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          2                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Okay we are

          3  going to start the second half of the hearing, and I

          4  will call Kimberly O'Neil, United Neighborhood

          5  Houses, and Rebecca Carel, to share the podium at

          6  the same time, if you will both.

          7                 Rebecca Carel and Kimberly O'Neil.

          8  And if you will please identify yourself and give us

          9  your statement?

         10                 MS. O'NEIL: Good afternoon,

         11  Chairperson Harrison and members of the Committee.

         12  My name is Kimberly O'Neil and I am a Policy

         13  Associate, presenting testimony for United

         14  Neighborhood Houses.

         15                 UNH is the umbrella organization of

         16  38 settlement houses with programs benefitting some

         17  500,000 participants throughout New York City. UNH

         18  member settlement houses provide and advocate for

         19  safe, convenient and affordable programs for over

         20  36,000 elderly participants and programs such as

         21  social adult day services, meals-on-wheels, mental

         22  health services for the homebound, exercise and

         23  nutrition.

         24                 New York's senior population is

         25  growing larger and older. It also grew poorer over
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          2  the last decade with the poverty rate growing faster

          3  among women, minorities and those over the age of

          4  75.

          5                 Facts such as these make the

          6  preservation and expansion of the continuum of care

          7  for seniors critical, both for the seniors

          8  themselves and their families.

          9                 The proposed elimination of the $1.3

         10  million in City Council discretionary funds within

         11  the Department for the Aging undermines this effort.

         12  The Office of Management and Budget portrays these

         13  cuts as effecting non-program-related funding. The

         14  impression is that the agency will cut back

         15  expenditures on paperclips, rubberbands and the

         16  like. The simple fact is these funds are used

         17  directly by community-based programs to provide

         18  direct services to seniors. Let me give you an

         19  example.

         20                 At an upper Manhattan-based

         21  settlement house program these discretionary funds

         22  help underwrite a variety of program expenses for

         23  360 seniors. The funds are used for such purposes as

         24  buying food and paying for the lease for the

         25  settlement's meals-on-wheels van. It is critical
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          2  that these funds used by senior programs for such

          3  essential services be maintained in the upcoming

          4  fiscal year's budget.

          5                 The Preliminary Budget does contain

          6  $2 million for social adult day services, and

          7  initiatives spearheaded by the Council for which we

          8  owe this Committee thanks.

          9                 As you know, social adult day

         10  services provide frail seniors with an important and

         11  cost effective means of support that allows them to

         12  remain in their communities, rather than being

         13  forced into more expensive residential facilities.

         14                 Social adult day services are also

         15  important to the adult children who are caring for

         16  the frail seniors.

         17                 Without access to social adult day

         18  services, many children cannot find or retain

         19  employment because they must be at home caring for

         20  their senior parent or other relative.

         21                 Unfortunately far too few seniors

         22  have accessed the social adult day services. An

         23  additional allocation of $3 million can help expand

         24  availability and improve our ability to provide a

         25  coherent continuum of care that benefits seniors and
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          2  their families throughout the City.

          3                 Natural Occurring Retirement

          4  Communities, or NORCs, should be another larger and

          5  cost effective part of this continuum.

          6                 The City, by failing to fund NORC, is

          7  losing an opportunity to maximize the efficient

          8  provision of case management, nursing, social,

          9  recreational and other services to natural

         10  congregations of seniors at specific geographic

         11  areas.

         12                 NORCs permit large groups to leverage

         13  neighborhood density to improve service delivery. By

         14  reaching out to seniors where they live, NORC staff

         15  members also are able to make contact with seniors

         16  who may not choose to participate in center

         17  services.

         18                 This at-home contact may ultimately

         19  forestall costly hospital and nursing home stays.

         20  Unfortunately, federal, state and private funding

         21  streams have been inconsistent and inadequate.

         22                 A lower East Side settlement, which

         23  has received some funding for NORC programs, has

         24  been forced to cut back on mental health services

         25  for home-bound program participants, because of a
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          2  lack of ongoing support.

          3                 A City allocation of $4 million will

          4  help restore services at this particular location

          5  and be a wise investment in the continuation and

          6  expansion of the NORC model.

          7                 Adequate funding to maintaining and

          8  expanding programs, such as those I have mentioned,

          9  is essential to ensuring that we are able to meet

         10  the needs of older New Yorkers and their families.

         11                 The United Nations has declared 1999

         12  the International Year of Older Persons. As the home

         13  of the UN, New York City should make meeting the

         14  needs of its diverse senior population a model to

         15  cities the world over.

         16                 Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Thank you very

         18  much. And be aware of the fact that the City Council

         19  Committee on Aging is particularly interested in

         20  developing its relationship to NORCs and in

         21  sponsoring the greater growth of NORCs, and we will

         22  be sponsoring very soon a working meeting of some of

         23  the leaders in the NORC movement to explore further

         24  possibilities as to exactly what steps we can take

         25  to advance the cost.
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          2                 So, we will be riding high on that

          3  issue, and I wanted you to know it.

          4                 MS. O'NEIL: Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Thank you very

          6  much for coming.

          7                 Would you introduce yourself, please?

          8                 MS. CAREL:  Good afternoon. My name

          9  is Rebecca Carel, I am the Executive Director of

         10  Washington Houses Services for the Elderly to the

         11  multi-service agency in Washington Heights.

         12                 We have a senior center, an adult day

         13  program for people with dementia, which I will be

         14  happy to answer any questions about, someone was

         15  asking about the difference, an adult day care

         16  program that services older, mentally disabled

         17  adults, and a case management program for the

         18  community.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Are you talking

         20  about Alzheimer's, as opposed to --

         21                 MS. CAREL: We have two separate adult

         22  day programs. One serves the developmentally

         23  disabled, what we used to call mentally retarded,

         24  and the other program which is completely separate

         25  serves people with dementia.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Sure.

          3                 MS. CAREL: And our dementia program

          4  is the only Spanish language program in this City,

          5  with a waiting list of 20. We really welcome the $2

          6  million RFP, and I am going to deviate from my

          7  comments, which you can read if you choose, because

          8  they are very repetitive of what was said. We thank

          9  you very much for the $2 million for adult day care.

         10  It is a wonderful --

         11                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Wait until you

         12  get it, honey. Wait until you get it. We are working

         13  for it, but you haven't got it yet.

         14                 MS. CAREL: Okay. We still thank the

         15  Council for putting the $2 million in the budget.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: That you can

         17  do.

         18                 MS. CAREL: Even if it never trickles

         19  down to the program. We do thank you for your

         20  effort.

         21                 And it is a small amount Citywide,

         22  but it is a very, very important first step to

         23  getting this program funded, because what

         24  unfortunately happens is, is people who cannot

         25  afford to pay for programs or who are not on a
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          2  particular kind of Medicaid Program that cannot

          3  access social adult day care, and we see every day

          4  what a tremendous benefit it is, both to the person

          5  and to the families.

          6                 I also wanted to thank the City

          7  Council for all the discretionary money, and to

          8  disagree politely with Commissioner Stupp's

          9  statement and the Mayor's statement that this is not

         10  programmatic money.

         11                 Our agency gets $7,000 from our

         12  Councilman, some more money from Borough President,

         13  and it may not sound like a lot of money, but $7,000

         14  on our budget is a lot of money --

         15                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: You know that

         16  also cuts off the Borough President's contribution.

         17                 MS. CAREL: Well, then it goes up to

         18  16/5.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: It is not just

         20  City Council, it is going to be more.

         21                 MS. CAREL: Okay. That money, New York

         22  City Department for the Aging does not fund adult

         23  day services, we do our program strictly by

         24  foundation grants, fundraising of all kinds and

         25  discretionary money. That 16,500 is two staff
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          2  people. If we lose that money, we will have to cut

          3  down on the number of people we are serving with our

          4  adult day program, in addition to already having 25

          5  people on a waiting list, primarily

          6  Spanish-speaking. So it is not accurate to state

          7  that this money is not program money.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: It is not

          9  wasted money, that is for sure.

         10                 MS. CAREL: Absolutely not wasted. I

         11  don't know any program that doesn't use that money

         12  for very essential services that in a way are

         13  frills, like a yoga teacher or something that, yes,

         14  it is not the rent, it is not critical in that

         15  sense, but still it is the heart of the senior

         16  program are those discretionary funds that enable

         17  you to meet the needs of your community.

         18                 There are two other issues I just

         19  want to mention in passing for the Council's

         20  Committee.

         21                 One is that DYCD has let us know that

         22  we will no longer be getting health insurance

         23  through DYCD, while we will be getting a little bit

         24  of the money in a contract that went for health

         25  insurance directly into our contract into our
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          2  contract, I don't think it will be enough for any of

          3  us to replace health insurance for our staff people

          4  who are already underpaid, and it also seems like a

          5  very inefficient way to do it. Small programs with

          6  only a few staff people are not going to be able to

          7  get a very good rate of health insurance as a small

          8  group, whereas DYCD, a very large City agency,

          9  negotiate a much better rate.

         10                 So I think anything that impacts our

         11  staff impacts the seniors.

         12                 We often, just among ourselves the

         13  City is preparing us to be the new poor of the

         14  future, since our staff salaries are so low.

         15                 Along the same lines, the Mayor's

         16  Office of Budget has decided that none of our

         17  contract money can be used for staff pensions.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: For staff what?

         19                 MS. CAREL: Pensions.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Oh, okay.

         21                 MS. CAREL: We are not, although I,

         22  for example, have been paid by the City for almost

         23  20 years, I do not have a City pension. None of my

         24  staff do either.

         25                 We have managed to get money together
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          2  for pensions, sometimes discretionary money using

          3  for that, but now OMB has decided that no money in

          4  your contract can be used for pensions, which again

          5  impact staff who are already earning maybe 20,000 a

          6  year, where one or two percent into a pension fund

          7  now when they are young will make a big difference

          8  in the future.

          9                 So, I would urge the Committee on

         10  Aging to look at why it is the City's policy of not

         11  allowing agencies to use funds within their contract

         12  for pension.  And also what can we do to make sure

         13  that people do have adequate health insurance.

         14                 Thank you very much, and thank you

         15  for your support.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: You are very

         17  welcome.

         18                 Are there any questions?

         19                 (No response.)

         20                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: We also have

         21  been joined by Tracy Boyland. I remembered it

         22  myself. Tracy Boyland, who is a member of the

         23  Committee.

         24                 The next spokesperson will be Bobbie

         25  Sackman, Council of Senior Centers. If you will.
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          2                 MS. SACKMAN: Hi.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Hi. Introduce

          4  yourself, please, Bobbie.

          5                 MS. SACKMAN: Bobbie Sackman, Director

          6  of Public Policy, the Council of Senior Centers and

          7  Services of New York City.

          8                 Some of what I have here is

          9  repetitive to prior speakers and to your very good

         10  questions asked earlier by the Committee.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: So you can skip

         12  the ones that have been addressed.

         13                 MS. SACKMAN: What I just want to draw

         14  your attention to, is there is a beginning list

         15  attached to the testimony of the impact of the

         16  discretionary cuts.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: At the back

         18  end?

         19                 MS. SACKMAN: Yes. The last three or

         20  four pages.

         21                 And as they clearly show it is rent

         22  for some agencies, it is vehicle insurance for

         23  others, it is classes for others. At the end of my

         24  testimony you will see a chart and it has examples.

         25  You will see it goes through the different boroughs,
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          2  and specific examples from the agencies themselves.

          3                 What our concern is is that what is

          4  happening is that we would expect the City Council

          5  would try to restore these funds in the budget

          6  process, and rightfully so.

          7                 But unfortunately what that also does

          8  is diminish the amount of money available for new

          9  needs, such as adult day care, NORCs, meals, et

         10  cetera, and so you always feel like you are spinning

         11  your wheels a little bit --

         12                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Would you

         13  suggest that we encourage our recipients, the

         14  recipients of our awards in our communities to

         15  communicate their horror?

         16                 MS. SACKMAN: We have already. We have

         17  sent some information to our members and anything

         18  you choose to do within your own districts would be

         19  good to add to that.

         20                 Because it is very core money and it

         21  is not a lot of money overall and I think it was

         22  done with the knowledge that you are going to put

         23  the money back.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: And I don't

         25  like playing games.
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          2                 MS. SACKMAN: Right.

          3                 And it doesn't move us forward in

          4  meeting the growing needs of seniors. That is the

          5  bottom line, it doesn't move us forward.

          6                 Also, I just wanted to, if I could

          7  piggy-back on two things that have been said

          8  already, we are concerned that DYCD wants to drop

          9  health care. An example is a program in Washington

         10  Heights where the bus drivers for the transportation

         11  program who probably make $20,000 a year would be

         12  without health insurance. They were formerly part of

         13  the central health insurance program, such as people

         14  under the Department for the Aging are. We don't

         15  know why DYCD is dropping this. I am trying to do

         16  some research, but anything they can hear from you,

         17  it doesn't make any sense frankly.

         18                 And also, on your concerns about

         19  NYCHA, one of the ideas we have been trying to float

         20  with NYCHA, who is an impossible agency to deal

         21  with, is the idea of assisted living, they are the

         22  biggest houses of low-income elderly in the City, if

         23  you are trying to help people move out of apartments

         24  they have lived their lifetime in, maybe you could

         25  give them a carat which says we will move you, we
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          2  will cluster you more with older people so we can

          3  bring services to you that you need.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: I think NYCHA

          5  requires a great change in its current approach to

          6  people and its administrative policies.

          7                 MS. SACKMAN: Right.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: They are not

          9  ready to take that step yet, as far as I can tell.

         10                 MS. SACKMAN: Right. Well, we have

         11  been trying to meet with them and suggest -- we have

         12  gotten verbally that they think it is a good idea,

         13  but nobody has moved forward on it.

         14                 And, finally what we are looking for

         15  this year is, it is in your testimony that you have

         16  in front of you, it is to expand adult day services.

         17  We thank you. You have established the first new

         18  funding pot for senior services in at least 12 years

         19  in this City. And I am not sure if you realize that.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: No, I didn't.

         21                 MS. SACKMAN: There has been no new

         22  money for a brand new service since the State funded

         23  the ICIP program in 1986. So we really took a step

         24  forward.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: I really think
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          2  we are on the cusp of a new development that will

          3  revolutionize the way in which we have been giving

          4  services to the senior population in the City with

          5  the advent of the NORCs and the assisted living

          6  situations. I think there will be a great

          7  transformation occurring.

          8                 MS. SACKMAN: Well, I would agree.

          9  What it is is we are finally putting money into

         10  services to keep the people out of nursing homes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Right.

         12                 MS. SACKMAN: And I think that is what

         13  people want.

         14                 Another thing we are looking at is

         15  $2.7 million for social workers at senior centers.

         16                 You know, many of the folks who even

         17  come to your own offices are constituents, many of

         18  the seniors have a lot of needs, whether it is

         19  grievance, grievance counseling, crisis

         20  intervention, housing needs, et cetera, and many

         21  senior centers around the City don't have a

         22  professionally trained social worker, someone with a

         23  master's degree level, and yet they have got 150

         24  seniors or more walking through the doors every day.

         25  It is a terrific opportunity to bring to the
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          2  community-based agencies help that can really go a

          3  long way to helping the seniors. And what we are

          4  asking for is it would basically be one social

          5  worker per CD to begin.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: CDs are what?

          7                 MS. SACKMAN: Fifty-nine CDs --

          8                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Okay, community

          9  district.

         10                 MS. SACKMAN: Yes. We are not being

         11  overly greedy, we want to start somewhere, and if

         12  you have a master's degree in social work you can

         13  bring social work interns with you so you can spread

         14  the resources around.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Just a minute.

         16  You are talking about one social worker for every

         17  community board district?

         18                 MS. SACKMAN: As a beginning to place

         19  them in one of the senior centers and get social

         20  worker interns. Just as a start. Believe me, there

         21  is more needed, but we have got to start somewhere.

         22                 If you want to put them in 335 senior

         23  centers, I won't argue with you.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Okay.

         25                 MS. SACKMAN: Okay, it is just a
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          2  start. We want to open a door, but there is a mental

          3  health need, there is a really big need for it.

          4                 And I was going to thank you also for

          5  the $8 million you put into DFTA's budget for

          6  capital needs for the assisted living, we are

          7  interested to know what DFTA's plan is, however, in

          8  terms of having a plan to spend that money, and see

          9  if we can get more money into the pot, because

         10  capital usually means either building or

         11  retrofitting, and that is expensive. We haven't yet

         12  seen what the plan is to spend that money, though.

         13                 Human infrastructure needs was just

         14  mentioned, his workers have no pensions, that work

         15  at the senior service agencies, we are setting up

         16  our next generation of elderly poor. It would only

         17  take $650,000 annually to open up the door for

         18  pensions for these workers.

         19                 And physical infrastructure, we are

         20  calling for a marshal plan for senior centers. We

         21  have senior centers all over the City that are

         22  falling apart. You probably have been in them. They

         23  need renovations, they are old, they have been in

         24  the same site for 25 years, sometimes more, and just

         25  like schools, nobody wants to go somewhere that is
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          2  not safe or attractive.

          3                 And right now DFTA has somewhere

          4  around $20 million of unmet capital needs.

          5                 Now we know that City Council members

          6  individually help their districts as much as they

          7  can to bring money in to meet the need, but the need

          8  has really outgrown what any one member can do, and

          9  so we are asking for $6 million annually.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Do you have any

         11  idea, do you have anything specific in terms of

         12  where these centers are located and what you need?

         13                 MS. SACKMAN: Yes, I have a chart

         14  which I am sorry I didn't bring with me, but I do

         15  have it.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: If you might

         17  make that available to us.

         18                 MS. SACKMAN: I will. The chart is

         19  from last June, and it is from the Department for

         20  the Aging and I am trying to get it updated. But I

         21  would imagine that much of it is still similar. And

         22  it showed $20 million of needs. If we are talking

         23  about bringing in the baby boomers, and serving all

         24  ages. We serve people from age 60 to 100 now at

         25  senior centers, then we need to fix these places up,
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          2  and so I think this would be a good investment. And

          3  of the 6 million, we are asking for 3 million in

          4  Expense Budget funds and 3 million in capital, so

          5  that the Expense Budget gives some flexibility, plus

          6  you don't run into the church state issues you

          7  sometimes run into.

          8                 That is my list.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Well, I am sure

         10  we will be hearing from you.

         11                 MS. SACKMAN: I just wanted to thank

         12  you for, you know, for listening and in any way we

         13  can be helpful to you at all, you know, to win money

         14  for the seniors, just let us know.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: We will call on

         16  you, my dear.

         17                 MS. SACKMAN: All right.

         18                 Thank you very much.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Thank you.

         20                 I want to introduce -- I just want to

         21  introduce the fact that Council Member Gifford

         22  Miller has joined us as well, and now Tracy Boyland

         23  would like to ask a question.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

         25  Madame Chair.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: You are very

          3  welcome.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Hi, Bobbie.

          5  How are you doing?

          6                 MS. SACKMAN: I'm good. Thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I am looking

          8  over your bolded descriptions denote local

          9  initiative funding. I see in Brooklyn it is close to

         10  $80,000. I am looking at the chart that you have on

         11  the back.

         12                 MS. SACKMAN: You realize this isn't

         13  every district represented here. It is just as many

         14  as we got so far.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I mean, it

         16  would be interesting to see all of the districts in

         17  terms of that will be affected in terms of --

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Bobbie, you

         19  should always start with the members of the Aging

         20  Committee.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Always. Thank

         22  you, Phil. Protocol, that would be interesting to

         23  see, how we are affected, because I see some of the

         24  districts that surround me, Ft. Green Senior Center,

         25  are programs that are used for recreation,
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          2  educational programming, and what we need to do as

          3  far as advocating to restore some of the funding

          4  that are put forth and make sure that they are there

          5  so our seniors can be taken care of.

          6                 I would be interested to see a full

          7  list of this, if you have it available?

          8                 MS. SACKMAN: The full list of this,

          9  there are two pots of money, the money that the

         10  Mayor is cutting in his preliminary budget is

         11  actually not local initiative, that is why it was

         12  highlighted.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Right.

         14                 MS. SACKMAN: It is the discretionary

         15  pot, and that is your $24,750 that each City Council

         16  member has available to them.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         18                 MS. SACKMAN: The total list for that,

         19  I am not sure that I have it, the Department for the

         20  Aging definitely has it. I would have to look in my

         21  records.

         22                 The local initiative pot, is actually

         23  in the City budget, and I might have the list still

         24  back in my office.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND:  But I would
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          2  like to see that.

          3                 MS. SACKMAN: If you look at the

          4  adopted budget from June '98, it has -- and maybe

          5  you have it in your files, it has the whole list of

          6  the local initiative money.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I will take a

          8  look and see if I have it available.

          9                 MS. SACKMAN: By the way, you are

         10  absolutely right, these were the first people that

         11  answered our survey, so what we need to do now is

         12  target members of the Committee on Aging. These were

         13  the folks that got back to us first, so we were able

         14  to --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you for

         16  noting that, Bobbie.

         17                 MS. SACKMAN: So, it wasn't that we

         18  wanted to neglect you.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Okay.

         20                 And also, I am happy to see that the

         21  assisted living funding, that you noted that,

         22  because that is the new wave that we are going into

         23  with our agency.

         24                 I don't see anything on NORCs here;

         25  did I miss that.
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          2                 MS. SACKMAN: No, it's not in there.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Oh.

          4                 MS. SACKMAN: But we testified at the

          5  hearing last week that we support the $4 million

          6  request for NORCs.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Okay.

          8                 MS. SACKMAN: If we put too much down

          9  you won't listen to us.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Oh, yes, we

         11  will. You have ways of making us listen.

         12                 MS. SACKMAN: But we support that

         13  effort.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you

         15  very much.

         16                 MS. SACKMAN: All right, thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Thank you,

         18  Bobbie.

         19                 Marianne Nicolosi, please.

         20                 MS. NICOLOSI: Good afternoon. My name

         21  is Marianne Nicolosi, and I am here representing

         22  duly the Park Slope Geriatric Day Center in

         23  Brooklyn, the only freestanding social adult day

         24  center in New York City, and the New York State

         25  Adult Day Services Association, Region 8, which is
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          2  greater Westchester and New York City.

          3                 My testimony will come to you in the

          4  form of written text, but basically I come to you

          5  with one or two issues. Number one, also to thank

          6  the Aging Committee for all of the work it has done

          7  to bring us the amount of money that is going into

          8  social day this year, maybe --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Hopefully.

         10                 MS. NICOLOSI: Hopefully, to implore

         11  you to continue to advocate as strongly as you can

         12  to see that more money goes into that pot and that

         13  it is distributed in a fair and reasonable fashion,

         14  and to, for my own agency, and for agencies like me,

         15  to make it very clear to you how the existing

         16  agencies, after your tenure on the Council is over,

         17  do not have a mechanism for support.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: You poor kids.

         19  I feel so sorry for you.

         20                 MS. NICOLOSI: The talk about how

         21  important the initiative in discretionary money is

         22  to the senior service network is one thing. Yes, it

         23  is important to senior services, yes it is important

         24  to senior centers, to adult day centers it is

         25  absolutely the critical component which keeps us

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  AGING / THE PUBLIC SESSION

          2  able to function.

          3                 I mean, $80,000 in Brooklyn, I claim

          4  49 of it, okay? My center will fold without

          5  discretionary money, hands down, could not run, and

          6  I am not the only one.

          7                 So, I missed the Honorable Herbert

          8  Stupp's testimony on what the uses are for that, and

          9  perhaps --

         10                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: It was supposed

         11  to be insignificant I think, right? Not

         12  program-related, it was only administrative funding.

         13                 MS. NICOLOSI: I beg to --

         14                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: You beg to

         15  differ.

         16                 MS. NICOLOSI: Not only differ, but

         17  staunchly, strongly and righteously differ with the

         18  Commissioner. At least for adult day service

         19  programs that money is absolutely critical to our

         20  continued existence.

         21                 The $2 million which I understand is

         22  going to go to ten programs Citywide, approximately,

         23  on an RFP, is a great start, but those ten programs

         24  cannot be all 23 that already exist, and how we

         25  manage to support those programs after, and I keep
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          2  saying this and I mean it quite realistically, after

          3  you guys leave -- I have to tell you that my City

          4  Councilperson last term was exceedingly generous to

          5  adult day services, she was replaced by a new person

          6  who has different priorities. Everybody has the

          7  right to have priorities. Programs should not be at

          8  the --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: At the mercy --

         10                 MS. NICOLOSI: -- At the mercy of

         11  those priorities. So, I urge you to please do all

         12  you can to ensure some of our continued ability to

         13  exist.

         14                 I think Bobbie and Rebecca have

         15  certainly said enough on the real hot and heavy

         16  issues for me to leave that be. You have heard it

         17  from them and I can probably not articulate it that

         18  much better. But I would like to tell you that the

         19  New York State Adult Day Services Association has

         20  now in Region 8 received a grant and we do have a

         21  program director now, and we are very happy to work

         22  with your office in any capacity to try and help for

         23  whatever in bringing adult day services more firmly

         24  into New York City.

         25                 Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON HARRISON: Thank you very

          3  much.

          4                 Is there anyone else who has a call

          5  to witness, or an urge to say anything from the

          6  front or the back of the room?

          7                 If there is not, then I will draw

          8  your attention to the fact that it is 2:32, and the

          9  meeting stands adjourned.

         10                 Thank you very much for coming and

         11  for participating. We appreciate it.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 2:32 p.m.)
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