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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We have a very

          3  important recognition by the City Council of the

          4  City of New York of some very brave New Yorkers, and

          5  we are going to start off with the six firefighters

          6  who participated in the rescue of stranded motorists

          7  on the FDR Drive, when it was flooded very recently

          8  during the rainstorm we experienced just a couple of

          9  weeks ago.

         10                 I am going to ask our Clerk to read

         11  this into the record, which becomes part of the

         12  history of the City of New York which goes back, as

         13  you know, to 1625, with a permanent record, the

         14  largest and oldest existing democracy in the world.

         15                 Could we have our Clerk please read

         16  it, and as each fireman's name is mentioned, I am

         17  going to ask them to come forward.

         18                 Mr. Clerk.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         20  of New York, Proclamation.

         21                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

         22  New York salutes the outstanding efforts of the many

         23  members of the New York City Fire Department during

         24  the rainstorm on Thursday, August 26th, and it is

         25  particularly grateful to firefighters Wayne J.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Wright, Thomas J. Hetzel, Raymond B. Currant, Jr.,

          3  Michael Ruttick, Michael Hefferman, and Lieutenant

          4  John J. Helmsley, for their invaluable assistance on

          5  the FDR Drive; and

          6                 Whereas; the six firemen, some of New

          7  York's best and bravest, demonstrated tremendous

          8  professional ability and courage during the

          9  rainstorm that crippled much of New York City when

         10  they worked together to rescue the occupants of over

         11  50 vehicles trapped in the floodwaters of the FDR

         12  Drive; and

         13                 Whereas; every day the City is

         14  indebted to men and women like these six

         15  firefighters who risk their own safety to help

         16  others and in times of need, such as this day when

         17  the rainstorm struck, we are reminded of how

         18  necessary these people are to the City of New York;

         19  and

         20                 Now, therefore, let it be known, that

         21  the Council of the City of New York honors

         22  firefighters Wayne J. Wright, Thomas J. Hetzel,

         23  Raymond B. Currant, Jr., Michael Ruttick, Michael

         24  Hefferman, and Lieutenant John J. Helmsley, for

         25  their outstanding effort in rescuing the men and
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          2  women trapped in their cars on the FDR Drive during

          3  the rainstorm of August 26th.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Chief Oespian, I am

          5  going to ask you to step up. We don't recognize

          6  often enough the many New York City firefighters

          7  that risk their lives every day just fighting fires,

          8  but now we have situations where firefighters are

          9  out there doing every day, not just risking their

         10  lives in fires, but saving lives that otherwise

         11  would very well be lost. And while it is not known,

         12  it is certainly known by this City Council, and by

         13  anyone else that knows the City of New York, that

         14  you truly are the bravest and we are very happy to

         15  recognize only six, although there are thousands

         16  that do the same job every day.

         17                 We are going to present this to you,

         18  Chief, so that you can put this in a permanent

         19  place, and at the same time, if you would like to

         20  make any statement for the record, we would be

         21  pleased to hear it.

         22                 CHIEF OSEPIAN: These are New York's

         23  best and they are just some of our people. They are

         24  all, whoever is put in the position would step up to

         25  it.
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thanks, Chief. And

          4  thanks again, and congratulations from all of us.

          5                 Thank you very, very much for what

          6  you have done.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 Let's pose for a photograph.

          9                 Thank you, again. Thank you.

         10                 Now we have a presentation by Council

         11  Member Michael Nelson. Council Member Nelson, come

         12  on up.

         13                 Mike, do you want to have this

         14  proclamation read into the record?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Okay, go ahead,

         17  Carlos.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         19  of New York, Proclamation.

         20                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         21  New York is pleased and proud to honor Eugene

         22  Ensensau for his heroic actions in single-handedly

         23  stopping a robbery in progress on Nostrand Avenue in

         24  Brooklyn, early on Sunday, August 22nd.

         25                 And where Mr. Ensensau, a retired
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          2  Police Sergeant, who served with the Housing Police,

          3  which is now part of the New York City Police

          4  Department for 15 years, spotted a robbery at the

          5  Local Seven Eleven convenience store while on his

          6  night rounds as a private security guard; and

          7                 Whereas; when he discovered some

          8  unusual commotion, he instinctively drew on his many

          9  years of law enforcement experience and entered the

         10  store with his licensed 9 millimeter weapon ordering

         11  the robber to drop his gun. When the robber pointed

         12  the gun at Mr. Ensensau, the retired Sergeant fired

         13  one shot, injuring the robber; and

         14                 Whereas, with his latest act of

         15  heroism, he has demonstrated that even after years

         16  of retirement, as a public law enforcer, he is as

         17  concerned as ever of the welfare of the community;

         18                 Now, therefore, let it be known, that

         19  the Council of the City of New York honors Eugene

         20  Ensensau for his bravery and humanitarianism.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

         22  Nelson, who brings you to us, Eugene, we want to

         23  thank you on behalf of all of the entire City

         24  Council. You are now part of our permanent record.

         25                 Council Member, would you like to add
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          2  anything?

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes. Thank

          4  you.

          5                 I would like everybody to take one

          6  moment and reflect, you are driving down a street,

          7  you pass the Seven Eleven, or any store for that

          8  matter, you see a robbery in process, if you even

          9  noticed it to begin with, Mr. Ensensau has trained

         10  eyes for this, you see a gun drawn. You see

         11  evidently there are people involved in a very

         12  dangerous situation, could be killed, could be

         13  maimed for life, could be seriously hurt, certainly

         14  frightened out of their lives. What do you do? Well,

         15  Mr. Ensensau humbles us all, I think. He stopped,

         16  told his partner to call 911, who we are honoring

         17  here today, Mr. Vega, he ran in against a gun, told

         18  the guy, the alleged perpetrator or whatever, to

         19  stop. The guy turns around with a gun. Mr. Ensensau

         20  fires, bringing him down. The other, his accomplice,

         21  sees what is going on and decides to fall to the

         22  floor. He saw the courageousness of Mr. Ensensau,

         23  and he was apprehended and of course their fate is

         24  still unknown.

         25                 There is little doubt in my mind that
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          2  Mr. Ensensau saved a life, certainly saved a very,

          3  very terrible occurrence to one of the people of New

          4  York City, and for that we are all humbled, and I am

          5  so glad that we can show acts of valor like this, we

          6  can show Mr. Vallone and the City Council, our

          7  appreciation of a true tremendous act of heroism.

          8                 With that, Mr. Ensensau, I

          9  congratulate you on behalf of the entire City

         10  Council and Mr. Vallone.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Mr. Speaker, I

         12  would like to join you, because I think the beauty

         13  of being recognized today, and I would like to make

         14  two points: One, I had the privilege of working with

         15  this

         16  Sergeant when he was part of the New York City

         17  Housing Police Department, that every day police our

         18  public developments throughout the City.

         19                 Second, I want to point out, as we

         20  honor him, that he is retired, and yet, because he

         21  retired, does not stop from serving the people of

         22  New York City.

         23                 My dear mother, may she rest in

         24  peace, I remember many occasions and at meetings

         25  where she would confront, because she wanted the
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          2  Housing Police to do what they are supposed to do,

          3  and today her son is proud as the Majority Whip to

          4  join our Speaker and our colleagues in the City

          5  Council to honor a distinguished New Yorker, and

          6  proud to say, one, that happens to be a minority

          7  member of our community that has never forgotten

          8  from whence he has come and how he has served the

          9  people of New York City, and for that, I am humbled.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Mr. Ensensau, would

         12  you like to say something?

         13                 MR. ENSENSAU: Thank you, Mr. Vallone,

         14  Council Members, Mr. Robles, thank you for those

         15  words.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Do we have Mr. Vega

         17  here? Oh, Mr. Vega, come on up. You are part of this

         18  award ceremony and we want to thank you very, very

         19  much. And Council Member, on behalf of the Council,

         20  this is a citation from the City Council thanking

         21  you for being there when you were needed, and

         22  obviously you were. Thanks very, very much.

         23                 Would you like to say something?

         24  Please identify yourself for the record.

         25                 MR. VEGA: Hello. My name is Eddie
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          2  Vega, and I am just proud to be there when my

          3  partner needed help.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          5  Let's turn around for a formal photograph.

          6                 Okay, thank you.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you very

          8  much, Mr. Speaker.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Tracy Boyland, do

         10  you have a proclamation?

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Go ahead.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: My

         14  colleagues, several weeks ago we celebrated the 50th

         15  Anniversary of Wayside Baptist Church, a celebration

         16  that highlighted the outstanding contribution that

         17  Wayside Church has made to Ocean Hill, Brownsville.

         18                 As a member of the Church, I am very

         19  familiar with these contributions. Let me just take

         20  a few minutes to highlight some of them.

         21                 In the area of social services,

         22  Wayside Baptist Church, through its Senior Citizen

         23  Program, serviced many seniors within the Central

         24  Brooklyn area, as well as various educational and

         25  self-help programs.
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          2                 In the area of economic development,

          3  Wayside Baptist Church has, among others, the

          4  Wayside Credit Union. And also, my colleagues, today

          5  we recognize the Church for its outstanding

          6  contributions, and here is a quote from Reverend

          7  Parker -- if you don't mind, Reverend Parker.

          8                 "Everything that we have accomplished

          9  has been by the power of God. Yet, it is only an

         10  indication of what can be done if we allow ourselves

         11  to be used by the Lord. As I look into the future, I

         12  am gripped with the desire to do a greater work for

         13  the Lord. In order to achieve this, I realize that a

         14  strong disciplinary-ship must take place that

         15  proceeds over the membership." And these are the

         16  words of Reverend Parker, and I just wanted to, my

         17  colleagues, congratulate in presenting this

         18  proclamation to my Pastor, my friend, Reverend Joe

         19  L. Parker, on the 50th Anniversary of Wayside

         20  Baptist Church. And also, Council Member Martin

         21  Dilan, I would like all of the Council members to

         22  come forward in giving this proclamation to my

         23  Pastor, Reverend Parker.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Pastor Parker, we

         25  are now about to have it read into the record.
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          2                 Having been to your church and having

          3  heard you speak, no one could do it more eloquently

          4  than you, but can we have our Clerk read it into the

          5  record, please?

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

          7  of New York, Proclamation.

          8                 Whereas; the Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to honor Wayside

         10  Baptist Church on the occasion of its 50th

         11  Anniversary and salutes its esteemed Pastor, the

         12  Reverend Joe L. Parker, for his outstanding

         13  contribution to the church and to the community;

         14                 Whereas; Wayside congregation grew

         15  steadily both in strength and in number, and the

         16  church moved locations three times until finally

         17  settling on its present location, at 1746 Broadway,

         18  in the Borough of Brooklyn; and

         19                 Whereas; back in 1961, Reverend Joe

         20  Parker became a member of the Wayside Baptist

         21  Church, marking the beginning of an extraordinary

         22  partnership that has lasted almost four decades; and

         23                 Whereas; Reverend Parker was

         24  appointed co-Pastor in 1973 and officially became

         25  Pastor of Wayside on December 1st, 1977, ushering in
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          2  a new era for its many parishioners in the

          3  surrounding community;

          4                 Now, therefore, let it be known, that

          5  the Council of the City of New York honors Wayside

          6  Baptist Church on the occasion of its 50th

          7  anniversary and salutes its esteemed Pastor,

          8  Reverend Joe L. Parker, for his tireless dedication

          9  to the church and to the community.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Pastor Parker, your

         11  flock seems to have grown as we stand here, which is

         12  just a tribute to your missionary work and to your

         13  great, great oratory skills, which are beautiful,

         14  but to your healing presence, in not only in that

         15  community but to the whole City. And I think the

         16  mere presence of all of these Council Members

         17  surrounding you certainly entitles you to give us a

         18  mini-sermon right now.

         19                 PASTOR PARKER: Thank you, to the

         20  esteemed leader Vallone, and to Council Member Tracy

         21  and to all of the Council members. It is indeed a

         22  great joy and honor to receive this proclamation

         23  today and to have all of you stand together and to

         24  my partners in the industry, Martha and Tim,

         25  Minister Tim, to all of you, it is wonderful, and we
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          2  thank you so much. And I want to thank Councilwoman

          3  Tracy Boyland for thinking of us, to recognize

          4  something that we do naturally and certainly we do

          5  not expect it, but we do appreciate it, and it just

          6  gives us greater motivation to go forward to do more

          7  in our community and for our fellow constituents of

          8  that community and of the City.

          9                 Thank you, again, God bless you all.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And God bless you,

         11  too, Pastor. Keep up the good work.

         12                 Okay, Council Members, take your

         13  seats, please.

         14                 While we are taking our seats, could

         15  we bring up the new President of the PBA, Patrick

         16  Lynch. Come on up here. Come on up. Pat Lynch, Brian

         17  Mooney, and Dan Terelli, come on up.

         18                 Council members, take your seats, we

         19  are about to start. But just before we do, since we

         20  are responsible as every police officer should know,

         21  for rebuilding the Police Department to what it is

         22  today, from 1991 until today, we always have a very

         23  close relationship with our police officers and

         24  their representatives, since we represent the

         25  people, you represent the police, why not formally
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          2  present our new officers of the PBA, and we will

          3  have our Council Whip make the introductions.

          4                 Council Member Robles.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker.

          7                 Let me say that I have asked the new

          8  president, I knew him before he was president, let

          9  me say that Pat Lynch was the community affairs

         10  officer in the 90th Precinct under good times and

         11  bad times, and one thing, the first thing that he

         12  and I, after he got elected, and we spoke, he made a

         13  commitment and he said to me would I reach out to

         14  you, Mr. Speaker, and to my colleague where he could

         15  come and personally on a one-to-one extend his

         16  invitation to say to each of us that it is a new

         17  leadership and that he extends his hand to work with

         18  you when we agreed with each other, and when we

         19  disagreed with each other, but he comes today as the

         20  new president to say to us as Council Members that

         21  his door is open.

         22                 So, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you

         23  for allowing me to throw the doors of City Hall and

         24  the City Council open, and have the privilege of

         25  introducing to you my friend that I have worked for
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          2  -- as a matter of fact I go back, when I used to

          3  work in the State Assembly and the 15 years in the

          4  City Council, but I must tell you that even when we

          5  disagree on issues, the one thing I must say about

          6  Pat Lynch, he was one that I respected, that I

          7  admired and I can truly say as a friend, and I look

          8  forward to working with him as the new president of

          9  the PBA, Pat Lynch.

         10                 MR. LYNCH: Thank you very much for

         11  giving me the opportunity to speak here, but I must

         12  add one thing, Victor always held our feet to the

         13  fire, and that is the truth. Sometimes when that

         14  phone rang, I actually cringed at oh here we go

         15  again. But we got the work done.

         16                 Why I am here today is I want to

         17  introduce myself formally. I am looking forward to

         18  working with each and every one of you. I am looking

         19  to have an open door communications, when we agree

         20  and when we disagree. I am sure we can agree more

         21  than disagree, and I am looking forward to doing

         22  that and I would love to sit down with each and

         23  every one of you, but formally I would like to stand

         24  in front of you. Thank you for opening the door, and

         25  I am looking forward to getting that work done.
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          2                 Thank you very much.

          3                 Standing to my right is Danny

          4  Terelli, Trustee, from Queens North. And to his

          5  right is Brian Mooney, Citywide Trustee, from

          6  Brooklyn North formerly.

          7                 Thank you very much.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thanks, guys, and we

          9  look forward to working with you. Congratulations

         10  and good luck.

         11                 Okay, can we start, Mr. Public

         12  Advocate, while you still preside.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  It was a

         14  close call, but good news, I am back to stay.

         15                 Tom, is that all right? Tom Ognibene,

         16  may I continue to preside for the remainder of my

         17  term?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Absolutely.

         19  We look forward to it.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: The people

         21  have spoken.

         22                 Would the Clerk please call the roll.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         25                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         24  Vallone.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here. Reverend Lloyd
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          2  Henry will now do the invocation, Mr. Public

          3  Advocate.

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: At this time,

          5  since Rabbi Glass has not joined us, I would ask all

          6  of our colleagues and citizens here to stand for the

          7  invocation which will be delivered by Council Member

          8  and Reverend Lloyd Henry.

          9                 REVEREND HENRY: Let us pray.

         10                 The Lord is in his holy temple so let

         11  all the earth keep silence before him.

         12                 Where there is no vision, the people

         13  perish. Righteousness exalt defamation, but sin is a

         14  reproach unto any people. When the righteous are in

         15  authority, the people rejoice, but when the wicked

         16  bear rule, the people mourn.

         17                 Oh, God, our Heavenly Father, we are

         18  now in your presence. We are called by your name. We

         19  ask for the gift of your Holy Spirit, that he may

         20  guide us in our deliberations and whatever actions

         21  we may take this day, may all we do or say be to the

         22  honor of your name and the advancement of your

         23  people here on earth.

         24                 In your name we pray. Amen.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And while we are
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          2  standing, please, yesterday on behalf of my

          3  colleagues in the Council, Una Clarke and I went to

          4  Kings County Hospital to pay our respects and

          5  sympathy, for those who were injured and for the

          6  families of those who were killed in the West Indian

          7  Parade in the tragic accident that occurred, and as

          8  we are about to hear about the thousands upon

          9  thousands of people that have lost their lives in

         10  natural disasters in Turkey and in Greece and

         11  throughout the world, we also stand and offer and

         12  sympathy and our prayers.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you.

         16                 I would ask at this time, since we

         17  have it set up, Mr. Public Advocate, we just waive

         18  the rules for a few minutes.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So be it, the

         20  rules are waived and the Speaker's time now

         21  commences.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I am asking my

         23  colleagues to pay particular attention to this,

         24  because we have with us today the Consul General

         25  from Turkey, who I will introduce to you in a
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          2  moment, and the representatives from the Turkish

          3  American Business Forum, we have Amed Azan

          4  (phonetic), and Arol Benjamin, who will introduce

          5  themselves in a moment, but I am not sure whether my

          6  colleagues understand the breadth of the disaster

          7  that occurred in Turkey.

          8                 As I speak to you now, the death toll

          9  has probably surpassed 50,000 an those that are

         10  homeless have surpassed more than a half a million.

         11  It is one of the greatest natural disasters of all

         12  time, no less of the 20th century.

         13                 The first people that came to the aid

         14  of the Turks were the Greeks, who are now suffering

         15  an earthquake in which the death toll is already

         16  approaching 100 and with over 1,000 missing, and the

         17  Armenians.

         18                 We have heard of much friction

         19  between those various countries in the past, but

         20  that pales in comparison to the loss of life that

         21  has occurred and to those people of goodwill who

         22  seek only to help and not to hurt.

         23                 To take a few minutes out to discuss

         24  so that the City Council at least can shed some

         25  light on this great natural disaster, I will ask now
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          2  for our Turkish Consul General and representative to

          3  come forward and introduce themselves for the record

          4  and we will let you speak.

          5                 CONSUL GENERAL: Mr. President, Mr.

          6  Speaker, members of the City Council, first of all I

          7  would like to thank Mr. Speaker, who had the idea to

          8  have us in this meeting, to explain what happened in

          9  Turkey with the most destructive earthquake that we

         10  had on the 17th of August.

         11                 The earthquake hit an area of 26,000

         12  square miles. I think this is an area equal to the

         13  size of New Jersey, where we have seven towns, the

         14  populated, with 15 million people. The largest

         15  industrial area in Turkey.  Thirty-one percent of

         16  the Turkish industry is dead. Leaving behind

         17  thousands of dead, thousands of injured people,

         18  thousands of missing.

         19                 For the time being, the biggest issue

         20  is that we have around 600,000 people homeless.

         21  According to the information coming from Turkey, we

         22  have for the time being 154, ten cities, and more

         23  than 100,000 tents established in the area, but it

         24  is not sufficient.

         25                 I would like to take the opportunity

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            28

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  to mention that Turkey alone cannot arrange

          3  everything, preparation, preparation of shelter for

          4  the people, reconstruction, alone. That is why we

          5  had more than 60 countries rushing to Turkey just

          6  after the earthquake. By sending these rescue teams

          7  or different type means to contribute to the life

          8  force of Turkey.

          9                 I am thankful to all of them. I am

         10  thankful to the United States Administration, and to

         11  the American people, especially to the New Yorkers,

         12  by sending letters or checks or all kind of things

         13  to us, they express their feelings very profound,

         14  their feelings of solidarity.

         15                 We are having a very difficult time,

         16  we need that solidarity. It is very important.

         17                 Among many countries, we had among

         18  the first rescue teams, we had teams from Greece

         19  also. And after the earthquake of the day before, we

         20  tried to return this solidarity to them.

         21                 I am thankful to all of you. Thank

         22  you for this initiative, and I am going to leave the

         23  floor to my friend, the President of the

         24  Turkish-American Businessmen Forum in New York.

         25                 PRESIDENT: Good afternoon, Mr.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            29

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  President, Mr. Speaker. Thanks for having us. I will

          3  be very brief.

          4                 We have distributed a packet, each

          5  one of you Council Members should have it. We are

          6  hoping that you will take it back home to your

          7  districts and hopefully put this poster or flyer

          8  into your offices or distribute it among your

          9  voters, among your colleagues, and that they may

         10  respond very briefly.  The statistics the Ambassador

         11  mentioned are there, I don't want to belabor it.

         12                 Imagine an area from here to Albany

         13  and all the way to the western border of New York

         14  State, that whole area was devastated. About 15

         15  million people live in that area, and it is a third

         16  of Turkey's industrial production that it covered.

         17                 I personally happened to be on

         18  vacation in Istanbul, 30 miles from this earthquake,

         19  during the earthquake. If you start timing 45

         20  seconds, that is how long it lasted, you will know

         21  how terrifying those 45 seconds could be, and I was

         22  very lucky to stay alive and be able to talk to you

         23  with my family and everybody else.

         24                 There are some very urgent needs of

         25  Turkey, again we have a much more detailed list of
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          2  it in the handout, we have divided them into three

          3  shelter needs, winter is approaching, we have the

          4  winter which is as cold as the one in New York with

          5  a lot of rain precipitation. We are as a forum

          6  trying to find any means to provide shelter, to send

          7  help from here, any kind of -- any one of you who

          8  might know businesses or organizations which have

          9  surplus equipment, we would be very happy to talk to

         10  you. There are phone numbers that you can reach us

         11  in the handout, and I finally want to leave you with

         12  some of the worst statistics.

         13                 Particularly 600 plus children lost

         14  both parents. Seventeen-thousand collapsed

         15  buildings, 600,000 people homeless. We have phone

         16  numbers of the American Red Cross which has helped a

         17  lot in coordinating the rescue. They are working

         18  with their Turkish counterpart, and we encourage

         19  you, your families, your churches, your synagogues,

         20  to participate in this effort. Every little bit

         21  helps, some of the horrible things that happened in

         22  Turkey.

         23                 And lastly, I just want to show you,

         24  just to show the force of the earthquake, it looks

         25  like pasta I guess, but what it is is a railway, it
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          2  is a section of a railway which moved about 12 feet.

          3  This was a straight railway until this earthquake

          4  and look what happened from the force of the event.

          5                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker, and

          6  thank you all very much for listening and helping.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          8                 And my colleagues, there is only one

          9  thing that could help right now, and that is as much

         10  money as we can possibly raise to help, and that

         11  could be done through the American Red Cross, the

         12  Turkish Relief Fund.

         13                 I already pledged myself and I know

         14  that many Council Members will also. If it were

         15  possible to raise money in your districts, or from

         16  our own campaign funds, or anything, I would be

         17  pleased to accept checks in my office and deliver it

         18  to our Turkish Consul General. When the magnitude of

         19  600,000 homeless people who are about to face the

         20  wintertime, it is something that we can't even

         21  conceive of in our wildest imagination. And these

         22  gentlemen are doing their best to try to get as much

         23  help as they can for their own country members, and

         24  I would ask, and I said that this is an opportunity

         25  for all of us.
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          2                 I want to thank you very much, Mr.

          3  Consul General. I want to thank you very much for

          4  representing the American people, because you are an

          5  American, Turkish-American, and we will do

          6  everything we can to help.

          7                 God bless you and thank you.

          8                 CONSUL GENERAL: Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         10  Lasher, did you want to add something under the

         11  Speaker's time?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes, if I may.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Please.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: With all due

         15  respect, I was not obviously in Turkey, however,

         16  during the break I was in the State of Israel. We

         17  were doing some business there. And at the time we

         18  had been receiving all of the notices and all of the

         19  items that had been taking place in Turkey and all

         20  of the problems that they had, and I think that we

         21  should also take note that the small Country of

         22  Israel provided tremendous help to Turkey. They had

         23  sent people in, they had their specialists who went

         24  down into the earth and had rescued children, and

         25  that they had done a yeoman's job to salvage and
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          2  save lives in Turkey. There was no question, they

          3  just sent their best men in, tried to help and also

          4  reconstruct what they can in Turkey and to save as

          5  many lives and they saved hundreds and hundreds of

          6  lives and they, too, should be commended. And we

          7  hope that this disaster and disasters like this,

          8  when they occur, that all good people of all

          9  different nations and countries join together to try

         10  to help as much as they can to salvage and save as

         11  many lives and as much housing and everything else.

         12  There was a whole disruption in Turkey during this

         13  period of time and we hope that it never happens

         14  again, and that no country perceives any horror like

         15  this.

         16                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

         19                 To spread the invocation in full upon

         20  the record, I would like to call on Council Member

         21  Freed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you. I

         23  move to spread the invocation in full upon the

         24  record.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered,
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          2  thank you.

          3                 The adoption of the minutes. Is

          4  Council Member Harrison here? Not seeing here,

          5  Council Member Stabile. I think this honor should

          6  fall to you, to formerly adopt the minutes of the

          7  Wednesday, July 21st meeting.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I so move.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you so

         10  much.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Thank you.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Stabile.

         14                 All right, Communication from City,

         15  County and Borough Offices.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

         18  Communications.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         21  Call-Ups.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: M634. By Council

         23  Member Harrison. Pursuant to the Rules of the

         24  Council and the Charter. 192-02 Northern Boulevard,

         25  1999, 5217 TCQ, sidewalk cafe.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

          3  vote.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: M635. By Council

          5  Member Eisland. Pursuant to the rules of the Council

          6  and the Charter. ULURP 990098 ZMM, City-owned

          7  property for Council review.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

          9  vote.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: M634. By Council

         11  Member Eisland. Number 990098 ZMM, be subject to

         12  Council Review.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: M634. By Council

         15  Member Eisland. Pursuant to rules of the Council and

         16  the Charter. Number 990098 ZMM, be subject to

         17  Council review.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: M638. By Council

         20  Member Eisland. Number 990098 ZMM, be subject to

         21  Council review.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         24  all on the coupled call-up votes.

         25                 Council Members Povman and Koslowitz
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          2  have a 3:30 meeting, and I would ask if you could

          3  call them first.

          4                 So, Public Advocate, call Council

          5  Members Povman and Koslowitz first, they have to be

          6  excused for an additional meeting they have to

          7  attend, and allow them to vote on the rest of the

          8  roll call.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         10  Povman.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Speaker.

         13                 I vote aye on all general coupled

         14  orders and the call-ups.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Council Member

         16  Koslowitz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: I vote aye

         18  on all Land Use Call-Ups, and aye on all general

         19  coupled orders.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

         21                 At this time, would the Clerk please

         22  call the roll.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          5                 (No response.)

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Mr. Public

          8  Advocate, I would like to vote aye on all Land Use

          9  items, and ask for permission to vote on general

         10  order calendar items.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         12  objection, so ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I have an

         14  emergency. Thank you.

         15                 I vote aye on all general order

         16  items. Thank you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Mr. Public

          9  Advocate, without objection, I would like permission

         10  to vote aye on the general order calendar, as well

         11  as the Land Use Call-Ups.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         13  objection, so ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Excuse me, Mr.

         22  Public Advocate, Mr. Speaker, may I kindly be given

         23  permission to vote on all of the Land Use and all of

         24  the general orders?

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no
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          2  objection, so ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         12  Vallone.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By 41 to

         15  nothing, the Land Use items are adopted, and now to

         16  continue, Communication from the Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

         18  Mr. Public Advocate.

         19                 My colleagues, I would ask you to be

         20  seated for a moment, because we have had tremendous

         21  staff working for us over the last, since we took

         22  power in 1989, and before that. But when we had

         23  power in 1989, we could not have accomplished

         24  anything if we didn't have a first rate Director of

         25  Finance in our own Finance Unit. In the years that
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          2  he has been with the City Council, Tom McMahon has

          3  upheld our highest standard of professionalism,

          4  integrity, he has been available not only to me in

          5  my capacity as Speaker, but I think, as all of you

          6  know, to every one of you individually. There has

          7  never been one accusation, that I know of, of any

          8  fraud or misconduct in the greatest and biggest

          9  Finance Division and biggest budget outside the

         10  United States of America itself, the entire State of

         11  New York and the entire State of California.

         12                 The budget of the City of New York is

         13  the most powerful weapon that we have in terms of

         14  bringing equality to our constituents. No one has

         15  ever done it better than Tom McMahon.

         16                 He is now going on to greater

         17  heights. He is going to go into a very important

         18  position, that he will tell you about as we leave.

         19  But he is not going to leave this body without us

         20  first giving him some recognition of how much we

         21  appreciate him.

         22                 We could never do it in terms of

         23  material means, by money, as he does in the Finance

         24  Bureau, but we can do it by a standing ovation for

         25  Tom McMahon.
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          2                 Come on up here, Tom.

          3                 This is, as I think you can see, Tom,

          4  in deep appreciation of your many years of dedicated

          5  service from a grateful Council, on September 9th,

          6  1999. You have had an opportunity to listen to us,

          7  and now you have an opportunity to tell us what you

          8  really think.

          9                 MR. McMAHON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         10                 The City Council Finance Division is

         11  notorious for their going away parties where there

         12  is guaranteed controversy and occasionally scandal,

         13  and I have a very long speech that I am working on

         14  for that event, but I would like to take this

         15  opportunity to make three formal thank yous.

         16                 First and foremost, to Speaker

         17  Vallone and Chairman Berman, and to the members of

         18  the City Council, I am leaving here with tremendous

         19  feelings of admiration, appreciation and affection.

         20                 I very much have come to admire the

         21  work that elected officials do, understanding how

         22  serious that job is and how important that job is,

         23  and I think it is a credit to this institution that

         24  so many of you do it so well and I mean that

         25  sincerely and it is something that this City
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          2  benefits from tremendously, your commitment.

          3                 In appreciation, I mean I have had

          4  the most wonderful job in the world for the past ten

          5  years. I have been able to be part of the evolution

          6  of this institution, I have also been part of ten

          7  years of important decisions for this City and that

          8  is something that I will forever be thankful for.

          9  And over the past ten years, I mean we have had our

         10  difficult moments, we have had our triumphant

         11  moments, we have had very funny moments, and

         12  throughout all of that I have grown to, not only

         13  respect, but like all of you tremendously, and it is

         14  something, those relationships will transcend any

         15  term of office or any period of time.

         16                 Secondly, I would like to thank the

         17  Office of Management and Budget. They, we all know,

         18  are the fiscal -- from the fiscal dark side, and

         19  they often do evil or proposed evil budgetary --

         20  they make evil budgetary recommendations, but they

         21  are not evil people, and over the years they have

         22  treated our office in a professional and collegial

         23  way, and that relationship has served this City

         24  extremely well.

         25                 Finally, I would like to thank the
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          2  men an women of the Finance Division, who are a very

          3  special group of people, and like so many City

          4  employees, they are dedicated, they are

          5  hard-working, they are very smart, but most

          6  importantly, they are committed to this institution,

          7  and over the past ten years whenever there was a

          8  challenge, they rose to that challenge, and those

          9  challenges included developing a Safe Streets - Safe

         10  City plan, including coming up with ideas for

         11  funding libraries, making recommendations on tax

         12  policy, and finally, adopting our own budget. And I

         13  am told that there is only one mistake in that

         14  budget, for $12.83 in the Office of the Actuary, and

         15  that accomplishment was no small accomplishment.

         16  They are very much a credit to all of you.

         17                 I can't thank all of them, I think

         18  the thanks is just looking around the Alumni

         19  Association from our office, it is a very, very

         20  impressive group. But I would like to thank a few

         21  individuals. Kim Stroman, who for the past ten

         22  years, gave our office a semblance of order when it

         23  was desperately needed. Bill Sharky, who served as a

         24  senior advisor, was patient and supportive. And the

         25  Deputy Directors, Kurt Richwerger, John Banks, Haeda
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          2  Mihaltses, Larian Angelo and Frank Tramontano. They

          3  advised all of us, they advised me in particular, on

          4  issues that included the economy, tax policy,

          5  wedding invitations, and birthday parties, and that

          6  is something that I will always hold dear, and their

          7  friendships I will always hold dear.

          8                 I guess I am leaving the City

          9  Council, it is not an easy thing to do. I spent a

         10  decade of my life here, and I am sure I will still

         11  get a thrill walking up the steps of City Hall, but

         12  it will just be somewhat different. And, again,

         13  thank you very, very much for the opportunity. It is

         14  greatly appreciated.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Before you leave,

         16  wait a minute.

         17                 Tom is leaving to become a Senior

         18  Vice President of The Partnership, and before he

         19  leaves, to make up for that $12.83, which was his

         20  fault, we would like to make a few comments.

         21                 Herb Berman, our Chair of Finance.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you very

         23  much, Speaker.

         24                 Folks, Tom presided over the Finance

         25  Division of the City Council at a time that
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          2  paralleled probably the greatest growth of the City

          3  Council as a true legislative body.

          4                 From the time that Charter Revision

          5  granted all of these additional budgetary powers to

          6  us, for a short time Mark was there and then he gave

          7  it over to Tom, and even though at times we

          8  differed, we differed professionally, but more

          9  importantly, Tom made me into a believer.

         10                 I would like to congratulate you,

         11  Tom. I would like to express my deep gratitude

         12  tolerating my moods and my schtick, but more

         13  importantly, for showing professionalism and leading

         14  the Council to that part of the legislative process

         15  that has enabled us to truly come out and be as we

         16  are.

         17                 And also at this time, not only do I

         18  want to thank Tom, but I want to introduce the

         19  person who is designated as the Acting Director of

         20  the Finance Division, Haeda Mihaltses.

         21                 Haeda, come on over here. Haeda.

         22                 MS. MIHALTSES: I, too, would like to

         23  wish Tom McMahon well. We are going to miss you,

         24  Tom, but hopefully we will try to maintain the

         25  excellence that the Finance Division is known for.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Now, my colleagues,

          3  why don't you come up here so we can get a group

          4  photograph with Tom. Even our Public Advocate likes

          5  you, see that.

          6                 Okay, Council Members, please take

          7  your seats.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          9  Speaker. We are moving from the Speaker's time now.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I have just one

         11  more. As all of you know, we have been visited with

         12  a terrible, an unknown disease in our City known at

         13  St. Louis Encephalitis. It has come upon us very

         14  suddenly, it has come upon us because of the drought

         15  conditions that exist in the Northeast, that is

         16  where this mosquito thrives, in the kind of cesspool

         17  type water that is not refreshed by other clean

         18  water, and it has become a far more than normal

         19  nuisance that mosquitos are.

         20                 The Chairman of our Health Committee,

         21  Victor Robles, has some important announcements to

         22  make, and I would ask you all to pay attention.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Speaker.

         25                 Mr. Speaker, at your request, with
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          2  your Chief of Staff, with my colleagues this

          3  morning, we had a meeting with the Administration

          4  and with the Commissioner of Health, Dr. Neal Cohen,

          5  with Jerry Howell, the Director of the Mayor's

          6  Office on Emergency Management, and for all of my

          7  colleagues, at 3:00, at the request of the Speaker,

          8  both Commissioner Neal Cohen and Jerry Howell, will

          9  be in the Speaker's conference room at 3:00 to brief

         10  all Council Members on where we are and where we are

         11  going.

         12                 While as the Speaker, and I noted it,

         13  because I just returned on Sunday, and on Monday I

         14  went out to the command post at the request of the

         15  Mayor to brief me, and then I saw the Speaker also

         16  went out there. Where it started locally, and for

         17  the most part was based in Queens, and then moved

         18  into the Bronx, this briefing is very important

         19  because now it has become a Citywide issue of which

         20  at this briefing they will report to us exactly on

         21  where there is going to be spraying throughout other

         22  parts of the City, including starting tonight

         23  because as you know there is the Jewish holidays

         24  coming up, but it will become Citywide spraying, so

         25  that I suggest and urge, and, again, I thank the
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          2  Speaker because it was his office who coordinated

          3  this, for all members of the Council at 3:00 through

          4  the Speaker's conference room so that we can get

          5  firsthand information.

          6                 Let me also say that the Speaker, and

          7  his Chief of Staff, Bruce Bender and the Mayor's

          8  Office, including Scott Cantone, Jake Menges, and

          9  all the Administration, one of the things that we

         10  will be doing is that all literature available, i.e.

         11  the Administration, is being given out to not only

         12  the press but as they go door-to-door into the

         13  neighborhood, one of the things the Speaker has

         14  requested and they have agreed upon is that every

         15  Council Member's Office will also receive the same

         16  material and also you will receive the cans of

         17  spray, both for adults and children. And we urge all

         18  of us after the briefing, that we become also

         19  individuals to spread the word within our

         20  communities so that when people have any doubt they

         21  will know where to go, including your offices.

         22                 You will also receive all of the

         23  numbers of the command posts, or the command

         24  stations, so that if you have any questions, or any

         25  constituents inquire, that you get expert
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          2  information so at this briefing that the Speaker has

          3  coordinated through his Office and the Chief of

          4  staff, I urge all of my colleagues to make sure that

          5  you attend, and, hopefully, Mr. Speaker, then you

          6  can become an equal partner so that this crisis is

          7  not up one community, we are the people's

          8  government, and we ask all of us to join, because

          9  this happens to be all of us.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         12  It is very important, immediately following this

         13  meeting, I think it is important for all of you to

         14  go, because we don't know how far this thing is

         15  going to go. It is very important to have accurate

         16  information on it, and I urge you to be there,

         17  immediately following this meeting, in the red room,

         18  okay? And you will have immediate access to

         19  information. You will have immediate access to the

         20  kind of sprays that are necessary for children and

         21  for adults and you will have the same information

         22  that I have available to me, it should be made

         23  available to you and for each of your offices. So,

         24  immediately following this meeting, it is going to

         25  be a short meeting, and we will go right on with it
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          2  now.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Speaker.

          5                 Discussion of General Orders, under

          6  two minutes. Would any member like to be recognized?

          7                 Seeing no one, Report of Special

          8  Committees.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: None, sir.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Reports of

         11  Standing Committees.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         13  Committee on Civil Service and Labor.

         14                 Preconsidered Intro. 624. A local law

         15  to amend the Administrative Code of New York of

         16  certain members of the Police Department killed

         17  while engaged in discharge of their duty.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         21  Committee on Finance.

         22                 Resolution 961. Preconsidered. Filing

         23  applications for State assistance payments.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the
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          2  Committee on Land Use. L 521 and Reso 976. The

          3  submission of a site plan for City School

          4  Construction, Brooklyn.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU and

          7  companion resolution 977. With a number of C990236

          8  ZRR.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 530

         11  and companion resolution 978. Landmarks

         12  Preservation. 21 Park Row, Manhattan.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 418 and companion

         15  resolution 979. ULURP, Application Number C990479

         16  HAM, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         18  the next Land Use 474, UDAAP, coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK LU 475 and companion

         21  resolution 981. A zoning resolution number 990452

         22  ZRM, West Chelsea.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 483 and companion

         25  resolution 982. Number C990626 HUK, Bushwick II
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          2  Urban Renewal.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          4  the next UDAAP 484, coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 496 and companion

          6  resolution 984, UDAAP, Application Number 19995493

          7  HAK, Housing Preservation, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 503 and companion

         10  resolution 985. Landmarks, 97-28 43rd Avenue,

         11  Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 507 and companion

         14  resolution 986, a Landmarks designation, Spruce

         15  Street, Manhattan.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 514 and companion

         18  resolution 987. Application number 19995313 TCQ,

         19  sidewalk cafe, Queens.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is a motion to

         21  disapprove.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 515 and companion

         23  resolution 988, Landmarks. 240 Davidson Avenue,

         24  Brooklyn.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            55

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 516 and companion

          3  resolution 989. ULURP. Application number 990091

          4  PQK, warehouse, Brooklyn.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          6  the next LU 518, coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 519 and companion

          8  resolution 991, application number 19995337 TCQ.

          9  3221 Broadway, Queens.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Motion to

         11  disapprove.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 520, ULURP Number

         13  C90290 PPQ. City-owned properties, Queens.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved with

         15  modification, referred to City Planning, pursuant to

         16  11.20(b) of our rules and 197-(d) of the Charter.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         18  Committee on Transportation. Preconsidered

         19  resolution 964. Application approval, Three Brothers

         20  Car Service, Brooklyn.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 584. A local

         23  law in relation to High Bridge Car Service license,

         24  Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 588. A local

          3  law to the disapproval of a license for High Bridge

          4  Car Service, Manhattan.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 589. A local

          7  law, determination, Triple 888 Car Service, Queens.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 590. A local

         10  law, Triple 888 Car Service, Queens.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 591. A local

         13  law, Malcolm Car Service, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 592. A local

         16  law, Malcolm Car Service, Manhattan.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I am sorry, it is

         18  592, coupled to be filed, 591 is coupled on general

         19  order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 598.  A local

         21  law, Migdal Transportation Corp, Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is 593.

         23  Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 594. A local

         25  law, Migdal Transportation, Brooklyn.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 595. A local

          4  law. Brooklyn Radio Dispatch, Brooklyn.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 596. A local

          7  law, Brooklyn Radio Dispatch, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 597. A local

         10  law, Empire Transportation Service, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 598. A local

         13  law. Empire Transportation Service, Brooklyn.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 599. A local

         16  law, Windsor Ambulette Corp, Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

         18  order.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 600. A local

         20  law, Windsor Ambulette Corp., Bronx.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 601. A local

         23  law, Queens Lincoln Car and Limo Service, Queens.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 602. A local
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          2  law, Queens Lincoln and Limo Service, Queens.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 603. A local

          5  law, Ano Dos Mil Car and Limo Service, Brooklyn.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 604. A local

          8  law, Ano Dos Mil Car and Limo Service, Brooklyn.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 605. A local

         11  law Inviore Car Service, Manhattan.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 606, a local

         14  law, Invoire Car Service, Manhattan.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General Order

         17  Calendar.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 512 and companion

         19  resolution 951. Application 850359B ZMQ.

         20  Modification, zoning map, Queens.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Intro. 291-A. An

         23  amended local law to amend the administrative code

         24  of the City of New York, in relation to family child

         25  care services.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointment

          4  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          6                 At this time I would ask for a roll

          7  call on the entire general order calendar, please.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Clerk, please

          9  call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: I am voting

         18  yes on all coupled general orders, and I just would

         19  like to briefly, now that I have the members on the

         20  floor, just to say I had a summer intern that I want

         21  to recognize, that she did outstanding work. She is

         22  a student at Fordham University and her name is

         23  Denise Cahere and I am going to offer her a citation

         24  today. But I wanted everyone to please give a round

         25  of applause to my summer intern Denise Cahere. Thank
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          2  you for great, great service to our office and our

          3  City.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: I vote aye, and

          8  I wish everybody a happy and a healthy new year.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 And for Land Use, I would like to be

         11  called to vote on Land Use as well.

         12                 I vote aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: I vote

         17  yes on all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Mr. Public

         20  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote.

         21                 Thank you very much. I just want to

         22  briefly mention that the City Council today is

         23  acting on a plan to change the zoning and to

         24  preserve the unique characteristics of the Chelsea

         25  community. But this whole process started under a
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          2  formula and a process that the City Council

          3  vigorously supported many years ago, and that is the

          4  beginning of changing zoning in any district in a

          5  comprehensive way by initiating a 197-A plan that

          6  was done with the elected officials in the

          7  community. It started with Tom Duane, continued

          8  extraordinarily ably and energetically by Chris

          9  Quinn, the local community groups and community

         10  board, and what they have come up with and what we

         11  are voting on today and have helped to shape, I

         12  think preserve the unique and vibrant character of

         13  the Chelsea area. We have established mixed use

         14  districts that allow residential and manufacturing

         15  in them. We have changed some of the manufacturing

         16  zone areas to residential and commercial, and yet

         17  have been extraordinarily sensitive to industry, and

         18  particularly the printing industry that could well

         19  be affected.

         20                 We have secured with the cooperation

         21  of Joe Rose and of EDC, Michael Carey, $8 million

         22  for the establishment of a task force that I think

         23  will be really meaningful which the Council will

         24  play a major role in, again, to preserve the

         25  printing industry, to help with energy costs, to
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          2  help with relocation efforts, and to basically

          3  stabilize and hopefully once again reinvigorate this

          4  particular industry.

          5                 So, I would really like to point out

          6  that I think this is quite momentous, and the very

          7  careful work that has been done by the Subcommittee

          8  Chair Walter McCaffrey, by our own Land Use staff,

          9  and in cooperation again with the community and with

         10  the elected officials in the community.

         11                 Special congratulations to Chris

         12  Quinn, and I urge an eye vote on this.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Unless

         15  there is any objection, I would like to be recorded

         16  in the affirmative on Land Use Call-Ups, as well as

         17  voting in the affirmative on all coupled general

         18  orders.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         20  objection, so ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Aye on all,

         13  except --

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: No, I have an

         16  exception, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 Is this working?

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: With consent

         19  --

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Hello.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: -- I would

         22  like to vote aye on all of the Land Use Call-Ups and

         23  aye on all coupled general orders.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Mr. Speaker, I

          4  don't know if we aren't coming through. We are

          5  coming through. Yes, now we are coming through.

          6                 I vote aye on all, exception for

          7  Resolution 965, because of an interest that we have

          8  in Israel also, and I would like to not get into it.

          9  So, I would abstain on Resolution 965 because of a

         10  conflict of interest.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr. Public

         14  Advocate, if I could be temporarily excused to

         15  explain my vote?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Let me just

         18  indicate my thanks to all who have been helpful on

         19  the Chelsea rezoning issue, as it has applied to the

         20  printing industry.

         21                 Let me first congratulate Council

         22  Member Quinn, and also acknowledge her predecessor,

         23  our State Senator Tom Duane, for all of their hard

         24  work, as well as those in the community who have

         25  participated in the development of that plan, to our
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          2  colleague, the Chair of the Land Use Committee, June

          3  Eisland, whose leadership has helped to push us

          4  forward.

          5                 Let me just say, as it applies to the

          6  printing industry, the Council took this opportunity

          7  to come to the aid of an industry that is

          8  particularly hard-pressed in the City of New York,

          9  one which employs thousands of individuals, and at a

         10  time in which individuals who work with their hands

         11  find that their opportunities are at a premium. It

         12  is important for us to end up recognizing their

         13  plight and to take action.

         14                 $8 million which the Council

         15  requested and to which the administration agreed,

         16  will service as a basis to begin to address those

         17  concerns, in terms of relocations for those jobs,

         18  for energy assistance, these are the type of items

         19  that are of critical importance to the viability of

         20  the printing industry.

         21                 We understand here that working in a

         22  collaborative effort with the industry and with

         23  those individuals from organized labor, that we can

         24  end up coming up with the far-reaching ways to

         25  promote the continued health of this industry. If we
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          2  lose this industry, we lose it out of the City of

          3  New York, we lose it out of the State of New York,

          4  and we are lucky if we even keep it in this country,

          5  and we have seen with printing concerns now in

          6  Canada. So, we understand what the challenges are,

          7  we have now stepped forward to meet them and I think

          8  this is something that is a source of pride for all

          9  of us and I am delighted to vote on that

         10  affirmatively, as well as the rest of the items on,

         11  the coupled general orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: I would

         24  like permission to vote on the Finance items of the

         25  Committee.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

          3  objection, so ordered.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you.

          5  And I vote aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: If I could be

         12  temporarily excused to explain my vote.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you.

         15                 I, too, just want to take a moment to

         16  speak on the Chelsea 197-A community initiated

         17  zoning plan that we are voting on today.

         18                 This is a plan that residents of

         19  Chelsea have worked on for over 15 years, close to

         20  20 years, and the goal of this plan is to preserve

         21  the low-rise rent protected economically and

         22  racially integrated nature of Chelsea. It is a plan

         23  which residents themselves brought forward, the

         24  first ever completely community initiated 197-A

         25  plan, the plan which my neighbors began writing in
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          2  an effort to preserve our neighborhood.

          3                 I am very honored to get to be the

          4  Council Member today when we actually vote on it, so

          5  I must say I have only stepped in at the tail end of

          6  it, it has really been over a decade of work by my

          7  predecessor, State Senator Tom Duane, and by

          8  Community Board 4, by a particular member of

          9  Community Board 4, Ed Kirkland, who is standing

         10  against the wall there. And this really is an

         11  unbelievably historic and monumental day for

         12  Chelsea. It is something that at points in the 15

         13  years we thought might never happen.

         14                 I just want to give special thanks

         15  and recognition to Council Member Eisland and

         16  Council Member Walter McCaffrey.

         17                 Throughout the process some changes

         18  were made in the plan by different City agencies

         19  that didn't 100 percent meet the vision of our

         20  neighborhood. And Council Member McCaffrey and

         21  Council Member Eisland were very aggressive in

         22  making sure the plan ended up exactly as the

         23  neighborhood wanted it, meeting all of our goals,

         24  making sure that the printing industry could remain

         25  one of our neighbors and remain thriving in this
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          2  City.

          3                 So, in this vote, we are not only

          4  preserving Chelsea, we are preserving the printing

          5  industry, and I want to thank the Speaker's Office

          6  for their support, again, Council Member Eisland and

          7  Council Member McCaffrey who stood firm and strong

          8  for Chelsea and the printing industry throughout

          9  this process and made today a win/win for everyone.

         10                 Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

          6  Vallone.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All general

          9  orders are adopted by a 45 to nothing vote, with the

         10  exception of Intro. 965, adopted 44 in the

         11  affirmative, none in the negative, one abstention,

         12  and Land Use 4 modified, 45 in the affirmative, none

         13  in the negative, no abstentions.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 Now for the introduction and reading

         16  of bills.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I would ask that all

         18  bills be referred to the Committee as indicated,

         19  with the exception of the two on for immediate

         20  consideration.

         21                 Starting with Resolution 963, by

         22  Council Members Clarke and Pinkett. Calling for all

         23  New Yorkers to recognize August 14th as Pee Wee

         24  Reese Day in the City of New York in honor of the

         25  baseball great and American hero.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            71

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Council Member Clarke.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I just

          4  waive the reading and ask for unanimous consent.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Are there any

          6  objections to this immediate consideration?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Including

          8  asking all of my colleagues to sign on, it would do

          9  us all an honor.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All of those

         11  in favor, please say aye.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Opposed no?

         14                 By one to nothing the immediate

         15  consideration is adopted.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: So you can add the

         17  speaker, since I am the only one who voted.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: It was the

         19  Speaker's one, so --

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Resolution 965. By

         21  Council Members Dear and myself and Council Member

         22  Berman in conjunction with the Comptroller. Calling

         23  upon Burger King International to reverse its

         24  decision to cancel its franchise contract for a

         25  Burger King restaurant to operate a food court
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          2  counter stand in a mall in Ma'aleh Adumim, Israel.

          3                 I waive the reading and ask for

          4  immediate consideration.

          5                 Council Member Dear.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Are there any

          7  objections to this immediate consideration?

          8                 All of those in favor, please say

          9  aye.

         10                 THE QUORUM: Aye.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Opposed, no.

         12                 The immediate consideration is also

         13  adopted.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Now Council members

         15  can speak on any matter they wish, but I would like

         16  to start it off, number one, by thanking the Council

         17  Member who brought the first check for the Turkish

         18  Relief Fund, American Red Cross, Turkish relief

         19  fund. For those of you who can raise money in your

         20  own districts, or campaign or anything else like

         21  that, if you will bring it to my office for the next

         22  week, we will put all of the checks in at the same

         23  time.

         24                 Number two, I would like to wish

         25  everyone a Hashanah Tuva, a happy 5,766 year
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          2  birthday, to our Jewish brethren and anyone else who

          3  would like to make any other statement, this would

          4  be the time to do it.

          5                 Council Member Boyland.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is this part

          7  of the General Discussion, Councilwoman?

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Yes.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Okay, you will

         10  be called on. There is an order.

         11                 Are those all of the immediate

         12  considerations, Mr. Speaker?

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, they are.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         15  much. Now general discussion on any subject, the

         16  following members have asked to be recognized in

         17  this order, and then raise your hands toward the

         18  end.

         19                 In the order of McCaffrey, Carrion,

         20  Sabini, Stabile, Boyland, Watkins, Fisher, Clarke. I

         21  am sorry, Council Member Freed was second in that

         22  list, after Council Member McCaffrey.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Thank you

         24  very much, Mr. Public Advocate.

         25                 As we here today meet, the House of

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            74

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  Representatives is considering what we should be

          3  doing concerning a patient's bill of rights.

          4                 We have seen much discussion in the

          5  recent months in the halls of Congress as to what we

          6  have to do to be able to end up having our insurance

          7  companies use a more humane treatment for those who

          8  end up paying their premiums. And what we have seen

          9  time and time again is that individuals have been

         10  denied the type of benefits that they should be

         11  getting.

         12                 Indeed there is one study by the

         13  Kaiser Foundation that indicates that nine out of

         14  ten individuals who are subscribers have been

         15  denied, in the estimates of doctors, the type of

         16  health care services that they should receive.

         17                 Unless there is the ability to have

         18  those institutions that provide the insurance

         19  brought to heal, and that is by allowing financial

         20  remedies through lawsuits, they will never end up

         21  doing the right thing. That is simple truth. And we

         22  see a bipartisan coalition assembling in the House

         23  of Representatives to press this forward.

         24                 It is important that we help push

         25  that as across the nation individuals and countless
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          2  city councils and state legislators have individuals

          3  who come to our offices saying this is what we are

          4  facing by way of problems with our health care

          5  programs, insurance simply is not doing the right

          6  thing.

          7                 So, the patient's right to sue has to

          8  be solidified, has to be articulated in this federal

          9  legislation, that is what our Resolution 969

         10  advocates, I urge you all to support today.

         11                 Thank you, Mr. Public Advocate.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member McCaffrey.

         14                 Council Member Freed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         16                 I would just like to ask my

         17  colleagues to sign on to two bills I am introducing

         18  today.

         19                 One is Reso 967. This is calling upon

         20  the Congress of the United States to adopt HR 1849.

         21  That would require the US Attorney General to issue

         22  regulations that would determine the eligibility for

         23  persons seeking asylum for a gender-related

         24  persecution, and this includes the fear of female

         25  genital mutilation, which I think everyone remembers
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          2  was the case of Adelade Ubequa, who was kept in a

          3  federal detention center for I believe it was over

          4  two years. The fact that there were no regulations

          5  that were actually set to deal with this, this would

          6  call on the Attorney General to deal with it.

          7                 I am also asking people to take a

          8  look at Intro. 627. This, as I am sure everyone

          9  knows, this is my ferret bill that would allow

         10  residents of the City of New York to come in line

         11  with the residents of the rest of the State of New

         12  York and 48 other states, or 47, that allow people

         13  to keep domestic ferrets as pets. It requires

         14  ferrets to be spayed and neutered, and it requires

         15  them to be innoculated against rabies.

         16                 And I would just like to mention, we

         17  did a little press conference earlier today where I

         18  had Mark Marone, who is the animal expert who shows

         19  up twice weekly on Martha Stewart Living, and he had

         20  attempted to bring his ferret Splash, who is under

         21  contract with Martha Stewart, however, as we were

         22  about to have the press conference we were informed

         23  that we should expect the Police Department to take

         24  whatever actions were necessary and called for,

         25  i.e., we were afraid that they were going to
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          2  confiscate all of the ferrets at the press

          3  conference and presumably put them to death, so we

          4  actually had to send the ferrets away. But it is

          5  amazing to me that first we have a Health Department

          6  that knows so little about animals, they don't even

          7  know that ferrets have been domesticated for over

          8  3,000 years, even before cats, and they are the

          9  favorite pet in Japan and even Queen Victoria used

         10  to give them out as gifts. And they are great little

         11  animals for apartments in New York.

         12                 Anyway, I just think it says a lot

         13  about where the Health Department standards are and

         14  what they know about things, that they don't know

         15  about ferrets. It is clear that they weren't on top

         16  of the mosquito problem like they should have and I

         17  --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Time has

         19  expired.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Okay. Anyway, I

         21  urge everyone to go on that bill as well. Thank you.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         23  Council Member Freed.

         24                 Council Member Sabini.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Public Advocate. I rise today to alert my colleagues

          3  to a resolution I am introducing.

          4                 Without a lot of publicity, 350

          5  workers at the Domino sugar factory in Williamsburg,

          6  Brooklyn, have been on strike for a number of months

          7  against the Tate and Lyle British-owned

          8  multi-national.

          9                 Tate and Lyle operates in many

         10  countries around the world, and they are asking that

         11  union to accept nothing less than in effect a

         12  contract that would result in the busting of that

         13  union.

         14                 My resolution, Resolution 973, would

         15  ask the Council to support their workers and ask

         16  Tate and Lyle to negotiate in good faith.

         17                 Tate and Lyle has asked the union to

         18  accept the hiring of temporary workers, no guarantee

         19  pay, in other words, you would never know what

         20  salary you would be making week to week, no weekend

         21  pay, losing of holidays, frankly an unacceptable

         22  kind of situation, frankly an unacceptable solution

         23  of members of local 814, the ILA.

         24                 I have personal pride in sponsoring

         25  this resolution because my late father worked at
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          2  that Domino sugar plant in Williamsburg, and he was

          3  laid off as a result of actions of the previous

          4  owners in the early sixties and found himself in his

          5  forties without employment, a fairly scary thought

          6  for a blue collar laborer like my father was.

          7                 So, I urge my colleagues to look at

          8  this. The only way Domino sugar and its parent

          9  company Tate and Lyle are going to be brought to the

         10  bargaining table is if New Yorkers realize that what

         11  is going on on the waterfront of Williamsburg

         12  frankly stinks.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         15  Council member.

         16                 Council Member Stabile.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I speak on

         18  something I am very proud about, it is Intro. 632,

         19  the establishment of George Meany Boulevard in

         20  Howard Beach, Queens.

         21                 George Meany established the AFL-CIO,

         22  for people who don't realize that, I wish more of my

         23  colleagues would have stayed around to hear this. He

         24  also was the founder of Local Number 1 Plumbers

         25  Union which sits in the heart of my district.
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          2                 George Meany is a father in the labor

          3  movement. We all look for labor support when we are

          4  running for office, but then after the next three

          5  years we forget about it.

          6                 I am a Republican, which is supposed

          7  to be anti labor or anti-union, but I will tell you

          8  something, a man like George Meany deserves more

          9  than a street naming, he deserves a lot more.

         10                 Understand something, unions help the

         11  immigrants. Union is which took the immigrants from

         12  poverty to making a decent wage and educating their

         13  children and putting clothes on their backs. I ask

         14  all of my colleagues who look for union support to

         15  support Intro. 632. And I want to thank the Speaker

         16  for his help on this.

         17                 We are going to have a hearing I

         18  believe on this September 13th at 10:00 a.m. with

         19  the Parks Commission.

         20                 My second point is that George Meany

         21  not only was the establishment of the AFL-CIO, but

         22  Plumbers Local Number 1, but also stood up for the

         23  rights of men and women in this City and this

         24  country.

         25                 So, on behalf of Local Number 1, who
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          2  requested this, I am honored to carry this bill

          3  through the City Council, and I hope all of my

          4  members follow in suit.

          5                 The next bill I would like to speak

          6  on is -- two bills actually, is Resolution 974,

          7  which would bring cleaner Stage IV engines into the

          8  airports by the Year 2012. It should be the Year

          9  2000, we keep pushing this and pushing this, but we

         10  have to do something.

         11                 And the other one is the intro which

         12  is called "The Balloon Bill" 975, which would be

         13  quality of emissions in our own Council district as

         14  far as pollution done by cars, buses, even trains,

         15  anything that has any sort of fumes leaving it, the

         16  burning of the tracks or whatever and of course

         17  airplane fumes.

         18                 I hope my colleagues support both of

         19  these, but definitely the George Meany.

         20                 Thank you very much. To Local Number

         21  1 that is in the balcony, thank you for bringing

         22  this to my attention.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         24  Council Member Stabile.

         25                 In order, Council Member Boyland and
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          2  Watkins.

          3                 Would anyone else after that choose

          4  to be recognized?

          5                 Council Member Fisher and Clarke, I

          6  apologize.

          7                 So, Council Member Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Public Advocate.

         10                 Good afternoon, my colleagues that

         11  are still here, I was hoping that I could have more

         12  of my colleagues here to hear this because this is a

         13  very important issue.

         14                 As you know, I recently convened the

         15  Coalition known as the Communities United Against

         16  Gun Violence.  This Coalition consists of over 100

         17  religious leaders within the Central Brooklyn area,

         18  and it focused on several points, as well as youth

         19  members and youth organizations within my group, as

         20  a response to the shooting and the killing of an

         21  11-year-old boy within my district, Calvin

         22  McGuinnis.

         23                 This Sunday the clergy members have

         24  adopted Communities United Against Gun Violence,

         25  they will preach a word from their pulpit in terms
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          2  of a moralistic standpoint on what our communities

          3  need to do to start embracing and acknowledging this

          4  issue.

          5                 So, the clergies will have a sermon

          6  dedicated to the ills of gun violence this Sunday,

          7  the 12th.

          8                 Secondly, the Coalition will launch a

          9  lobbying effort aimed at enacting responsible gun

         10  control legislation in Albany and in Washington.

         11                 We intend to collect over 20,000

         12  postcards and letters signed by registered voters

         13  and send them to Albany and Washington, as well as

         14  visit all of the legislators in Albany and in

         15  Washington to enact this legislation.

         16                 Additionally, the resolution I am

         17  introducing today calls on Congress to pass the

         18  Children's Guns Violence Prevention Act. This Act

         19  includes provisions expanding the youth crime gun

         20  intervention initiative. Specifically the Act

         21  provides funding for cooperative, federal, state and

         22  local law enforcement agencies to trace guns to

         23  their original owners, therefore holding gun

         24  manufacturers responsible for the killings of our

         25  youth in our community.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: So,

          4  therefore, I am asking that we also increase the

          5  penalty for those who sell guns illegally to minors.

          6                 The previous legislation was asking

          7  for ten years, we are asking for that number to be

          8  increased 25 years.

          9                 So, therefore I am asking my

         10  colleagues, members of the community, members of the

         11  clergy, members of the youth communities to support

         12  the resolution 966 and also support the concept of

         13  communities united against gun violence.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Boyland.

         17                 Council Member Watkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: I would like

         19  to of course thank the Speaker and all of those who

         20  have been working on this health emergency caused by

         21  mosquitos.

         22                 On behalf of my constituents,

         23  particularly in Rockaway, I have to express their

         24  concerns. This is not a new problem, and all summer,

         25  every summer, but particularly this summer we have
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          2  been attempting to deal with this mosquito

          3  infestation.

          4                 Rockaway, particularly the Arvern

          5  section, was in the newspaper with residents who

          6  were unable to enjoy their new homes because they

          7  could not come outdoors this summer.

          8                 We were told, while dealing with the

          9  Health Department, that they could not spray. We

         10  were given all kinds of reasons, we were able to get

         11  some fogging done and so on.

         12                 I appreciate the fact that I have

         13  been able, with the cooperation of the Mayor's

         14  Office and Emergency Management, to have spraying in

         15  Rockaway tomorrow, but the question remains: What

         16  next? What follows after this? And why can something

         17  now be found to spray, which I am reading will not

         18  be hazardous to health, when all summer long, not

         19  only Rockaway, but Whitestone, Douglaston, all of

         20  the areas that are now suffering have been told that

         21  spraying was not a choice. It was not an option

         22  because it would be hazardous.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Ten seconds.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: So, we

         25  appreciate the fact that there is action being taken
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          2  now, but looking ahead to the future, we need a

          3  massive drive to look at this problem and work it

          4  out with the Health Department during the winter

          5  months so that come next spring and summer we are

          6  not faced with another tragic and uncomfortable

          7  situation.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          9  Council member.

         10                 Finally, Council Members Fisher and

         11  Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

         13  much, Mr. Public Advocate.

         14                 I want to return for a moment to the

         15  subject raised by Council Member Boyland, who I want

         16  to commend for the leadership that she is taking on

         17  the problem of gun violence in our City and across

         18  the country.

         19                 My colleagues, recent studies by the

         20  federal government have shown that upwards of half

         21  of the guns used by young people in the commission

         22  of crimes come from an unregulated gray market, a

         23  semi-legal market where guns are traded and then

         24  wind up in the hands of young people who use them to

         25  commit crimes. And this is a problem that requires
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          2  attention.

          3                 But all too often we lose sight of

          4  the faces of the victims of gun violence.

          5                 The young man that Council Member

          6  Boyland spoke about was 11 years old. We don't often

          7  memorialize young people in this Chamber, thank God

          8  we don't have to do it. I thought it was interesting

          9  and important, what the New York Times wrote about

         10  him. He was a young man who spent his time playing

         11  basketball in his free timed, watching television

         12  with his friends. He was a very polite young man,

         13  the neighbors said. He would open the doors for the

         14  women and the elderly for the people who lived in

         15  his building. His mother runs the lunch program at

         16  the community center of the building where he lived.

         17  He graduated in June from Public School 137 where he

         18  played drums in the band, and he would have started

         19  the sixth grade, Intermediate School 271 in

         20  September. He was nicknamed "Big Kell" because of

         21  his five foot nine inch frame, which made him a

         22  formidable player on the basketball court.

         23                 But do you know what happened? He was

         24  shot. He was shot and killed for sitting on the

         25  street corner in New York when he got caught between
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          2  the intended victims of gunfire and some drive-by

          3  shooters.

          4                 We can put an end to gun violence, we

          5  can put an end to gun violence if we get serious

          6  about an agenda to protect the young people of our

          7  City.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          9  Council Member Fisher.

         10                 Council Member Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         12  Public Advocate. I rise to put on record the

         13  gratitude that the Carnival Association has asked me

         14  to express and in fact the gratitude of the wider

         15  Caribbean American community, for the many calls and

         16  the many supportive words of encouragement that were

         17  given following the accidental death of the two

         18  young people and finally the 18-year-old, all of

         19  which were accidental.

         20                 We had hoped and we wished that we

         21  would never have to bury our young children, but in

         22  fact we just want to go on record as saying this was

         23  clearly accidental and not a part of any organized

         24  violence on behalf of any of the rebelers at the

         25  carnival. And so I want to express our thanks to all
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          2  New Yorkers who have been calling to express their

          3  sympathy, both with the families and to our

          4  community.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          7  Council Member Clarke.

          8                 Seeing no one else seeking to be

          9  recognized, and with five exceptions, seeing no one

         10  else, the Stated Meeting is concluded.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 3:05 p.m.)
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          3
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of September 1999.
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