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       1                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  The Council 

       2            meeting for September 13th is called to 

       3            order.

       4                Mr. Clerk, can we begin with the roll 

       5            call, please?

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Able.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER ABLE:  Here.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Berman?

       9                COUNCILMEMBER BERMAN:  Here.

      10                MR. CHERRY:  Boyland.

      11                COUNCILMEMBER BOYLAND:  Here.

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Carrion.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER CARRION:  (No response.)

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Clarke?

      15                COUNCILMEMBER CLARKE:  Here.

      16                MR. CHERRY:  Cruz.

      17                COUNCILMEMBER CRUZ:  Here.

      18                MR. CHERRY:  Dalan.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER DALAN:  Here.

      20                MR. CHERRY:  Dear.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER DEAR:  Yes.

      22                MR. CHERRY:  DiBrienza.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER DiBRIENZA:  Here.

      24                MR. CHERRY:  Espada.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER ESPADA:  (No response.)
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Eisland.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER EISLAND:  Here.

       3                MR. CHERRY:  Eldridge.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER ELDRIDGE:  (No 

       5            response.)

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Fisher.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  (No response.)

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Foster.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER FOSTER:  (No response.)

      10                MR. CHERRY:  Freed.

      11                COUNCILMEMBER FREED:  (No response.)

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Golden.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER GOLDEN:  Here.

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Harrison.

      15                COUNCILMEMBER HARRISON:  Here.

      16                MR. CHERRY:  Henry.

      17                COUNCILMEMBER HENRY:  Here.

      18                MR. CHERRY:  Koslowitz.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER KOSLOWITZ:  Here.

      20                MR. CHERRY:  Lasher.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER LASHER:  (No response.)

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Leffler.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  (No response.)

      24                MR. CHERRY:  Linares.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER LINARES:  Here.
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Lopez.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER LOPEZ:  (No response.)

       3                MR. CHERRY:  Marshall.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER MARSHALL:  (No 

       5            response.)

       6                MR. CHERRY:  McCaffrey.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER McCAFFREY:  Here.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Michels.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER MICHELS:  Here.

      10                MR. CHERRY:  Miller.

      11                COUNCILMEMBER MILLER:  Here.

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Moskowitz.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  (No 

      14            response.)

      15                MR. CHERRY:  Nelson.

      16                COUNCILMEMBER NELSON:  Here.

      17                MR. CHERRY:  Oddo.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER ODDO:  Here.

      19                MR. CHERRY:  O'Donovan.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER O'DONOVAN:  Here.

      21                MR. CHERRY:  Perkins.

      22                COUNCILMEMBER PERKINS:  (No response.)

      23                MR. CHERRY:  Pinkett.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER PINKETT:  (No response.)

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Povman.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER POVMAN:  Here.

       2                MR. CHERRY:  Provanzano.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER PROVANZANO:  Here.

       4                MR. CHERRY:  Quinn.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER QUINN:  Here.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Reed.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER REED:  Here.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Rivera.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER RIVERA:  Here.

      10                MR. CHERRY:  Robinson.

      11                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  Present.

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Robles.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER ROBLES:  Here.

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Rodriguez.

      15                COUNCILMEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  (No 

      16            response.)

      17                MR. CHERRY:  Sabini.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER SABINI:  Here.

      19                MR. CHERRY:  Spigner.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER SPIGNER:  Here.

      21                MR. CHERRY:  Stabile.

      22                COUNCILMEMBER STABILE:  (No response.)

      23                MR. CHERRY:  Warden.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER WARDEN:  Here.

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Watkins.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER WATKINS:  (No response.)

       2                MR. CHERRY:  White.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER WHITE:  (No response.)

       4                MR. CHERRY:  Wooten.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER WOOTEN:  Here.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Ognibene.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER OGNIBENE:  Here.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Speaker, Mr. Vallone.

       9                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Yes.

      10                Members, please rise and give your 

      11            attention to Reverend Counselmember Wendel

      12            Foster.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER REV. FOSTER:  My  

      14            colleagues, let us pray.

      15                Dear God and Father of all mankind, we  

      16            come with heavy hearts and yet with hope.  

      17            Our hearts are heavy because friends, 

      18            neighbors, innocent people died 

      19            unnecessarily.  And, yet, Father, through 

      20            it all, we know that You are going to work 

      21            things out with us and for us.

      22                We pray especially for those that 

      23            perished, for their loved ones left behind, 

      24            and we pray for strength for those who are 

      25            trying to rescue others that may be yet 
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       1            alive.  And then, Father, we pray for this, 

       2            Your country, our country, for Your grace 

       3            and mercy does shine from sea to shiny sea.

       4                In spite of what we may say about this 

       5            country, we still thank You for allowing us 

       6            to be here, a part of the greatest City, 

       7            the greatest country and the greatest 

       8            Council in the world.  Be Thou with us 

       9            individually and collectively.  Help us to 

      10            bring joy and comfort to those that are in 

      11            mourning and sorrow.  Help us to show them 

      12            that there is and will be a better day, for 

      13            God's tomorrow is always brighter and the 

      14            devil's darkness.

      15                Bless this Council, in a special 

      16            manner.  Bless this our leader, the 

      17            Speaker.  Let us not follow our own 

      18            informations, our own desires this day.  

      19            Wherever, let us will Thy spirit and be 

      20            guided by Thy truth.  Bless all that shall 

      21            be said, thought and done this day in this 

      22            Council to glorify Thy name and then, 

      23            Father, when we leave this place, may we go 

      24            out with cheerful hearts telling those who 

      25            feel betrayed and are sad and don't know 
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       1            what to do, that there is going to be 

       2            another day.

       3                Bless us, our President, all the 

       4            neutral government.  Bless us in a special 

       5            manner, in a manner known only to Thee.  

       6            Comfort us in a way only You can comfort 

       7            us.  Protect us and guide us in a way only 

       8            You can do.  These and all of the blessings 

       9            we ask in Your holy name.  Amen.

      10                      *    *    *    *

      11                MR. CHERRY:  The first order of 

      12            business is messages and paper from the 

      13            Mayor.

      14                SPEAKER VALLONE:  I move that we spread 

      15            Reverend Foster's beautiful message on the 

      16            record.  

      17                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Without 

      18            objection, so ordered.

      19                MR. CHERRY:  Messages and paper from 

      20            the Mayor.

      21                Preconsidered M, blank, providing death 

      22            benefits for government workers killed in 

      23            the terrorist acts against the United 

      24            States and New York City.

      25                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  That is laid 
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       1            over to our recess meeting.

       2                MR. CHERRY:  Preconsidered M, blank, 

       3            Transitional Finance Authority.

       4                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  That is State 

       5            and Federal Legislation.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Okay.  Communications from 

       7            the Speaker.

       8                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Thank you very much.

       9                First of all, I want to acknowledge the 

      10            presence and thank Paul McClurry (Phonetic) 

      11            for allowing the Council to use this room.  

      12                Paul, thank you very, very much.  I 

      13            appreciate that very much.

      14                Also, I want to acknowledge the 

      15            presence of a gentleman who was on the 78th 

      16            floor, I believe it was, of the World Trade 

      17            Center and was one of those saved from the 

      18            Port Authority, Chuck Mayer (Phonetic). 

      19                Chuck, where are you?

      20                (Applause)

      21                SPEAKER VALLONE:  As you know, there 

      22            are somewhere in the area of 5,000 who are 

      23            still unaccounted for.  We have 

      24            information, something in the area of 300 

      25            firefighters are still missing, dozens of 
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       1            police officers, emergency service workers, 

       2            Port Authority personnel and others who are 

       3            volunteers to try and rescue those, 

       4            together with the thousands who are still 

       5            missing.

       6                I'm going to ask my colleagues, there 

       7            is at the 26th Street Armory, there is 

       8            accommodations for 2,500 people.  There are 

       9            2,500 relatives on the inside and there is 

      10            at least that many on the outside, waiting 

      11            for news of their loved ones.  The only 

      12            hope I was able to bring them was within 

      13            the last couple of hours, five firefighters 

      14            were rescued as they had sought refuge in 

      15            an SUV.  So, there is always hope.

      16                So, let's first take a moment, a 

      17            lengthy moment of silent prayer in memory 

      18            of the thousands that perished in this 

      19            terrible tragedy.  I'm going to ask you all 

      20            to rise, please.

      21                (Moment of silence.)

      22                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Thank you very much.

      23                I would ask, also, for those of you who 

      24            can, the 26th Street Armory is the largest 

      25            facility we could make available.  If you 
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       1            can, help with bereavement.  After this 

       2            meeting, you might be able to make your way 

       3            down there just to tell them the truth, 

       4            that we are doing everything that we can, 

       5            that this place, the 26th Street Armory 

       6            will get all the information as soon as it 

       7            occurs, for the survivors and for the 

       8            identification of those who have not 

       9            survived.

      10                That is the big thing with them, they 

      11            don't know.  And, we set this place up, the 

      12            Mayor and I set this place up as the 

      13            biggest facility we could find for this 

      14            purpose.  But, it is only a facility, and 

      15            you have to know what it is like to know 

      16            the whereabouts of your husband or wife, or  

      17            brother or sister, or son or daughter.  It 

      18            is an inexplicable, unbelievable, 

      19            impressive moment of grief for this whole 

      20            country.

      21                We meet today in that grave and trying 

      22            circumstance of our City and Nation being 

      23            attacked in the most evil and despicable 

      24            manner.  We lost thousands of our fellow 

      25            citizens, we have lots hundreds of our 
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       1            city's bravest, finest, strongest and best.  

       2            Even the sky looks empty as the towers that 

       3            once moved above us are now piles of 

       4            rubble.  I can't begin to describe to you 

       5            the scene.  There are no words that can 

       6            describe it.  Not even Hollywood could 

       7            reproduce the masses of twisted steel and 

       8            rubble, the martian-like atmosphere, the 

       9            eerie silence, the still burning and 

      10            crumbling buildings.

      11                Our City was attacked because it 

      12            embodies everything that small and narrow 

      13            minds detest.  The world's most valued and 

      14            dynamic culture, with people of every race, 

      15            religion and color living freely, side by 

      16            side.

      17                We suffered an irreparable loss, but 

      18            our spirit is unbowed and our sense of 

      19            purpose is stronger than ever.

      20                Thousands upon thousands of New Yorkers 

      21            have displayed extraordinary acts of 

      22            courage throughout this ordeal.  Indeed, 

      23            these acts are too numerous to catalog, 

      24            most will forever remain anonymous.  But, 

      25            in acts of great heroism and injections of 
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       1            common affection, we have seen the strength 

       2            and spirit of New York.  Indeed, as I said, 

       3            only hours ago, rescue workers miraculously 

       4            pulled five firefighters from rubble.

       5                (Applause)

       6                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Just as you just 

       7            cheered now, I was so moved by the sight of 

       8            crowds of New Yorkers cheering emergency 

       9            workers along the West Side Highway and I 

      10            have been inspired by the American flags 

      11            hanging from cars and apartments and 

      12            houses.  I saw them hang another American 

      13            flag at the scene yesterday on one of the 

      14            poles that was still standing as a 

      15            testament to our unity and our indomitable 

      16            will.

      17                Hour by hour, through this unimaginable 

      18            horror, New York City has shown the world 

      19            the heart of a lion, and before long, they 

      20            will hear us roar again.  They will find 

      21            they picked the wrong City and the wrong 

      22            State and the wrong Nation.  And, I don't 

      23            want this to go by without thanking Mayor 

      24            Giuliani for his outstanding leadership in 

      25            this crisis.
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       1                (Applause)

       2                SPEAKER VALLONE:  I know that's the way 

       3            every single New Yorker feels.  

       4                I have been in constant contact with 

       5            the Mayor since the early hours of the 

       6            tragedy and I have never been more proud of 

       7            any man.  He has been a constant source of 

       8            sense and reassurance and inspiration.

       9                The Mayor, the City, and all City 

      10            personnel and agencies have provided light 

      11            and hope in this darkest of hours.  And, 

      12            today, the Legislature, this Legislature, 

      13            the Council meets to begin the awesome task 

      14            of rebuilding.  We will do everything in 

      15            our power to provide the resources to 

      16            return lights to lower Manhattan, to help 

      17            people rebuild lives, and to help companies 

      18            rebuild businesses and the buildings that 

      19            housed them.

      20                We need fire trucks and police cars, we 

      21            need dump trucks and subway stations.  We 

      22            need food for the hungry, shelters for the 

      23            cold, care for the sick, comfort for the 

      24            mourning and healing for the lonely and 

      25            bereft.
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       1                I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 

       2            of this emergency home loan message which 

       3            will infuse billions of dollars into the 

       4            City as we address the ongoing effects of 

       5            this tragedy.

       6                There's much work to be done, so let us 

       7            begin.  God bless America, and God bless 

       8            New York City.

       9                (Applause)

      10                SPEAKER VALLONE:  This is a regularly 

      11            stated meeting, but the emergency measure 

      12            requires a recess at the moment, Mr. Public 

      13            Advocate, so that State Legislation could 

      14            meet.  So, I would ask you to remain in 

      15            your seats for just a few moments.

      16                The Members of the State Legislation 

      17            Committee, just raise your hands, please.  

      18            You will be the ones voting and once that 

      19            vote is completed, then the rest of the 

      20            Council will have an opportunity, we will 

      21            reconvene.

      22                So, I would ask at this moment, just 

      23            stay in your place and, Mr. Public 

      24            Advocate, will you kindly recess this 

      25            meeting.
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       1                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  We will recess 

       2            for that purpose and reconvene when the 

       3            committee comes back.

       4                Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

       5                SPEAKER VALLONE:  And, let me just, 

       6            Chairman Miller, let me just, at this 

       7            point, because some of my colleagues were 

       8            asking me, say that there will be given out 

       9            to each of you a list of telephone numbers 

      10            because people were asking you who to call 

      11            and where to call and how to get help and 

      12            things like that.  That will be before the 

      13            meeting is over.  You will have that in 

      14            your hands.  Okay.

      15                The other thing, service that you can 

      16            render, I think which is a very important 

      17            one, is simply to be there and to supply 

      18            information.  Tell the people that nothing 

      19            more can be done than we are doing.  What's 

      20            going on now is still rescue, okay, so you 

      21            have to concentrate on wherever there is 

      22            life and there's still life there.  I don't 

      23            know how long it will last, but God 

      24            willing, it will last so that many, many 

      25            more can be recovered.
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       1                In terms of the City, downtown, below 

       2            14th Street is still off-limits, but by 

       3            tomorrow, the Mayor and emergency service 

       4            workers are hoping that they can open Wall 

       5            Street and get the financial center going 

       6            again in terms of Wall Street.

       7                The City Council should be ready by 

       8            sometime next week.  Right now, there's no 

       9            phone service downtown.  That's one of the 

      10            major reasons why we can't meet there.  

      11            There is an awful lot of cleaning up to do 

      12            in the City, and you can imagine the kind 

      13            of cleaning up we're talking about.

      14                It's very, very important that we try 

      15            to identify the human remains and in many 

      16            cases, as you know, and as you can imagine, 

      17            there are only body parts left and it's 

      18            very, very important that the DNA and 

      19            whatever evidence we have be made available 

      20            as quickly as possible to the families.  

      21            So, that is the only priority right now.  

      22            The only priority right now is rescue and 

      23            also whatever bodies that can be recovered 

      24            quickly for identification as we possibly 

      25            can.
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       1                The purpose of the State Legislation 

       2            Committee hearing at this time is to send 

       3            appropriations up to Albany as quick as we 

       4            can.  To get it up to Albany as quick as we 

       5            can so that they can enact this emergency 

       6            Legislation.  It's temporary in a sense 

       7            because we have already been told by the 

       8            President that they have literally a blank 

       9            check to help restore the City and by the 

      10            State that they will do anything they can 

      11            to help us.

      12                All Committee meetings are suspended 

      13            until we can get back into City Hall.  So, 

      14            you will be notified about that.  If we 

      15            have to meet, you all have to tell me where 

      16            you are so I can get you back within an 

      17            hour.  There may be land use issues that we 

      18            have to vote on because the clock is 

      19            running out.

      20                Let me just give you that information 

      21            and turn it over to Chairperson Gifford 

      22            Miller so that he can formally start the 

      23            State Legislation Committee.

      24                You already declared us in recess, did 

      25            you not?
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       1                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  That's correct.

       2                Just before the recess, Mr. Speaker, 

       3            speaking as the Public Advocate, I want to 

       4            thank you for convening this special 

       5            meeting and for presuming the regularity of 

       6            government, especially in the face of this 

       7            crisis.

       8                Like you, I, too, just came from the 

       9            site of the devastation, and I saw both 

      10            destruction and renewal and hope when you 

      11            saw the thousands of uniformed personnel, 

      12            emergency service workers and volunteers, 

      13            both saving lives and helping restore our 

      14            City's confidence.

      15                I also want to thank Mayor Giuliani for 

      16            his extraordinary skill at both overseeing  

      17            rescue and recovery, but also for 

      18            regrouping our City's spirit at a time of 

      19            extraordinary stress.

      20                With that, I'd just like to now call 

      21            the recess for the Committee to meet, vote 

      22            and we will reconvene when they are ready.

      23                Recess is announced.

      24                (Recess taken.)

      25                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  As Chair 
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       1            of the State and Federal Legislative 

       2            Committee, this is the hearing of the State 

       3            and Federal Legislative Committee on 

       4            September 13th.  The purpose of this 

       5            hearing is to consider a preconsidered 

       6            Mayor's message which is an act to amend 

       7            the New York City Transitional Finance 

       8            Authority Act in relation to authorizing 

       9            additional bonds.

      10                This Legislation will provide the 

      11            authority for the Transitional Finance 

      12            Authority to issue an additional $2.5 

      13            billion in debt.  The bonds, which will be 

      14            issued by the Transitional Finance 

      15            Authority, will be backed by the full faith 

      16            and credit of the United States Government, 

      17            which will be responsible for all debt 

      18            service.

      19                In addition, this act will actually 

      20            remove all borrowing limitations for the 

      21            Transitional Finance Authority for any 

      22            borrowings which are secured and payable by 

      23            State or Federal aid.

      24                The purpose of this Legislation is to 

      25            send assurances to the people of the City 
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       1            of New York that we will rebuild and we 

       2            will have the authority and that our 

       3            government is able to move forward in a way 

       4            that allows us to not implicate current 

       5            expense budgets, but use capital dollars in 

       6            order to be able to go through the process 

       7            of rebuilding the City.

       8                Therefore, I'm going to ask the Clerk 

       9            to call the roll on this Legislation right 

      10            away.

      11                I'm sorry.  First, I'd like to know if 

      12            there are any questions from any of the 

      13            members of the Committee or any members on 

      14            this Legislation?

      15                No?

      16                Counselmember Robinson?

      17                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  If that bond 

      18            issue includes resources to be able to 

      19            assist those families that have lost their 

      20            jobs and to be able to provide for both 

      21            special grants of any kind, to be able to 

      22            assist families other than -- I know 

      23            there's a provision for the firefighters 

      24            and the police officers.  Is there a 

      25            provision to be able to provide special 
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       1            grants for people, the family members who 

       2            have lost their loved ones, who are perhaps 

       3            their only source of livelihood?

       4                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Thank 

       5            you, Councilmember Robinson.

       6                At this time, we have not received the 

       7            necessary papers from Albany in order to 

       8            address the provision which was originally 

       9            on the agenda for providing death benefits 

      10            to government workers killed in the 

      11            terrorist act perpetrated against the 

      12            United States and New York City.

      13                Of course, there are existing death 

      14            benefits that do occur whenever someone 

      15            dies in the line of duty.  We will, of 

      16            course, be considering, and as soon as we 

      17            are able to get the paperwork from Albany, 

      18            we will certainly comply with that.  But, 

      19            at this point, in this Committee, we are 

      20            not considering any additional benefits 

      21            because we haven't been able to get the 

      22            communication from Albany.  However, you 

      23            know, the Mayor's office has assured me 

      24            that they have met with the business 

      25            community and with the Speaker's office and 
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       1            that's one of the items, and certainly, I 

       2            think that this Committee and this Council 

       3            is prepared to do whatever is necessary in 

       4            order to take care of our own.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  Okay.  I just 

       6            wanted to offer that for consideration 

       7            because certainly there are those who are 

       8            not firefighters and they are not police 

       9            officers or they are not government 

      10            workers, who have been adversely affected 

      11            by the pain and suffering that has been 

      12            inflicted upon New York City, and I just 

      13            ask that we remember those, the little 

      14            people.

      15                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Thank 

      16            you, Councilmember Robinson.

      17                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Councilmember 

      18            Miller, could you ask our colleagues to 

      19            identify themselves by name for the 

      20            Stenographers who otherwise may not know 

      21            who is speaking?  Thank you.

      22                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Sure.

      23                Do any of my colleagues have any 

      24            further questions?

      25                COUNCILMEMBER McCAFFREY:  Yes. 
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       1                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  

       2            Councilmember McCaffrey.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER McCAFFREY:  Let me just 

       4            echo the point that my colleague has just 

       5            raised.

       6                In a few days, we are now going to go 

       7            through the horror of thousands of 

       8            individuals who are going to have to bury 

       9            loved ones.  And, there are some people in 

      10            this town who are simply not going to have 

      11            that financial ability.  And, it is 

      12            important for us, as you have said, Mr. 

      13            Chairman, to take care of our own. 

      14                But, the question is, how do we take 

      15            care of those people because they are also 

      16            our own, and how do we end up providing for 

      17            those people?  We understand that in 

      18            households, aside from the human tragedy, 

      19            that this is going to be compounded even 

      20            more.  So, I think it is essential for us 

      21            in the midst of this tragedy to try to get 

      22            answers quickly as to how what our actions 

      23            here are going to affect people because 

      24            they are going to be asking us that 

      25            beginning tomorrow and Saturday and Sunday 
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       1            and Monday.  That's why we have to have an 

       2            answer very, very quickly on this one.

       3                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Thank 

       4            you, Councilmember McCaffrey. 

       5                The Speaker wanted me to inform you 

       6            that the Speaker has announced a support 

       7            for victims' fund and that the Mayor's 

       8            office and the Mayor and the Speaker have 

       9            been meeting with the business community in 

      10            order to address that sort of issue with 

      11            the victims' fund.  And, the other points 

      12            to be made is that this Committee and the 

      13            Council at the end of this meeting will 

      14            stand in recess so that the Council can 

      15            come back into session at any point in 

      16            order to, with only one hour's notice, in 

      17            order to take action on emergency measures 

      18            in order to deal with precisely the kind of 

      19            issue you are raising.

      20                Councilmember Leffler.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  What is the 

      22            reason for increasing the debt limit by 

      23            $2.5 billion rather than, for example, a 

      24            significantly higher amount, a somewhat 

      25            lower amount?
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       1                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  At this 

       2            point, let me be clear again.  The ceiling 

       3            on the debt limit that the Transitional 

       4            Finance Authority can issue is through this 

       5            Legislation for all intents and purposes 

       6            limitless because part of the acts of this 

       7            bill, part of the results of this bill will 

       8            enable the Transitional Finance Authority 

       9            to issue unlimited debt which is backed by 

      10            State or Federal aid.  And, that --

      11                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  It looks to me 

      12            like it increases by $2.5 billion.

      13                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  No.  It 

      14            increases by $2.5 billion by the authority 

      15            of the Transitional Finance Committee to 

      16            issue debt which is backed from a variety 

      17            of more normal sources through the City's 

      18            funds, etc.  It lifts any limitation on the 

      19            authority of the Transitional Finance 

      20            Authority to issue debt which is backed by 

      21            Federal aid.  And, this we have been 

      22            assured by the Governor and by the 

      23            President and by the Congressional 

      24            Delegation that whatever funds are 

      25            necessary in order to do the rebuilding 

             TRI-STAR REPORTING, INC., EAST  *  *  *  (631) 224-5054

                        N.Y.C. COUNCIL - 9/13/2001          27

       1            will be provided to the City.  

       2                So, therefore, the Transitional Finance 

       3            Authority through this act will have the 

       4            authority to issue whatever debt is 

       5            necessary and it is not just limited to 

       6            $2.5 billion.

       7                Thank you for that clarification.

       8                Other questions?

       9                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Call the roll.

      10                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  

      11            Therefore, I'm certainly urging an aye vote 

      12            on this measure and the Clerk will call the 

      13            roll.

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Miller.

      15                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Aye.

      16                MR. CHERRY:  Dalan.

      17                COUNCILMEMBER DALAN:  Aye.

      18                MR. CHERRY:  DiBrienza.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER DiBRIENZA:  I vote aye.

      20                MR. CHERRY:  Espada.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER ESPADA:  Aye.

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Fisher.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  Aye.  I also 

      24            wish to be added as a sponsor.

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Oddo.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

       2                MR. CHERRY:  Pinkett.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER PINKETT:  Aye.

       4                MR. CHERRY:  Provanzano.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER PROVANZANO:  Yes.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Robles.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER ROBLES:  Aye.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Sabini.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER SABINI:  Aye.

      10                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Please 

      11            continue calling the roll.

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Councilmember Stabile.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER STABILE:  Yes.

      14                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  By a vote of 

      15            ten in the affirmative, none in the 

      16            negative, and no abstentions, the item is 

      17            adopted.

      18                Please sign the report.

      19                LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN MILLER:  Thank you 

      20            and this Committee will stand in recess 

      21            until further notice.  Thank you.

      22                (Committee recesses.)

      23                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you very 

      24            much.

      25                May we reconvene again, please, the 
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       1            recessed meeting.

       2                The State meeting is now formally 

       3            reconvened.

       4                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Now, a roll call of 

       5            the full body.

       6                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would the Clerk 

       7            please call the roll.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Able.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER ABLE:  Here.

      10                MR. CHERRY:  Berman?

      11                COUNCILMEMBER BERMAN:  Aye.

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Boyland.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER BOYLAND:  Aye.

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Carrion.

      15                COUNCILMEMBER CARRION:  Aye.

      16                MR. CHERRY:  Clarke?

      17                COUNCILMEMBER CLARKE:  Aye.

      18                MR. CHERRY:  Cruz.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER CRUZ:  Aye.

      20                MR. CHERRY:  Dalan.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER DALAN:  Aye.

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Dear.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER DEAR:  Aye.

      24                MR. CHERRY:  DiBrienza.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER DiBRIENZA:  Aye.
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Espada.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER ESPADA:  Yes.

       3                MR. CHERRY:  Eisland.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER EISLAND:  Yes.

       5                MR. CHERRY:  Eldridge.

       6                COUNCILMEMBER ELDRIDGE:  Here.

       7                MR. CHERRY:  Fisher.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  Yes. 

       9                MR. CHERRY:  Foster.

      10                COUNCILMEMBER FOSTER:  Aye.

      11                MR. CHERRY:  Freed.

      12                COUNCILMEMBER FREED:  (No response.)

      13                MR. CHERRY:  Golden.

      14                COUNCILMEMBER GOLDEN:  Aye.

      15                MR. CHERRY:  Harrison.

      16                COUNCILMEMBER HARRISON:  Here.

      17                MR. CHERRY:  Henry.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER HENRY:  Here.

      19                MR. CHERRY:  Koslowitz.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER KOSLOWITZ:  Aye.

      21                MR. CHERRY:  Lasher.

      22                COUNCILMEMBER LASHER:  (No response.)

      23                MR. CHERRY:  Leffler.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  Here.

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Linares.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER LINARES:  Here.

       2                MR. CHERRY:  Lopez.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER LOPEZ:  Aye.

       4                MR. CHERRY:  Marshall.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER MARSHALL:  Here.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  McCaffrey.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER McCAFFREY:  Aye.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Michels.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER MICHELS:  Aye.

      10                MR. CHERRY:  Miller.

      11                COUNCILMEMBER MILLER:  Aye.

      12                MR. CHERRY:  Moskowitz.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Aye.

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Nelson.

      15                COUNCILMEMBER NELSON:  Aye.

      16                MR. CHERRY:  Oddo.

      17                COUNCILMEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

      18                MR. CHERRY:  O'Donovan.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER O'DONOVAN:  Aye.

      20                MR. CHERRY:  Perkins.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER PERKINS:  Aye.

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Pinkett.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER PINKETT:  Aye.

      24                MR. CHERRY:  Povman.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER POVMAN:  Present.
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Provanzano.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER PROVANZANO:  Yes.

       3                MR. CHERRY:  Quinn.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER QUINN:  Yes.

       5                MR. CHERRY:  Reed.

       6                COUNCILMEMBER REED:  Aye.

       7                MR. CHERRY:  Rivera.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

       9                MR. CHERRY:  Robinson.

      10                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  Yes.

      11                MR. CHERRY:  Robles.

      12                COUNCILMEMBER ROBLES:  Aye.

      13                MR. CHERRY:  Rodriguez.

      14                COUNCILMEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Yes.

      15                MR. CHERRY:  Sabini.

      16                COUNCILMEMBER SABINI:  Aye.

      17                MR. CHERRY:  Spigner.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER SPIGNER:  Is this a roll 

      19            call or a vote on amendments?

      20                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Roll call.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER SPIGNER:  Present.

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Stabile.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER STABILE:  (No response.)

      24                MR. CHERRY:  Warden.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER WARDEN:  Here.
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Watkins.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER WATKINS:  Aye.

       3                MR. CHERRY:  White.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER WHITE:  Aye.

       5                MR. CHERRY:  Wooten.

       6                COUNCILMEMBER WOOTEN:  Aye.

       7                MR. CHERRY:  Ognibene.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER OGNIBENE:  Here.

       9                MR. CHERRY:  Speaker Vallone.

      10                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Here.

      11                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Is there a 

      12            quorum?

      13                MR. CHERRY:  A quorum has been counted.

      14                SPEAKER VALLONE:  At this time, as 

      15            enunciated at the prior meeting, the only 

      16            item on the agenda is the one that was just 

      17            passed by the State Legislation increasing 

      18            the Transitional Finance Authority's right 

      19            to borrow $2.5 billion, and that if any 

      20            further, any further guarantees are needed, 

      21            the Federal Government will step forward.

      22                So, at this time, I would ask for a 

      23            roll call on Preconsider M and Preconsider 

      24            Resolution Transitional Finance Authority.

      25                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would the Clerk 
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       1            please call the roll.

       2                MR. CHERRY:  Able.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER ABLE:  Aye.

       4                MR. CHERRY:  Berman?

       5                COUNCILMEMBER BERMAN:  Aye.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Boyland.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER BOYLAND:  May I be 

       8            excused to explain my vote?

       9                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  So ordered.

      10                COUNCILMEMBER BOYLAND:  I support this 

      11            measure based on the fact that within this 

      12            last forty-eight hours my family has been 

      13            affected by this.  My cousin Tyrone has not 

      14            been found.  He worked for the Department 

      15            of Taxation and Finance.  He was an 

      16            accountant on the 86th floor.  And, as my 

      17            family gathers for these last two nights.  

      18            Going from St. Vincent's, going to the 

      19            shelters, going everywhere we could 

      20            possibly go and collecting the prayers of 

      21            everyone, we have been affected 

      22            indefinitely.

      23                So, when you raise a matter supporting 

      24            the families of the victims, this is 

      25            something that has hit me personally.  
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       1            Based on the fact that when Tyrone went to 

       2            work that morning, he left behind his new 

       3            baby -- he just had a baby girl -- and his 

       4            wife and a host of other family members.

       5                We are hoping and praying that there is 

       6            still some possibility that he may be 

       7            somewhere in New York City, but we are now 

       8            just asking for your prayers and your hopes 

       9            that our family and other families that 

      10            have been touched in this manner are able 

      11            to get through this.

      12                I ask for your prayers, and I hope that 

      13            all members that have been touched by this 

      14            tragedy are able to somehow get through 

      15            this and somehow move forward and somehow 

      16            find the culprit of this tragedy that we 

      17            are all affected by today.

      18                MR. CHERRY:  Carrion.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER CARRION:  Aye.

      20                MR. CHERRY:  Clarke?

      21                COUNCILMEMBER CLARKE:  Aye.

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Cruz.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER CRUZ:  Aye.

      24                MR. CHERRY:  Dalan.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER DALAN:  Aye.
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Dear.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER DEAR:  Aye.

       3                MR. CHERRY:  DiBrienza.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER DiBRIENZA:  Aye.

       5                MR. CHERRY:  Espada.

       6                COUNCILMEMBER ESPADA:  Aye.

       7                MR. CHERRY:  Eisland.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER EISLAND:  Yes.

       9                MR. CHERRY:  Eldridge.

      10                COUNCILMEMBER ELDRIDGE:  Yes.

      11                MR. CHERRY:  Fisher.

      12                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  Aye.

      13                MR. CHERRY:  Foster.

      14                COUNCILMEMBER FOSTER:  Aye.

      15                MR. CHERRY:  Golden.

      16                COUNCILMEMBER GOLDEN:  Aye.

      17                MR. CHERRY:  Harrison.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER HARRISON:  Aye.

      19                MR. CHERRY:  Henry.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER HENRY:  Yes.

      21                MR. CHERRY:  Koslowitz.

      22                COUNCILMEMBER KOSLOWITZ:  Aye.

      23                MR. CHERRY:  Leffler.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  (No response.)

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Leffler.

             TRI-STAR REPORTING, INC., EAST  *  *  *  (631) 224-5054

                        N.Y.C. COUNCIL - 9/13/2001          37

       1                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  May I 

       2            temporarily be excused and explain my vote?

       3                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Certainly.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  I vote "aye" as 

       5            this is necessary under the circumstances, 

       6            but this also shows the need to rationalize 

       7            the debt limit imposed by the Transitional 

       8            Finance Authority because for some time now 

       9            it has been hamstringing the City from 

      10            doing, from carrying out worthwhile 

      11            objectives for the current emergency.  

      12            Thank you.

      13                I vote "aye."

      14                MR. CHERRY:  Linares.

      15                COUNCILMEMBER LINARES:  Yes.

      16                MR. CHERRY:  Marshall.

      17                COUNCILMEMBER MARSHALL:  May I be 

      18            excused to explain my vote?

      19                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  So ordered.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER MARSHALL:  For all of 

      21            those who we have lost and for whom hope  

      22            remains, I vote "aye."

      23                MR. CHERRY:  McCaffrey.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER McCAFFREY:  Aye.

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Michels.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER MICHELS:  I cast my vote 

       2            "aye," in honor and memory of the great New 

       3            Yorker, Father Mychal Judge, that lost his 

       4            life here.

       5                MR. CHERRY:  Miller.

       6                COUNCILMEMBER MILLER:  Aye.

       7                MR. CHERRY:  Moskowitz.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER MOSKOWITZ:  Aye.

       9                MR. CHERRY:  Nelson.

      10                COUNCILMEMBER NELSON:  Aye.

      11                MR. CHERRY:  Oddo.

      12                COUNCILMEMBER ODDO:  Yes.

      13                MR. CHERRY:  O'Donovan.

      14                COUNCILMEMBER O'DONOVAN:  Aye.

      15                MR. CHERRY:  Perkins.

      16                COUNCILMEMBER PERKINS:  Aye.

      17                MR. CHERRY:  Pinkett.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER PINKETT:  Aye.

      19                MR. CHERRY:  Povman.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER POVMAN:  Aye.

      21                MR. CHERRY:  Provanzano.

      22                COUNCILMEMBER PROVANZANO:  Yes.

      23                MR. CHERRY:  Quinn.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER QUINN:  Yes.

      25                MR. CHERRY:  Reed.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER REED:  Aye.

       2                MR. CHERRY:  Rivera.

       3                COUNCILMEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

       4                MR. CHERRY:  Robinson.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  May I be 

       6            excused to explain my vote?

       7                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  So ordered.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  As I toured 

       9            the firehouses yesterday, I heard of the 

      10            devastation that had impacted the various 

      11            firehouses, five in one house, a whole 

      12            company, and twelve in a rescue.  Deeply 

      13            saddened, deeply pained to see the men 

      14            overcome with grief for those that they had 

      15            lived and worked with for so long.

      16                I vote "aye" in the anticipation that 

      17            we will be able to rebuild and strengthen 

      18            the City of New York.  Thank you

      19                MR. CHERRY:  Robles.

      20                COUNCILMEMBER ROBLES:  I, too, would 

      21            like to be temporarily excused to explain 

      22            my vote.

      23                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  So ordered.

      24                COUNCILMEMBER ROBLES:  I have been in 

      25            this body for seventeen years, and one of 
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       1            our bravest I have had the privilege of not 

       2            only knowing personally, but he promoted me 

       3            within the Fire Department, as you know I 

       4            am an honorary Deputy Commissioner within 

       5            the New York City Fire Department, and that 

       6            is First Deputy Fire Commissioner Bill 

       7            Feehan.

       8                Anyone who has known Bill Feehan and 

       9            worked with Bill Feehan, tremendous 

      10            gentleman, tremendous New Yorker.  When I 

      11            heard the Mayor announce that he was one of 

      12            those who were the victims, I will tell you 

      13            that this has been one of the most saddest 

      14            days of the people of New York City with 

      15            the number of people.  I hope he rests in 

      16            peace with everybody else.

      17                But, this vote is my way of saying, 

      18            thank you, Bill, thank you for all the 

      19            years that you have rendered to the people 

      20            of New York City.

      21                I vote "aye."

      22                MR. CHERRY:  Rodriguez.

      23                COUNCILMEMBER RODRIGUEZ:  Yes.

      24                MR. CHERRY:  Sabini.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER SABINI:  Aye.
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       1                MR. CHERRY:  Spigner.

       2                COUNCILMEMBER SPIGNER:  Aye.

       3                MR. CHERRY:  Warden.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER WARDEN:  Aye.

       5                MR. CHERRY:  Watkins.

       6                COUNCILMEMBER WATKINS:  Aye.

       7                MR. CHERRY:  White.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER WHITE:  Aye.

       9                MR. CHERRY:  Wooten.

      10                COUNCILMEMBER WOOTEN:  May I be excused 

      11            to explain my vote?

      12                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  So ordered.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER WOOTEN:  I know that it 

      14            is appropriate because of the number of 

      15            calls that I have gotten from my young 

      16            people, elementary, junior high school and 

      17            high school students, high school students 

      18            who have mixed emotions about what has 

      19            taken place in our town.  And, I just want 

      20            to reassure them that this is something 

      21            that sometimes we go through and sometimes 

      22            we are privied not to go through, and we 

      23            have been so very lucky.

      24                But, I want to assure them that the 

      25            health and safety that belongs to them, as 
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       1            well as all the public, especially to them.  

       2            The Lord will continue to bless all of us 

       3            with a positive outcome for this whole 

       4            situation.

       5                God Bless America, and I'm proud.

       6                MR. CHERRY:  Ognibene.

       7                COUNCILMEMBER OGNIBENE:  Aye.

       8                MR. CHERRY:  Speaker Vallone.

       9                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Aye.

      10                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  By vote of 46, 

      11            affirmative, no negative, no abstentions, 

      12            the local message on Transitional Finance 

      13            Authority is enacted.

      14                We will move now to our general order 

      15            calendar.  Anyone can comment on any matter 

      16            for up to two minutes.  I don't have a 

      17            timer here, so I will make my best guess.

      18                Councilmember Linares.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER LINARES:  I would just 

      20            like to take a moment to convey the sense 

      21            of loss that we all feel as New Yorkers, 

      22            and in some respect, we are still in shock 

      23            over what has happened.  It has not really 

      24            hit us yet.  But, I say "we,"  as New 

      25            Yorkers and as a country:  I only want to 
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       1            urge my colleagues, this Council, and all 

       2            the leaders of the City and neighborhood, I 

       3            think we cannot yet get a sense of the 

       4            extent of devastation and impact that this 

       5            attack has made.

       6                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Councilmember 

       7            Linares, I apologize.  Because of the 

       8            extension of remarks, it is only one 

       9            minute.  So, could you wrap it up?

      10                COUNCILMEMBER LINARES:  I would simply 

      11            like to conclude by saying that the 

      12            aftermath of this attack has not yet hit 

      13            us.  We don't know how many we have lost.  

      14            There is no neighborhood that has escaped 

      15            this tragedy and will have lost a loved 

      16            one, a relative or someone familiar to you.  

      17                I think we call on our leadership and 

      18            our neighbors who embrace and come together 

      19            to provide the counseling that we need, the 

      20            support that we need, the leadership that 

      21            we need, and let us come out of this 

      22            stronger.

      23                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you, 

      24            Councilmember Linares.

      25                In order, Councilmembers Nelson, 
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       1            Robinson and Fisher have to be recognized, 

       2            and again, I will strictly be enforcing the 

       3            one-minute rule.

       4                Councilmember Nelson.

       5                COUNCILMEMBER NELSON:  (No response.)

       6                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Councilmember 

       7            Robinson.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER ROBINSON:  Thank you very 

       9            much, Public Advocate.

      10                I rise just to say to the people of New 

      11            York who have been afflicted and pained by 

      12            the tragedy, that I express my personal 

      13            condolences and I would like to say to this 

      14            body that we should make sure that for 

      15            people within our communities, we either 

      16            need to reach out to them and encourage 

      17            them to gather in prayer, encourage them to 

      18            go to the firehouses, to let those who are 

      19            there know that we have not forgotten them, 

      20            and also to reach out to the Red Cross.  

      21            They have needs.  They have needs for 

      22            tee-shirts and socks.  They have needs for 

      23            volunteers.  They have needs for food.

      24                People of good will in the City of New 

      25            York, let's really reach out and touch 
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       1            somebody's hand, make this a better place.

       2                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you, 

       3            Councilmember Robinson.

       4                Councilmember Fisher, just before you 

       5            go on, Councilmember Cruz is here.  

       6            Councilmember Marguerita Lopez is here.

       7                I will ask our colleagues, because of 

       8            the echo effect of this chamber, it is hard 

       9            to hear your colleagues if you are 

      10            whispering.

      11                If Councilmember Fisher would like to 

      12            speak, then Councilmembers Leffler, Pinkett 

      13            and White still have to be recognized.

      14                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  Mr. Public 

      15            Advocate, my colleagues --

      16                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Councilmember 

      17            Fisher, I apologize.  Those members that 

      18            have just been recorded as present, I would 

      19            like to call on them to vote.

      20                Councilmember Lopez.

      21                COUNCILMEMBER LOPEZ:  Aye.

      22                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Aye.  Would 

      23            those who have just been recorded as 

      24            present, raise your hands.

      25                Is there anyone else who the Speaker 
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       1            just acknowledged as present?

       2                Being no one else, Councilmember 

       3            Fisher, please.

       4                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  Mr. Public 

       5            Advocate, I want to let my colleagues know 

       6            that the financial headquarters of the Red 

       7            Cross have been transferred this afternoon 

       8            to Brooklyn.  It is now located at 165 

       9            Cadman Plaza East, and if Councilmembers 

      10            have large donations through supermarket 

      11            chains, drug stores, they can contact our 

      12            office.  We are hand-carrying memos over to 

      13            them.

      14                Secondly, analogous to Councilmembers' 

      15            comments about children.  We have started a 

      16            word-of-mouth campaign for people to check 

      17            on seniors who live alone, to make sure 

      18            that as a result of the shock, they are 

      19            taking their medicine and have food.  Some 

      20            of them are afraid to go out.  So, if you 

      21            know people that want to volunteer and 

      22            don't know what else they can do, have them 

      23            contact seniors that live alone in their 

      24            neighborhoods.

      25                Thirdly, the Brownstone Brooklyn 
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       1            neighborhood, because of their proximity to 

       2            the financial district, has been heavily 

       3            impacted.  

       4                There is a candlelight vigil on the 

       5            Promenade which used to overlook the Trade 

       6            Center, at 7:00 tonight, for those who are 

       7            available for that.

       8                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Ten seconds.

       9                COUNCILMEMBER FISHER:  Finally, I just 

      10            wanted to register my personal objection to 

      11            the mentioning of continuing the primary 

      12            election on September 25th.  I think it is 

      13            grotesque not to wait a full thirty days of 

      14            mourning before continuing political 

      15            activity.

      16                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Mr. Leffler 

      17            still has to be recognized.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  Mr. Public 

      19            Advocate, my colleagues.

      20                It is difficult to say almost 

      21            anything--

      22                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  May I suggest 

      23            you go up there, it is hard to hear over 

      24            there.  Thank you.

      25                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  Almost anything 
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       1            that can be said in no way matches the 

       2            enormity of the catastrophe.  Nevertheless, 

       3            I think there are lessons to be learned, 

       4            and one lesson, which unfortunately many 

       5            Americans haven't learned in recent years, 

       6            is that the United States, Americans and 

       7            New York City residents have enemies.  This 

       8            should be no surprise, particularly after 

       9            what happened in February of 1993, with the 

      10            World Trade Center bombing.  After that 

      11            World Trade bombing, the Public Safety Task 

      12            Force discussed holding hearings with 

      13            respect to what New York City has been 

      14            doing with respect to preparing for a 

      15            terrorist attack.  We didn't because we 

      16            were advised at that time that the 

      17            administration didn't want to reveal the 

      18            preparations that it made for facing up to 

      19            a terrorist attack.

      20                We ought to reconsider again as to 

      21            whether or not we ought to accept that 

      22            means of proceeding or whether we should 

      23            try to get better informed of responses to 

      24            terrorist attacks.

      25                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Ten seconds.
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       1                COUNCILMEMBER LEFFLER:  Finally, I 

       2            believe we passed Legislation following the 

       3            1993 World Trade Center bombing which gives 

       4            the administration the power, I believe it 

       5            was, to offer award for information leading 

       6            to the arrest and conviction of the 

       7            terrorists, and I think that ought to be 

       8            used now, obviously in coordination with 

       9            the Federal authorities.

      10                Thank you.

      11                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would 

      12            Councilmember Pinkett like to go to the 

      13            podium, please.

      14                COUNCILMEMBER PINKETT:  Thank you.  I 

      15            only wanted to say this:  I think there is 

      16            one thing we ought to do, and that it is 

      17            very important.  From all over this country 

      18            people have poured into this City to assist 

      19            New Yorkers at this particular time.  They 

      20            come from Canada, they come from New 

      21            Jersey.  They come from Pennsylvania, they 

      22            come from North Carolina.  They come from 

      23            every place imaginable to assist us in this 

      24            time of duress.

      25                Ordinary people and extraordinary 
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       1            people, they come together to help.  Some 

       2            are doctors who came to a conference and 

       3            they stopped and they went to St. 

       4            Vincent's.  Some have gone into Bellevue.  

       5            People have poured into the streets and 

       6            offered to help.

       7                From this Council, there ought to be a 

       8            motion to say to those who have come to 

       9            help us, the people of the City of New 

      10            York, we thank you, we appreciate the 

      11            firefighters and everyone else who took 

      12            time from their lives to come into New York 

      13            to be a part of our struggle.

      14                We thank you, America.

      15                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you, 

      16            Councilmember Pinkett.

      17                Councilmember White.

      18                COUNCILMEMBER WHITE:  Thank you very 

      19            much, Mr. Public Advocate.

      20                I don't know if it has been said 

      21            because I arrived somewhat late.  However, 

      22            I think that as a Legislator, and being in 

      23            a position to have to be responsible, I 

      24            found it somewhat hard in the last couple 

      25            of days, based on what happened, being a 
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       1            former member of the Armed Forces in the 

       2            101st Airborne Division.  I tell you, I am 

       3            very upset and angry, and my first response 

       4            emotionally is, don't get mad, let's get 

       5            even.  But, that was soon replaced by 

       6            something that I think that all New Yorkers 

       7            should be proud of, and that is, our Mayor, 

       8            Rudolph Giuliani, has in my eyesight 

       9            demonstrated the kind of leadership that I 

      10            would follow.  His position and his 

      11            statements took away my anger.  What were 

      12            the statements?  Not verbatim, the fact 

      13            that we will emerge from this strong and 

      14            together we will be happy.  That took away 

      15            my anger from being all those things and 

      16            gave me good hope, and I will do whatever 

      17            to assist my government in whatever 

      18            decision it makes in terms of keeping our 

      19            country free.

      20                I want to thank the Mayor, Rudolph 

      21            Giuliani, because I think he deserves our 

      22            thanks as Legislators, and he deserves my 

      23            thanks as a resident of the City of New 

      24            York.  Thank you.

      25                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you, 
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       1            Councilmember White.

       2                Councilmember Dear.

       3                I just urge my members to please stay.  

       4            This is going to end pretty quickly, and we 

       5            have Councilmember Carrion leading us in 

       6            God Bless America at the end of this 

       7            meeting.

       8                COUNCILMEMBER DEAR:  I don't think we 

       9            have to add any words.  I think we all know 

      10            what has happened.  But, I must tell you 

      11            what came to mind while sitting here, and I 

      12            ran to my car to get a copy of the Psalm.  

      13            I know this is Peter's favorite Psalm, and 

      14            it is something I think we can all reflect 

      15            on.  I am not going to read the entire 

      16            Psalm, but I think it is something we can 

      17            all read on our own, but I would just want 

      18            to read the last few sentences which are so 

      19            apropos.

      20                It is a deduction from this Psalm, 

      21            Psalm 85, and the deduction has that this 

      22            David wrote this Psalm after the 

      23            destruction of the first temple, and Israel 

      24            is being restored and we always pray for 

      25            the future and as Peter always quotes, 
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       1            "Kindness and truth have met, righteousness 

       2            and peace have kissed.  Truth from earth 

       3            will sprout and righteousness from heaven 

       4            will peer.  God, too, will provide what is 

       5            good, and our land will yield its produce.  

       6            The man of righteousness will walk before 

       7            Him and set his footsteps on the path."  

       8            Amen.

       9                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you, 

      10            Councilmember Dear.

      11                Councilmember Spigner and Councilmember 

      12            Clarke still have to be recognized.

      13                COUNCILMEMBER SPIGNER:  Thank you, Mr. 

      14            Public Advocate.

      15                Yesterday at 12:00 noon, in my 

      16            district, at the Our Landing Church, the 

      17            Reverend made a prayer session that gave 

      18            our community an opportunity to give vent 

      19            to emotions and other strong feelings that 

      20            related to the large number of residents of 

      21            southeast Queens, who worked in the Wall 

      22            Street area.

      23                All you have to do is ride the J train 

      24            or the E train or the F train, and you will 

      25            see how many of us get off at the World 
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       1            Trade, Rector Street or Chamber Street.  

       2            So, the loss is very profound.

       3                My office is open and available to any 

       4            resident of my district, and anyone as 

       5            well.  I know the loss of life is tragic, 

       6            the loss of a job or a paycheck is equally 

       7            tragic, and New York City lost a major tax 

       8            base of its appropriate business and 

       9            economic industry.

      10                So, it is important that we come 

      11            together and put aside petty differences, 

      12            and work as one to meet the inevitable 

      13            challenges and sacrifice that will be in 

      14            front of us.

      15                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you, 

      16            Councilmember Spigner.

      17                Is Councilmember Clarke still in the 

      18            hall seeking recognition?  Please.

      19                COUNCILMEMBER CLARKE:  Thank you, Mr. 

      20            Public Advocate.

      21                As my colleagues will all remember, in 

      22            1993, it was my colleagues who took my 

      23            husband, Leslie, to Beekman downtown at the 

      24            first bombing, so our family is deeply hurt 

      25            at this point.
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       1                As a result of that, the entire Council 

       2            District will do a memorial service 

       3            tomorrow between 2:00 at the fire station 

       4            that is in our district, and from which 

       5            four of our firefighters were hurt.  But, 

       6            beyond that, we are up to count number four 

       7            of the families from the district that we 

       8            know of that have perished in this.  And 

       9            so, as a result of that, I think all New 

      10            Yorkers are affected, every Council 

      11            District is affected, and that brings us 

      12            all together as a family that work 

      13            together, that we will pray together, that 

      14            we will rebuild New York together.  But, 

      15            above all, this is our home, this is our 

      16            country, and because it is so, we should 

      17            all be upholding each other.  We send our 

      18            love and sympathy to every family in pain.  

      19            My family is in pain, but we lived through 

      20            it.

      21                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Would any other 

      22            colleague seek to be recognized to speak 

      23            for up to a minute?

      24                Before our recess, I would ask everyone 

      25            to stand for two purposes.
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       1                Before hearing our Councilmember 

       2            Carrion close this session, I want to turn 

       3            it over to Peter who will be introducing 

       4            him.

       5                SPEAKER VALLONE:  I just ask everyone 

       6            to stand for a final moment of silence.  So 

       7            many died, but I would like to have a 

       8            moment of silence for a friend, Father 

       9            Mychal Judge, the Catholic chaplain for the 

      10            Fire Department, who himself gave so many 

      11            eulogies to fallen firefighters and in 

      12            turn, if we can have a moment of silence to 

      13            conclude this meeting, in his honor and in 

      14            his name.

      15                (Moment of silence.)

      16                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Thank you very 

      17            much, Mr. Speaker.

      18                SPEAKER VALLONE:  Yes, I ask all my 

      19            colleagues to gather around before a 

      20            recess, gather around here, please, and we 

      21            will sing God Bless America in memory of 

      22            all those who lost their lives.

      23                (Whereby, at this point, Councilmember 

      24            Carrion led the Council in singing "God 

      25            Bless America".)

             TRI-STAR REPORTING, INC., EAST  *  *  *  (631) 224-5054

                        N.Y.C. COUNCIL - 9/13/2001          57

       1                PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  This meeting is 

       2            recessed.

       3                (Time Noted:  4:30 p.m.)
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