Int. No. 348

By Council Members Nurse, Louis, Stevens, Joseph, Gutiérrez and Salaam

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating lock change procedures in response to illegal lockouts
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


2

2

Section 1. Chapter 5 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 26-529.1 to read as follows:
§ 26-529.1 Illegal lockouts. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “illegal lockout” means an instance in which a person who has legally occupied a dwelling for at least 30 days is forcibly removed or locked out of such dwelling without an order from a court of competent jurisdiction. 
b. The police commissioner shall establish procedures under which the police department shall change the door locks on dwellings to allow lawful occupants to reoccupy such dwellings in cases where the police department has probable cause to believe that an illegal lockout has taken place.
c. When dwelling locks are changed pursuant to such procedures, the police department shall make reasonable efforts to identify all lawful occupants of the dwelling and shall provide a key that opens the changed locks to all such lawful occupants and to the dwelling owner.
d. The police commissioner shall add such lock change procedures to the police department’s patrol guide.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the police commissioner shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date. 
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