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Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.
Legislative Service Number:
· Int 0214-2024
Prime Sponsor:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Bill Title:
· A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to creating a private right of action related to civil immigration detainers and cooperation with federal immigration authorities
Submitted by:
· Council Member Shahana Hanif 
Justification

New York City has laws limiting when city agencies may share information or coordinate with federal immigration authorities to protect immigrant New Yorkers from racial profiling, abuses of power, and to foster trust in local government. However, the NYPD and Department of Correction have violated these protections, causing serious harm by exposing immigrants to detention and deportation. For example, DOC has been found to repeatedly and clearly violate NYC’s detainer laws—in multiple instances over nearly a decade, including as recently as 2024 and February of 2025, as revealed in the DOI report released on September 25th 2025. The report also found that DOC provides no training to officers or staff on New York City’s “Sanctuary City” laws or its own policies issued under those laws. Despite these violations, there is currently no effective mechanism to hold city agencies accountable for infringing on the rights of immigrant New Yorkers.

This legislation would create a private right of action in the city’s civil immigration detainer laws, allowing individuals held by the New York Police Department, the Department of Correction, and the Department of Probation to bring an action alleging a violation of the detainer laws in any court. 
The TRUST Act is essential to restoring accountability for agencies that have operated without meaningful consequences. New Yorkers whose rights have been violated should have a clear path to justice, and this legislation makes that possible. For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.


