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          1  DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Thank you. This

          3  is a last minute scheduling here, thank you for

          4  being present. The item is Land Use No. 438, which

          5  is in Queens Community Board 7. The City Planning

          6  Commission decision, approving an application

          7  submitted by the Department of Sanitation, pursuant

          8  to Section 197-c of the Charter to acquire property

          9  for a Sanitation garage at 127-45 34th Avenue, which

         10  is block 1829, part of lot 40, for continued use of

         11  the garage.

         12                 The recommendation from the City

         13  Planning Commission was to change that from three to

         14  five years, and I believe Council Member Watkins, in

         15  whose district this is -- sorry. Let's amend the

         16  item that we are changing here, which is Queens

         17  Community Board 14.

         18                 The address is different. The purpose

         19  is the same, to continue a usage for a sanitation

         20  garage. The City Planning Commission has recommended

         21  a five-year term instead of three, and again this is

         22  a City Planning Commission approval and this is

         23  submitted by the Department of Sanitation.

         24                 The location of the property is 72-11

         25  Amstell Boulevard, which is in Queens Community
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          1  DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

          2  Board 14, which is Block Number 160-77, lot 1 and

          3  Council Member Watkins has worked very hard on this

          4  issue and would like to make a couple of comments.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Thank you,

          6  Madam Chair, and to the members of the Land Use

          7  Committee for accommodating this last minute change.

          8                 Although the community in Arvern and

          9  Far Rockaway are reluctant to extend the lease to

         10  five years after many years of promises that we have

         11  had, based on a meeting that we held on Friday,

         12  there was mutual agreement with the Department of

         13  Sanitation, and a letter of agreement which the

         14  Department proffered to us today, and among the

         15  conditions to be met, which the community board and

         16  I both agree with, are that the salt will now be

         17  removed from its current site, and no later than

         18  October 31st of 1999 the salt will be moved to a

         19  site in Edgemere and that the spreaders will be

         20  moved at least seven months out of the year so that

         21  the spreaders and the trucks are not clogging

         22  residential streets.

         23                 There are other stipulations in the

         24  letter but those are the main ones, and based on

         25  those agreements which will alleviate some of our
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          1  DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

          2  discomfort at having to extend the lease for five

          3  years, I would urge the Land Use Committee to vote

          4  favorably on this issue.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Thank you very

          6  much. We are in receipt of a letter from the

          7  Sanitation Department outlining, as you said, the

          8  on-street parking problem of DOS equipment, truck

          9  idling, salt relocation, the assignment of Thursby

         10  Avenue site, the Department of Parks and Recreation,

         11  some problems with employee parking and the lease

         12  changes I mentioned.

         13                 I believe that we want to take some

         14  testimony at this time from Dan Klein and Elisa

         15  Feinstein.

         16                 MR. KLEIN: Good morning.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Good morning.

         18                 MR. KLEIN: First of all, I want to

         19  thank Council Member Watkins and Jonathan Gaska from

         20  Community Board 14 for taking the time to meet with

         21  Deputy Commissioner Hirst, I would like to thank

         22  them on behalf of Martha Hirst for meeting us more

         23  than halfway in meeting the needs of the Department

         24  in allowing us to come up with these conditions that

         25  will allow us to better serve the community.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            6

          1  DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

          2                 I am just here to answer any specific

          3  questions you have. The letter that is in front of

          4  you is going to be modified somewhat to reflect what

          5  Council Member Watkins had just said, that the salt

          6  will be moved by October 31st and that we will move

          7  quickly to have the property reassigned to the

          8  Department of Citywide Administrative Services so it

          9  can then be assigned to the Parks Department.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Did you want to

         11  add anything else to the testimony?

         12                 Once again, Council Member Watkins,

         13  the changes that are outlined in the letter, plus

         14  the modifications as stated meets with your

         15  approval?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Yes, Madam

         17  Chair.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Thank you.

         19                 Are there any questions or discussion

         20  from the members?

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: I would,

         22  first of all, like to commend Council Member Watkins

         23  for her successful negotiations with the Department

         24  of Sanitation, I think to effectively make this move

         25  is beneficial to her community. Most of us can
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          2  attest to the fact that it is very difficult to move

          3  sanitation, especially when there is a foothold in

          4  our communities. It seems as if they do not

          5  recognize the importance of making those moves and

          6  maintaining their agreements in a timely fashion,

          7  and I do hope that the commitment holds, that they

          8  move forward as committed and that all goes well. I

          9  think this is an important step. I hope Sanitation

         10  recognizes it as such because sanitation, as it is

         11  key in every community, is certainly key in our

         12  community, and it is an acknowledgment that the

         13  people of the City who pay taxes, no matter what

         14  they look like, are receiving their fair share of

         15  City recognition and services. So, I would commend

         16  the Department of Sanitation for this step and trust

         17  that in October we can say, well, you know, they

         18  shocked us, they really did what they committed to

         19  do.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: You are welcome.

         22  And let me just request that letter today so we have

         23  it in hand. Thank you.

         24                 If we can get the clerk so we can

         25  call the roll, please.
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          1  DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION

          2                 Thank you, Claude, if you will

          3  proceed with the roll call.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye, with

          8  hope.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: If the clerk

         10  will announce the results of the roll call, and we

         11  will definitely leave this open, as there are

         12  several other meetings going on.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         14  at 13 in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

         15  no abstentions, and it is still open.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON EISLAND: Thank you. That

         17  completes the business of the Land Use Committee. I

         18  believe we have Council Member Berman to add to the

         19  roll.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: The vote stands

         23  at 14 in the affirmative, none in the negative, and

         24  no abstentions and it is still open.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:35 a.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of June 1999.
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