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Proposed Int. No. 864-A:	By Council Members Epstein, Hanif, Aldebol, Banks, Cabán and Wilson
  
Title:	A Local Law in relation to establishing a pilot program for collecting dog feces at dog runs for the purpose of composting
 

Proposed Int. No._880-A:	By Council Members Narcisse, Abreu, Louis, Hanif, Aldebol, Schulman, Farías, Cabán, Hudson and Wilson
 
Title:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the posting of signs regarding dog waste removal
 
Admin Code:	Adds new section 18-171  


INTRODUCTION
On August 13, 2026, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Ty Hankerson, will hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 864-A, sponsored by Council Member Harvey D. Epstein, in relation to establishing a pilot program for collecting dog feces at dog runs for the purpose of composting. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on June 16, 2026, during which the Committee received testimony from the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.
The Committee will also hold a hearing to vote on Proposed Int. No. 880-A, sponsored by Council Member Mercedes Narcisse, in relation to the posting of signs regarding dog waste removal. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on June 16, 2026, during which the Committee received testimony from DPR, advocates, and other interested parties. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.

LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by the Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Proposed Int. No. 864-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing a pilot program for collecting dog feces at dog runs for the purpose of composting

Proposed Int. No. 864-A would require DPR to establish a pilot program that would designate volunteer-led dog run groups that have experience maintaining dog runs to collect dog feces from dog runs under DPR’s jurisdiction for composting. At dog runs, the designated groups, with aid from DPR when requested, would install dog feces collection bins, and provide compostable dog feces bags for the purposes of composting such waste. This bill would also require DPR to report to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council and post online a report on the amount of dog feces collected and composted, where the compost was used, the efficacy of dog feces composting efforts, program implementation challenges, and potential program expansion. 
This local law would take effect immediately. 

Proposed Int. No. 880-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the posting of signs regarding dog waste removal 

Proposed Int. No. 880-A would require the Commissioner of DPR to post signs at the entrances and exits of parks, and at certain park facilities, summarizing the rule prohibiting a person from leaving dog waste on the ground and the associated penalties for a violation. 
This local law would take effect 180 days after it becomes law. 
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Proposed Int. No. 864-A

By Council Members Epstein, Hanif, Aldebol, Banks, Cabán and Wilson 

..Title
A Local Law in relation to establishing a pilot program for collecting dog feces at dog runs for the purpose of composting
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Composting. The term “composting” means the controlled aerobic decomposition of organic material for production of stable soil amendments.
Dog run. The term “dog run” means an enclosed area of a park under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation designated for use by a pet dog without use of a leash or other restraint. 
Dog run group. The term “dog run group” means a volunteer-led group of individuals that, through an agreement with the commissioner of parks and recreation, is responsible for the maintenance of at least 1 dog run.
b. Pilot program. The commissioner of parks and recreation, in consultation with the commissioner of sanitation, shall establish a pilot program to designate any dog run group with experience in managing dog runs to collect dog feces at any dog run for the purpose of composting. As part of such program, such dog run groups shall: 
1. Install and maintain equipment necessary for the collection and composting of dog feces, including, but not limited to, collection bins and self-contained composting vessels, provided that when requested by such dog run groups, the commissioner of parks and recreation shall provide and install such equipment and provide any training on the usage of such equipment, within 120 days of such request;
2. Consult with the commissioner of parks and recreation to provide information to visitors of dog runs and parks about the benefits of composting dog feces and instructions on how to properly compost dog feces; and
3. Make best efforts to collect dog feces at the dog run for the purposes of composting.
c. Duration. The pilot program shall begin on or before March 15, 2027, and have a duration of no less than 3 years. 
d. Report. On or after March 15, 2030, but before September 15, 2030, the commissioner of parks and recreation shall, in consultation with the commissioner of sanitation, submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and post on the department of parks and recreation’s website, a report regarding the pilot program. The commissioner of parks and recreation shall make best efforts to coordinate with each dog run group designated pursuant to subdivision b of this local law to complete such report. Such report shall include the following information, to the extent it is available to the commissioner of parks and recreation:
1. The estimated number of pounds of dog feces collected;
2. The estimated number of pounds of dog feces actually composted;
3. A description of where the compost containing dog feces was or may be used;
4. An analysis of the impact of the pilot program on the presence of dog feces left on the ground in dog runs;
5. Any challenges experienced by a designated dog run group during the implementation of the pilot program; and 
6. Recommendations on whether to expand the pilot program.
e. Within 90 days of the effective date of this local law, the commissioner of parks and recreation shall provide written notice to each dog run group that maintains a dog run. Such notice shall include information about the pilot program and how such a group may apply to engage in such pilot program.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.  
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Proposed Int. No. 880-A

By Council Members Narcisse, Abreu, Louis, Hanif, Aldebol, Schulman, Farías, Cabán, Hudson and Wilson

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the posting of signs regarding dog waste removal

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-171 to read as follows:
§ 18-171 Signs regarding dog waste removal. The commissioner shall, to the extent practicable in consideration of the local geography, conspicuously post signs regarding dog waste removal at the entryways of each park and dog run within the jurisdiction of the department. Each sign required under this section shall summarize the department’s rule requiring a person in custody or control of a dog to promptly remove and dispose of any feces left by such dog in such park or dog run.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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