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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Good morning,

          3  everybody. I would like to reconvene this meeting of

          4  the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises from June

          5  1st.

          6                 We have the one item that we were

          7  considering, and we have a preconsidered resolution

          8  that was added to today's agenda.

          9                 First, the item that we were

         10  discussing on June 1st, Land Use No. 156. 20065318

         11  TCK, an application by Abilenes to establish,

         12  maintain and operate an unenclosed sidewalk cafe

         13  located at 442 Court Street.

         14                 As you may remember, the issue had

         15  come up from Council Member DeBlasio and the

         16  Community Board that this cafe did not have a cafe,

         17  in effect it didn't have a restaurant and therefore

         18  shouldn't be granted the unenclosed sidewalk cafe

         19  application.

         20                 We gave the applicant some more time

         21  to work this thing out, since they were in the

         22  process of acquiring, or hiring somebody to operate

         23  the restaurant portion of it, the kitchen portion of

         24  it, and I understand we have a representative of the

         25  applicant here who will testify on those
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          2  negotiations.

          3                 While he's being seated, let me just

          4  introduce the members of the Committee that are

          5  here.

          6                 Simcha Felder. Council Member Simcha

          7  Felder, Robert Jackson, Helen Sears, Larry Seabrook,

          8  Melinda Katz, Eric Gioia. We're also joined by Inez

          9  Dickens, and Maria Baez and Council Member Leroy

         10  Comrie from the Land Use Committee who will meet

         11  immediately after we finish our business.

         12                 Sir.

         13                 MR. KELLY: Good morning, Chairperson

         14  Avella, Chairperson Katz, members of the Council. My

         15  name is Michael Kelly, I'm representing Leahlala,

         16  LLC. As of 6/5/06 Jason Bartis has entered into an

         17  agreement with Leahlala, LLC doing business as

         18  Abilenes to open a cafe in Abilenes Bar. Jason will

         19  be taking full responsibility for the cafe. The

         20  scheduled opening date for the Cafe is Thursday,

         21  June 15th. The first weeks of operation will be run

         22  on a limited schedule to work out any issues with

         23  the menu, the staffing. The projected grand opening

         24  is Saturday, July 1st.

         25                 Projected hours of the cafe is Sunday
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          2  1:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 5:00

          3  p.m. through 10:30 p.m., Friday and Saturday, 1:00

          4  p.m. to 11:30 p.m. The outdoor cafe will close

          5  between 11:00 and 11:30 p.m. Sunday Through

          6  Thursday, and between 12:00 and 12:30 a.m. Friday

          7  and Saturday.

          8                 I would also like to add for the

          9  record that we will be operating the kitchen

         10  whenever the cafe is open. Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: And just for the

         12  record, we're talking about eight tables and 16

         13  chairs, correct?

         14                 MR. KELLY: Yes, sir.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: For Committee

         16  members' information, Council Member DeBlasio's

         17  office has informed me that the Council member is

         18  now in support, as well as the Community Board.

         19                 We've also been joined by Council

         20  Member McMahon.

         21                 Any questions by Committee members?

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 MR. KELLY: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If there is no

         25  one signed up to speak on this item, I will close
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          2  the public hearing on it, and we will move to the

          3  thing that was added to the agenda, the

          4  preconsidered Resolution regarding the Greenpoint

          5  Williamsburg rezoning.

          6                 I'm going to ask Gail Benjamin to

          7  briefly describe the action that's before us this

          8  morning.

          9                 MS. BENJAMIN: Good morning. Gail

         10  Benjamin speaking.

         11                 On the action that you see before you

         12  today is an affirmation of a previously approved

         13  rezoning in Greenpoint Williamsburg, which was

         14  approved by the Council last year in May of 2005.

         15                 Subsequent to that point the Council

         16  was sued and the judge had some questions about

         17  whether the environmental findings had been properly

         18  made.

         19                 On the advice of Counsel, we are

         20  affirming that in fact we did make them, and we

         21  intended to make them, and that's the resolution

         22  that you see before you now.

         23                 We contacted the members last night,

         24  and sent copies of the resolution for you to review

         25  to your offices yesterday.
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          2                 The two Council members who represent

          3  the district that was the subject of the Greenpoint

          4  Williamsburg rezoning are both supportive of this

          5  resolution, and I would ask that it be adopted.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you, Gail.

          7                 Is there anybody in the audience who

          8  wishes to speak on this item?

          9                 If not, we will move to go to the

         10  vote. Chair recommends approval of both items. I

         11  will ask counsel to call out the roll call.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Felder.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote briefly?

         21                 I just wanted to say that I vote aye

         22  on both items, but I wanted to mention how much I

         23  appreciated the fact that the Chair, as well as the

         24  Council member representing that area, Councilman

         25  DeBlasio, after hearing the testimony, I think
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          2  particularly from the owner, spent time to try to

          3  figure out some way to give this proprietor a chance

          4  to make it work. And, you know, sometimes we're here

          5  so often for hours at a time, sometimes at the end

          6  of the day not really seeing specifically the fruits

          7  of our labor, this was for me a very wonderful

          8  experience to see government in action, and as I

          9  said, the Chair as well as the Council member

         10  representing that neighborhood making the effort to

         11  give this person a chance to work it out, and in

         12  fact working things out. So, I thank you both.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Gioia.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  Jackson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Yes.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: To explain my

         22  vote?

         23                 On both issues I just want to make a

         24  very quick comment. As Chair of the Land Use

         25  Committee I want to make it clear to my colleagues,
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          2  and to who is ever making an application, I

          3  inherently do not have a problem with sidewalk --

          4  can I have some order, Mr. Chair?

          5                 I inherently do not have a problem

          6  with sidewalk cafes not serving food out of a

          7  kitchen. It is not required by law, it is not

          8  something that is mandated, and quite honestly,

          9  especially in my district, I could see, you know, on

         10  Austin Street or somewhere popping up that either

         11  it's a coffee bar, which I think Starbucks is

         12  probably under this thing where they don't have a

         13  kitchen but they serve coffee, and Dunkin Donuts,

         14  I'm assuming as well.

         15                 So, I don't really have a problem

         16  with that. But I want to make it clear that, again,

         17  as I said before, sidewalk cafes are extremely local

         18  issues, and if the Council member feels that in his

         19  district this is a problem, then that is something

         20  that this Committee will always take into account

         21  and work with the member to fix. So, I want to

         22  congratulate Councilman DeBlasio and the community

         23  for working this out.

         24                 The next thing is the resolution on

         25  Williamsburg Greenpoint. I just want to make clear,
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          2  this was not a substantive change to the

          3  Williamsburg Greenpoint rezoning. So, I think it's

          4  great we're working with the City to make sure they

          5  have the back-up that they need and to make sure

          6  that the thoughts and the desires of this Council

          7  are actually adhered to in the rezoning. So, I vote

          8  aye.

          9                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         10  McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         13  Seabrook.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         16  Sears.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Just permission

         18  to explain my vote. I wish to reiterate what

         19  Councilman Simcha Felder said, because I could see

         20  it was a very difficult issue at the moment, and

         21  everybody wanted to help everybody do that. So, I

         22  congratulate Councilman DeBlasio and the Chair

         23  because it's worked out well and you were very

         24  patient with that.

         25                 I vote aye.
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          2                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: By a vote of

          3  nine in the affirmative, none in the negative and no

          4  abstentions, the aforementioned items are approved

          5  and referred to the full Committee.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you

          7  everyone.

          8                 This closes this meeting on the

          9  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises, and

         10  obviously, don't leave since we're doing Land Use

         11  immediately.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 10:50 a.m.)
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