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          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I call the meeting

          3  to order. We want to welcome everyone and thank

          4  particularly the Council Members, because this

          5  meeting was called for 11:00, and they have been

          6  very patient in leaving and coming back, so we can

          7  finalize, I believe one of the most historical

          8  agreements in the City of New York that we've ever

          9  seen.

         10                 This is the rezoning of Williamsburg

         11  Greenpoint. There were many people involved to make

         12  sure that we get it here today.

         13                 This is, for my colleagues and for

         14  everyone in the room, a historic agreement. We will

         15  have, at the end of this rezoning, and when

         16  everything is built to capacity, 33 percent

         17  affordable housing out of all of the units built in

         18  the City in this area, that is one-third of the

         19  units will be affordable, that is the highest number

         20  ever achieved in any rezoning. And I want to

         21  congratulate everyone that was involved in achieving

         22  that.

         23                 At the same time, there are many

         24  acres of open space, 64 acres of open space. We made

         25  sure that manufacturing, and if there is industrial
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          2  retention, to make sure this agreement was a good

          3  one, and a rounded one for the City of New York.

          4                 I would like to particularly thank my

          5  colleagues. Councilwoman Diana Reyna, where are you?

          6                 Councilwoman? I saw them come in.

          7  Councilwoman Diana Reyna.  Council Member David

          8  Yassky. For all of their hard work to make sure that

          9  -- David Yassky deserves a round of applause.

         10                 And here is Council Member Diana

         11  Reyna. Both of these Council members were

         12  instrumental to make sure that their constituents

         13  were represented and their district is extremely,

         14  extremely great to have them. They did a very great

         15  job.

         16                 We have also in the room here today,

         17  in the Chambers, Dan Doctoroff, Deputy Mayor for the

         18  Mayor of the City of New York. Sean Donovan, Amanda

         19  Burden, and so many of the Commissioners that were

         20  involved to make sure that this happened. This was

         21  truly a joint effort between the Speaker, the City

         22  Council and the Mayor of the City of New York, and

         23  we thank them for all their cooperation.

         24                 We have here Gail Benjamin, as many

         25  of you know, Director of the Land Use staff, and was
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          2  instrumental in making sure we achieve this today.

          3  And Amy Levitan. And also, David from Finance, who

          4  will describe the proposal in detail.

          5                 There is a Bronx Delegation meeting

          6  going on, I'd like to ask the Bronx members to vote.

          7  Council Member Baez.

          8                 Oh, wait. I'm sorry.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: With

         13  congratulations to all those who achieved this, aye

         14  on all, Madam Chair.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: I would like to

         17  echo the sentiments of Council Member Koppell.

         18  Congratulations to all that worked so hard over the

         19  weekend on this, and I vote aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you very

         22  much. I want to congratulate all parties involved. I

         23  think it is a very historical day here in the City

         24  of New York, and I'm very proud to be on this bill.

         25  I vote aye on all. Thank you very much. Have a good
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          2  day.

          3                 We do have to head off to a Bronx

          4  Delegation meeting, so that's why I apologize. We

          5  were here at 11:00, and we are voting yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: While, Gail and

          7  David are making it to the witness stand, I just

          8  want to thank all of you as well. Many of you have

          9  spent hours and days lobbying the City Council on

         10  all of your individual issues. And we just want you

         11  to know that we hear you.

         12                 Sometimes when you come up to a

         13  government office and you lobby, you're not quite

         14  sure that you're heard, and we wanted to really

         15  assure you with this agreement that, you know, not

         16  everything is perfect, but we believe we've achieved

         17  the best that we can for this City, and it truly was

         18  only from a lot of hard work from a lot of you that

         19  made sure that those issues were out there. So, I

         20  want to thank you as well.

         21                 Gail. I can just keep talking.

         22                 Council Member Reyna, would you like

         23  to make a statement?

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Katz.
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          2                 I want to truly recognize the

          3  leadership of our Chair of the Land Use Committee.

          4  Without her strength and her capacity, being an

          5  intelligent woman who stood behind what seemed to be

          6  almost impossible at times, just proved to the City

          7  of New York how a woman can do a man's job. And I

          8  want to thank you for that, Melinda.

          9                 I also want to take this opportunity

         10  to thank a real partnership that has developed from

         11  this rezoning.

         12                 We have achieved historic levels of

         13  the greatest possible balance that any City of New

         14  York could be proud of, that any City can truly

         15  stand by the side and say we have delivered to the

         16  people that mattered most, to the needs of a

         17  community that has stood for so long waiting for

         18  things to happen, and waiting for the right things

         19  to happen, and that is what it was achieved today,

         20  that's what will achieve today, when this Committee

         21  votes in favor of a plan that represents the voices

         22  of a community that so long awaited to see a

         23  wonderful balance of affordable housing, waterfront

         24  access, job creation, job retention, all sorts of

         25  dynamics, new parkland, acreage that were
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          2  unprecedented. The revival and perhaps just in the

          3  interim because we want to see the true development

          4  of McCarren Pool and Bath House. But for the

          5  interim, the reuse of the McCarren Pool, what was

          6  idle for so long, for decades, we're talking about

          7  real capital dollars for industrial retention,

          8  manufacturing zone. We're talking about a wonderful

          9  balance for the people in Williamsburg Greenpoint,

         10  and I would like to thank the Administration for

         11  doing so, committing to that and delivering it. Now

         12  it's a matter of monitoring that this does happen in

         13  its true entirety. And I'd like to thank our

         14  Speaker, and especially all of my colleagues,

         15  standing together and ensuring that this was going

         16  to happen when it mattered the most, to the people

         17  who mattered the most.

         18                 Thank you to all the staff. God bless

         19  you all.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         21  Yassky.

         22                 Thank you, Council Member Reyna.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: This rezoning

         24  is important in so many ways. I don't want to go

         25  through all the details of it. I just want to
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          2  highlight the two things that I think are so

          3  significant about it, over and above opening the

          4  waterfront for the first time in decades in North

          5  Brooklyn.

          6                 The two things that I want the

          7  Committee to understand are that this will use the

          8  tool of zoning to ensure affordable housing in an

          9  absolutely path-breaking way. This Council should be

         10  enormously proud. Between Hudson Yards and this

         11  rezoning, we are changing the way that we do

         12  development in New York City, making it more for

         13  everybody in the City and I think that's something

         14  that we should be enormously proud of.

         15                 I also think that we have struck the

         16  balance between industrial retention and residential

         17  development about as well as you could.

         18                 I think we all understand that when

         19  there is neighborhood change, you know, change has

         20  minuses as well as pluses, and there's no question

         21  there's an impact in the industrial jobs, but we

         22  have, I believe, included with both relocation

         23  assistance and funds for dedicated manufacturing

         24  space, we're doing everything we can to moderate

         25  that change.
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          2                 So, Chair Katz, I want to thank you.

          3  I want to, of course, thank my enormously wonderful

          4  colleague, Diana Reyna. One could not have a better

          5  partner in a project like this. The Administration

          6  folks who we've spoken about all day long, are as

          7  high quality as one could ask for to work with. But

          8  today I really want to just thank all the people

          9  from, all of my constituents from Greenpoint

         10  Williamsburg who said two years ago that they were

         11  going to make this rezoning work for the community,

         12  and they put in the time and the energy to do that.

         13  I'm very proud to represent them.

         14                 Thank you, Chair Katz.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         16                 Just quickly, I'd like to thank Gale

         17  Benjamin, Amy Levitson, Pat Prother, Chris Collins,

         18  Larian Angelo, Dave Pechefsky and the entire staff.

         19  Really, we kept them up all hours and they did a

         20  great job.

         21                 We are going to do at the end of all

         22  of this, approval with modification. What Gail and

         23  what David are going to do both, City Council, are

         24  going to go through the changes from the original

         25  application. The changes from the original
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          2  application.

          3                 Thank you. Gail or David, which?

          4                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Hello. I'm David

          5  Pechefsky from the City Council Finance Division.

          6  I'm going to speak to the housing component of this

          7  plan.

          8                 The original proposal from City

          9  Planning calls for 23 percent of the total units to

         10  be affordable. As we've heard several times, the

         11  percentage is now up to 33 percent, and this was

         12  achieved through an inclusionary bonus program on

         13  the waterfront, an inclusionary bonus program in the

         14  upland, and the commitment to do affordable housing

         15  on public sites.

         16                 The changes in the inclusionary

         17  program on the waterfront now, from City Planning's

         18  original proposal, they now require a higher

         19  percentage of affordable units, to a narrower income

         20  band. So, it's now at 20 percent affordable, to

         21  below 80 percent of the AMI, or ten percent to below

         22  80 percent AMI, and 15 percent to below 125 percent

         23  of AMI. And the higher income target band has been

         24  eliminated.

         25                 There's also been an increase in the
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          2  bonus from a base of 3.7 to a max of 4.7. The City

          3  Planning proposal as approved at 4 to 4.7. So it's a

          4  greater bonus for producing affordable.

          5                 That's also in the case of the

          6  upland. There's a greater bonus and a greater

          7  percentage affordable. And there are other details,

          8  but I think those are probably the most significant.

          9                 I should also add that on the public

         10  sites there is a commitment to doing 20 percent of

         11  that total of over 1,300 units to families earning

         12  less than 30 percent of AMI, which is a significant

         13  change as well. That's an income of $18,000. So, the

         14  plan is also hitting families of low income.

         15                 I'll be happy to take any questions.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just for the

         17  record, that is -- just to repeat that, it's I think

         18  a very strong point. Twenty percent of the

         19  affordable housing will go to those folks earning 30

         20  percent of AMI or less.

         21                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Twenty percent on the

         22  public sites.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: On the public

         24  sites.

         25                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Public sites, yes.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thirty percent

          3  less, which I think is like $18,000 or less.

          4                 MR. PECHEFSKY: Yes, that's correct.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          6                 Gail.

          7                 MS. BENJAMIN: Yes. In addition to the

          8  changes in the housing that this plan would produce,

          9  there have been a series of changes and

         10  modifications and improvements to other aspects of

         11  the plan, most particularly to the open space

         12  aspects of the plan.

         13                 As I said earlier for those who were

         14  here, the plan now encompasses more than 55 acres of

         15  new public open space, which includes the park

         16  that's on the water, along with a new open space

         17  area that will be created on what is now the MTA bus

         18  washing site, one is a site for them to relocate to,

         19  is located. The Dupont site. At McCarren Park, which

         20  as all of you from the community know, and many of

         21  the members know, is a very heavily-utilized park.

         22  There will be additional funds to upgrade the park,

         23  including putting in lights for the soccer field so

         24  the kids can play night games, and so can adults.

         25                 There will be, the pool house, which
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          2  has been closed for so long, along with the pool,

          3  will be renovated to be usable by the community as

          4  an arena for concerts or things of that nature, that

          5  your Councilpeople will be working out how that

          6  would be programmed.

          7                 In addition, the Department will

          8  study the demapping of Driggs and Lorimer, which one

          9  would work better to try and increase the size of

         10  the park and bring the two sides together.

         11                 The esplanade that is to be created

         12  by the owners of the site will now potentially be

         13  transferred on a voluntary basis to the City, so

         14  that this will be both a permit amenity and will be

         15  programmed and run by the City.

         16                 Is there anything I'm leaving out? If

         17  anybody thinks of it?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: The tenant

         19  harassment fund?

         20                 MS. BENJAMIN: Oh, I was just

         21  finishing on the open space.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Oh, open space. I'm

         23  sorry. Dupont, Tot lot, McCarren -- no, esplanade,

         24  that's good.

         25                 MS. BENJAMIN: Oh, the two tot lots
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          2  in --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Two tot lots.

          4                 MS. BENJAMIN: -- Southside will be

          5  programmed and will be available for use by the

          6  public and will be open to all.

          7                 Additionally, there will be a new,

          8  for the industrial and manufacturing and the

          9  protection of those activities, there will be a new

         10  industrial zone IBZ created, within the Bushwick

         11  inlet area and Evitgo area (phonetic). There is a $4

         12  million fund to ease the relocation for those firms

         13  that may need to relocate, or may be forced to

         14  relocate within this project.

         15                 There is a $2 million anti-harassment

         16  fund to help residents in the community who may

         17  begin to feel increased pressure. I know many people

         18  have felt pressure. There is a $2 million fund that

         19  is being created to help people with those kinds of

         20  situations.

         21                 And there are also a series of

         22  actions that will be taken in the future. We come to

         23  know them as FUCAs, Follow-Up Corrective Actions, to

         24  ensure that these things occur.

         25                 There will be the creation of an
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          2  advisory board that will help to monitor when new

          3  services are needed to meet the demands that may be

          4  placed upon existing services by this influx of

          5  people, so that we will know about it and we can

          6  respond to it before there is some kind of a crisis.

          7                 As many of you are aware, 50 percent

          8  of the housing that's created will be for those who

          9  currently live in Community Board 1. And I think I

         10  would probably stop there and take questions, if

         11  people have them.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Anybody have

         13  questions? Council Member Sanders.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

         15  Madam Chair.

         16                 I want to thank our, of course, our

         17  Chair of this Committee for doing a great job. I

         18  would be remiss if I did not thank my colleagues,

         19  Council Member Yassky and Council Member Reyna.

         20                 I've been told that Council Member

         21  Reyna anticipated my, and the need of all New

         22  Yorkers, for affordable housing and fought very hard

         23  on that.

         24                 I was to start by reminding the

         25  Administration that the AMI, Area Median Income, of
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          2  New York City that we're basing this on is skewed.

          3  It takes in Nassau County, Suffolk County,

          4  Westchester, other richer communities, meaning that

          5  it doesn't take into account the people who live in

          6  the very community.

          7                 However, I've been informed that

          8  Council Member Reyna diligently fought to include a

          9  new way of looking at this problem that took into

         10  account or takes into account the real income of the

         11  people who currently live in that community, and not

         12  the inflated income that would have happened

         13  otherwise. I encourage the Administration to look at

         14  this method in every other part of New York City. If

         15  we are insistent on using the AMI, then perhaps this

         16  is a means of dealing with it.

         17                 I an very glad that this is a -- I

         18  want to speak just a little bit more about the

         19  manufacturing part. I didn't hear you touch on that

         20  one. So, I'll stop, and if you can give me more

         21  about what happens to the manufacturers here?

         22                 MS. BENJAMIN: As you know, much of

         23  the area will remain a mixed use area, so that both

         24  manufacturing and residential will continue to be

         25  able to exist as of right.
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          2                 However, we believe there will be

          3  pressure placed on some of the manufacturers, and as

          4  a result, we created an area, there is currently an

          5  area specifically targeted to manufacturing, and to

          6  remain that way Evitgo (phonetic), but we've also

          7  created a second area, both of which will be placed

          8  in the IBZ, which affords those in the area

          9  increased and enhanced protection and opportunities.

         10                 The Administration has committed to

         11  reviewing the BSA applications in these areas very

         12  carefully.

         13                 We have, as I said before, also

         14  created a $4 million fund for those who

         15  unfortunately may have to relocate. We're also

         16  looking at opportunities for the creation of

         17  incubator space and other permanent space for

         18  manufacturers which are being funded by capital

         19  budget dollars of the City of New York.

         20                 Additionally, there are opportunities

         21  available at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, at the Brooklyn

         22  Army Terminal, and at the Bush Terminal, which the

         23  City is investing in quite heavily in order to make

         24  sure that facilities remain both current and modern

         25  and we'll be trying to make sure that there's
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          2  linkage to ensure that those who may feel the ill

          3  effects of this change have a place, those

          4  manufacturers have a place to which they can

          5  relocate and stay within hopefully the community

          6  board, and at least stay within the borough.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Then I want

          8  to commend the Administration for their foresight on

          9  this issue, with just a note of caution that the

         10  fund that was created, the $4 million fund that you

         11  spoke of seems a little low. One piece of equipment

         12  sometimes in these manufacturing plants can cost up

         13  to a million dollars, and that's just the one

         14  company.

         15                 So, if there were anything that they

         16  could do to increase that, it would be good.

         17                 I also am glad that this plan takes

         18  into account the working people of New York City,

         19  and the needs to make sure that the wages paid in

         20  this are appropriate.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Just for the

         23  record, so everyone is aware of that, not only was

         24  it a $4 million fund for that, there is a $20

         25  million capital commitment over the next four years
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          2  for relocation for capital dollars. So, I wanted to

          3  just make that clear. That's the capital money that

          4  Gail was talking about.

          5                 Council Member Gentile.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Just a quick

          7  question. When you use the term "inclusionary

          8  bonus," is the trade-off there affordable housing

          9  for a larger FAR?

         10                 MS. BENJAMIN: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: That's the

         12  trade-off on that?

         13                 MS. BENJAMIN: Yes.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: 3.7 to 4.7.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I'm sorry?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: 3.7 if they do it

         17  at the base, and market value only; 4.7 if they do

         18  inclusionary zoning for affordable housing.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: I see. I see,

         20  great.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: That's on the

         22  waterfront.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: That's

         24  excellent. That's an excellent trade-off.

         25                 Just one other thing --
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          2                 MR. BENJAMIN: I don't know, you said

          3  one question.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Oh, okay, I

          5  have two questions. And there is an agreement on

          6  building service contracts?

          7                 MS. BENJAMIN: Yes, there is. There is

          8  an agreement that in the market rate buildings that

          9  32BJ --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: As a side note, in

         11  addition to the rezoning today, as you see, 32 BJ is

         12  in the house very strong and there is -- there has

         13  been an agreement between the Real Estate Board, and

         14  we need to thank them because they built a coalition

         15  to agree with 32 BJ that there will be prevailing

         16  wage in the market value buildings and every

         17  building of 125 and above, in addition to other

         18  agreements. And we thank both sides for their

         19  commitment to the future of this area.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Just my kudos

         21  to my colleagues for making this happen. Thank you.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I didn't mean to

         23  interrupt you. I apologize, Council member. I just

         24  wanted to get the details out there.

         25                 Council Member Reyna, do you want to
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          2  add something, and then Council Member Dilan?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: I just wanted

          4  to ensure my colleagues that part of the agreements

          5  that we we're working toward finalizing the details

          6  of is local hiring, reaching a 50 percent at least

          7  minimum of local hiring in the neighborhood to

          8  ensure that the prevailing wage is going to go to

          9  the families that are struggling.

         10                 Proper training, the proper

         11  interviewing skills, the proper positioning of

         12  making sure that these short term -- because, of

         13  course, you have to remember there are construction

         14  jobs that are going to be associated to this

         15  development that are also going to be a priority for

         16  families within Community Board 1 to achieve

         17  acquiring those positions. And I'd like to thank the

         18  partnership of the trades construction, as well as

         19  32 BJ for the commitment that they've made in

         20  assuring that we will reach those levels.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member

         22  Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         24  Madam Chair.

         25                 I just wanted to follow-up on
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          2  questioning along the lines of my colleague Council

          3  Member Sanders in regard to industrial retention.

          4                 Now, there's some funds set aside for

          5  the three locations that you mentioned at Brooklyn

          6  Navy Yard, at Bush Army -- at Bush Terminal and the

          7  Army Terminal.

          8                 MS. BENJAMIN: Well, the City is

          9  creating new space at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and

         10  there is a $70 million capital amount associated

         11  with the new space.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: All right. So,

         13  my question is, is that something that's already in

         14  the capital budget without me having a chance to go

         15  back and review it? Or are these new capital

         16  commitments to the budget by the Administration?

         17                 MS. BENJAMIN: I believe that the $70

         18  million is already in the budget and was

         19  contemplated as an expansion of the opportunities

         20  available at the Brooklyn Navy Yard for some time.

         21                 Additionally, I believe that the $10

         22  million at the Navy Yard and the $10 million at Bush

         23  Terminal, to modernize those facilities is also an

         24  effort by the Administration to make sure that our

         25  industrial areas that are strong and can support as
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          2  many businesses as possible in as modern a facility

          3  as required.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Okay. So, I

          5  should take that as the funds were already in place,

          6  but anybody who -- or any businesses who run the

          7  risk of being pressured out from the CB 1 area get

          8  first priority in those areas; is that fair to say?

          9                 MS. BENJAMIN: I would say that that

         10  is the intention, yes.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Okay. Thank

         12  you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Anything else? No?

         14                 All right, we're voting on this. All

         15  right, let's vote.

         16                 We will call the roll on the most

         17  expansive and innovative affordable housing

         18  application ever come before the City Council of New

         19  York.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Katz.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: I proudly vote aye

         22  on all and truly once again thank you, every one

         23  involved, especially Council Member Reyna, and

         24  Council Member Yassky, who worked so hard for their

         25  community. And I am so proud to call them my

                                                            25

          1  COMMITTEE ON LAND USE

          2  colleagues. I vote aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

          5  to explain my vote.

          6                 First, I want to say to Councilwoman

          7  Diana Reyna and to Councilman Yassky,

          8  congratulations. This is an outstanding moment for

          9  the City Council in terms of what you've been able

         10  to accomplish for your community to have been able

         11  to make sure that the vision included your

         12  constituents in such a major development, is an

         13  extraordinary accomplishment that those who are not

         14  a part of this process may not truly be able to

         15  appreciate what it takes.

         16                 But I must also say that 32,

         17  congratulations on the manner in which you have

         18  played such a positive and constructive role in this

         19  project.

         20                 I want to also thank the Committee, I

         21  mean the staff of the Council for their technical

         22  and professional expertise in helping to navigate

         23  this here project.

         24                 You know, it's an affordable housing

         25  project. Affordable in terms of what's in the
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          2  pockets of the people that's in the neighborhood.

          3  And that's a miracle.

          4                 There's a miracle that took place in

          5  this City Council, because very often we don't get

          6  these affordabilities that are defined by what's in

          7  people's pockets. It's sometimes defined by somebody

          8  else's pocket that doesn't include the people who

          9  are going to be living in the neighborhood. So,

         10  that's a great, great accomplishment. Fifty-four

         11  acres of open space, open space is a precious,

         12  precious amenity, a precious necessity, actually,

         13  and to see that that has been retained along with

         14  all the other retention aspects of this project

         15  again, I think is a proud moment for the Council, an

         16  historic moment for the Council, and I proudly vote

         17  aye on all.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I may be

         21  excused to explain my vote?

         22                 I want to add my voice to those

         23  already in congratulating my colleagues Diana Reyna

         24  and David Yassky and Melinda Katz for this

         25  tremendous accomplishment and all of the changes
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          2  that have happened in this rezoning.

          3                 I know that Diana and David have

          4  worked for months and months and months on making

          5  sure that the needs of all of the diverse

          6  constituents of Williamsburg Greenpoint got heard in

          7  this process, and that is so clearly reflected in

          8  the unprecedented amount of housing. And it's

          9  exciting to have, a few months ago have said that

         10  about Hudson Yards and to have us even outdone on

         11  her own great work here with Williamsburg Greenpoint

         12  and then affordable housing and all of the

         13  industrial retention and the prevailing wage. So,

         14  this is a plan that we all should be very proud of,

         15  a plan I know would not have gotten to this point if

         16  it wasn't for Diana and David and the tremendous

         17  leadership of Chairperson Katz, and all of the

         18  staff, both to the Committee. To Chairperson Katz

         19  and also Diana and David's staff.

         20                 So, I'm thrilled to get to vote aye

         21  on this today, and so proud of all of my colleagues

         22  and the Chair for this great accomplishment, not

         23  just for the residents of Brooklyn, but really for

         24  the City of New York, because to have two zonings in

         25  a row that have done so much for affordable housing,
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          2  we have really redefined how you can create

          3  affordable housing and new zoning in this City, and

          4  again I want to thank all of the staff to the

          5  Committee and Finance Committee for their long

          6  hours.

          7                 Diana and I were just saying their

          8  long hours, with no overtime or any hope of it.

          9                 So, I vote aye on all.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: On a personal

         11  level, I wouldn't mind a little more time between

         12  each one.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Permission to

         15  explain my vote?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Please.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

         18  congratulate Council Member Yassky and Council

         19  Member Reyna for working with their community and

         20  developing a comprehensive plan to restore and

         21  enhance and develop a new opportunity here, a new

         22  opportunity to do affordable housing, a new

         23  opportunity really to communicate with all parties

         24  that are involved in what's necessary in the City to

         25  make the City grow.
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          2                 Working with the business community,

          3  real estate community, the citizens of the

          4  neighborhood, the Mayor's Office, working with the

          5  great chair of this Committee, Land Use Committee,

          6  Melinda Katz, and all of the groups that are

          7  involved to make sure that the needs of this City

          8  are kept, and the needs of this City are met.

          9                 There have been some new standards

         10  raised here from new opportunities that I hope we

         11  can continue to use as templates to do whatever

         12  rezonings or whatever ULURPs or any types of

         13  restandardization of usage of property. Clearly,

         14  having open discussion and real discussion on this

         15  issue, having many meetings on this issue, got you

         16  to the point where you were able to do something

         17  unprecedented, set a new standard and a new goal,

         18  clearly dealing with the way of the AMI and dealing

         19  with the FAR, and the way that you helped to do that

         20  brought some new conversations to the table.

         21                 And I hope we can continue to do

         22  that, as we focus on structuring our City and

         23  ensuring that the City really has real economic

         24  development potential, because we're in the process

         25  of doing a lot of restructuring in the City that
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          2  requires real cooperation and participation from all

          3  the components of this City.

          4                 So, with that said, I congratulate

          5  you, Council Members Yassky and Reyna, the Chair,

          6  Melinda Katz, the Mayor's Office and all parties,

          7  and 32BJ for their diligence and in fighting for

          8  what they needed for their community, and also to

          9  the communities in Community Board 1 for making sure

         10  that there is a real opportunity for growth, jobs

         11  and economic development. I vote aye.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Madam Chair,

         15  may I have a moment to explain my vote?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I want to begin

         18  by also congratulating my colleagues Diana Reyna and

         19  David Yassky for their work on this project. And at

         20  least for listening to me on the industrial

         21  retention piece of the plan.

         22                 I represent the community of

         23  Bushwick, which is not too far away from the

         24  Greenpoint Williamsburg area, and for me that was a

         25  very key piece because so many of my constituents
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          2  work in that area. In order for me to support this

          3  plan, I would know that there were some measures to

          4  make sure that all of my constituents were going to

          5  be able to keep their jobs as a result of this

          6  rezoning, and I feel pretty comfortable with what I

          7  see, and I'm also hearing news that there may be a

          8  chance for some people in my area who are out of

          9  work, they may have some opportunities as a result

         10  of this plan. So, I proudly vote aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair,

         13  permission to explain my vote?

         14                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I again want

         16  to congratulate all parties concerned that our

         17  dynamic Council Members Yassky and Reyna, of course,

         18  with the point, certainly with the leadership of our

         19  Chair ensuring that this happens. Ensuring that I

         20  usually am the voice to raise the issue that

         21  affordable housing in New York City, thanks to the

         22  area, median income starts at $45,000, meaning that

         23  you cannot own a home here without making that, and

         24  that's according to the area of median income.

         25                 I am glad that, meaning that that
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          2  word affordable next to housing, people should not

          3  use those two things together.

          4                 However, I'm glad that Council Member

          5  Reyna and others managed to fight and ensure that

          6  real affordable housing is in on this package.

          7  Meaning that the people who live in those

          8  communities can actually be some of the

          9  beneficiaries of all of these things.

         10                 So, I really commend them for that.

         11                 I also encourage the Administration

         12  to make permanent what is happening quietly, that we

         13  need a task force to create community benefit

         14  agreements, that would figure out what the City can

         15  manage and what the private developers can manage

         16  and what a community can win with, otherwise we are

         17  forced into some communities which have more of a

         18  knowledge base will win, other communities will

         19  lose. The City needs to play that role officially

         20  and make sure that there is a real community

         21  benefits agreement and a permanent task force

         22  perhaps composed of the EDC and HPD.

         23                 I also would like to, of course,

         24  commend 32BJ for doing their job and making sure the

         25  working people win.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Gail, do you want

          3  to add something?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: And I vote

          5  aye on all.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Sorry.

          7                 Did you want to add something?

          8                 MS. BENJAMIN: I would just like to

          9  note for the record there's a correction to the

         10  report you received in Section 62 351-A, line three

         11  currently reads "the zoning lot containing

         12  residences shall be [5.5] 4.5," that 4.5 should

         13  actually read 4.88 to match with the section that

         14  follows.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Well, that

         16  changes my position. We need to reopen the whole

         17  matter.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Council Member --

         19  who is next, Vann?

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Can I explain my

         22  vote, Madam Chair?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Please.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Everyone should

         25  note that they made that correction before it was my
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          2  turn to vote.

          3                 MS. BENJAMIN: So you know what you're

          4  voting on.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I read this

          6  complete document and I was going to make that

          7  point. But thank you very much for the direction.

          8                 I think, Madam Chair, that this is a

          9  very, very significant moment, a very significant

         10  moment in that it demonstrates to the people that

         11  government can work for them.

         12                 Very often people become distant from

         13  our government. They feel it does not address the

         14  needs of common basic people in our community, and I

         15  think this agreement sends out a signal in hope

         16  that, yes, government of the people, by the people,

         17  for the people, do, in fact, work for the little

         18  people.

         19                 And accolades all around to Diana

         20  Reyna to be sure and David Yassky and Chairperson

         21  Katz, and I think our Speaker. I think the members

         22  of this City Council are all a part of this. Those

         23  in the community that struggled for this, the

         24  community organizations, those who had expertise,

         25  all of that is a part of this scenario, everybody
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          2  has something to do with that. And administration

          3  responded. There is something to be said about the

          4  negotiations, and they can work, you know, when

          5  people are committed and represented correctly.

          6                 So, there's a lot of accolades to go

          7  out. I feel good about this because you've set a

          8  bar. You've set a high bar that now any of these

          9  rezonings and so forth, we have to take a look at

         10  what happened in Williamsburg, you know what I'm

         11  saying, and Greenpoint, and say, well, we gotta do

         12  at least as good as they did. So, you've done the

         13  entire City of New York a great, great favor and we

         14  thank you for it.

         15                 I vote aye, Madam Chair.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Oh, one other

         18  thing. 32.

         19                 (Audience: BJ.)

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: I've been

         21  wanting to say that all day. Thank you.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Madam Chair,

         24  for this remarkable and historic and precedent

         25  setting agreement, I proudly vote aye with
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          2  congratulations to all.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Thank you.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

          6  excused to explain my vote?

          7                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I don't want

          9  to.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Better.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I just wanted

         12  to know whether it would be possible for Deputy

         13  Mayor Doctoroff and Commissioner Donovan and Chair

         14  Burden to take the witness stand, I have a few minor

         15  questions?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: You know what? Out

         17  of order, they're going to testify, but I'm sure

         18  that they'll make themselves more than available to

         19  you afterwards, should you want that.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Is the answer

         21  no?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Okay. I vote

         24  yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 13 in the
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          2  affirmative, zero in the negative, and no

          3  abstentions, all items are adopted. Council Members,

          4  please sign the Committee report.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON KATZ: This is approved

          6  with modification, it's referred to the City

          7  Planning Commission. May 11th at the full body. This

          8  will be at the full Council on May 11th, everyone.

          9  May 11th at the full body. Thank you very much, one

         10  and all.

         11                 We need to adjourn this meeting and

         12  not leave it open. It's got to get back to the City

         13  Planning Commission.

         14                 (Hearing concluded at 5:15 p.m.)
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