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Council to Vote on Mott Haven School Construction Site
More than 2,000 seats are created in overcrowded Bronx district, effective environmental protections are put into place, securing safe future of students and community
City Hall – Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn and members of the City Council will today vote on a proposal for construction of a four-school complex in Mott Haven, the Bronx. The project will create more than 2,000 high school and middle school seats, significantly alleviating school over crowding in the area. To address community and environmental concerns about the project, specifically regarding ground contamination, the Council secured commitments from the City for a thorough cleanup of the site and ongoing community involvement.

The Mott Haven school construction plan will create two 549-seat high schools, one 573-seat middle school and one 544-seat charter school for 6th-8th grade, providing much-needed relief to overcrowded Bronx school districts. As part of the proposal negotiated by the Council, a $30 million cleanup is planned, including extensive soil removal and capping of the site.  In addition to the cleanup, the School Construction Authority (SCA) has agreed to implement measures to protect two existing, adjacent schools, PS 156 and 151. 

In another important step to protect public health, the State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has committed to the remediation of an off-site property that is next to the schools and is a major source of the area’s contamination. The Council will ensure the cleanup is conducted as expeditiously as possible. 

Speaker Quinn stated, “Providing our children with a quality, sound education is one of the City’s most important priorities. Protecting their safety and health is just as important. As we move forward with this project, we will create thousands of new seats for Bronx schoolchildren in a safe, clean environment.”

In order to ensure ongoing environmental protection, the SCA has committed to long-term monitoring of soil, water and air quality of the site, neighboring PS 156 and PS 151, as well as the continued inspection and maintenance of the engineering controls that will be installed as part of the remediation plan.  The SCA will also provide quarterly reports to Community Board 4 on its monitoring. 

At the request of the Council, the City has also paid for an independent consultant to assess the remediation plan, and has agreed to a clear and transparent process, with significant public input, regarding the consultant’s recommendations,.  As part of this process, the SCA will complete a report in which it will respond to each of the consultant’s recommendations, including whether the SCA will implement each recommendation and, if not, explain why.  In developing its response to the recommendations, the SCA will hold several meetings with local elected officials and community representatives, including Community Board 4, and will provide a thirty-day comment period on a draft report, which will include at least one public hearing.  

 “We are pleased with today’s outcome and we are encouraged by the administration’s commitment to building safe schools on clean sites," stated Council Member Maria del Carmen Arroyo. “Today's vote means families in the Bronx will get the schools they need without compromising their health. The community’s trust, a concern I initially had, will be reinstated.”  

Council Member Melinda Katz, Chair of the Land Use Committee, stated, “This process brought forth a great exchange of ideas and results that will benefit not only the residents of Mott Haven, but the entire city of New York.  Concerns were aired and addressed, resulting in a more comprehensive and better project.”

Council Member Jessica Lappin, Chair of the Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses, said, “When we started this process, I said that we had to be able to look parents in the eye and tell them that their kids would be safe - safe when they’re playing on the football fields, safe when they are coming in and out of school, and safe when they cross the street.  Today we can feel comfortable saying that.”
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