         18                 So, one of the aims of authorities

         19  was first to stop to travel. The second, to press

         20  parents or adults to take jobs, and to press as well

         21  families as well to send their children to school.

         22                 And after World War 2, this was

         23  somehow -- this became a most present policy towards

         24  Roma.

         25                 The measures of the state led to
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          2  emergence of small Romany elites (sic) because if

          3  you will take into consideration that everyone had

          4  to send their children to school, and despite that

          5  some had very bad condition at home and that they

          6  were not friendly environment anyway, but some still

          7  passed through this system somehow successfully and

          8  from this group, some small Romany elites (sic)

          9  appeared.

         10                 One of the negative elements of the

         11  schooling was that authorities believed that some

         12  Romany children, because of cultural difference,

         13  they should be in special classrooms, so-called for

         14  children with special needs, so usually for children

         15  mentally retarded, disadvantaged.

         16                 So, in effect, there was

         17  over-representation of Romany children in such

         18  schools. And the reason it was not in fact real

         19  mentally retarded, the cultural difference, simply

         20  that many children didn't know properly national

         21  language.

         22                 So, taking all of this into

         23  consideration, the memorandum is trying to focus on

         24  a few things. First, to put together family economic

         25  situation, and some kind of expectation of
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          2  successful education process. So it means there is a

          3  suggestion that to guarantee better results of

          4  education, Roma families with a disadvantage, which

          5  economical condition should be helped by the state.

          6                 This is especially in the case of

          7  transition period in Europe, very evident. Evident

          8  because majority of Roma get lost jobs, they became

          9  unemployed, in some incidence 90 percent unemployed,

         10  don't work, whereas in the (unable to discern due to

         11  dialect) they were all working because it was a law

         12  that they have to work.

         13                 So, this obviously caused a

         14  tremendous decline in economic situation of Roma.

         15  So, to have children attending school and have some

         16  results, this gap between majority and minority had

         17  to be somehow fulfilled and state has to provide

         18  these families with concrete help.

         19                 The second thing was to stress that

         20  education should be a priority in the policy of the

         21  state toward the Roma, because to solve other

         22  problems you have to start from education.

         23                 These Roma are unemployed to such a

         24  degree in Europe, it is because they have no

         25  education, and of course it is also for other
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          2  reasons like disconnection (sic) against the Roma.

          3                 But I think that if they would have

          4  some education, if they would be able to compete in

          5  work place, on work market, it will be better for

          6  Roma than otherwise.

          7                 So, according to my memorandum,

          8  education should be a priority and state have to

          9  treat this as a priority in its policy toward Roma

         10  in Europe.

         11                 The thing is that education must be

         12  effective, it means it must not just allow Roma

         13  children to read and write, but to open

         14  possibilities for Roma children to continue

         15  education up to highest level.

         16                 And this means also that such thing

         17  like segregated classrooms, like Romany schools

         18  should be eliminated and the standard should be a

         19  normal public, integrated schools, and that some of

         20  it, there are some communities, Roma communities in

         21  Central, Eastern Europe, which are very big, like in

         22  Romania, in Bulgaria, in some cities in one place,

         23  in one quarter of the City there are certain 40,000

         24  Roma, so it is natural that there are also schools

         25  dominated by Roma children.
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          2                 So, in this context what the

          3  memorandum suggests is that such schools should be

          4  well-equipped, should attract good teachers, and

          5  these teachers should be better even maybe paid

          6  because they are working among the Roma and with the

          7  Roma children and in such a way to guarantee success

          8  for Roma children. And this is a real problem, as I

          9  said, in some countries, because in some places

         10  Roma, 30, 40, big, huge community, and schools must

         11  be settled there.

         12                 And next thing is to volunteer

         13  education, a successful education for Romany

         14  children. First, school have to attract children to

         15  come to school, and have to keep them at school,

         16  because negative at the moment teacher of Roma

         17  children is that a lot of Roma children are drop out

         18  from the process, but many repeat the same year and

         19  not many finished even primary school.

         20                 So, to counteract this feature,

         21  memorandum propose to work get school, to work

         22  together with Roma families, with parents and to try

         23  to include them, to invite them and to keep them

         24  somehow close in correlation with school authorities

         25  and schooling process.
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          2                 This is a very difficult task, but it

          3  is something really have to be done, because first

          4  and foremost, Roma families have to feel education

          5  is a value and this is not always the case, and

          6  usually it is not the case that Roma still not feel

          7  education as a basic value for themselves. So, this

          8  is I think difficult process and to accomplish this,

          9  schools have to be more oriented to parents and to

         10  keep good relations with families.

         11                 The next important thing here, in

         12  many Romany communities, children, when entering

         13  school, they don't know majority language, because

         14  they speak Romany at home. So, in former time this

         15  is reason why Romany children were sent to the

         16  schools for retarded children. And now there is a

         17  proposal that schools are employing also Roma Magita

         18  (phonetic). So someone from Roma community who is

         19  sometimes educated, maybe not very high, but has

         20  some education, and such a Magita can participate in

         21  the classroom and mediate between children and

         22  teachers, giving instructions and keeping order and

         23  so on, and such are now to be employed in Czech

         24  Republic on large scale. I don't know how it will be

         25  working, how it will be useful because this is
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          2  starting process at the moment, but this is

          3  recommended solution to some, at least to some

          4  problems which exist in this community.

          5                 Next issue relates to promotion and

          6  scholarships. Many of our children, if they will

          7  finish their primary school, families can't afford

          8  for continuation of education, so memorandum propose

          9  to have a state fund for providing those who are

         10  ready able to study to continue to study with

         11  scholarships. In some countries such solution

         12  exists, like in Hungary where a national fund was

         13  created to help projects on Roma but also to sponsor

         14  scholarships and the level of education for some

         15  families who are unable to otherwise provide the

         16  resources for continuation of education.

         17                 And maybe last point which I would

         18  like to mention here is the memorandum also stress

         19  strongly that school environment has to be friendly,

         20  that such things like stereotyping from teachers,

         21  which happens, none of them should be alienated at

         22  school.

         23                 So, all of this is proposed and as I

         24  told you, the model is to have integrated schools,

         25  integrated classrooms with Roma not singled out,
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          2  that they participate with other children in the

          3  school process and just some disadvantages Roma have

          4  should be counter-balanced with concrete help of the

          5  state.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Okay, before we

          8  continue I should just like to acknowledge the

          9  presence of Mr. Culper (phonetic) -- my fault for

         10  not having acknowledged his presence before Mr. Ray

         11  Russell -- from the Finance Division.  Ray Russell,

         12  I think the Investigative Unit, who has always been

         13  an integral part of this whole process. He was quite

         14  instrumental and pivotal in bringing, you know, this

         15  to the attention of the City Council. So, thank you

         16  for your presence and continued interest.

         17                 Mr. Otway.

         18                 MR. OTWAY: As I announced, the next

         19  questioner, Katherine Roth, from Associated Press.

         20                 I would like to echo Council Member

         21  Henry's comments about Mr. Russell, who has always

         22  been a talented friend of many oppressed people.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 MS. ROTH: Yes, hi. I was just

         25  wondering if someone on the panel could talk more

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            68

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  about the problem of Roma in New York in particular.

          3  Is there any place in particular in New York where

          4  the community tends to live, or what sorts of

          5  problems do the community face in New York City?

          6                 MR. KASLOV: If I may address that,

          7  but I want to point out that Larry also has some

          8  comment about that too.

          9                 There is racial profiling going on

         10  here in New York by the Police Department. We have

         11  been made aware that there is a possibility of

         12  photographs in a so-called black book. There has

         13  been many recent arrests concerning Rom here in New

         14  York, I am sure that a lot of people here have read

         15  the newspapers. If I may let Larry finish on that,

         16  please.

         17                 MR. OTWAY: Yes. The problems of Rom

         18  in New York, like the problems of Rom throughout the

         19  country are many and interrelated. The instance of

         20  semi-literacy and illiteracy are staggeringly high.

         21  The instance of forced migration, because as you

         22  have noted from the speakers who spoke about Rom's

         23  spirituality, unlike Rom communities in Europe, Rom

         24  communities in America have absolutely unchangeable,

         25  and I think they have a right to, unchangeable
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          2  belief in their spirituality which very often

          3  separates themselves out from the host community,

          4  and as such there has been no attempt on the part of

          5  the New York City school system to try and

          6  accommodate those spiritual beliefs and it has been

          7  a dual dynamic of Rom being afraid to confront those

          8  issues with authorities that they don't know, trust

          9  or understand, and the powers that be basically

         10  considering it a non-issue and accepting that the

         11  illiteracy among Rom is a fact of life in this

         12  country.

         13                 The problems of the targeting of the

         14  practice of Rom's spirituality, all of these are

         15  very complicated issues which the hope over the next

         16  few years to address with meetings, such as like

         17  this on specific issues, but there is a problem of

         18  housing discrimination.

         19                 We did a search at this New York

         20  State Division of Human Rights, and although

         21  sociologists and anthropologists have observed and

         22  written about systemic discrimination against Rom

         23  housing in New York, there is not a single instance

         24  of a complaint by Rom to the departments which

         25  confront discrimination, basically because the fear
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          2  of the institutions, of outside institutions, all

          3  these combined to create an extraordinary problem

          4  that we are hoping that the beginning process of

          5  shedding light on those problems and getting a

          6  bilateral discussion with those institutions of

          7  self-government among the Rom, we can begin to

          8  unpack the problem.

          9                 For example, education. As Professor

         10  Mirga has pointed out, as in Europe, American Rom

         11  have specific cultural barriers accessing education

         12  in the mainstream, and that is going to take not

         13  only discussion and observation from the outside,

         14  but it is going to have to take place with

         15  discussions on the inside of the Rom community, and

         16  dialogue between City government, and those people

         17  that represent the Rom.

         18                 Because we have already found that

         19  sending sociologists into Rom homes to deal with

         20  truancy has not worked. It has not resulted in

         21  appreciable rise in the level of education. On the

         22  other hand, there are Rom Krisitori, Rom judges in

         23  their courts, are willing to come, sit down and

         24  begin to look at what resources are available in the

         25  outside community and what resources are available
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          2  as far as cultural resources within the Rom

          3  community.

          4                 So, I think that begins to touch on

          5  the problem. It is such a huge question that we

          6  could really begin the hearings all over again just

          7  to list the many ways by which Rom are alienated and

          8  divided out in this City and this country.

          9                 I hope that begins to answer the

         10  question. Thank you.

         11                 We also have Ellen Ray, from the

         12  Institute for Media Analysis.

         13                 MS. RAY: Yes, I would like to ask

         14  Sani a question.

         15                 You mentioned that there were 1.2

         16  million Roma in former Yugoslavia. The major, maybe

         17  as best related the New York Times, point out in

         18  every story about Kosovo that 90 percent of Kosovo

         19  is ethnic Albanian. I would like to know at this

         20  point what percentage of Kosovo is Roma, what it was

         21  in the'70s or '80s or in former Yugoslavia, and what

         22  percent of other minorities are in Kosovo?

         23                 And I am a friend of Lenora Forstat

         24  (phonetic).

         25                 MR. RAFATI: Well, in former
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          2  Yugoslavia there was official elections. The last

          3  official elections was 1981, in Kosovo region. In

          4  that era Albanians ruled the country, from 1968 til

          5  1987, and in that period Albanians made sure to

          6  bring the pencils and to do the census in Kosovo.

          7  And afterwards all Moslem population, such as Gurani

          8  ethnic group, Turkish, Yugoslavian and Roma combined

          9  all together with Albanians are 90 percent, because

         10  media here is blessed and we are keep watching and

         11  we are keep not learning nothing.

         12                 So, now, according to my statistics

         13  here from this last trip, in Kosovo you have around

         14  2 million population and there are around 150,000 to

         15  200,000 Roma, maybe 250 because especially now that

         16  is according to the situation in Kosovo going on,

         17  people are gone overnight, and many of them escape

         18  in Western European countries to seek exile.

         19                 So, ten percent of Romany populations

         20  in Kosovo. In Pristina, come up to 15 almost.

         21  Pristina is the capital of Kosovo, has population of

         22  300,000. So, there are colony that are ethnic group,

         23  Muslim, there are three to four percent. There is

         24  Turkish minority, around five percent. You have

         25  Montenegrins, close to five percent. Now, Serb used
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          2  to be ten percent, but now a split in the fights in

          3  the northern part of Yugoslavia, such as Gracia, you

          4  have fled 650,000 of Serbian refugees all over the

          5  Serbia. Now, the strategical plan of Musovich

          6  (phonetic), he brought somewhere around 50,000 of

          7  Serbian refugees in Kosovo in order to gain some

          8  more percentage of the population in that region and

          9  fight against KLA.

         10                 It is also a big debate around us,

         11  Roma, how many Roma are around the world, and it is

         12  all the time estimations, and many of the Roma then

         13  are going outside or in a society, in a civilized

         14  world, they are afraid to even admit that they are

         15  Roma. They are hiding just because of the fact of

         16  the bigotry.

         17                 You have now massive amount coming

         18  out from Kosovo, and of course all of them present

         19  themselves as Albanians, because if they go and seek

         20  asylum in one of the European countries, they are

         21  going to be denied.

         22                 MR. OTWAY: Our next questioner is

         23  Ariel Reinhimmer.

         24                 MR. REINHIMMER: Hi. That was a very

         25  interesting presentation, and I was wondering, after
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          2  hearing about the culture and history of the Roma,

          3  just what is it that the City Council or the City of

          4  New York can do for the Roma? And how can that

          5  eventually connect to assisting the Roma in Eastern

          6  Europe?

          7                 MR. OTWAY: Well, there are two things

          8  that we hope may happen from this. There is the

          9  long-term project of the City Council making itself

         10  available to Rom to study those problems particular

         11  to the Rom in New York, and how they are

         12  interrelated, and in that way help Rom to become

         13  more mainstream and economic players within this

         14  country. And I think that that will create a

         15  long-term advantage when the Rom who wish to enter

         16  into economic programs with Rom in Europe can be a

         17  conduit of American money into those communities,

         18  that that will certainly have an effect on the

         19  challenges facing European Rom communities.

         20                 In the short term, we also hope that

         21  becoming increasingly aware of the genocide and

         22  ethnic cleansing in Eastern Europe, that the City

         23  Council will say that certainly emigration is a

         24  small aspect of the solution but that the preferable

         25  solution would be to bring the economic power of the
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          2  City government of New York City to bear in

          3  discouraging ethnic cleansing in the same way they

          4  brought that economic power to bear in ending

          5  apartheid in South Africa.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: And if I may just

          7  add, that this is an important first step in that

          8  direction. First of all, this panel discussion will

          9  serve to bring it to the fore, to our consciousness,

         10  because as yet, many of us are unaware of the plight

         11  of the Rom people. Some who are conscious of what

         12  they have been going through over the years have

         13  swept it for obvious reasons under the carpet and

         14  they are indifferent to it, and so this is just one

         15  of such meetings or seminars or discussions that

         16  will seek to bring it to the fore, that it does

         17  exist and that it is something that we have to

         18  grapple with.

         19                 Dr. Crowe.

         20                 DR. OTWAY: Actually, in presenting

         21  Dr. Crowe, I would also like to thank Lloyd Henry as

         22  having taken the first

         23  City government action on behalf of the Rom with a

         24  resolution that Council Member Henry passed,

         25  recognizing the ongoing discrimination against Rom
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          2  in Europe, and it was a historic and heroic move,

          3  and the New York Rom are always and we will always

          4  be thankful for that.

          5                 Dr. Crowe.

          6                 DR. CROWE: One thing I wanted to

          7  mention which is even more practical, which is, not

          8  only do you have the United Nations here, but also

          9  you have consulates of many of the major countries

         10  in Central and Eastern Europe, and on a more

         11  practical basis one of the things happening is that

         12  American money is going into helping bringing

         13  several of these countries into NATO, and ultimately

         14  I think American money will go in other investment

         15  factors in these countries, and I think that the

         16  publicity minimally that hopefully will occur after

         17  these hearings will make these embassies and their

         18  representatives perk up to the fact that this is not

         19  only going on in Washington where they have had

         20  hearings on this very question, but also they are

         21  taking place in New York. And of course what ideally

         22  we would want to do is apply a quid pro quo, say to

         23  the Polls or the Hungarians or the Czechs, fine, you

         24  want money to help rebuild NATO, you want money down

         25  the road for other programs of democratization and
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          2  social rebuilding, fine, then we need you to get

          3  your act together on the hard plight of the Roma in

          4  your countries in terms of human rights, economic

          5  rights, social rights, educational rights so on and

          6  so forth. And, so, I think that New York being the

          7  special place that it is, having this large

          8  diplomatic community here, I think these hearings

          9  can have a very direct impact on the policies of

         10  these countries towards the Rom, not only in the

         11  United States but I think also abroad.

         12                 MR. OTWAY: Our next questioner is

         13  Allison Bosniak -- oh, I am sorry, Charles Marecic,

         14  have you a question?

         15                 Deborah Creane.

         16                 MS. CREANE: My mom always used to say

         17  that to a man with a hammer all the world looks like

         18  a nail, and so, when you bring a lawyer into the

         19  world and then set them loose on a problem like

         20  this, the thoughts immediately turn to litigation.

         21  And as I have become modestly familiar with the

         22  problems of Rom community, suddenly now the phone

         23  seems never to stop ringing, a case here, a case

         24  there, Pittsburgh, California, New Jersey, the

         25  problems of the Rom that need to be addressed are
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          2  urgent, pressing, now. But it is a poor community.

          3  It can't go out on long battles to vindicate civil

          4  rights, which one would think would be easily done

          5  in this country because the battle has been fought

          6  before. But when you step back, each group that

          7  claims just slightly different variations of those

          8  rights has to go to the mat again and start over.

          9                 The Roma have many features in common

         10  with case law that should be easy to make, all

         11  right? The Amish won the right to educate their

         12  children in their own way after a certain age. But

         13  it is not exactly like the Amish, because it is not

         14  only one religion in the whole Rom community,

         15  whereas the Amish were a coherent and cohesive

         16  group. There should be some way to preserve the

         17  language in the schooling, certainly there has been

         18  progress on that in the United States.

         19                 So, when I look at this cluster of

         20  problems, I wonder if there is work to be done in

         21  league with progressive legislatures, to start to

         22  address these before litigators do. Litigators are

         23  perhaps the bane of the planet, and certainly the

         24  best first step would be to see some action from the

         25  government and from councils of governments to
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          2  address a problem if you want to call the Roma a

          3  problem, which I hesitate to do, but to address a

          4  situation that crosses all of our convenient

          5  geographical boundaries as do the Rom.

          6                 MR. OTWAY: Attorney Creane, I believe

          7  the NYU Law School Alumni Association is going to

          8  want your diploma back.

          9                 George I think has an answer, if

         10  there is a question there.

         11                 MR. KASLOV: Deborah, you mentioned

         12  other countries, after going through the

         13  constitutions of Hungary, Romania, Germany, they

         14  have constitutions concerning the so-called Roma

         15  problem, as you put it.

         16                 Now, according to their

         17  constitutions, it is very democratic on paper, but

         18  from what I see, read and hear from my own people,

         19  it is not practiced.

         20                 Now, we can use these other

         21  countries' mistakes, if you will, and bring their

         22  mistakes here, do not use them, take part of

         23  whatever programs that have been issued in other

         24  countries to help Rom and use those. Plus we have

         25  some ideas of our own for our own country here in
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          2  the United States.

          3                 MR. OTWAY: I might also add that

          4  after three years of this organization working,

          5  there is still no funded law institution in the

          6  United States to deal with these questions, and that

          7  the effectiveness of the response of lawyers is

          8  hampered by the fact that to date there is no

          9  funding to provide lawyers to a million Rom in

         10  serious need of legal representation.

         11                 The next questioner is Alan Levine.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: I will just ask,

         13  if you are representing any organization, to kindly

         14  identify that organization in addition to your name.

         15                 MR. LEVINE: Yes, thank you.

         16                 I am one of the staff attorneys with

         17  the Lawyers' Committee for Roma Rights and

         18  Recognition, under the tutelage of Mr. Otway and Mr.

         19  Kaslov.

         20                 Larry, I was wondering if you could

         21  address if you have experience with the Roma

         22  community here in New York or our tri-state area,

         23  any of the specific problems with Roma children and

         24  schooling, and what has been done to address that

         25  and what do you feel can be done to address that.
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          2                 MR. OTWAY: We have in fact acted as a

          3  negotiator between Rom children and principals, and

          4  what we find is that on occasion, Rom, the few Roms

          5  that are in school, are put in special education

          6  classes where they have smaller class size and

          7  specific help.

          8                 The problem is, though, that their

          9  problems are not learning disabilities, they are

         10  cultural differences, and we find that that is not a

         11  solution that adequately addresses the problem of

         12  why Rom are failing when Rom fail.

         13                 And I might also add that in the same

         14  family you might also have a Rom child doing

         15  exceptionally well in school and another doing

         16  poorly, and that is also according to sociological

         17  studies, an aspect of Rom child-rearing, and that

         18  what we need is one-on-one tutoring from people

         19  trained in recognizing the cultural challenges that

         20  are specific to Rom child upbringing.

         21                 The Native American Child Welfare Act

         22  recognizes that special accommodations have to be

         23  made to a culture which have as pronouncedly unique

         24  culture so that sociologists who are not

         25  specifically trained in that culture are not
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          2  adequate to address the needs, and for that occasion

          3  we stress we need a partnership between the experts

          4  on Rom child-rearing who are Rom parents and Rom

          5  institutions of government, and those City agencies

          6  with which they interact.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Professor Mirga,

          8  this seems to be your portfolio too, do you care to

          9  add a brief comment?

         10                 PROFESSOR MIRGA: Yes. So maybe I

         11  little differ in opinion here from Mr. Otway.

         12                 First of all, from our experience in

         13  Europe, yes, Roma and Roma children are fed up with

         14  studies, Roma children, with studies by psychologies

         15  and so on and so on. This have been a little like

         16  industry in communist time when some scholars were

         17  trying to understand why Roma children are not

         18  progressing well and so on. So, I think maybe this

         19  is not best way to handle this issue, to produce

         20  more studies and to produce, I don't know, to go in

         21  this direction.

         22                 What seems to be obvious, it is not

         23  so much a culture difference or God between one

         24  culture and another, it is sometimes the issue of

         25  lack of confidence of parents in education or in
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          2  convincing it that it is what you have to do, go to

          3  school.

          4                 The second, what I try to mention is

          5  that sometimes child is looked on to go because what

          6  meets he or she in school, yes? So the atmosphere is

          7  not good, and try own experience is better and

          8  somehow does not work well to develop his schooling

          9  abilities, but I think these factors are related to

         10  interacting relations and not so much between

         11  cultures, and besides Roma children, at least in

         12  Europe, they live not only among themselves, they

         13  are surrounded by majority culture, by majority

         14  language, they look television, they hear radio, so

         15  they are family with majority culture as well as an

         16  alternative system of culture, values and so on.

         17                 So here the education of parents,

         18  what they want and how they want, sometimes very

         19  basic. If you speak, for example, to some

         20  traditional Roma and he is saying no I don't want to

         21  send my children to school, because when I will send

         22  these children to school, I will lose them. So

         23  better I will not send them to school because

         24  otherwise they will become non-Roma. So here is

         25  sometimes very basic barrier in getting successful
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          2  education. Not only difference is in culture.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 MR. RAFAITI: Let me touch one

          5  different basis in regarding the school in Kosovo,

          6  in Pristina, it is momentarily very hot spot, so

          7  there are cases that KLA members are stopping Romany

          8  kids on the streets and threatening them, why are

          9  they going to go to take Serbian education.

         10                 So, now and the kids and parents, of

         11  course, are terrorized. Okay, once when they get

         12  green light and pass through the KLA, now here they

         13  are in the classrooms. What do they get?

         14                 My nephew, who happens to be quite

         15  smart little kid, eight years old, and me and my

         16  wife are not cheap, we brought also lot of gifts and

         17  a puzzle to put the pieces together and, you know,

         18  games. And that little kid, his brain was reacting

         19  almost twice faster than my wife's, even though she

         20  finished in psychology. So, anyway, and the very

         21  same guy goes to Serbian school and now here are

         22  some scholastic probably from the Balkan and they

         23  know that there are two letters, the Celik and

         24  Latinik (phonetic), and now that very same kid have

         25  to distinguish the difference between soft-core and
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          2  hard-core, and of course he did mistake there, of

          3  course because it is not his mother town language,

          4  and there are the grades from one to five, and for

          5  that only mistake that kid of eight years old got

          6  one. Five is the excellent, and one is the

          7  insufficient. So, I don't know.

          8                 And one another parent addressed to

          9  me who strongly prefer to be anonymous, and said I

         10  won't send any more of my kids to school. I said but

         11  that is important, you have to, you should, you

         12  must, because -- you know what, I rather prefer to

         13  have uneducated son then educated son. So that was

         14  the circumstances.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Dr. Crowe, it

         16  brings us back to that question that you alluded to

         17  of assimilation and integration, what should be the

         18  end result? Which would be better for the Roma

         19  people. You want to maintain your identity, yes, but

         20  at the cost of something else.

         21                 DR. CROWE: Well, I think the issue is

         22  balance and choice. I mean, I think in integration

         23  it means you open up the doors of equal opportunity

         24  to a minority like the Rom, but not imposed in that

         25  opening up to the doors is destruction of
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          2  traditional culture and history. Assimilation,

          3  particularly as it was practiced in Eastern Europe

          4  and particularly in the communist era was that they

          5  did want to bring the Roma in a rather forcible

          6  manner into the mainstream of Hungarian or

          7  Romainian, Czechoslovakian society, but the price

          8  was you give up your culture, you give up your

          9  traditions and you become Romanians and Hungarians

         10  and so forth.

         11                 So, for me it's a question of opening

         12  the doors of opportunity and as you pass through

         13  those doors, not having to give up your past in that

         14  process. That to me is the difference between

         15  immigration and assimilation.

         16                 MR. KASLOV: If I may answer what

         17  Mirga said about not being as much a cultural

         18  problem. My granddaughter just recently was

         19  recognized in her school as a Gypsy because of

         20  newspaper articles and media attention here and

         21  there, and one of the first things that the children

         22  asked her in school were, are you a witch? So, I

         23  feel that culture does play a large role in

         24  education.

         25                 MR. OTWAY: One final comment on that
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          2  is that, as far as an environment of that sort of

          3  prejudice in almost every single school, elementary

          4  school, parochial, public school, in the school

          5  library one of the favorite books is Madeline and

          6  the Gypsies, which is one of the most discriminatory

          7  images of Rom I have ever read, where she is

          8  kidnapped by Rom and the first thing that happens

          9  when she is returned to the safety of the orphanage,

         10  is that they wash here because she has been with the

         11  Rom. And that when it comes to as diverse a

         12  community as the Rom, we cannot have a single

         13  solution to the problem of the Roma education and it

         14  is something that is going to have to take study,

         15  because although in Poland there might have been

         16  many too many studies and there is a cottage (sic)

         17  industry, in the United States there have been no

         18  studies and you cannot approach a problem without

         19  some data.

         20                 Now, under the circumstance that Rom

         21  children have been doing very, very well with

         22  one-in-one tutoring, it strikes me that a program

         23  could be developed whereby graduate students who are

         24  studying education can provide one-in-one tutoring

         25  and through that, in a non-obtrusive way, provide
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          2  data so that we can know what can work to accomplish

          3  Roma education here in New York in the United

          4  States.

          5                 MR. KASLOV: Mr. Chairman, just I am

          6  curious. You are describing a process that is very

          7  familiar to New York City educators. We have Italian

          8  families, in fact Erdu (phonetic) families now are

          9  sort of very much involved in this, where very often

         10  the children may in fact have to play protective

         11  roles for their parents in handling social

         12  interactions because they are more acutely

         13  understanding of the culture they are in, and I know

         14  that our school system has many techniques and

         15  decades of experience in dealing with these

         16  situations, do you have any suggestions about how we

         17  can reach out to large numbers?

         18                 I can assure you that one-on-one

         19  tutoring will not be received very favorably. That

         20  is not the way we are approaching problems these

         21  days. Do you have any suggestions that we might

         22  bring to the school system for helping parents

         23  accommodate themselves to their children's needs and

         24  vice versa?

         25                 PROFESSOR MIRGA: Before I answer, I
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          2  would like to comment on the statement.

          3                 First of all, in Europe you have a

          4  different scale, number of children in Europe is

          5  huge, so to provide one-by-one tutoring is something

          6  incredible, impossible simply. It must be a normal

          7  system of education of teachers and with certain

          8  pupils in one classroom, and you have a number of

          9  classrooms so it is a whole process of education.

         10                 If you asking about experience which

         11  other minorities had in America and how this can be

         12  utilized by Roma here in America, I have no clear

         13  mind how, because I compare still European context.

         14  I don't know here how Roma, American Roma at least

         15  function here yet well.

         16                 But at least in European context, to

         17  make comfortable families with education process and

         18  to assert education does not mean lose (sic) of

         19  identity. So, what in Europe is going on is that if

         20  family want, there are conditions for learning

         21  Romania language, and in some schools, high schools,

         22  teachers are prepared for teaching Romania language,

         23  Czech Republic and Slovakia, at least in those

         24  countries a number of them are big, so high schools

         25  are thinking how to produce teachers who will handle
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          2  this issue, yes?

          3                 Of course, it would be best to have

          4  Romani teachers, yes? Who knows better Romany

          5  language, yes? And just to have better skills to

          6  transmit this ability to children.

          7                 This is not the case yet. For

          8  example, in Czech Republic there are some schools in

          9  which teachers of schools teach that, and to what

         10  was amazing when we were visiting last time, there

         11  was only one or two Romany students, yes? And all

         12  the rest, 30 or 40 more were non-Roma. So, still

         13  there is lack of Roma themselves who are educated

         14  and after educated are coming back to educate their

         15  own people, yes?

         16                 But anyway, such solution, which I

         17  said, that the state provide resources for education

         18  of Romany language as making comfort to Romany

         19  families that there is nothing endangered, that you

         20  can keep your language, you can keep your tradition

         21  as you want, everything, but at the same time your

         22  children are in the process of education and they

         23  can be successful as well as any other.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: One speaker

         25  mentioned earlier that for fear of persecution,
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          2  discrimination or what have you, the Roma people

          3  tend to, you know, pass themselves off as other

          4  ethnic groups. For you to properly, or for us to

          5  properly identify or address the problems that beset

          6  this particular group, we have to first identify

          7  them as a community, how do we go about that?

          8                 And given the historical thinking

          9  that the Roma people seem to be a nomadic group, how

         10  do you really single them out as an ethnic group,

         11  identify them and go about addressing their

         12  situation?

         13                 MR. KASLOV: Well, here in New York,

         14  Councilman Henry, the best way to get my people to

         15  come forward or emerge, because they feel that they

         16  must stay under because they are so discriminated

         17  against, believe me, first things first what

         18  happened was, I would have to tell my people that we

         19  are now dealing with City government, in order for

         20  them to give a little, City government may give a

         21  little. Their main problem here in New York is

         22  worrying about their children. Our children are

         23  probably the most important things in our lives,

         24  which in any culture they would be, but the

         25  schooling is very important and I would like to go
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          2  back to that for a minute.

          3                 There are ways that we can educate

          4  our children here in New York with the Rom teachers.

          5  I was in Hungary a couple of months ago and I met

          6  several Rom teachers, which we don't have here in

          7  the United States, and I told them the problems we

          8  have here with letting our children go to school and

          9  being assimilated, which we are afraid of, and they

         10  are also afraid of in other countries. There is a

         11  chance, or make a way to bring these Rom teachers

         12  from other countries who are educated to help teach

         13  our children here, they can teach them in gadje

         14  coness (phonetic), which means non-Gypsy, and in

         15  Romaness, which means they will not lose the

         16  cultural, the language or traditions, that is one

         17  help.

         18                 While talking to Antonia Haga, a

         19  member of Parliament from Hungary, the same problem

         20  was addressed to me and of course we discussed it,

         21  she told me that it would take maybe 100 years

         22  before our children would be educated. I said how

         23  can we even deal with such a problem, 100 years from

         24  now? And I walked away very disappointed and

         25  saddened, by the way. But then I realized something,
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          2  this is European thinking, all right? We are

          3  American. We are the standard of the world. We are

          4  the role model of the world. There is no reason why

          5  we can't educate our children here in America, not

          6  in 100 years but in ten, maybe five, we can get a

          7  good, good percentage of our children educated.

          8                 MR. OTWAY: Can I address a question

          9  to Dr. Crowe.

         10                 I understand that the racial

         11  profiling of American Rom has an interesting history

         12  that you have run across in your studies recently?

         13                 DR. CROWE: I am in and out of New

         14  York on business quite a bit, and several years ago,

         15  both from this group, but also from a supposed

         16  victim of Rom crime, I learned that there was

         17  something called a black book that the police had,

         18  actually a Rom -- a "Gypsy squad" as they call it,

         19  which astounded me, I thought that was illegal, and

         20  I don't want to get into a rough over this with the

         21  New York Police Department, but I do what to sort of

         22  give you a historical example, where if something

         23  like this exists.

         24                 Back in Germany in the late 19th

         25  century in Bavaria, German police officials began to
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          2  gather data on Roma in Bavaria, and in 1905 they

          3  published something called the Zigeuner Book, the

          4  Gypsy book, which was an official police publication

          5  that had profiles of all 5,000 Bavarian Roma.

          6                 Over time the Zigeuner Book was

          7  expanded to include all of the Rom of Germany, and

          8  then through Interpol they began to draw in police

          9  files on Rom throughout Europe, and this was

         10  detailed. It was full family lineages of all Rom,

         11  again, Germany is the center part of it, and then

         12  Europe. It was so thorough that when the Nazis came

         13  to power in 1933, all they had to do when they began

         14  their campaign of oppression against the Roma, they

         15  simply had to take the data collected by the German

         16  police and all they did was sort of upgrade it to a

         17  Nazi office, and what the Germans had called it

         18  before Nazi is the Offers for Combatting the Gypsy

         19  Nuisance.

         20                 And of course then later in the

         21  Holocaust, as the Germans began to move against the

         22  Rom and decided to include them in the final

         23  solution, the body of documentation was right there.

         24                 The only reason I am saying that is

         25  if such a document or such a squad exists, it is a
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          2  very uncomfortable thing. The Rom community tells me

          3  it definitely exists. I have had a non-Rom who says

          4  she was criminalized by the Rom also tell me of the

          5  existence of such a squad, and I guess I find that

          6  -- in other words, the environment that produces

          7  that is an environment that has got to be very scary

          8  for Roma living in this community, knowing that

          9  there is a special squad and a special book out

         10  there that can be used against them, and again, I am

         11  not trying to get into a squabble with anyone or

         12  whatever, but I find that very scary in terms of

         13  basic civil rights in a City like New York.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: I just would like

         15  to say that we have just about exactly four more

         16  minutes to wrap up, if that clock is correct.

         17                 If there is any other --

         18                 MR. OTWAY: We have one more

         19  questioner.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Yes, we will

         21  entertain it.

         22                 MR. OTWAY: Mr. Bibic?

         23                 MR. BIBIC: Yes.

         24                 MR. OTWAY: I am sorry, we didn't see

         25  your name.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            96

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 MR. BIBIC: I am Vladimir Bibic. I am

          3  a film producer and many years ago I did some films

          4  in former Yugoslavia on Tinkers (phonetic) and

          5  Gypsies with dancing and so on, which I am going to

          6  make available to people in Belgrade who have a

          7  museum. Recently there was a conference on

          8  Yosenowitz Concentration Camp, and there was their

          9  representative here. Are you aware of that

         10  conference? So, their representative was here, I

         11  have an interview with him, and Mr. Handler

         12  (phonetic), I would like to send it to you because

         13  he gave an overview of the history of the Romas and

         14  so on and it was very interesting. So I will make it

         15  also available to you.

         16                 Also, I am an American from former

         17  Yugoslavia, but something that, you know, you have

         18  to realize here, that by destabilizing whatever

         19  Yugoslavia was, and I think this is, one cannot say

         20  really the fault, but shall we say the nobility of

         21  Western Europe, European community, allowed this to

         22  happen, and I think former Yugoslavia could have

         23  been saved somehow. It needed many reforms and so on

         24  and so forth, but now we are finding all these

         25  problems that are now happening, you know, many
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          2  years later. And I wish that you had invited

          3  representatives of Yugoslav government, of

          4  Albanians, so they respond to you. Because they

          5  would have to be exposed to the press.

          6                 PROFESSOR MIRGA: I went on Wednesday

          7  night, I can't anymore. It's too much.

          8                 MR. BIBIC: No, no. But I also wanted

          9  to ask you, in your experience, I also was present

         10  at the first Congress of Romas in Yugoslavia in

         11  Nish, the City of Nish in the '70s. There was a

         12  journalist from Belgrade Mr. Kessler who organized

         13  that, and maybe, I am certainly not well informed,

         14  but I would like to know, how did you feel in the

         15  former Yugoslavia, you know, the position of Romas

         16  in the former Yugoslavia and how do you feel now? Do

         17  you suffer more from Serbs or do you suffer more

         18  from Albanians?

         19                 And the last thing, if I may make a

         20  comment, I apologize, the gentleman, what is your

         21  name, sir? You are a professor?

         22                 DR. CROWE: David Crowe.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Dr. Crowe.

         24                 MR. BIBIC: Yes, I attended this

         25  conference in Yosenowitz, where there were about
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          2  estimated 700,000 Serbs who were killed and Jews and

          3  Romas, they don't know exactly how many Romas were

          4  killed because many of them did not identify

          5  themselves because they were afraid to say they were

          6  Romas so they would say they were Serbs or whatever

          7  you know.

          8                 MR. RAFATI: And many are killed on

          9  the roads also.

         10                 MR. BIBIC: Pardon me?

         11                 MR. RAFATI: Many are killed on the

         12  roads also.

         13                 MR. BIBIC: Yes, they would kill them

         14  immediately and so on and so forth.

         15                 And I noticed when politicians, Mr.

         16  Dole recently, Vice President, said something.

         17  People speak about, they say Jews and Romas, nobody

         18  mentions the Serbs, and in 1941 Serbs were the only

         19  people in Eastern Europe who said no to Nazi

         20  Germany, Hungarians, Romanians, Albanians, Italians,

         21  they were all Nazis, and Serbs are the only one who

         22  fought.

         23                 Now, they have made obviously many

         24  mistakes and so on, I feel that they were drawn into

         25  this conflict, but I would like to -- it is a very
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          2  complicated issue, but I really would like to ask

          3  you, how do you feel now? Do you suffer more from

          4  Albanians or more from Serbs?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: The response could

          6  be brief, please. It is that time of day.

          7                 MR. RAFATI: The whole world is

          8  fighting around that place and I have to be brief,

          9  all right. Okay, I know. Thank you.

         10                 The problem with Roma, it is not that

         11  it didn't exist in former Yugoslavia, it did exist,

         12  and now there is a really, as I see it, I don't know

         13  how other people see it, but there is the hungry

         14  market makers that are really, really hungry and

         15  that in this country media doesn't show. There is

         16  not only the bare mountains and fighting there, and

         17  this media also doesn't show that NATO and other

         18  Western European countries supporting it for, and

         19  some investors who are corporated people here, it is

         20  in their favor to be that the war going on and for

         21  sure they don't care about Roma, for sure they don't

         22  care about 800 Albanians.

         23                 I do strongly feel in order to solve

         24  that problem in Balkan first you need to change the

         25  NATO policy, not to invest into the war. You have to
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          2  trust, to build a trust amongst those people. The

          3  problem are really foreigners in Balkan, I can tell

          4  it openly.

          5                 I was scary and I was afraid to be

          6  outspoken, and maybe that is why I came here to be

          7  so much outspoken. So, in order to solve the

          8  problem, I just want to mention this thing, just one

          9  simple example.

         10                 In the past the Medicare, the health

         11  care was all free owned by the government, but from

         12  the moment when collapsed socialism, that the

         13  Medicare is just like impossible in those countries,

         14  because from the moment it was privatized, the

         15  medicine were gone overnight. You don't have like

         16  for the children, you don't have the basic things,

         17  anesthesia for the operation, you don't have

         18  antibiotics, and the most one who are suffering are

         19  the people. That is the problem. You have to send

         20  there no male testosterones to teach soldiers how to

         21  fight, for what? To show how to kill. No, that is

         22  wrong.

         23                 We, as a civilized barbarians, who

         24  are very concerned about our market, we have to send

         25  there socialists, we have to send there teachers, we
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          2  have to send there real peace-makers, no

          3  peace-makers such as William Walker or Madeline

          4  Albright, who is nothing else than lady in drag.

          5                 That is the problem, you have to

          6  build communication. My friend journalist who cannot

          7  dare to call me because he is afraid that they are

          8  going to bug his phone, he is not -- I mean, he

          9  cannot fax me, he doesn't have a fax, he doesn't

         10  have any computer to e-mail me, he doesn't have any

         11  way of the communication, so that is the problem.

         12  You have to help people there. You have to send some

         13  woman there, not man, to deal with those problems,

         14  because men is repeating day-by-day their histories,

         15  we want to show our testosterones.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: We got the

         17  message. You just made your closing comments, I

         18  think in fairness to the other panelists, some of

         19  you have traveled far just to be present for this

         20  discussion, I think we should avail you some time

         21  just to make a brief closing comment.

         22                 MR. KASLOV: Really this is just such

         23  a great opportunity and I will make it another time.

         24  And I wish that so many people, many cities in the

         25  world, not just here in the United States, are doing
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          2  the same thing. And probably the issue around Roma

          3  would get much, the chances are going to be much

          4  better.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: Thank you.

          6                 Anyone else? Closing comment.

          7                 MS. KANWAR: You had asked a question

          8  about how to implement, or there was a discussion

          9  about how to implement an educational system that

         10  works for Roma people and I think that until there

         11  is a time when there are teachers available, Roma

         12  teachers available, I think education of all school

         13  children is just critical, it is just crucial, and

         14  the reason that there is a lot of -- it is difficult

         15  for children of any minority group I think to go to

         16  a place where it is not all their own people, but I

         17  think what makes it particularly difficult is that

         18  there are children who don't even believe that these

         19  are real people and I think that starting from the

         20  very, the very idea that this is an ethnic group,

         21  these are people to be respected, and that they have

         22  their own traditions that should be respected in the

         23  classroom is an important first step.

         24                 DR. CROWE: In Eastern Europe, when

         25  the communists came to power, when they had begun to
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          2  discover this large Roma community and they began to

          3  sort of implement policies to sort of assimilate

          4  them into society, the big problem they came up with

          5  was societal prejudice, and I think that one of the

          6  things these discussions have brought out today is

          7  the prejudice towards the Rom is pretty much

          8  universal, and it seems to me what we have got to

          9  weigh here is the question of dehumanization versus

         10  humanization. And as a starting point, not only are

         11  we talking about specific policies to bring Rom more

         12  into the mainstream of American society and New York

         13  society, but also hand-in-hand with that we have got

         14  to combat the stereotypes. When we see a Disney film

         15  such as the Hunchback of Notre Dame, portraying a

         16  Rom woman, Esmerelda, in this stereotypical manner,

         17  we need to speak out against it. When we see

         18  articles in the press that talk about Gypsy this,

         19  Gypsy that, we need to speak out. So, I think we

         20  have got a multiple level of problems we need to

         21  address and the starting point is within ourselves

         22  and perhaps the stereotypes that when we hear the

         23  word Gypsy come to mind.

         24                 MR. KASLOV: I would like to be very

         25  brief, because Joy put it so well about the children
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          2  needing to be educated. So, she basically said what

          3  I really wanted to say which is on my mind, the

          4  children. Without our children my people aren't

          5  going to wind up anywhere. In this society, in host

          6  societies in other countries, we have to start with

          7  our children first.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 MR. OTWAY: I think that in the

         10  history of the United States the politics of

         11  recognition of encapsulated nations have been a

         12  very, very sorry process, and that what we really

         13  must begin with is the acknowledgment of the people

         14  as they are and not try and make the Rom into

         15  something else, to acknowledge the existence of Rom

         16  culture and self-government and move forward on

         17  that, not try to make the Rom into something in our

         18  own image. And once we accept and acknowledge Rom as

         19  Rom, then we can begin to address these problems so

         20  that Rom could trade secrecy in the United States

         21  for sovereignty, because they have maintained their

         22  sovereignty through secrecy and in a democracy, I

         23  don't think that should be the way that an

         24  encapsulated people survive.

         25                 And, again, I have to thank Lloyd
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          2  Henry for beginning this extraordinary process.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: At great risk.

          4                 Professor Mirga.

          5                 PROFESSOR MIRGA: Thank you. I would

          6  like just to encourage everyone to go ahead with

          7  education of Romany children, not to be too much

          8  afraid and think too much that there are beliefs,

          9  there are stereotypes. We face this as well. Black

         10  people face as well with this. Many failed, but many

         11  went ahead and had success. So, don't stop. Go

         12  ahead.

         13                 Thanks.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: It isn't often

         15  that we give our counsel an opportunity to voice,

         16  you know, his opinion. He has been silent throughout

         17  this discussion.

         18                 Mr. Carl Smith.

         19                 MR. SMITH: I think a lot has been

         20  said this afternoon in this academic colloquium, and

         21  I think the main purpose was education. I am sure

         22  there are multiple sides to this issue but this is a

         23  side that needs to be further developed and

         24  explored.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON HENRY: What I can add to

          3  that is that I should like to thank the members of

          4  the panel for this eye-opener, at least for me,

          5  because I, myself, have been conditioned otherwise

          6  through a colonial system of government, the British

          7  system, and you know, I really am thankful and

          8  grateful for this exercise that you have put us

          9  through this afternoon, and I know that I am

         10  expressing the sentiments of most of, if not all,

         11  the audience present, and all I can add to that is

         12  that the discussions will continue.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 4:15 p.m.)
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