New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0421-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Pierina Ana Sanchez, Farah N. Louis

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to allowing the occupancy of cellars in certain one- and two-family dwellings

Submitted by:
Council Member Pierina Ana Sanchez

Justification:
The legislation intends to make it as simple and straightforward as possible for homeowners to add safe ancillary dwelling units (ADUs) to their property. Local Laws 126 and 127 of 2024 exempted lawful existing basement and cellar residences from the prohibition on cellar occupancy set forth in section 27-2087 of the Administrative Code. This bill would extend that exemption to new lawful cellar residences. Cellars – defined as spaces with more than one-half of their height below the curb level – are subject to stringent rules in the Building Code to ensure that cellar ADUs protect the safety and welfare of occupants. For that reason, the ban on cellar occupancy in section 27-2087 of the Administrative Code is not necessary for lawful units.

The legislation achieves this through a technical correction to the previously passed legislation in 2024.
