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INTRODUCTION

	On April 23, 2025, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Shekar Krishnan, will hold an oversight hearing entitled “Improving Recreational Access to Athletic Fields and Playgrounds.” Additionally, the Committee will hear Int. No. 566, sponsored by Council Member Gale Brewer, in relation to an annual plan to expand access to school playgrounds, Int. No. 573, sponsored by Council Member Brewer, in relation to increasing the number of drinking fountains adjacent to public parks and greenstreets, and Int. No. 643, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, in relation to a plan to identify and facilitate the use of indoor facilities for basketball games. Representatives from the Department of Parks and Recreation (“DPR”), parks conservancies and alliances, parks advocates, community organizations, as well as other concerned community groups, have been invited to testify.
BACKGROUND

DPR maintains one of the oldest and largest municipal park systems in the country. The agency maintains over 30,000 acres of developed, natural, and undeveloped parkland, which constitutes 14 percent of New York City’s (“the City”) landmass, including 5,000 facilities that encompass nearly 1,000 playgrounds, 800 athletic fields, 550 tennis courts, 65 swimming pools, 51 recreational facilities, and 14 miles of beaches.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  See, DPR Website, About the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/about] 

Ballfields and Tennis Courts
DPR hosts thousands of sporting events yearly, including baseball, basketball, cricket, football, softball, soccer, and tennis, among other sports.[footnoteRef:2] Organized sports leagues and individuals who are looking to reserve a field or court must request, and be issued, a permit in order to make use of that field or court.[footnoteRef:3] Parties seeking to obtain a permit can apply online at the DPR website using DPR’s Field and Court Requests system and can create their own account.[footnoteRef:4] Typically, DPR issues approximately 8,300 athletic field permits annually, which translates to over 900,000 hours of playing time.[footnoteRef:5] Overall, DPR provides athletic fields and issues permits to approximately 1,000 youth leagues, 400 schools enrolled in the Public School Athletic League (“PSAL”), an additional 400 schools affiliated with leagues other than PSAL and 600 adult leagues.[footnoteRef:6] DPR coordinates with Parks Enforcement Patrol to ensure that permit rules are being followed and that players are using their permitted time appropriately.[footnoteRef:7] [2:  See, DPR Website, Field and Court Permit Requests, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/permits/field-and-court/request]  [3:  Id.]  [4:  Id.]  [5:  Testimony of Deputy Commissioner of Urban Park Service and Public Programs at DPR, Margaret Nelson at a February 22, 2021, City Council Hearing on the Athletic Field Permit Process, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4774016&GUID=0D25EE0E-D2DC-4B1E-9F81-495F3935BAC3&Options=&Search= ]  [6:  Id. ]  [7:  Id.] 

There are two types of categories for organized sports leagues (“leagues”): youth leagues and adult leagues. Youth leagues are generally high school leagues, little leagues, community-based organization leagues and unaffiliated leagues,[footnoteRef:8] where participants must be 17 years-old or younger.[footnoteRef:9]  DPR does not charge a fee for youth athletic permits.[footnoteRef:10] Currently, for youth baseball and softball leagues, once a permit is awarded, an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) device provided by DPR and a trained responder must be present at every game and practice,[footnoteRef:11] in accordance with local laws.[footnoteRef:12]    [8:  See, DPR Website, §2-12 Ballfield and Athletic Court, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/rules/section-2-12]  [9:  Id.]  [10:  Id.]  [11:  Pursuant to Local Laws 57 of 2016, 104 of 2016 and 119 of 2018, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/Legislation.aspx]  [12:  See, DPR Website, Requesting a Field and Court Permit, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/permits/field-and-court/request/priorities] 

Adult leagues include community-based organization leagues, competitive leagues, college leagues, corporate leagues, independent leagues, and unaffiliated leagues.[footnoteRef:13] Participants in adult leagues are 18 years old and older and are not affiliated with a school program.[footnoteRef:14] DPR permit fees for adult leagues by field surface are as follows: [13:  See, DPR Website, §2-12 Ballfield and Athletic Court, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/rules/section-2-12]  [14:  Id.] 

· Field Lights - $15 per hour
· Synthetic turf fields (large and/or full field) - $41 per hour
· Synthetic turf fields (multipurpose) - $28 per hour
· Natural fields - $24 per hour
· Hard top surfaces - $20 per hour.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  See, DPR Website, §2-09 Fee Schedules, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/rules/section-2-09] 

 
DPR processes permit applications for fields before the start date of each season and provides a chart on its website of when to apply for a permit depending on when the applicant wants to play.  For example, to receive a permit to play on a field during April 1st through August 31st, renewal permit applicants should apply November 15th through December 14th, new applicants should apply December 30th through January 30th, and remaining applicants should apply March 1st through August 30th.[footnoteRef:16] To receive a permit to play on a field during September 1st through November 30th, renewal permit applicants should apply April 15th through May 14th, new applicants should apply May 30th through June 30th, and remaining applicants should apply August 1st through November 23 rd.[footnoteRef:17]  To receive a permit to play on a field during December 1st through March 31st, renewal permit applicants should apply September 15th through October 14th, new applicants should apply October 21st through November 8th, and remaining applicants should apply November 18th through March 23rd.[footnoteRef:18] Applicants can also request a field or court any time after the start dates per season, however requests made within the optimal period for the season are given priority.[footnoteRef:19]  [16:  See, DPR Website, §2-12 Ballfield and Athletic Court, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/rules/section-2-12]  [17:  Id. ]  [18:  Id.]  [19:  Id.] 

Once applications have been received, DPR categorizes applicants as follows:
1. Youth or adult league;
2. Returning or new applicants;
3. Game or practice;
4. Not-for-profit or other applicant;
5. Short-term or seasonal applicants.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Id. ] 


When the application period ends, DPR prioritizes applicants as follows:
1. Returning youth and official school leagues
2. Returning adult permit holders
3. New permit requests.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Id.] 

Permits for the use of DPR’s 550 tennis courts follow a different process. Permits are offered for both full-season and for single-play[footnoteRef:22] and are required to use an outdoor court between the first Saturday in April and the Sunday before Thanksgiving.[footnoteRef:23]  Full-season permits can be purchased online, by mail or in person at one of DPR’s permit locations.[footnoteRef:24] Full-season permits are offered to adults, ages 18 to 61, at a cost of $100,[footnoteRef:25] seniors, ages 62 and older, at a cost of $20 and permits for children and teenagers under 18 years old cost $10.[footnoteRef:26] DPR offers single-play permits at $15 per court, per hour, at any tennis court throughout the city.[footnoteRef:27]  DPR requires players to make reservations for up to seven days ahead, not including the day that the reservation is made, up until midnight on the day before play is scheduled.[footnoteRef:28] [22:  See, DPR Website, Tennis Permit and Court Reservation Help, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/permits/tennis-permits]  [23:  Id. ]  [24:  Id.]  [25:  Id. ]  [26:  Id.]  [27:  Id.]  [28:  Id.] 

In 2012, DPR adopted new rules to: accommodate youth athletic opportunities while still providing adults with reasonable access to ballfields and courts; include more transparency on how permit requests are processed; accommodate as many requests as possible for ballfield or court permits; and better explain DPR’s practices when accepting, processing and issuing ballfield permit applications in an attempt to fairly allocate ballfields and courts amongst a wide range of applicants.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Public Hearing, Opportunity to Comment on Proposed Rule Regarding Changes to Ballfields Rules, January 26, 2012.] 

	DPR also worked with the then Mayor’s Office of Citywide Event Coordination and Management and the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications to move from a paper-based permitting system to a web-based permitting system.[footnoteRef:30] DPR conducted a comprehensive endeavor to map and compile attribute data for all its athletic fields and courts, which served as the basis for its online permitting system, now known as the Citywide Event Management System (CEMS).[footnoteRef:31] DPR has been fully utilizing CEMS for all special event and athletic DPR permits issued to the public since 2014.[footnoteRef:32] [30:  Testimony of First Deputy Commissioner of DPR, Liam Kavanagh at an April 30, 2018, City Council Hearing on the Athletic Field Permit Process, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3478750&GUID=B70D29F7-6952-4D91-BD91-955714D2E70E&Options=&Search=]  [31:  Id.]  [32:  Id.] 

In recent years, sports league administrators throughout the City have complained that some leagues were abusing the DPR permit system and holding onto their permits for a particular ballfield even when they were not using the fields during their allotted time.[footnoteRef:33] League administrators have also stated that it is becoming more difficult to get playing time for the lack of ballfields available and that some of the ballfields that are available are geographically distant and difficult for players to reach.[footnoteRef:34] On June 28, 2024, DPR announced that it would hold a public hearing on proposed changes to its athletic permit rules.[footnoteRef:35] Under the then proposed rules, which were subsequently adopted, DPR aimed to: “give additional guidance to individuals and groups applying to reserve ballfields and courts under the jurisdiction of the Department; streamline the permit application and review process by specifying when the Department will accept applications for new and returning permit applicants; establish clear parameters regarding which permit applicants will be required to submit proof of insurance to reserve ballfields and courts under the jurisdiction of the Department; update athletic permit fees; and clarify and expand the permit categories and priority classifications established by the agency.”[footnoteRef:36] [33:  Stephen Rex Brown, “Parks Dept. Weighs New Rules on Permits to Free More Fields for Youth Sports,” The New York Times, January 12, 2012, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/13/nyregion/parks-dept-changes-could-free-more-fields-for-youth-sports.html]  [34:  Marc Bussanich, “New Sports, More Players and Limited Space are a Challenge to NYC Parks,” CITYLIMITS, August 19, 2019, available at https://citylimits.org/2019/08/19/new-sports-more-players-and-limited-space-are-a-challenge-to-nyc-parks/]  [35:  Press Release, NYC Parks Announces Public Hearing and Opportunity for Comment on Proposed Athletic Permit Rule and Fee Changes, Department of Parks and Recreation, Friday, June 28, 2024, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/news/press-releases?id=22170]  [36:  Id.] 

Playgrounds 
Playgrounds are the cornerstones of many neighborhoods, and an integral part of growing up in the City. For the children of today’s City, playgrounds combine fun, learning and exercise. There are approximately 2,067 public playgrounds throughout the City, including approximately 1,000 DPR playgrounds, 796 playgrounds maintained by the New York City Housing Authority and 243 playgrounds that are on Department of Education property but open to the public after school hours.[footnoteRef:37] According to DPR, the birth of public playgrounds officially began in 1887 with the Small Parks Act, which allowed the City to purchase small open spaces for children’s playgrounds.  However, the idea of public playgrounds did not really get off the ground until 1898, when Charles B. Stover and Lillian D. Wald of the Settlement House, formed the Outdoor Recreation League (ORL).[footnoteRef:38] The ORL sponsored and maintained privately-funded public playgrounds on parkland, and created some of the first organized recreational activities for children.[footnoteRef:39]  Until the creation of ORL, the only public playgrounds were provided by the Board of Education.[footnoteRef:40]  In 1902, Mayor Seth Low arranged to have DPR work in conjunction with ORL to operate and improve playgrounds.[footnoteRef:41]  Their first project was the creation of Seward Park, New York City’s and the United States’ first municipally built playground.[footnoteRef:42] [37:  Report of the New York City Comptroller’s Office, State of Play: A new Model for NYC Playgrounds, April 27, 2019, available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/state-of-play-a-new-model-for-nyc-playgrounds/#_edn1]  [38:  See, DPR Website, History of Playgrounds in Parks, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/history/playgrounds]  [39:  Id.]  [40:  Id. ]  [41:  Id.]  [42:  DPR also made another nation-wide first, according to the 2002-2003 DPR Biennial Report, by installing what may be the nation’s first grey water recycling system in a playground in Seward Park with funds from the Department of Environmental Conservation during FY 2002.  This system cleans water from the playground spray shower and reuses that water to irrigate the park’s gardens and trees.] 

	As the idea of playgrounds began to catch on, their numbers increased steadily. By 1913, there were 46 DPR operated playgrounds.[footnoteRef:43] By 1915, there were 70 equipped playgrounds throughout the City.[footnoteRef:44] By the 1920’s, playgrounds had become essential components of park systems throughout the United States.[footnoteRef:45] When Robert Moses became Parks Commissioner in 1934, there were 119 playgrounds, and by the end of his tenure in 1960, the number had grown to 777.[footnoteRef:46] According to DPR, the rapid growth of playground facilities in the City was assisted by massive federal spending during the Great Depression through the Works Progress Administration.[footnoteRef:47] [43:  See, DPR Website, History of Playgrounds in Parks, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/history/playgrounds]  [44:  Id. ]  [45:  Id.]  [46:  Id.]  [47:  Id.] 

	Over the years, there have been numerous trends in playground design. In the 1950’s, playgrounds with interactive concrete shapes were the rage. “Adventure Playgrounds” debuted in the 1960’s and 1970’s as a way to tap into a child’s imagination.[footnoteRef:48] Playground safety became  more of a focus in the 1970’s, as a higher degree of professional attention was paid to safety concerns, and many playgrounds were retrofitted to eliminate hazardous conditions, such as the addition of outdoor safety padding to reduce the impact from falls on hard surfaces.[footnoteRef:49] In the 1980’s and 1990’s, playgrounds were designed to reflect the culture and history of their neighborhoods, or to include elements that bore some relationship to the name of the playground (for example, the kite with key, light bulbs, and eels, are symbols of electricity, that adorn the play equipment at Electric Playground, which takes its name from Electchester Houses in Flushing, Queens).[footnoteRef:50] New York City was also the first city in the United States to build a playground for disabled and able-bodied children, which was completed in 1984 at Flushing Meadows Corona Park.[footnoteRef:51]   [48:  Id.]  [49:  Id.]  [50:  Background information adapted from The Daily Plant, Vol. XVII No. 3698, Oct. 16, 2003 and information obtained from the official DPR website, www.nycgovparks.org;  https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/electric-playground/history ]  [51:  See, DPR Website, Flushing Meadows Corona Park, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/flushing-meadows-corona-park/highlights/12639] 

Joint Use Playgrounds
The concept of adapting playgrounds for joint use by public school children and the surrounding community began in the City with the creation of Jointly Operated Playgrounds (JOPs).  JOPs started in the 1930’s when the Board of Education agreed to provide land next to schools that DPR would build and maintain for recreational purposes.[footnoteRef:52] State law provides general authorization for schools to adapt their grounds for joint use. Specifically, New York State Education Law Article 9 § 414 states that local boards of education “may adopt reasonable regulations for the use of …schoolhouses, grounds or other property…when not in use for school purposes or when the school is in use for school purposes if in the opinion of the trustees or board of education use will not be disruptive of normal school operations.” Generally, JOPs are used exclusively by schools during regular school hours, and are open to the public at all other times.[footnoteRef:53] There are currently about 267 JOPs throughout the City that DPR staff cleans, maintains, renovates, and upgrades, though they are not officially mapped as parkland.  JOPs tend to be concentrated in areas of the City that have low levels of open space.  In fact, the City’s ongoing Community Parks Initiative (CPI) set up zones in areas of the City that are low income, high density, and have parks that have been neglected, possibly for decades, so that such parks can be targeted for major capital investments.[footnoteRef:54] About 116 of the 267 JOPs are located in these CPI zones, where the open space ratio is 0.93 acres per 1,000 residents, which is below the City average 1.5 acres per 1,000 residents and the goal of 2.5 acres for 1,000 residents.[footnoteRef:55] Without JOPs, those neighborhoods would have even less access to much needed recreational space, thus diminishing the quality of life of such neighborhoods’ residents.   [52:  See, DPR Website, History of Playgrounds in Parks, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/about/history/playgrounds]  [53:  Id.]  [54:  See, NYC Parks: Framework for an Equitable Future, New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, Fall 2014.]  [55:  Testimony of the Municipal Art Society of New York at City Council Hearing on Parks and Recreation regarding the Parks Department Equity Initiatives, February 28, 2018, available at https://www.mas.org/news/jointly-operated-playgrounds-risk-undermining-parks-equity/] 

Schoolyards to Playgrounds 
	The Schoolyards to Playgrounds Initiative (“the initiative”) is another joint effort between DPR, DOE and the non-profit sector to expand access to open space for the City’s children. The initiative started in 2007, with a $111 million capital investment from the administration of then-Mayor Michael Bloomberg, where the City, in conjunction with the non-profit organization Trust for Public Land, targeted certain DOE schoolyards, in order to transform them into more vibrant parks and make them open and accessible to the community at large.[footnoteRef:56] The renovation work typically includes the addition of ballfields, basketball courts, play equipment, gardens, trees, benches, fencing, turf, landscaping, and the sealing and painting of surfaces to the existing schoolyard.[footnoteRef:57] Playgrounds that are part of this initiative are chosen based on whether the neighborhoods they are located in have a high population density, a population projected to grow, limited existing play or open space and a lack of other vacant land that can be developed into a new park or playground.[footnoteRef:58] The City handles the procurement and construction processes, while partnering with schools and communities in the design process.[footnoteRef:59] Once complete, the renovated playgrounds are turned over to DOE to maintain and operate.[footnoteRef:60] These former schoolyards, which had previously been off limits to their respective communities, are now open and accessible to the public on weekdays from after school until dusk, and from 8AM until dusk on weekends or days when school is not in session.[footnoteRef:61] Since the initiative started, hundreds of playgrounds have undergone renovation and been made publicly accessible.[footnoteRef:62] Since the inception of the program, it has been estimated that these revamped parks and playgrounds have brought more than one quarter million more New Yorkers within a 10-minute walk of a park and have increased the availability for more adults and high school students to be able to meet recommended levels of physical activity.[footnoteRef:63]  [56:  See, Trust For Public Land Website, NYC Launches “Schoolyard to Playground” Initiative,” July 2, 2007, available at https://www.tpl.org/media-room/nyc-launches-schoolyard-playground-initiative]  [57:  Gail Cornwall, “Playgrounds for All, The success of ‘joint use’ programs in San Francisco and New York shows the benefits of opening schoolyards up to the local community,” The Atlantic, April, 29, 2016, available at https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/04/playgrounds-for-all/480453/. ]  [58:  Id.]  [59:  Id.]  [60:  Id.]  [61:  See, DPR Website, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/greening/planyc/schoolyards. ]  [62:  Id.]  [63:  See supra, note 6.] 

LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by the Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Int. No. 566, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an annual plan to expand access to school playgrounds. 

Int. No. 566 would require DPR to consult with DOE to create and submit to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council an annual plan to expand public access to school playgrounds. The plan would need to prioritize playgrounds that are located in environmental justice areas and include, for the upcoming year, a list of at least 25 school playgrounds that could be maintained and operated by DPR and DOE and used by the public on weekends and after school hours, a list of the duties of DPR and DOE in relation to increasing the number of playgrounds available to the public, the estimated budget required, and any challenges with implementing the plan. 
	This local law would take effect immediately. 

Int. No. 573, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the number of drinking fountains adjacent to public parks and greenstreets. 

Int. No. 573 would require a regular evaluation of the need for drinking fountains on locations under the jurisdiction of DPR that are adjacent to non-park land. The bill also requires the installation of a certain number of additional drinking fountains.
	This local law would take effect immediately. 
Int. No. 643, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a plan to identify and facilitate the use of indoor facilities for basketball games. 

Int. No. 643 would require DPR, in coordination with DOE, to create a plan that would identify and facilitate the use of indoor basketball courts and gyms for organized basketball leagues to use when weather would not permit use of outdoor basketball courts. The plan would need to address how DPR will facilitate the use of indoor basketball courts and gyms that are maintained or operated by the city, how DPR will coordinate with other relevant agencies to facilitate the use of indoor basketball courts and gyms, and ways to identify private indoor basketball courts and gyms that are available for use by basketball leagues.
	This local law would take effect immediately. 
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Int. No. 566
 
By Council Members Brewer, Restler, Hudson, Hanif, Krishnan, Cabán, Menin, Brooks-Powers, Sanchez, Farías, Zhuang, Banks, Nurse, Ossé, Rivera, Avilés, Holden and Riley
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to an annual plan to expand access to school playgrounds
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-160 to read as follows:
§ 18-160 Public access to school playgrounds. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the term “environmental justice area” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3-1001.
b. No later than 90 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section, and annually thereafter, the department shall consult with the department of education to create and submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a plan to expand public access to playgrounds located at a public school or any facility that is leased by the department of education or over which the department of education has care, custody, and control, in which there is a public school, including a charter school, to provide public access to the playgrounds at 8:00 am to dusk on weekends, school breaks and after school hours whenever school programs are not in session. The plan shall focus on playgrounds that are not already accessible to the public on weekends and after school hours, shall prioritize playgrounds that are located in environmental justice areas, and shall include, but need not be limited to, the following for the upcoming year:
1. A list of at least 25 playgrounds that could be operated and maintained by the department and the department of education and used by the public on weekends and after school hours, and the reasons why the locations were chosen;
2. A list of the proposed duties and responsibilities of the department and the department of education in relation to operating and maintaining such additional playgrounds that would be used by the public on weekends and after school hours;
3. The total estimated budget required to operate and maintain such additional playgrounds that would be used by the public on weekends and after school hours, including a breakdown of specific estimated costs; and
4. Any anticipated challenges with implementing the plan.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 573
 
By Council Members Brewer, Dinowitz, Feliz, Won, Hanif, Gennaro, Hudson, Schulman, Cabán, Rivera, Sanchez, Brooks-Powers and Banks
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing the number of drinking fountains adjacent to public parks and greenstreets
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1.  Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-158 to read as follows:
§18-158 Drinking fountains and parks. a. For purposes of this section, “greenstreets” shall mean a location under the jurisdiction of the commissioner that is used as a pedestrian thoroughfare that is not inside of or adjacent to a park.
b. The commissioner shall on a regular basis, beginning on January 1, 2023 and no less than every five years thereafter, complete an evaluation of the need for drinking fountains on locations under the jurisdiction of the commissioner, that are adjacent to non-park land, including both greenstreets and the perimeters of public parks. Such evaluation shall consider both the proximity of existing sources of public drinking water and how heavily trafficked such locations are by pedestrians and bicyclists. At the conclusion of each evaluation, the commissioner shall report to the council on the seventy-five such locations, as identified by the commissioner, that would most benefit from the installation of drinking fountains for public use.
c. Prior to July 1, 2023, no less than twenty-five drinking fountains available for public use shall be installed and maintained at locations identified by the commissioner in the report issued pursuant to subdivision b of this section. Every five years hence, the department shall install and maintain no less than twenty-five additional drinking fountains for public use, at locations identified by the commissioner pursuant to subdivision b. Anytime after July 2, 2033, the commissioner may determine not to install any further drinking fountains under this section and shall inform the speaker of the council in writing of such determination and the reasons therefor.
§2.  This local law takes effect immediately. 
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Int. No. 643
 
By Council Members Riley, Gutiérrez, Stevens, Won, Feliz, Salaam, Brewer, Hanif, Farías, De La Rosa, Restler, Williams, Schulman, Ossé, Sanchez, Menin, Krishnan, Cabán, Moya, Hudson, Narcisse, Joseph, Banks, Paladino, Ariola and Vernikov
 
A Local Law in relation to a plan to identify and facilitate the use of indoor facilities for basketball games
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. a. Definitions. As used in this local law, the term “basketball league” means an organized league that has a valid permit approved by the department of parks and recreation to reserve an outdoor basketball court in advance for a specified time and date.
b. Plan. No later than 120 days after the effective date of this local law, the department of parks and recreation, in coordination with the department of education, shall prepare and submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on its website, a plan to identify and facilitate the use of indoor basketball courts and gyms which may be used by basketball leagues on days when the weather does not permit use of outdoor basketball courts. The department of parks and recreation shall implement the plan no later than 60 days after the plan has been submitted. The plan shall address, but need not be limited to:
1. How the department of parks and recreation and the department of education will facilitate the use of indoor basketball courts and gyms that are maintained or operated by the city;
2. How the department of parks and recreation will coordinate with other relevant agencies to facilitate the use of indoor basketball courts and gyms; and
3. Ways to identify private indoor basketball courts and gyms that are available for use by basketball leagues.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.

Session 13
LS #14068
01/10/2024
 
Session 12
JEF
LS #14068
10/2/23 1:00pm
20

image1.png




