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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Good afternoon,

          3  everyone. Thank you for coming. The official meeting

          4  of the Civil Service and Labor has officially

          5  commenced.

          6                 I would like to start by introducing

          7  the Council Members that represent the different

          8  boroughs and they will introduce themselves,

          9  starting with my immediate left.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Pedro Espada,

         11  17th, Bronx.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Angel

         13  Rodriguez, 38th, Brooklyn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Annette

         15  Robinson, 36th Council District, Brooklyn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Council Member

         17  Lasher, 46th District.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you.

         19                 Today the Committee on Civil Service

         20  and Labor will hold its first hearing of the year,

         21  of the new year, and under the heading of an

         22  organizational meeting.

         23                 As Chair of the Committee, I feel

         24  that it is important to briefly assess what the

         25  Committee has done so far under my leadership and to
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          2  chart a course for the current year.

          3                 I use the term current year rather

          4  than the current session because it is so important

          5  to constantly monitor, evaluate and if necessary

          6  modify and alter goals and objectives as they arise,

          7  as issues arise.

          8                 The Committee on Civil Service and

          9  Labor is a focused, task oriented Committee, which

         10  sets certain targets and expects to meet those

         11  targets.

         12                 During calendar year 1998, the

         13  Committee briefly passed 13 amendments -- I am

         14  sorry, it says effectively, not briefly, during the

         15  Calendar Year 1998, the Committee effectively passed

         16  13 amendments to the City's collective bargaining

         17  law, which until that time had last been amended in

         18  1980. It passed legislation over the Mayor's veto

         19  which sought to allow qualified police candidates

         20  over the age of 34 to become police officers, passed

         21  legislation allowing a sanitation worker killed in

         22  the line of duty to receive additional monetary

         23  benefits for his family and held a hearing on

         24  minority recruitment in the City's Fire Department.

         25                 The Committee also held hearings on

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2  private labor disputes, one, a labor dispute

          3  concerning a prominent New York City steakhouse, and

          4  two, a hearing concerning the National Basketball

          5  Association lockout.

          6                 It should be emphasized that this

          7  Committee under its bold and aggressive leadership

          8  and staff got the NBA Players Association and the

          9  NBA League to offer statements into the record

         10  detailing their negotiating positions and arguments.

         11  I believe this strongly demonstrates the respect

         12  that business and industry have, not just for this

         13  Committee, but certainly for the City Council.

         14                 On that note I want to briefly

         15  outline my vision for this Committee this year.

         16                 First we will have oversight

         17  regarding District Council 37. As you are well

         18  aware, DC 37 has undergone recent leadership changes

         19  in light of ongoing investigations, and we will be

         20  pursuing dialogue on that.

         21                 Two is the oversight of the Equal

         22  Employment Opportunity, review of the City's Equal

         23  Employment Practice Commission, three will be

         24  oversight on the Vacancy Control Board, we need to

         25  examine appointments to the civil service list of
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          2  our City, four will be oversight with the Committee

          3  on Economic Development on job loss in this City,

          4  the affect of corporate mergers, and its impact on

          5  the size of the City's workforce, and five, a Fire

          6  Department recruitment date.

          7                 Please be advised that these items

          8  may involve several hearings and necessary

          9  collective legislation and resolutions may result

         10  accordingly.

         11                 I would now like to turn the floor

         12  over to my colleagues for issues that they would

         13  like to see undertaken by the Committee in the

         14  current year.

         15                 Council Member Robinson?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes, Madame

         17  Chair. I would like to applaud the efforts of the

         18  Committee thus far, and also in looking at the

         19  Division for the '99 year, I think that certainly

         20  those items that you have described are certainly a

         21  benefit to the people of the City of New York.

         22                 I would like to offer one item that I

         23  think that we have not dealt with, and recently

         24  there was new legislation passed in Albany in regard

         25  to pension requirements, and I think that we might
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          2  look at the new pension requirements and its impact

          3  on the City and how people might be able to take

          4  advantage of it.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you so much,

          7  and I agree, we need to be looking at that.

          8                 Council Member Rodriguez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Thank you.

         10                 You mentioned that we did some work

         11  last year with Fire Department recruitment, and I

         12  think that we really need to follow-up on that

         13  aggressively and make sure that the fact that, you

         14  know, maybe six percent of the people in the Fire

         15  Department are people of color, that somehow has to

         16  be rectified. As you know, there is a test that is

         17  going to be given in February of this year and they

         18  were supposed to have reported to us with regard to

         19  the number of people of color that had received

         20  applications, submitted applications, they were

         21  going to follow through on them and they still

         22  haven't provided me with that information and they

         23  said they would. So, I would appreciate it, if as a

         24  Committee we request that information, but

         25  additionally we try to speed up, when we do the fire
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          2  recruitment, because it is important that people in

          3  our communities understand that those jobs are for

          4  our communities. The City is a City that has about

          5  50 percent people of color and that number is not

          6  acceptable to me. I have given this Committee and

          7  all of the members of this Committee a lot of

          8  information of back and forth with the Fire

          9  Department. We had a hearing, at that hearing the

         10  Commissioner left early, we weren't able to follow

         11  up on questions and they assured us that they would.

         12  That was several months ago and we still haven't

         13  done that, and I think that we really need to put

         14  the pressure on them, let them know that we are not

         15  going to sit by and allow them to continue these

         16  practices.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you.

         19                 Mr. Espada.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Well, I, too,

         21  would like to applaud the Committee. I think that we

         22  have an agenda of some serious issues that need to

         23  be looked at in a very serious light, especially the

         24  one that my colleague was just speaking of with

         25  regards to the Fire Department, and especially that
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          2  of DC 37, and the complete and total change over of

          3  that organization and what our involvement should

          4  be, if any, in that, and finding out and making sure

          5  that justice occurs in regards to the election that

          6  was dealt with in an appropriate fashion. For us to

          7  be able to follow up and make sure that we have

          8  insight on that in a formal capacity, as we have not

          9  at this point. And I think that those issues and

         10  many others that were outlined would be good areas

         11  for us to be able to begin in this session, I am

         12  sure that other issues will come up for us to be

         13  able to address.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Carl.

         16                 MR. SMITH: I just want to bring you

         17  up-to-date on some matters that were recently

         18  introduced in the Council.

         19                 There was a resolution introduced by

         20  Council Member Foster concerning the United Farm

         21  Workers and the problems that they are having

         22  organizing out with a firm Durego Brothers out in

         23  California. They also do work at the Hunt's Point

         24  Terminal up in the Bronx so I think that is

         25  something we need to look at.
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          2                 Also, there was a resolution

          3  introduced concerning increasing the minimum wage,

          4  that is something that President Clinton mentioned

          5  in his -- addressed the other evening, and it is

          6  something that we need to look at seriously also. It

          7  is calling upon Congress to raise the minimum wage

          8  by a dollar over a two-year period. So those are

          9  items that are currently in the hopper, things that

         10  we need to look at.

         11                 Another matter that is very critical

         12  that the Committee needs to look at is the Vacancy

         13  Control Board.

         14                 We have had some matters and issues

         15  that have been brought to our attention concerning

         16  appointments to the civil service where people had

         17  been in the pipeline for upwards to a year of trying

         18  to get -- trying to secure employment with the City.

         19  It has caused some problems in the agencies and, you

         20  know, we really need to take a serious look at that

         21  issue and make certain that people who are qualified

         22  to work for the City, who have applied to work for

         23  the City, have an opportunity to come in and work

         24  for the City expeditiously.

         25                 So, those are matters that are under
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          2  consideration and we need to look at during the

          3  current year.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON CRUZ: Thank you.

          5                 I am certainly very pleased with what

          6  I certainly feel is an aggressive agenda, a fair

          7  agenda, and I am delighted to hear that my

          8  colleagues concur with it, and if there is nothing

          9  further at this point, I think we have our work cut

         10  out for us and I look forward to working with not

         11  just my colleagues, but certainly all of the

         12  representatives from the various agencies and

         13  entities that have joined us.

         14                 Thank you. This meeting is now

         15  adjourned.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 1:30 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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