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THE COUNCIL

Report of the Infrastructure Division

Kathleen B. Cudahy, Director

Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

International Intergroup Relations
Council Member Wendell Foster, Committee Chair

INT. NO. 759:





By: Council Members Warden, 

Golden and Foster; also Council Member O’Donovan

TITLE:





In relation to a street name, Governor 








Felix Watt IV Place, Borough of








The Bronx.

INTENT:





This legislation would add, through 








the posting of an additional sign, the 








name “Governor Felix Watt IV Place”








to Barnes Avenue between East 217th







Street and East 218th Street.

COMMENT:

The following biographical outline was provided by the Watt family.

Governor Felix Watt IV was born on September 25, 1926, to Irene R. Scott and Governor F. Watt III, in Detroit, Michigan.  Growing up in Detroit he attended Columbia Elementary School, Canton Middle School, and graduated from Northwestern High School.

Mr. Watt came to New York City in 1946 and a year later moved to the Northeast Bronx.

Mr.Watt was active in the community of the Northeast Bronx for many years.  He and his deceased wife, Linda, helped to form the Peoples Block Association and Governor Watt served as its President for almost twenty years.  The Association, which worked to improve the quality of life specifically in the East 216th to 218th Street blocks between White Plains Road and Bronxwood Avenue, became part of the Williamsbridge Federation.  At the time, Community Planning Boards were empowered with oversight responsibilities over local land use.  Mr.Watt became an active member of Community Board #12 where he served on the Public Safety Committee. 

In 1979, at the age of 53 Mr. Watt became totally blind due to experimental medications that he had taken as a child. With characteristic courage he did not allow this to deter him.  He continued to move forward with his life.  After becoming blind, Mr. Watt attended Columbia University where he received his Bachelor of Arts Degree.  He worked as a guidance counselor in many programs advising youth and adults.  He was the Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Bronx Independent Living Services (BILS), an agency that assists disabled people to become productive members of their communities in the Bronx.

Governor Watt’s home served as the first political campaign headquarters to candidate Larry Seabrook in his run for the New York State Assembly.  He was actively involved in Mr. Seabrook’s successful campaigns for State Assemblyman and State Senator as well as Lawrence Warden’s victories for the New York City Council.  Mr.Watt was often elected to the Judicial and State Committees of the Democratic Party in the Bronx.  He also served as a Vice President for the Bronx County Democratic Committee.

Mr.Watt was also active in the Northeast Bronx Cultural Committee which sponsored the Annual Unity Day Parade and Festival, and the Annual Christmas Tree lighting and celebration.

Mr.Watt also served on the Executive Committee of the Williamsbridge Branch of the NAACP as First Vice President and in other capacities for over eighteen years.  He was a fixture at the NAACP’s state, regional and national conventions where he was an integral part of the resolution committees at these conferences.  Mr. Watt also mentored students at Richard Green Middle School (M.S. 113) which was across the street from his home and also volunteered to work with the students of Evander Childs High School.  Governor Watt was the co-director of the Adolescent Vocational Educational program at MS 113 for many summers.

The “Governor” became famous for exhorting speakers at public meetings to “speak into the microphone” so he would be sure to capture their comments on the tape recorder, which he religiously carried everywhere.  Governor Watt IV loved life and did his best to improve conditions for all in the Bronx.  He will be sorely missed.

Governor Watt died on Sunday, August 15, 1999 at Our Lady of Mercy Hospital in the Northeast Bronx from a stroke.  Governor Watt IV leaves a brother, Anthony, a nephew, Fredrick Alfred and a host of friends, family and colleagues.

In recognition of the many years of devoted service that Mr.Watt gave to his Northeast Bronx Community it is fitting that Barnes Avenue, between East 217th Street and East 218th Street, be renamed “Governor Felix Watt IV Place” in his honor.

This local law shall take effect immediately.

UPDATE:
On June 22, 2000 the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International Intergroup Relations adopted Int. No. 759 by a vote of 8:0:0.

