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Introductory Bill No. 780:

By Council Members Koppell, Brewer, Comrie, James and Yassky.

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bicycle parking in garage and parking lots.

I.
INTRODUCTION


On Monday, December 8, 2008, the Committees on Consumer Affairs, Transportation and Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Members Leroy G. Comrie, John Liu, and Erik Martin-Dilan respectively, will conduct its first hearing on Introductory Bill No. 780 (“Intro. 780”), a Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bicycle parking in garage and parking lots. Those invited to testify include the Mayor’s Office of Operations, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Buildings, the Department of City Planning, public interest groups, environmental organizations, urban planning organizations and other interested parties.

II.
BACKGROUND


The numbers of workers commuting via bicycle has been steadily increasing for the past several years. Transportation Alternatives, a New York-based bike advocacy group, estimates that 131,000 New Yorkers bike to work on a daily basis.
 According to the New York City Department of Transportation, cycling levels in the City have doubled in the past six years. The City, recognizing this increase in commuter cycling, has accommodated cyclists over the past several years, adding 140 miles of new bicycle routes in the past year alone.
 With this increased use, however, comes the need for more safe places to store bikes when not in use. In 2007, the City installed 800 additional bike racks, increasing the number of racks in the city to 4,000 overall with the capacity to hold up to 20,000 bikes.
 While the increase in bike racks is a positive development for the City’s cyclists, the threat of theft and vandalism increases the appeal of indoor bike parking and attended bike parking lots.
  Although a handful a of buildings throughout the City currently accommodate indoor parking for bicycles, requiring parking garages to reserve space for bikes would provide hundreds, if not thousands, of additional secure parking spaces and promote bike riding as a viable transportation alternative for many New Yorkers.  
III. 
INTRO 780

 Currently, all parking lots and garages in the City capable of holding five or more vehicles are required to be licensed by DCA.
  Intro. 780 would require all licensed parking lots or garages with capacity for fifty or more vehicles to create and maintain parking spaces for bicycles.  Specifically, the legislation would require garages to create at least one bicycle parking space for every ten authorized vehicle parking spaces and mandate that the garage provide racks or other devices to which a bike may be securely anchored.   Each rack would be required to provide at least fifteen square feet of space per bicycle and to be protected from damage by vehicles by a physical barrier.  Every bike parking space would be located in a visible, well-lighted area of the garage and be easily accessible to bike owners.  Garage operators would be required to file a schedule of bicycle parking rates with DCA and post the rates, hours of operation and the minimum capacity of bicycle parking spaces at the garage entrance.  Bicycle parking rates could not be changed without prior notice to DCA.  

Int. No. 780

 

By Council Members Koppell, Brewer, Comrie, James and Yassky

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to bicycle parking in garage and parking lots. 

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 

Section 1.  Subchapter 17 of chapter 2 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-327.1 to read as follows:

§ 20-327.1 Bicycle parking spaces. a. The operator of every garage and parking lot which has an authorized capacity of fifty or more motor vehicles shall provide and maintain parking spaces for bicycles in accordance with the provisions of this section.

b. There shall be not less than one bicycle parking space provided by the garage or parking lot for every ten authorized motor vehicles.

c. Bicycle racks.  The operator of every garage and parking lot which is required to provide parking spaces for bicycles pursuant to this section shall provide racks, or other devices that permit the securing of the bicycle frame and one wheel with a lock and support the bicycle in a stable position without damage to the wheels, frame, or components of the bicycle.

d. Bicycle parking racks or other devices shall be securely anchored so they cannot be easily removed and shall be of sufficient strength and design to resist vandalism and theft.

e. Bicycle parking racks or other devices shall provide at least two and one half feet in width by six feet in length per bicycle to allow sufficient space between parked bicycles.

f. Bicycle parking spaces shall be protected from damage by motor vehicles by a physical barrier such as curbs, wheel stops, poles or other similar features capable of preventing motor vehicles from contacting a bicycle or encroaching upon a bicycle parking space.

g. Bicycle parking spaces shall be located in a highly visible, well lighted area of a garage or parking lot that is readily accessible to the owner or operator of such bicycle.

h. The operator of every garage and parking lot which is subject to the provisions of this section shall file with the commissioner a schedule of rates showing the prices charged daily, weekly, and monthly for parking and storage of bicycles.

i. No operator of a garage or parking lot subject to the provisions of this section shall make any charge for parking or storage of a bicycle in excess of the rates set forth in the schedule filed with the commissioner, unless at least sixty days prior to the effective date of such changed rates, such operator has filed with the commissioner, in writing, such change in rates and has posted such changed rates on signs which conform with the requirements of subdivision j of this section. 

j. The operator of each garage or parking lot subject to the provisions of this section shall post conspicuously at the public entrance to the garage or parking lot a sign composed of letters and figures of such size, height, width, spacing, color and description as shall be prescribed by the rules of the commissioner.  Such sign shall set forth the rate to be charged by such garage or parking lot for bicycle parking spaces, the hours during which such garage or parking lot will remain open for business and the minimum capacity of bicycle parking spaces of such garage or parking lot.

§2. This local law shall take ninety days after enactment except that the commissioner of consumer affairs shall take all actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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