
New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 786

Prime Sponsors:
By the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Member Restler

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to public notification regarding release of oil


Submitted by:
Public Advocate Williams

Justification:
Despite decades of progress towards cleaning New York City’s waterways, oil spills and related residue remain a significant hazard. Newtown Creek, in particular, is still recovering from a major spill of millions of gallons of oil from over half a century ago.[footnoteRef:1] This bill would require the City to report on oil spills, so that the public can be well informed and so local government can respond promptly if and when spills occur. [1:  https://www.motherjones.com/environment/2007/09/breathless-brooklyn-oil-spills-our-backyard/, https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/greenpoint-oil-spill-45-years-later/] 

