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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to the Council's

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROLBES: Good morning,

          6  Mr. Chairman.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

          8  Robles. I appreciate your comments. Good morning, to

          9  you, sir, and to anybody else who wishes me a good

         10  day.

         11                 In any event, we have some items

         12  today that we have to proceed with. We have several

         13  items I would like to deal with immediately. The

         14  first one we are going to deal with is the partial

         15  tax exemption in Manhattan.

         16                 Mr. Henderson, are you here? There

         17  you are.

         18                 Mr. Henderson, would you be good

         19  enough to identify yourself.

         20                 MR. HENDERSON: Henry Henderson,

         21  Finance Division.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Back for a

         23  stellar reappearance before our Committee, Mr.

         24  Henderson?

         25                 MR. HENDERSON: I will do my best.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: You will do your

          3  best?

          4                 MR. HENDERSON: Yes.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: You sound like

          6  Ben Stein.

          7                 All right, which item is this now?

          8                 MR. HENDERSON: This is a

          9  preconsidered item. It is an article 11 tax

         10  exemption, this sponsors the west side special

         11  housing development fund company. It is located on

         12  West 74th Street. And what this is, this is an

         13  elderly home where there is 80 residents. They had

         14  originally developed the project assuming that they

         15  would qualify for a 420-A tax exemption. The

         16  Department of Finance denied the application for

         17  that exemption and said that the group should

         18  instead apply for an article 11 tax exemption and

         19  that is what this request in front of you is. This

         20  is the request for the Article 11 tax exemption.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: This is the one

         22  that is in Council Member Eldridge's district, is

         23  that not correct, sir?

         24                 MR. HENDERSON: That is correct.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And West 74th
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          2  Street home?

          3                 MR. HENDERSON: Yes.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: One building, 80

          5  units.

          6                 MR. HENDERSON: That is correct.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And we have a

          8  40-year, 32-year exemption amount of $3,097,000; is

          9  that correct?

         10                 MR. HENDERSON: That is correct.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Have you

         12  discussed this with Ms. Eldridge?

         13                 MR. HENDERSON: Yes, I have. And she

         14  is in support of this project.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any

         16  questions?

         17                 There being no questions, thank you,

         18  Mr. Henderson.

         19                 MR. HENDERSON: Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I must say that

         21  you testimony was scintillating and exciting.

         22                 Now we are going to do the

         23  preconsidered resolution, authorizing the filing of

         24  applications for state assistance payments for a

         25  local waterfront revitalization project within the
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          2  City of New York and the signing of associated state

          3  contracts under the appropriate laws of New York

          4  State.

          5                 Who is going to testify to that?

          6                 Sir, are you by yourself, or are you

          7  with anybody that you want up there with you?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Would you each

          9  identify yourselves and your Department, please?

         10                 MR. LAIRD: Good morning. I am Joshua

         11  Laird, I am the Chief of Planning for the City Parks

         12  Department.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good to see you

         14  again, Josh.

         15                 MS. WENGER: Hi. Allison Wenger,

         16  Parks.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Good seeing you,

         18  Alice.

         19                 Okay, do you want to tell me what

         20  this is about?

         21                 MR. LAIRD: We are requesting

         22  authorization to submit an application for grant

         23  funding through the environmental protection fund

         24  for a project on Randall's Island. It is a $600,000

         25  study of the Randall's and Ward's Island shorefront.
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          2  It would result in recommendations for development

          3  of increased public access along the shore's edge.

          4  There are a variety of shorefront conditions.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Such as?

          6                 MR. LAIRD: Greenway paths, pedestrian

          7  jogging and bicycling trials along the waterfront,

          8  along with any opportunities for other waterfront

          9  facilities, boat launchings, ferry landings and so

         10  forth.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: That is what is

         12  in the planning stage now? Any recreational activity

         13  other than that?

         14                 MR. LAIRD: Well, the study will make

         15  recommendations when it is complete, but what we are

         16  envisioning is really a public esplanade around the

         17  shorefront to the island.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And how much is

         19  anticipated will be received?

         20                 MR. LAIRD: We hope -- the grant

         21  request is for $300,000. It is a 50/50 matching

         22  program, so we are hoping to receive a full amount,

         23  matched with $300,000 that is already in our budget

         24  for Fiscal Year 2000, an have a $600,000 project.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any
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          2  questions?

          3                 You guys bowled us over with

          4  footwork.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 MR. LAIRD: Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, the

          8  next item is the sales tax exemption item. Who is

          9  going to testify on that? Would you do me a favor

         10  and each identify yourselves.

         11                 MR. JOY: Patrick Joy, Finance

         12  Division, City Council.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I am sorry, could

         14  you repeat that.

         15                 MR. JOY: Patrick Joy, Finance

         16  Division, City Council.

         17                 MS. ANGELO: Larian Angelo, Finance

         18  Division, City Council.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: You are Larian?

         20                 MS. ANGELO: That is correct.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, who is

         22  going to be the lead speaker on this?

         23                 MS. ANGELO: Patrick will.

         24                 MR. JOY: I am. This is a

         25  preconsidered resolution of the Speaker and
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          2  Councilman Berman for two tax exempt weeks of items

          3  of clothing and footwear under $110.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: My recollection

          5  was that the Council submitted a resolution totally

          6  absolving as of December 1st the sales tax on

          7  clothing under $110; is that correct?

          8                 MR. JOY: That is correct.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And I understand

         10  that the state delayed that action for a total

         11  cessation of the sales tax of New York City until

         12  March 1st.

         13                 MR. JOY: 2000, that is correct, sir.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: March 1st, 2000.

         15                 Now, the total cessation of sales tax

         16  in New York City, the state and the City and the MTA

         17  portion would be absolved; is that correct? That is

         18  to being March 1st of the Year 2000?

         19                 MR. JOY: That is right, for items

         20  under $110.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Right.

         22                 MR. JOY: Clothing an footwear.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: So while the

         24  state delayed it, they nevertheless authorized two

         25  individual weeks for a sales tax holiday. One is the
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          2  week right before the opening of school which begins

          3  when?

          4                 MR. JOY: September 1 to September 7,

          5  inclusive.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: When does school

          7  start?

          8                 MR. JOY: Mid-September.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, so this

         10  would be those who are seeking to be able to buy

         11  school clothing, et cetera, for their children,

         12  right?

         13                 MR. JOY: That's correct, sir.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right. And

         15  the other one is a traditionally approved one,

         16  authorized by the State Legislature, and that is in

         17  January?

         18                 MR. JOY: January 15th to January 21.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay.

         20                 Is there anything else that you can

         21  add to this?

         22                 MR. JOY: Nothing more.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, any

         24  questions?

         25                 There being no questions, we are
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          2  having a short recess.

          3                 Sheldon, I appreciate the fact that

          4  you are here but unfortunately there is some work

          5  that has to be done, so we will have about a

          6  15-minute recess.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 (Recess taken.)

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I just got a call

         10  from Mr. McCaffrey saying that he is on his way and

         11  he asked that we keep the vote open for him. And the

         12  same for Mr. Stabile, I am advised. If there be no

         13  objection to that, we will now proceed.

         14                 There are three items for voting

         15  today, and they are as follows, and they will be

         16  coupled:

         17                 First of all, there is the partial

         18  tax exemption for Manhattan; there is the

         19  preconsidered resolution authorizing the filing of

         20  applications for state assistant payments for local

         21  waterfront revitalization projects, I believe they

         22  said it was on Randall's Island; and finally, there

         23  is the sales tax compensation use tax on clothing

         24  and footwear exemptions under $110 for beginning

         25  September 1st and ending September 7th and for the
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          2  period commencing January 15th, 2000, and during

          3  January 21st, 2000.

          4                 I would like to now proceed to a roll

          5  call. Is Mr. Leffler here? Where is Mr. Leffler?

          6                 Let us proceed in the interim to the

          7  roll call, we will hold the roll call open for Mr.

          8  Leffler as well.

          9                 Roll call.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

          5  at nine in the affirmative, and is still open.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, the

          7  items passed and we will go to the floor, we are

          8  keeping it open for the members I so identified.

          9                 Thank you, people. Have a good day.

         10  We will see you later.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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