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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KOSLOWITZ: The Committee

          3  on Consumer Affairs will vote on Intro. No. 968, a

          4  bill which would amend the newsstand law to allow

          5  corporations, partnerships and limited liability

          6  companies to hold newsstand licenses.

          7                 Intro. 968 will also increase the

          8  maximum permitted selling price of non-printed

          9  materials to $5, allow prepaid telecommunication and

         10  Transit cards to be sold, and prohibit the sale of

         11  certain items at any price.

         12                 Basically what this bill does is

         13  helps the little guy who wants to have a business

         14  and have a little security, to protect him, and I

         15  feel that this bill is a good bill and I'm going to

         16  urge my colleagues to vote on it.

         17                 And before we vote, I would like to

         18  call Robert Bookman.

         19                 MR. BOOKMAN: Thank you, Madam

         20  Chairperson and Council Members.

         21                 We were here last week on this bill

         22  and I just wanted to reiterate a few of the points

         23  of the testimony and urge you, Council Members

         24  Robinson and Henry, to vote in favor of it.

         25                 Frankly, this intro is needed to help
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          2  save this important industry. That's the bottom

          3  line.

          4                 Increasingly, the operation of

          5  sidewalk newsstands is an unappealing prospect. Two

          6  facts need to be considered:

          7                 Fact number one:  Currently at 304

          8  newsstands we have the lowest number of sidewalk

          9  newsstands in the history of the City of New York.

         10  That's a fact. A fact that everybody agrees on.

         11                 The second fact: Currently, with only

         12  two dozen pending applications, we have the lowest

         13  number in history of individuals looking to open new

         14  newsstands. When you put those two facts together,

         15  you then have to come up with the question, is this

         16  clearly an industry that is phasing itself out? Is

         17  there anything that we, in the City Council, can do,

         18  together with the newspapers, who were here last

         19  time, and the operators, to turn this around to help

         20  make it an appealing industry again and to help save

         21  it?

         22                 We believe this Intro stops the

         23  bleeding. It's not a full answer to all the

         24  problems, but it's a step in the right direction. By

         25  treating newsstand ownership as a business, and by
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          2  increasing the $2 limit for the first time in 22

          3  years, maybe it will generate some more interests in

          4  keeping the newsstands open.

          5                 By allowing ownership in the name of

          6  a partnership, you are saving a newsstand. You have

          7  one less newsstand going out of business when that

          8  World War 2 veteran, who has been operating his

          9  stand for 40 years, is ready to retire, now he has

         10  no option so he goes out of business, and we lose

         11  one more newsstand. If you pass this bill there will

         12  be an option. He'll have a partner, somebody who can

         13  keep operating the newsstand. This is a good thing.

         14                 Frankly, I don't understand any

         15  reason why anybody would think otherwise. This

         16  industry has been dying under this Administration.

         17  In 1997, the last time the Council passed this exact

         18  same language, but unfortunately had to repeal it

         19  for other reasons a year later, there were 324

         20  newsstands, and the Administration promised 100 new

         21  ones.

         22                 Do you remember that, Madam

         23  Chairperson? They promised there would be, if that

         24  law was passed, 474 newsstands. Instead, we had a 20

         25  newsstand decrease four years later. We're down to
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          2  300, they say 304, we think it's around 300. We've

          3  been going in the wrong direction.

          4                 We think if we pass the same language

          5  today that you passed four years ago, it made good

          6  sense then, it makes good sense today, we think it

          7  will help stop this bleeding. Because one thing is

          8  for sure, if you don't pass this, we will be back

          9  here a year later and there won't be 304 newsstands,

         10  there will be 292 newsstands and then 280

         11  newsstands.

         12                 If you believe that this is an

         13  industry worth saving from an historic point of

         14  view, from a business point of view, from a small

         15  business point of view, if you think it's a valuable

         16  asset of 50 square feet of public sidewalk to give

         17  somebody an entrepreneurial experience, then I urge

         18  you to pass this bill.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KOSLOWITZ: I just want to

         21  add that you have been very cooperative, because I

         22  know when we were doing the street furniture and,

         23  you know, everybody, there were parts that you were

         24  going to be hurt in, but, yet, for the betterment of

         25  the City, you joined in and you became a part of the
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          2  street furniture, and it was going to cause these

          3  gentlemen and women more money, and plus their

          4  license. And we had to come back and get their

          5  license back, because the street furniture did not

          6  go through. And you are right, we were going to pass

          7  this bill, and I think now is the appropriate time

          8  to do that.

          9                 With that, I would like to call the

         10  vote, and I'm going to hold the vote open, because I

         11  spoke to Council Member Sabini, and he was delayed

         12  with a family problem in Queens but will be here and

         13  Council Member Watkins will be here.

         14                 I would like to call the vote.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koslowitz.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Robinson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Henry.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: If I may just

         23  explain, Madam Chair?

         24                 All right, I vote yes, seeing that

         25  she is otherwise occupied.
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          2                 MR. BOOKMAN: Thank you, members of

          3  the Committee. Thank you, Madam Chairperson.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON KOSLOWITZ: As I said, we

          5  are expecting other members, and we will hold this

          6  vote open.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Four in the

          9  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, the items are adopted and the vote is

         11  still open.

         12                 Please sign the reports.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 1:38 p.m.)
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 6th day of December 2001.
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