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By: Rivera                                                                                            

S.7015

By:  Velella

A.11043
By:  Committee on Rules

TITLE:
AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to providing a special accidental death benefit to emergency medical technicians employed in the city of New York.
BACKGROUND:


According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MOU), there are 3,000 Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT), paramedics and their supervisors working with the New York City Fire Department (FDNY).  These workers respond to almost 2 million emergency calls per year.  Currently, FDNY EMT’s and paramedics work alongside city firefighters and police officers in conditions of great danger and stress, yet are only entitled to the line of duty death benefits of city employees in low risk jobs.  This legislation would extend a special accidental death benefit now currently enjoyed by other uniformed officers to EMT’s and paramedics.  This special benefit would consist of the individual’s last year’s salary minus any death benefit received from the city or from a pension system and applicable social security and workers compensation benefits.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION:

Section 1 of the bill would amend section 208-f of the general municipal law to provide the special accidental death benefit to survivors of deceased employees of the City of New York or the New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation (HHC) in a title whose duties were those of an emergency medical technician or advanced emergency medical technician, or whose duties required the supervision of the aforementioned, and who were members of the pension or retirement system covering city employees or the relevant employees of HHC at the time of the accident at issue.  

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
See Council Finance Division fiscal impact statement.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This legislation shall take effect immediately and shall be deemed to have been in full force and effect on and after July 1, 2000.
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