New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0255-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Hanks, Narcisse, and Stevens

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the establishment of a process to divert young people to community-based organizations in lieu of arrest

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
Many justice-involved young people become involved with the criminal justice system as a result of a lack of suppors — i.e. regular income, housing, or food. Many New Yorkers are not connected to relevant services until it is too late and they are experiencing an emergency, including young people. 

Presently, justice-involved young people are only connected to community support late in the process through court mandates. This bill envisions a stronger, more pro-active program that would connect young people with support at an earlier point of intervention — the moment of arrest or police contact. This approach allows officers to divert young people to appropriate community-based organizations in lieu of criminal enforcement, creating a pathway to support before deeper system involvement occurs.

Through this program, uniformed officers, including neighborhood coordination officers and youth coordination officers, may connect young people and their families encountered during arrests, radio assignments, or other field operations to trusted community-based organizations that provide critical intervention services. These services include mentorship, recreational and after-school programming, job placement, and skill development, all of which are proven to reduce recidivism and improve long-term outcomes while strengthening police-community trust.

This legislation would formalize youth diversion guidance, require interagency coordination, and establish regular reporting to ensure transparency and accountability. By embedding community partners directly into public safety strategies, this bill advances neighborhood policing at its highest form by prioritizing prevention, precision intervention, and community-led solutions that reduce future police contact and carceral outcomes.







