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I. INTRODUCTION	
On May 12, 2021, the Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing, chaired by Council Member Diana Ayala, held a vote on Proposed Introductory Bill Number 936-A (Int. 936-A), in relation to restricting single-use plastic beverage straws, beverage stirrers and beverage splash sticks, and to repeal chapter 4 of title 16 of such code, relating to rechargeable batteries. On June 21, 2018, the Committee held a hearing on this bill and heard from the Department of Consumer and Worker Protection (“DCWP”, formerly the Department of Consumer Affairs), business and trade organizations, environmental groups, disability advocates, and other interested stakeholders who provided testimony on the bill. Their feedback has been incorporated into the latest version of the bill. At the vote on May 12, the Committee voted 9 in favor, 1 opposed and 0 abstentions on the bill.
II. BACKGROUND
Cheap production costs, durability and broad functionality mean that plastics are a common feature of our lives. More than 320 million tons of plastic are consumed each year and more plastic has been produced in the last decade than ever before.[footnoteRef:1] Additionally, use of plastics is expected to double over the next two decades.[footnoteRef:2] While plastics may last for decades or even centuries,[footnoteRef:3] plastic is often used to make single-use products. Ninety-five percent of plastic packaging, for example, is only used once, and only 14 percent is collected for recycling.[footnoteRef:4] This means that at least eight million tons of plastic leak into the ocean each year – a figure that is equivalent to dumping a garbage truck of trash into the ocean every minute.[footnoteRef:5] The World Economic Forum predicts that, under a business-as-usual scenario, there will be more plastic in the ocean than fish by 2050.[footnoteRef:6] Followed by Japan and the European Union, the United States is the largest generator of plastic packaging waste on a per-capita basis.[footnoteRef:7]  [1:  Laurent Lebreton et al “Evidence that the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is Rapidly Accumulating Plastic”, Nature, March 22, 2018 available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-22939-w. ]  [2:  World Economic Forum “The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the Future of Plastics” January 2016, available at: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_New_Plastics_Economy.pdf, p. 6. ]  [3:  National Parks Service “Things Stick Around” available at: https://www.nps.gov/teachers/classrooms/things_stick_around.htm. ]  [4:  World Economic Forum “The New Plastics Economy: Rethinking the Future of Plastics” January 2016, available at: http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_The_New_Plastics_Economy.pdf, p. 7. ]  [5:  Id. ]  [6:  Id. ]  [7:  The United Nations Environment Programme “Single-use Plastics: A Roadmap for Sustainability”, June 2018 available at: https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25496/singleUsePlastic_sustainability.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y, p. 5.  ] 

Most plastics are also less dense than seawater, meaning that pieces of plastic float around the ocean and break down into smaller particles (microplastics)[footnoteRef:8] that are consumed by fish and aquatic birdlife.[footnoteRef:9] The ubiquity of plastics, its buoyancy, and the struggle to properly dispose of it resulted in a land mass, known as the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, floating between the coasts of California and Hawaii. 99.9 percent of this patch, which is twice the size of Texas,[footnoteRef:10] is made up of plastic.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  Laurent Lebreton et al “Evidence that the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is Rapidly Accumulating Plastic”, Nature, March 22, 2018 available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-22939-w.]  [9:  Laura Parker “Ocean Life Eats Tons of Plastic – Here’s Why That Matters” National Geographic, August 16, 2017 available at: https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/08/ocean-life-eats-plastic-larvaceans-anchovy-environment/. ]  [10:  Doyle Rice “World’s Largest Collection of Ocean Garbage is Twice the Size of Texas”, USA Today, March 22, 2018 available at: https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/science/2018/03/22/great-pacific-garbage-patch-grows/446405002/. ]  [11:  Laurent Lebreton et al “Evidence that the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is Rapidly Accumulating Plastic”, Nature, March 22, 2018 available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-22939-w.] 

As a single-use product, plastic straws are a common contributor to this debris. Plastic straws can be recycled, but because of their size and lightweight nature, as well as the manner by which they are used, they rarely make it into recycling bins. Instead, they often end up in the ocean and are ranked fifth in terms of the most common types of plastics found in coastal cleanups.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Give a Sip “FAQs: Are Straws a Big Part of the Problem?” available at: https://giveasip.nyc/toolkit. ] 

For most people, straws are used for convenience or out of habit more than a necessity.[footnoteRef:13] There are no definitive figures on how many plastic straws are used by consumers in the United States,[footnoteRef:14] but comparable data from other countries helps to demonstrate the enormity of the problem. A report by the City of Vancouver, Canada, for example, estimates that 57 million straws are used in Canada each day,[footnoteRef:15] while in the United Kingdom, they dispose of an estimated 8.5 billion straws each year.[footnoteRef:16]   [13:  The Committee recognizes that there are people with medical conditions or disabilities that require them to use drinking straws. Exceptions have been made in Int. 936 to accommodate these needs. ]  [14:  A common figure used by the National Parks Service, media outlets and activist groups is that American consumers use 500 million straws each day. However, this data is not grounded in scientific methodology, and has been criticized by some pundits (see: Robert Gearty “NBC Backs off Fishy Statistic About Plastic Straws From Research by 9-year-old Boy”, Fox News, April 22, 2018 available at:  http://www.foxnews.com/entertainment/2018/04/22/nbc-news-source-for-fishy-statistic-about-plastic-straws-is-research-by-9-year-old-boy.html). However, some environmental groups report that this figure is very conservative (see: Eco-Cycle “Be Straw Free Campaign: Frequently Asked Questions” available at: http://www.ecocycle.org/bestrawfree/faqs). ]  [15:  City of Vancouver “Single-Use Item Reduction Strategy: Policy Report”, May 1, 2018, available at: http://council.vancouver.ca/20180516/documents/pspc2b.pdf, p. 4. ]  [16:  This figure was originally quoted from a report by research consultants Eunomia (see: “Leverage Points for Reducing Single-use Plastics – Background Research available at: http://www.eunomia.co.uk/reports-tools/leverage-points-for-reducing-single-use-plastics-background-research/). The UK Statistics Authority have verified this figure as a credible estimate (see: Ed Humpherson “Statistics on Single-use Plastic Straws”, available at: https://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/correspondence/statistics-on-single-use-plastic-straws/). ] 

The Movement to Plastic Ban Straws
In February 2011, Milo Cress, a nine year-old boy from Vermont, started an earnest effort to stop retailers in his community from offering plastic straws to their customers, unless they requested them.[footnoteRef:17] In the spring of that year, the National Restaurant Association referenced Milo’s suggestion of ‘offer-first’ as the best practice for restaurants. Milo’s campaign, Be Straw Free, has since evolved and is now being run through Eco-Cycle, one of the nation’s largest non-profit recyclers.[footnoteRef:18] After a video that captured a plastic straw being removed from a sea turtle’s nose went viral in 2015,[footnoteRef:19] numerous companies, cities and institutions have committed to banning single-use plastic straws, and other campaigns to ban plastic straws have been launched.[footnoteRef:20]  [17:  Darryl Fears “A Campaign to Eliminate Plastic Straws is Sucking in Thousands of Converts”, Washington Post, June 24, 2017 available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/a-campaign-to-eliminate-plastic-straws-is-sucking-in-thousands-of-converts/2017/06/24/d53f70cc-4c5a-11e7-9669-250d0b15f83b_story.html?utm_term=.10976968c89e. ]  [18:  Eco-Cycle “Be Straw Free Campaign” available at: http://www.ecocycle.org/bestrawfree. ]  [19:  Darryl Fears “A Campaign to Eliminate Plastic Straws is Sucking in Thousands of Converts”, supra note 39.  ]  [20:  For example, in New York the Wildlife Conservation Society has partnered with the New York Aquarium to run the ‘Give a Sip’ campaign to ban plastic straws. More than 60 businesses have committed to stop using single-use plastic straws (more information is available at: https://giveasip.nyc/about). Other campaigns include ‘Straw Wars’ in the UK (available at: http://strawwars.org/) and ‘For a Strawless Ocean’ in the United States (available at: https://www.strawlessocean.org/). ] 

In New York City, zoos in the Bronx, Queens, Central and Prospect parks and the New York Aquarium have all banned plastic straws, as well as cold drink lids and single-use plastic bags.[footnoteRef:21] In 2018, McDonald’s in Britain joined a host of other food and hospitality chains to eliminate plastic straws and replace them with paper or other alternatives,[footnoteRef:22] and several global hotels and airlines have made similar pledges.[footnoteRef:23]  [21:  “WCS Zoos and Aquarium Join Nationwide Effort to Cut Down on Single-Use Plastics”, WCS Newsroom, July 10, 2017, available at: https://newsroom.wcs.org/News-Releases/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/10252/WCS-Zoos-and-Aquarium-Join-Nationwide-Effort-to-Cut-Down-on-Single-Use-Plastics.aspx. ]  [22:  Katherine Pennington “McDonald’s Says It’s the Final Straw as Cuts Down on Plastic”, Reuters, March 28, 2018 available at https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-straws-retailers/mcdonalds-says-its-the-final-straw-as-cuts-down-on-plastic-idUSKBN1H42P8. ]  [23:  Adam H. Graham “Bans on Plastic Straws Are Growing. But Is the Travel Industry Doing Enough?”, New York Times, May 1, 2018, available at: https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/01/travel/straw-bans-hotels-resorts.html. ] 

Other Jurisdictions
At the legislative level, numerous towns, cities and even countries are implementing laws to restrict the availability of single-use plastic straws. In 2018, Vanuatu became the first nation in the world to ban plastic straws (in addition to single-use plastic bags and polystyrene takeaway boxes).[footnoteRef:24] In the United States, Los Angeles,[footnoteRef:25] Davis,[footnoteRef:26] San Luis Obispo[footnoteRef:27] and San Francisco,[footnoteRef:28] in California have all enacted laws to prevent businesses from automatically providing single-use plastic straws. In Seattle, Washington, the first city in the Country to begin the process of restricting single-use plastic straws, the law bans straws unless they are made from compostable material.[footnoteRef:29]  [24:  Jilda Stem “Vanuatu Walks the Talk – and Becomes First County to Ban Plastic Straws”, Asia Pacific Report, May 15, 2018 available at: https://asiapacificreport.nz/2018/05/15/vanuatu-walks-the-talk-and-becomes-first-country-to-ban-plastic-straws/. ]  [25:  For more information see Ordinance number 186028, available at: http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2018/18-0053_ORD_186028_04-21-2019.pdf. ]  [26:  For more information see “Beverage straw ordinance”, available at: https://www.cityofdavis.org/city-hall/public-works-utilities-and-operations/solid-waste-and-recycling/beverage-straw-ordinance#:~:text=Key%20points%20from%20the%20ordinance,for%20consumption%20on%20its%20premises. ]  [27:  For more information see “Single-use straws”, available at: https://sanluisobispo.municipal.codes/Code/8.09. ]  [28:  For more information see Ordinance number 294-18, available at: https://sfbos.org/sites/default/files/o0294-18.pdf. ]  [29:  For more information see “Compostable or recyclable food service ware required”, available at: https://library.municode.com/wa/seattle/codes/municipal_code?nodeId=TIT21UT_SUBTITLE_IIISOWA_CH21.36SOWACO_SUBCHAPTER_IISOWACO_21.36.086COREFOSEWARE. ] 

Similar approaches have been taken at the international level. In South Australia, the first and only state in Australia to so far enact legislation on single-use plastics, plastic and oxo-degradable[footnoteRef:30] plastic straws are prohibited,[footnoteRef:31] although businesses may choose to have some on hand to provide to customers who require plastic straws for a medical purpose.[footnoteRef:32] The law in England is even more stringent – the offer and supply of a single-use plastic straw is an offence, and only businesses such as pharmacies may sell them.[footnoteRef:33] In Vancouver, Canada, meanwhile, single-use plastic and compostable plastic straws are prohibited; however, every food establishment must stock “flexible plastic straws, wrapped in paper” that can be provided, upon request, for someone with a medical need.[footnoteRef:34]  [30:  The terminology surrounding plastics – ‘biodegradable’, ‘compostable’, ‘bioplastics’, etc. – can be confusing and, although some of the terms are used interchangeably, their different definitions are crucial. Oxo-degradable, for instance, “]w]hile often confused with biodegradable plastics…are a category unto themselves. They are neither a bioplastic nor a biodegradable plastic, but rather a conventional plastic mixed with an additive in order to imitate biodegredation. Oxo-degradable plastics quickly fragment into smaller and smaller pieces, called microplastics, but don’t break down at the molecular or polymer level like biodegradable and compostable plastics. The resulting microplastics are left in the environment indefinitely until they eventually fully break down.” (See: Green Dot Bioplastics “A straightforward explanation of biodegradable vs. compostable vs. oxo-degradable plastics”, available at: https://www.greendotbioplastics.com/biodegradable-vs-compostable-vs-oxo-degradable-plastics-a-straightforward-explanation/.)]  [31:  For more information see “Single-use and Other Plastic Products (Waste Avoidance) Act 2020”, available at: https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/SINGLE-USE%20AND%20OTHER%20PLASTIC%20PRODUCTS%20(WASTE%20AVOIDANCE)%20ACT%202020/CURRENT/2020.27.AUTH.PDF. ]  [32:  For more information see “Explanatory information: Regulations that implement exemptions under the Single-use and other plastic products (Waste Avoidance) Act 2020”, available at: https://www.greenindustries.sa.gov.au/Explanatory%20information%20on%20SUP%20Regulations_FINAL.pdf. ]  [33:  For more information see “The Environmental Protection (Plastic Straws, Cotton Buds and Stirrers) (England) Regulations 2020”, available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/971/contents/made. ]  [34:  City of Vancouver “Plastic straws”, available at: https://vancouver.ca/green-vancouver/plastic-straws.aspx#accessibility. ] 

None of the jurisdictions listed above mandate signage to alert customers that straws may be available upon request. Only one – Los Angeles, CA – requires a sign, but the purpose is to draw customers’ attention to the environmental impacts of choosing to use a straw, when it is simply being used for convenience.[footnoteRef:35]  [35:  City of Los Angeles “Ordinance number 186028”, available at: http://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2018/18-0053_ORD_186028_04-21-2019.pdf. ] 

The Alternatives
Alternatives to single-use plastic straws do exist; however there is debate over whether their cost, durability and manufacturing process render them unsuitable to replace disposable plastic straws. Aardvark, the company that was established by the creator of the paper straw, Marvin Stone, states that their paper straws are one cent more expensive, per straw, than plastic alternatives.[footnoteRef:36] Other types of reusable or biodegradable straws that can be made from steel, glass, bamboo, silicon, or sugar cane are often more expensive, although some merchants report that customers request straws less often when alternatives to plastic are provided.[footnoteRef:37]  [36:  Aardvark “Frequently Asked Questions: How Much Do They Cost?”, available at: https://www.aardvarkstraws.com/faq/. ]  [37:  Abha Bhattarai “Paper, Bamboo, Twizzlers: Restaurants Consider Alternatives to the Plastic Straw”, The Washington Post, February 2, 2018, available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/paper-bamboo-twizzlers-restaurants-consider-alternatives-to-the-plastic-straw/2018/02/02/9be47608-02ab-11e8-8acf-ad2991367d9d_story.html?utm_term=.2c737a83513b. ] 

Some of these alternatives may not viable for certain individuals who require a straw for medical purposes. According to disability advocates, for example, paper straws can become a choking hazard, metal straws do not serve as a substitute for someone who needs a flexible straw, and re-useable silicon straws can difficult to clean, and therefore each alternative may pose difficulties consuming food and beverages.[footnoteRef:38]  [38:  See: Committee on Consumer Affairs and Business Licensing, Hearing transcript, June 21, 2018, available at:   https://nyc.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=6328864&GUID=78B02E58-981A-4322-B220-3F88A829196D, pp. 62-75. ] 


III. BILL ANALYSIS
Int. No. 936-A would restrict food service establishments from providing single-use plastic straws, stirrers and splash sticks to customers. A “food service establishment” is defined as “a premises or part of a premises where food is provided directly to a person, whether such food is provided free of charge or sold, and whether consumption occurs on or off the premises or is provided from a pushcart, stand or vehicle…[including, but not limited to] full-service restaurants, fast food restaurants, cafes, delicatessens, coffee shops, bars, nightclubs, grocery stores, vending trucks or carts and cafeterias.” Subdivision b of section 16-401 of the bill would prohibit any food service establishment from providing a single-use plastic stirrer or splash stick to customers. The provision of stirrers and splash sticks made of non-plastic, compostable materials would be permitted.   
Subdivision c of section 16-401 concerns restrictions on providing plastic straws. Section 16-401 (c) (1) prohibits food service establishments from providing non-compostable, single-use plastic straws to customers except upon a customer’s request for such plastic straw. Compostable straws that are not made from plastic, such as straws made from paper or other non-plastic compostable material, could be provided to customers without request. Section 16-401 (c) (2) requires all food service establishments to maintain a sufficient supply of single-use plastic straws that are not compostable, to be provided upon customer request. Upon a customer’s request for a non-compostable plastic straw, food service establishments would be required to provide such straw free of charge, without inquiring about the reason for the request. Refusal to provide a non-compostable plastic straw or inquiring about the reason for the request could constitute a violation of the City’s Human Rights Law. For food service establishments that have self-serve stations, section 16-401 (c) (3) requires the establishments to post signs at all such self-serve stations disclosing that plastic straws are available upon request. The Department of Sanitation would be required to provide a downloadable version of the sign on their website. A “self-serve station” is defined in subdivision a of the bill as “a designated area or mechanical dispenser in a food service establishment where consumers may help themselves to eating or drinking utensils such as napkins, cups, knives, forks, straws, stirrers or splash sticks.” 
Subdivision d of section 16-401 permits compostable plastic straws to be given out only upon request for a straw, for use on-premises, and if the food service establishment properly disposes of those straws, either through a commercial composting provider or in accordance with section 16-306.1 (c) (1) of the Administrative Code if covered by such section. Food service establishments not subject to such section would be required to maintain separate and properly labeled bins for disposal. Section 16-401 (e) would exempt the provision of single-use straws, stirrers and splash sticks packaged in bulk by a manufacturer and offered for retail sale; as well as pre-packaged straws that are pre-attached to beverages, such as juice boxes.
Subdivision f of section 16-401 would require the Department of Sanitation to conduct outreach and education on the bill’s requirements, and to provide information on compostable straws, stirrers and splash sticks on its website. Subdivision g of such section grants the authority to enforce the bill to the Department of Sanitation, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene and DCWP. Subdivision h of such section makes food service establishments that violate the provisions of this bill liable for civil penalties. Civil penalties would be $100 for a first violation, $200 for a second violation and $400 for a third and any subsequent violation, except that for the first year after the bill becomes law, food service establishments would receive only a warning for a first violation. This bill would take effect on November 1, 2021.
This bill would also repeal Chapter 4 of Title 16 of the Administrative Code pertaining to the recycling of rechargeable batteries, as Section 27-1811 of the Environmental Conservation Law expressly preempts any local law on the subject.

 Int. No. 936-A

By Council Members Rosenthal, Grodenchik, Levine, Lander, Moya, Ayala, Ampry-Samuel, Rivera, Chin, Powers, Van Bramer, Koslowitz, Gibson, Brannan, Adams, Reynoso, Gjonaj, Kallos, Dromm, Salamanca, Cabrera, Rodriguez, Holden, Vallone, Perkins, Treyger, Cornegy, Eugene, Barron, Maisel, Rose, Menchaca, Koo, Cumbo and Louis

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to restricting single-use plastic beverage straws, beverage stirrers and beverage splash sticks, and to repeal chapter 4 of title 16 of such code, relating to rechargeable batteries..Body


Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

	Section 1. Chapter 4 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is REPEALED and a new chapter 4 of title 16 is added to read as follows:
Chapter 4. SINGLE-USE ITEMS
§ 16-401 Restrictions on providing single-use plastic beverage straws, beverage stirrers and beverage splash sticks. 
a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Beverage splash stick. The term “beverage splash stick” means a device primarily intended to be used to keep heat and liquid from escaping a lidded cup.  
Beverage stirrer. The term “beverage stirrer” means a device primarily intended to be used by a person for the purpose of stirring beverages. 
Beverage straw. The term “beverage straw” means a tube primarily intended to be used for transferring a beverage from its container to the mouth of a person. 
Compostable. The term “compostable” means: (i) capable of undergoing biological breakdown in an industrial composting process, (ii) degradable into biomass that results in a material that is safe and desirable as a soil amendment and (iii) where applicable, as set forth in rules of the department: (A) compliant with ASTM D6400, ASTM D6868 or successor standards or other applicable standards developed by ASTM or other international standards organizations that specify criteria relating to the degradation of manufactured items into safe and environmentally beneficial material and (B) approved by a third-party field testing organization that has tested the item at issue to ensure that it is degradable into biomass that results in a material that is safe and desirable as a soil amendment.
Food service establishment. The term “food service establishment” means a premises or part of a premises where food is provided directly to a person, whether such food is provided free of charge or sold, and whether consumption occurs on or off the premises or is provided from a pushcart, stand or vehicle. Food service establishment shall include, but not be limited to, full-service restaurants, fast food restaurants, cafes, delicatessens, coffee shops, bars, nightclubs, grocery stores, vending trucks or carts and cafeterias.
Plastic. The term “plastic” means a synthetic material made from organic polymers, including, but not limited to, polypropylene and polystyrene, that can be molded into shape while soft, and then set into a rigid or slightly elastic form.
Self-serve station. The term “self-serve station” means a designated area or mechanical dispenser in a food service establishment where consumers may help themselves to eating or drinking utensils such as napkins, cups, knives, forks, straws, stirrers or splash sticks.
Single-use. The term “single-use” means designed and intended to be used only once for drinking, eating or to serve a food or beverage.
b. No food service establishment in the city shall provide to any person any single-use beverage stirrer or single-use beverage splash stick made of plastic. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude food service establishments from providing compostable beverage stirrers or compostable beverage splash sticks that are not made from plastic.  
c. 1. No food service establishment in the city shall provide to any person a single-use plastic beverage straw that is not compostable except upon request. Nothing in this chapter shall preclude food service establishments from providing compostable beverage straws that are not made from plastic. 
2. All food service establishments shall maintain a sufficient supply of single-use plastic beverage straws that are not compostable. If a person specifically requests a plastic beverage straw, such food service establishment shall provide a single-use plastic beverage straw that is not compostable free of charge and shall make no inquiry into the reason for such request. A violation of this paragraph may also violate the reasonable accommodation provisions of title 8 of this code and be subject to enforcement by the city commission on human rights.
3. All food service establishments that have one or more self-serve stations shall display a sign at each such station that states: “Plastic straws available upon request.” Such signs shall be unobstructed in their entirety. Such signs must be at least two inches by seven inches, in no less than 20 point font. A sample sign that satisfies the requirements of this paragraph shall be made available in a downloadable format on the department’s website. 
d. Notwithstanding subdivision c of this section, food service establishments may provide compostable beverage straws that are made from plastic upon request only if such straws are used by persons on such food service establishments’ premises and such food service establishments dispose of all such straws through a commercial composting provider or in accordance with paragraph 1 of subdivision c of section 16-306.1 if such establishments are covered establishments pursuant to such section. Food service establishments that are not covered under section 16-306.1 that provide compostable beverage straws that are made of plastic pursuant to this subdivision shall maintain distinct and clearly labeled bins indicating where such compostable beverage straws that are made from plastic are to be separated for purposes of disposal. 
e. This section does not apply to single-use beverage straws, beverage stirrers or beverage splash sticks that are packaged in bulk by a manufacturer and offered for retail sale. This section does not apply to pre-packaged beverage straws attached to individual beverage boxes, including but not limited to juice boxes, by the beverage manufacturer.
f. In consultation with other city agencies, the department shall conduct outreach and education about the requirements of this section. Such outreach and education shall be offered in multiple languages and shall employ best practices for accessibility for people with disabilities. Additionally, the department shall provide information about available compostable single-use beverage splash sticks, beverage stirrers and beverage straws on its website.
g. The department, the department of health and mental hygiene and the department of consumer and worker protection shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of this section.
h. Any person who violates this section or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto shall be liable for a civil penalty recoverable in a civil action brought in the name of the commissioner, the commissioner of health and mental hygiene or the commissioner of consumer and worker protection, or in a proceeding before the office of administrative trials and hearings, pursuant to section 1049-a of the charter, or in the case of a food service establishment within the jurisdiction of the commissioner of health and mental hygiene or the commissioner of consumer and worker protection, in a proceeding before the office of administrative trials and hearings pursuant to section 1048 of the charter. Such penalties shall be in the amount of one hundred dollars for the first violation, two hundred dollars for the second violation committed on a different day within a period of twelve months, and four hundred dollars for the third and each subsequent violation committed on different days within a period of twelve months, except that such departments shall not issue a notice of violation, but shall issue a warning for any first violation that occurs before November 1, 2022.
§ 2. This local law takes effect on November 1, 2021, except that the commissioner of sanitation, the commissioner of consumer and worker protection and the commissioner of health and mental hygiene may take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such date. 
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