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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

          3  of New York, Proclamation.

          4                 Whereas: The Council, City of New

          5  York, is pleased and proud to recognize November

          6  19th, 2003 and National Geographic Information

          7  Systems Day in the City of New York; and

          8                 Whereas: All New Yorkers recognize

          9  the vital role that technology will play in the

         10  future growth and security of our great City; the

         11  use, management exchange of geographic information

         12  and technology are essential for effective

         13  decision-making at local, State and Federal

         14  governmental agencies; and

         15                 Whereas: Geographic information

         16  includes a variety of data that helps to identify

         17  and describe locations, such as street addresses,

         18  digital imagery, civil divisions, zip code

         19  boundaries, zoning types, environmental resources,

         20  latitude and longitude coordinates, census tracts

         21  and more; such data can be overlaid and analyzed by

         22  geographic information systems to identify patterns

         23  and relationships of real-world conditions that

         24  ultimately lead to better decisions and improved

         25  delivery of services; and
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          2                 Whereas: The Department of

          3  Information Technology and Telecommunications had

          4  the foresight to create the GIS utility, and this

          5  has been an incredible boon to our City. The GIS

          6  utility houses data that are of common interest to

          7  multiple City departments, as well as provide means

          8  for user communities to access GIS data stored in

          9  the central repository server; and

         10                 Whereas: As a result, City agencies

         11  have been able to "spatially enable" their

         12  databases. This allows them to visualize their data

         13  in a map-based environment and gain insights into

         14  the issues and problems they face on a daily basis;

         15  and

         16                 Whereas: The Municipal Arts Society,

         17  through its Community Information Technology

         18  Initiative; the New York Public Interest Research

         19  Group, through its Community mapping Assistance

         20  Project, and the Geographic Information Systems and

         21  Mapping Operations organization, a volunteer

         22  collaborative between representatives of local and

         23  regional government, academia, non-profits and the

         24  private sector, all promote and support the role of

         25  GIS in community planning throughout NYC, area
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          2  residents, businesses and community leaders can

          3  better visualize, analyze and communicate

          4  information about their environments in order to

          5  make informed planning decisions; therefore

          6                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          7  City of New York does hereby recognize November

          8  19th, 2003 as NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

          9  SYSTEMS DAY, in the City of New York.

         10                 Signed this 6th day of November in

         11  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         12  Speaker for the Entire Council; Gale Brewer, Council

         13  Member, 6th District, Manhattan.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Council Member

         15  Brewer, if you'd like to introduce our guests, we'd

         16  be appreciative.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much.

         19                 As Chair of the Select Committee on

         20  Technology in Government, and as somebody who feels

         21  very strongly that technology can help in planning

         22  our neighborhoods, I'm really proud today to

         23  commemorate the GIS day, and as you know it stands

         24  basically for geographic informations and computer

         25  programming and servicing and figuring out how maps
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          2  can make a difference in the laypersons' terms.

          3                 There are many people here but Jack

          4  Ikenbaum, who is a City employee, but more

          5  importantly somebody 20 years ago realized the

          6  importance of this and founded an organization

          7  called GISMO, which brings the public and the

          8  private sector together to figure out how to map and

          9  to make our communities a better place to live. So,

         10  I'm honored to have Jack say a few words.

         11                 MR. IKENBAUM: Thank you, Council

         12  Member Brewer. GIS people and their technology are a

         13  social glue that connects the disparate interests of

         14  individual firms, agencies and disciplines, and I

         15  feel very connected with my fellow recipients.

         16                 Most of my connectivity derives from

         17  coordinating GISMO, Geographic Information Systems

         18  and Municipal Operations, New York City's GIS user

         19  group.

         20                 My fellow coordinator Ben Miller, at

         21  Community Cartography, is also a good connector.

         22                 I have known Steve Romalusti and

         23  Christi Knight at NYPIRG for years as GISMO members,

         24  and it was in GISMO that Mr. Romalusti found many

         25  forms of support for the Community Mapping
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          2  Assistance Project. I am proud to be a Board member

          3  at CMAP.

          4                 I have been a member of the Municipal

          5  Arts Society for 20 years. Kent Parwick has been in

          6  leadership positions for most of that time, MAS has

          7  not only adopted new urban technology, but has

          8  spread its considerable influence to all boroughs

          9  and beyond in its mission to interpret and improve

         10  our unique urban fabric.

         11                 Mikali Birmingham is leading a team

         12  of GIS experts in an effort to make some of the

         13  community planning boards GIS literate.

         14                 One of these experts is Noreen

         15  Weisell, who is also GISMO's webmaster.

         16                 I met Gale Brewer a number of years

         17  ago, she became a GISMO member before becoming a

         18  City Council member, and didn't have to run for it.

         19                 I am delighted that Council Member

         20  Brewer understands the special advantages of GIS and

         21  is doing so much to promote GIS people have to

         22  contribute to the betterment of New York City.

         23                 Eight years ago the City Council

         24  Committee on Technology had its first GIS hearings.

         25  Ms. Marshall's recognition and the establishment of
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          2  a Citywide GIS office. So, you see, we are hardly

          3  strangers. So many of us will come to the tasks

          4  ahead of us with at least a technical camaraderie

          5  and often with shared experiences like GIS response

          6  to 9/11.

          7                 Thank you, Council Member Gale Brewer

          8  for bringing us together yet again. Thank you for

          9  illuminating a path we can follow to continue to

         10  serve New York City.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you all

         12  very much. I also want to extend our best wishes to

         13  DoITT, and particularly to Al Leightner, who is our

         14  Godfather of the GIS world.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you all so much

         16  for being here, we appreciate what you do for our

         17  City.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 Is Council Member Barron here? If he

         20  can come forward, and if you could fix the

         21  microphone, we'd be appreciative as well.

         22                 Charles, are you going to fix this

         23  thing. I just want you to know that it's going out

         24  on me and not just you.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Good evening.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Chancellor, how are

          3  you?

          4                 We're very honored today is CUNY Day,

          5  as well as GIS Day. We're very honored to have the

          6  Chancellor with us. It's actually CUNY Month. Every

          7  day this month is CUNY Month.

          8                 If the clerk could read the

          9  proclamation, we'd be appreciative.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         11  of New York, Proclamation.

         12                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         13  New York is pleased and proud to honor the City

         14  University of New York CUNY for its extraordinary

         15  contributions to the field of education; and

         16                 Whereas: The City University of New

         17  York, the nation's largest urban public university,

         18  comprises 11 senior colleges, six community

         19  colleges, a graduate school, a law school, and a

         20  medical school with over 208,000 degree-seeking

         21  students and an equal number of continuing education

         22  students enrolled throughout the five boroughs of

         23  the City of New York; and

         24                 Whereas: Since its founding, CUNY has

         25  been an integral part of our City's diverse social
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          2  fabric, providing access and opportunity to quality

          3  higher education, and awarding academic degrees from

          4  the associate through the doctoral level as well as

          5  certificate programs; and

          6                 Whereas: CUNY's alumni come from

          7  extraordinarily diverse backgrounds and excel in

          8  every field of human endeavor: among its

          9  distinguished graduates are: Jonas Salk, the

         10  discoverer of the polio vaccine; Laureate Roslyn

         11  Yalow; novelist Oscar Hijuelos, and Secretary of

         12  State Colin Powell; and

         13                 Whereas: CUNY's total impact on New

         14  York's economy tax base is over $13 billion

         15  annually, ten times the size of the University's

         16  budget, with faculty and graduates generating over

         17  $775 million in tax revenues; and

         18                 Whereas: As CUNY's mission of access

         19  and excellence continues to be of particular

         20  relevance and importance in the new millennium, CUNY

         21  seeks to build on this tradition with a restored

         22  faculty, a new Honor's College, collaborative

         23  partnerships with other educational systems, the

         24  private sector, labor unions, research centers, and,

         25  as such, continues its pursuit to "Educate the whole

                                                            12

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  people," as spoken by the founder of the Free

          3  Academy, Townsend Harris; now, therefore

          4                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          5  City of New York commends THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW

          6  YORK establishes November as CUNY MONTH and honors

          7  CHANCELLOR MATTHEW GOLDSTEIN for his dedication and

          8  service to education.

          9                 Signed this 6th day of November in

         10  the year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller,

         11  Speaker for the Entire Council; Charles Barron,

         12  Chair, Higher Education Committee, to say a few

         13  words.

         14                 Charles.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you very

         16  much, Mr. Speaker. This is a great day for CUNY.

         17  CUNY degree is highly valued now because of the work

         18  this City Council is doing along with the

         19  Administration, and Mr. Chancellor, I congratulate

         20  you on the work. We've got to continue moving

         21  towards free CUNY tuition system. Mr. Speaker, I

         22  didn't want you to think I would say something and

         23  make life easy for you, but we're going to move

         24  toward that but also move toward increasing the

         25  value of a CUNY degree, and we're very proud of the
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          2  graduates that come out of CUNY, so let's work

          3  together as a team and get this thing done.

          4                 Congratulations.

          5                 CHANCELLOR GOLDSTEIN: Thank you,

          6  Speaker Miller. Thank you, Chairman Barron, members

          7  of the Higher Education Committee of the City

          8  Council. There is not a governmental body that I am

          9  aware of that has been so consistently supportive of

         10  what we do at CUNY.

         11                 I don't think that we would be able

         12  to reach the challenges without your support and

         13  that is deeply appreciated.

         14                 Our standards are up and the rich

         15  diversity of the City is well represented at the

         16  University. We'll continue to move forward to make

         17  sure that this University satisfies all of the

         18  aspirations of the great people that are privileged

         19  to live in this City.

         20                 Thank you so much.

         21                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you.

         22                 Councilman Gennaro, here you are. I

         23  know we have some special guests, you can call them

         24  up. Council Member Weprin and Council Member Katz

         25  and me. Rabbi Chaim Schwartz, how are you, Reverend?
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          2                 REVEREND SCHWARTZ: Good.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: I would ask the Clerk

          4  to read the proclamation.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Council, City of

          6  New York, Proclamation.

          7                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

          8  New York is pleased and proud to join members of the

          9  New York City Jewish community in celebrating the

         10  70th anniversary of the Rabbinical Seminary of

         11  America, and to honor it for its outstanding service

         12  to the Queens community; and

         13                 Whereas: The Jewish community has

         14  informed world culture for millennia, producing

         15  intellectual and spiritual leaders, talmudic

         16  scholars, and Medieval philosophers whose

         17  contributions have enhanced and enriched numerous

         18  societies; and

         19                 Whereas: Maimonides, the Baal Shem

         20  Tov, Isaac Luria and Martin Buber -- these men of

         21  exceptional wisdom and moral insight are just a

         22  handful of the many illustrious Jewish thinkers who

         23  have been able to guide and instruct the Jewish

         24  people through some of the most difficult periods in

         25  their history; and
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          2                 Whereas: Founded in 1933, the

          3  Rabbinical Seminary of America continues in this

          4  great tradition of scholarship and religious

          5  studies; it is the oldest institute of higher

          6  learning in Queens/Long Island and is the third

          7  oldest Orthodox seminary in the United States; its

          8  Rabbinical Graduate Institute, known as "Lollel Ner

          9  David," was established in 1945 and is the oldest in

         10  New York City; and

         11                 Whereas: In August of last year, the

         12  Society opened a new campus in Kew Gardens Hills.

         13  Named in honor of the noted philanthropists Dr. Ira

         14  and Doris Kukin, the campus boasts of a

         15  state-of-the-art educational complex with study

         16  halls, classrooms, libraries, laboratories,

         17  athletic, dining and dormitory facilities; and

         18                 Whereas: Today, the campus is home to

         19  400 students, including high school students, Bais

         20  Midrash students and married students and Kollel

         21  scholars; the campus is also the main center for the

         22  Chofetz Chaim Torah Network of 60 affiliated

         23  institutions that provide Jewish education, outreach

         24  and inspiration to thousands of Jews in the U.S.,

         25  Canada and Israel every day; now, therefore
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          2                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

          3  City of New York honors join the RABBINICAL SEMINARY

          4  OF AMERICA for its extraordinary service to the City

          5  and the Queens community.

          6                 Signed this 6th of November in the

          7  year Two Thousand and Three, Gifford Miller, Speaker

          8  for the Entire Council; James Gennaro, Council

          9  Member, 24th District, Queens; David Weprin, Council

         10  Member 23rd District, Queens; Melinda Katz, Council

         11  Member, 29th District, Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER MILLER: Rabbi, we're so

         13  honored to have you here with us and are

         14  extraordinarily appreciative of what you do for New

         15  York City every day and make our City and our

         16  country stronger, and we'd be very appreciative if

         17  you'd say a few words.

         18                 RABBI: Thank you very much, Mr.

         19  Miller.

         20                 The seminary has been in Queens for

         21  almost 50 years. It's been in New York City since it

         22  was founded in 1933, and for 70 years we've been

         23  serving the youth of the City, and we've been

         24  preparing them for careers in community leadership.

         25  We hope with the assistance from everyone we will
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          2  continue for many years to come.

          3                 SPEAKER MILLER: It is an

          4  extraordinary place. I've been there myself of

          5  course a number of times, and I look forward to

          6  coming back and thank you all very much for

          7  everything. And thanks, of course, to my colleagues,

          8  particularly Jim Gennaro and David Weprin and

          9  Melinda Katz and all the members, Jackson and Gerson

         10  and all the members, thank you very much.

         11                 Council Member Lopez will say a few

         12  words. We have some other special guests we'd like

         13  to come forward, honoring the American Veterans For

         14  Equal Rights New York.

         15                 Okay, if the clerk could read the

         16  proclamation.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: The Council, City

         18  of New York, Proclamation.

         19                 Whereas: The Council of the City of

         20  New York is pleased and proud to honor the American

         21  Veterans For Equal Rights New York, for its

         22  exceptional service to veterans of our nation; and

         23                 Whereas: Much of our success as a

         24  nation - much of the peace and prosperity we take

         25  for granted -- is due in large measure to the
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          2  hard-fought success of our fighting forces, men of

          3  remarkable strength and character whose tremendous

          4  sacrifices helped shape the modern world,

          5  individuals whose legacy has ensured the safety,

          6  progress and prosperity of our country for

          7  generations to come; and

          8                 Whereas: Today, as we are joined by

          9  veterans from all walks of life and across the

         10  spectrum of the Armed Forces, we remember with

         11  special gratitude the sacrifices and heroic

         12  struggles of all the men and women who have served

         13  our country in defending the principles of freedom

         14  that have made our country great; and

         15                 Whereas: American Veterans for Equal

         16  Rights New York understands the valuable

         17  contributions that veterans have made to our nation.

         18  AVERNY is the New York Metropolitan area chapter of

         19  AVER, a national veterans organization dedicated to

         20  the fair and equitable treatment of all past and

         21  present members of the United States Armed Forces;

         22  and

         23                 Whereas: AVERNY devotes its efforts

         24  to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender rights

         25  education, particularly in promoting the rights of
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          2  LGBT American veterans who have served our country

          3  in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf,

          4  Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere; and

          5                 Whereas: American Veterans for Equal

          6  Rights New York continues to perform vital services

          7  on behalf of our nation's veterans; we owe a

          8  tremendous debt of gratitude to all veterans who

          9  have fought so valiantly to preserve democratic

         10  principles of freedom the world over and we are

         11  equally indebted to those organizations that aid our

         12  veterans in all aspects of their lives; now,

         13  therefore

         14                 Be It Known: That the Council of the

         15  City of New York honors AMERICAN VETERANS FOR EQUAL

         16  RIGHTS NEW YORK for its exceptional service to the

         17  veterans of our country.

         18                 Signed this 6th day of November in

         19  the year Two Thousand and Two.

         20                 Margarita Lopez, Council Member, 2nd

         21  District, Manhattan; Christine Quinn, Council

         22  Member, 3rd District, Manhattan; Philip Reed,

         23  Council Member, 8th District, Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER MILLER: We are so honored by

         25  your service to our country and so appreciative of
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          2  what you've accomplished, and I'd like to, before

          3  asking you to say a few words, I'd like to ask

          4  Council Member Lopez to say a few words.

          5                 Council Member Lopez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I just would

          7  like everyone who is in the Chambers right now to be

          8  silent and to give attention.

          9                 This is a very important moment in

         10  the history of this Chambers. Today, for the first

         11  time, we are recognizing the contribution of gay,

         12  lesbians, bisexual and transgendered members of the

         13  armed forces, who have given their life, who have

         14  fought for our freedom, who have defended our

         15  country. And for the first time in the history of

         16  this state, we are recognizing their contribution,

         17  their existence and how much they have done for our

         18  country.

         19                 I am very proud to be part of the

         20  body who chose to do that, and together with my

         21  colleagues I am proud to tell them, we are so proud

         22  of you and all the work that you have done for

         23  defending our freedom.

         24                 MR. MEYER: I'm Denny Meyer, President

         25  and Founder of American Veterans for Equal Rights
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          2  New York. The New York Chapter was founded one year

          3  ago on Veterans Day to serve the needs of lesbian,

          4  gay, bisexual, transgender and two spirit American

          5  Veterans throughout the metropolitan area.

          6                 Our veterans have courageously,

          7  honorably and privately served this nation in World

          8  War II, Korea, Vietnam, Persian Gulf, Afghanistan

          9  and even now in Iraq.

         10                 Despite having volunteered as

         11  patriots, we served in silence due to the unjust

         12  discrimination against gays in the military which

         13  continues to this day under the Don't Ask, Don't

         14  Tell policy.

         15                 Therefore, we welcome, with pride,

         16  the affirmation and recognition accorded us today by

         17  Council Member Margarita Lopez, Gifford Miller and

         18  of the entire New York City Council, and we look

         19  forward to the day when lesbian, gay, bisexual,

         20  transgender and two-spirit Americans have the right

         21  to live openly with dignity as they now do in the

         22  City of New York as a result of the social justice

         23  leadership of the New York City Council.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you. Thank you,
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          2  again. We're so appreciative of what you have done

          3  for our City and for our country. Come closer, we'll

          4  take a picture.

          5                 Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Stated

          7  Meeting of November 6th, please come to order.

          8                 Roll call.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

         14                 (No response.)

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Boyland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         19                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         21                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Present.

         25                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

          3                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

          5                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Espada.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          7                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

          9                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         11                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         13                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

         15                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

         17                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Proudly still

         19  here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jennings.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         11                 (No response.)

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

          7                 (No response.)

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Moskowitz.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Quinn.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Reyna.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sanders.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Serrano.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         13                 (No response.)

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Miller.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Here.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: A quorum is

         19  present.

         20                 We will have the invocation by Rabbi

         21  Chaim Schwartz.

         22                 All rise.

         23                 RABBI SCHWARTZ: Our God, and God of

         24  our Fathers, we stand here today in a citadel of

         25  democracy, where the elected representatives of our
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          2  citizens ponder and debate the future of our great

          3  City. Every neighborhood is represented, and every

          4  group has its voice.

          5                 Once upon a time these Council

          6  members were ordinary citizens. I question, with

          7  what supernatural gifts have our Council members

          8  been endowed to render them fitting to decide issues

          9  affecting millions of lives?

         10                 The Bible describes how in days of

         11  old God would render exceptional men and women with

         12  a special gift, the gift of prophecy, a Holy Spirit

         13  which enabled them to know what was the right path.

         14  The prophets became the leaders of the people.

         15                 Today we have no prophets. In fact,

         16  in my line of work, the best thing you can tell

         17  someone is that you are not for prophet.

         18                 Yet, without prophets, how are we to

         19  know what is best for the future of our City? A

         20  great Rabbi once answered that "God Almighty shares

         21  prophecy today with those who sincerely seek the

         22  truth, those who serve the community with honesty,

         23  integrity and sincerity. Their dedicated efforts day

         24  in and day out are blessed with Divine success."

         25                 Almighty God, grant the members of
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          2  our New York City Council assembled here today the

          3  wisdom, the foresight and the sensitivity to lead us

          4  well, guided with a truth and a spiritual light

          5  emanating from God's Divine spirit for the good of

          6  all the citizens of our great City, and let us say

          7  amen.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Gennaro.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes, Madam

         11  Public Advocate, I move that the invocation be

         12  spread in full upon the record.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So moved.

         14                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         17  Papers from the Mayor.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 769.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Housing and

         20  Buildings.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: M 770.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Land Use.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 771.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: At this point I'd ask

          9  the Clerk to call the roll on M 771.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         21                 (No response.)

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         25                 (No response.)

                                                            30

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: I'd like to

         14  vote aye, and if I may vote aye on all coupled

         15  orders and resolutions on the calendar today?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

         15                 (No response.)

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes. And I

         18  request unanimous consent to vote affirmatively on

         19  all items on the general order calendar.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

                                                            32

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         10                 (No response.)

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         18                 (No response.)

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         22                 (No response.)

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          8                 (No response.)

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: May I have

         11  unanimous consent, Madam Chair. I'd like to vote aye

         12  on all issues before us this evening, as I must

         13  depart on a previously established meeting.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

          4  Today's Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of

          5  40 in the affirmative and zero in the negative.

          6                 Communication from the Speaker.

          7                 SPEAKER MILLER: My colleagues, we're

          8  voting on a number of important pieces of

          9  legislation today. I'd like to cede a little bit of

         10  my time to the Chair to a couple of the committees

         11  that are affected.

         12                 First we'll start with the Chair of

         13  the Finance Committee, David Weprin.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you, Mr.

         15  Speaker.

         16                 Today we have before us legislation

         17  that will extend the billing date for the absentee

         18  landlord surcharge until at least March 1st, 2004,

         19  and require the Department of Finance to send out

         20  simple, checkoff certification forms, and I stress

         21  simple, to property owners who have not signed up

         22  for Star, so that they are absentee landlords, they

         23  can check off the appropriate box and not be

         24  responsible for the surcharge.

         25                 The forms will be sent to homeowners
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          2  with the surcharge bill so that instead of paying,

          3  they can certify that they are not absentee

          4  landlords.

          5                 For people who pay their taxes

          6  through mortgage escrow agents, through banks, and

          7  other lending institutions, the form will be sent by

          8  the escrow agent a long with their mortgage bill.

          9                 Even though the Mayor included the

         10  $44 million this surcharge would raise, and not only

         11  his preliminary, but his executive budgets, and the

         12  legislation we adopted in June imposing the

         13  surcharge, was introduced at the Mayor's request,

         14  his Finance Commission Martha Stark testified today

         15  at the Finance Committee that we should repeal this

         16  surcharge and personally blame the City Council for

         17  its implementation.

         18                 However, while we would like to be

         19  able to roll back the taxes necessitated by the

         20  Fiscal crisis, it seems to me that to the extent we

         21  have additional revenues, we should begin with

         22  low-income senior homeowners, or property owners in

         23  general, not with a group of landlords who have been

         24  lucky enough to have made money off of a lower

         25  property tax rate designed to encourage home
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          2  ownership.

          3                 Even with the surcharge, these

          4  landlords who are using their class one properties,

          5  solely for commercial purposes, will be paying lower

          6  property taxes than other landlords and even lower

          7  taxes than co-op and condo owners who live in their

          8  homes.

          9                 If the Mayor has found an extra $44

         10  million that we don't know about, we should be

         11  having a discussion about getting this money back to

         12  the people who really deserve it.

         13                 However, we also do not intend to

         14  allow people to be billed for a surcharge that they

         15  do not owe. So, delay in notifications provided for

         16  in this legislation will ensure that those who live

         17  in their homes or who did not receive rental income

         18  will either not be billed, or will have an

         19  opportunity at the time of the billing, to return a

         20  simple check form, instead of the surcharge payment,

         21  and I want to commend the Speaker Gifford Miller for

         22  his leadership on this issue.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

         24  Chairman. And let me just note, for anybody who

         25  wonders why it's difficult to get real property tax
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          2  equity in this City, it's the fact that the

          3  Department of Finance can't figure out whether

          4  people are living in their homes or not, can't get

          5  them to fill out a single piece of information

          6  saying is this your primary residence or is it not?

          7                 We've had incredible inequities in

          8  our property tax code for a long time. And that's no

          9  small part due to the fact that the Department of

         10  Finance simply can't get its business straight. This

         11  is not incredibly complicated. Do you live in your

         12  home or do you not? That's it. I'd say that's pretty

         13  easy. And the fact that the Department of Finance

         14  can't with ten months notice figure that out, is

         15  deeply troubling, deeply troubling.

         16                 So, we want to make sure that no one

         17  is taxed who hasn't been intended to be taxed, that

         18  everybody is taxed more fairly, that we keep

         19  incentives for home ownership, that we don't tax

         20  people who are owning commercial property any more

         21  than is fair, but why should they get a better deal

         22  than other homeowners, and why should they get a

         23  better deal than other commercial landlords?

         24                 If somebody can explain that to me, I

         25  would really be interested in listening.
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          2                 The second piece of legislation we're

          3  voting on today regards the subject of child

          4  support, debt payments, and I would like to ask the

          5  Chair of the Women's Issues Committee, Council

          6  Member Tracy Boyland, to say a few words on this

          7  subject.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you,

          9  Mr. Speaker.

         10                 I'm very proud today to stand before

         11  you, but first I'd like to thank some people that

         12  work with us. Mary Ellen Tripp from ACES, the

         13  Association of Child Enforcement and Support; Debbie

         14  Eckhert, from Legal Services of New York, that

         15  worked very closely with the Committee to put Intro.

         16  409, which limits the fee that child support

         17  collection agencies can charge parents, along the

         18  lines suggested by various state laws.

         19                 This legislation will also prevent

         20  these companies for collecting fees for money that a

         21  government entity collects already and requires

         22  companies to disclose the terms of their contract.

         23                 This is not just about deadbeat dads,

         24  this is about predatory companies that come forth

         25  and prey upon women and children to say that they
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          2  will collect child support for them but yet they do

          3  not receive their fair percentage.

          4                 So, Mr. Speaker, Council Member Eric

          5  Gioia, Council Member Phil Reed and the Women's

          6  Issues Committee, thank you for working very

          7  diligently on this issue, and we hope that we can

          8  have everyone's support on this as we begin to move

          9  forward.

         10                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: And that concludes

         12  the communication from the Speaker.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         14  of General Orders.

         15                 Council Member Gentile.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I rise to support Intro. 409-A

         19  introduced by the Women's Issues Committee and

         20  Council Member Boyland, our Chair of that Committee.

         21  Certainly this issue of child support payments and

         22  debt collection agencies is something that I've

         23  worked on for many years, almost 20 years ago

         24  working for the Office of Child Support Enforcement.

         25  I understand the problem that many single parent
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          2  families face in terms of collecting child support,

          3  but now we have the new issue of debt collection

          4  agencies that are taking single parents for a ride,

          5  so-to-speak, and really soaking them of the money

          6  that they deserve, from child support payments.

          7                 This bill, this proposed intro, will

          8  at least address some of those issues by making the

          9  parents aware of the New York City debt collection

         10  service that we do free of charge, and also will do

         11  some type of licensing and coordination of these

         12  agencies.

         13                 Now, of course, with the Internet

         14  there may be some groups that are beyond our reach,

         15  but at least this is a good start and something that

         16  I think is long overdue. So, I urge my colleagues to

         17  join me in supporting Intro. 409-A, and I want to

         18  thank our Chair of our Committee, Council Member

         19  Boyland, for her leadership on this issue.

         20                 Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         22  Member Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Madam Public

         24  Advocate, and colleagues, I am absolutely stunned

         25  and shocked to hear that the Mayor or the Mayor's
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          2  representative would recommend a repeal of the

          3  absentee landlord surcharge.

          4                 As the Speaker has indicated, it is

          5  only fair to charge commercial owners of property

          6  the same whether they own a six-unit building or a

          7  one- or two-unit building. If we have an extra $44

          8  million in property taxes that we can give back,

          9  let's give it back to those who really cannot afford

         10  to pay, including senior citizens on fixed income

         11  who may own their homes for many years and need that

         12  money.

         13                 The fact is that this Council

         14  proposed the absentee landlord surtax in a

         15  recognition that one- and two-family homeowners do

         16  get a break, but that break should not be extended

         17  to those commercial owners, who don't get a break

         18  when they own a six-family building or a 20-family

         19  building.

         20                 It's the first step at some

         21  rationalization of the real property tax system and

         22  now we have the Mayor, now we have the Mayor saying

         23  that we should repeal that.

         24                 I can tell you I think as every

         25  member of this Council that has much more important
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          2  uses for $44 million than to give it back to people

          3  who get a break that, frankly, they don't deserve,

          4  because they should be treated equally.

          5                 We have an equal protection clause in

          6  the Constitution. Why should we treat someone who

          7  owns investment property that happens to be a one-

          8  or two-family home differently than someone who owns

          9  investment property that may be a five- or

         10  six-family home. It violates equal protection. What

         11  this Council did is something it should be

         12  congratulated for. I know a lot about this. I've

         13  worked on this for over 20 years. I worked on a

         14  special commission on real property taxes in the

         15  State Assembly.

         16                 I want to congratulate the Speaker

         17  and this body for what they did and say the Mayor

         18  should indeed be ashamed of himself for recommending

         19  a repeal of this measure.

         20                 There's no difficulty in determining

         21  where someone lives, the IRS does it, the State tax

         22  people do it, the rent control and rent

         23  stabilization people do it, it's nonsense to say

         24  that it cannot be determined.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Fidler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I want to

          4  share some of the outrage that you just heard from

          5  Council Member Koppell and some of the other

          6  speakers about today's performance by Commissioner

          7  Stark at the Finance Committee hearing.

          8                 I am not backing away from the

          9  absentee landlord surcharge and I don't think this

         10  body should either. It's the first step in making

         11  the real property tax system in the City a little

         12  fairer. And all I've heard from the Administration

         13  on this subject is the nonsense and gobbly-gook that

         14  has confused and frightened the taxpayers in this

         15  City. It is such a no-brainer that all you need to

         16  do is send out a form check off I live in my

         17  property or my relatives live in my property, or for

         18  one of the exemptions, certify it under penalty of

         19  perjury the same way as they accept unincorporated

         20  business tax filings of the Department of Finance or

         21  the State or Federal Government accept my signature

         22  on my tax return.

         23                 And then we find cheaters by doing

         24  random audits. They have made this complicated, they

         25  have made it ridiculous, they clearly have an agenda
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          2  to set this tax up to fail, and when Commissioner

          3  Stark told me I had 9,000 some odd people in my

          4  district who appeared to be eligible for the

          5  surcharge, I asked her if she'd also tell me how

          6  many seniors live in my district on fixed incomes

          7  who we could be giving property tax to, property tax

          8  relief to who really need it.

          9                 That's what they should be focusing

         10  on. That's what they should be doing, and they

         11  should be figuring out a way to administer something

         12  that really is kind of simple to administer, instead

         13  of trying to find excuses, and that is why we need

         14  to pass Intro. 599 and 600 today.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Gioia.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Thank you,

         18  Madam Public Advocate. I'm urging all my colleagues

         19  to vote for Intro. 409-A, and I'd also like to thank

         20  my colleague Tracy Boyland for her leadership on

         21  this issue.

         22                 This legislation stems from

         23  investigation done by my committee, the Committee on

         24  oversight investigation, for child support

         25  collection agencies.

                                                            45

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 All too often single parents, more

          3  often than not women, single moms, go before these

          4  agencies in their most desperate times to try to get

          5  the resources that their children need, deserve and

          6  are entitled to by law, and they're forced to sign

          7  contracts that are terribly imbalanced and put them

          8  in a bad way.

          9                 These agencies which are actually

         10  providing a public good too often hurt the people

         11  they're trying to help the most.

         12                 These bills, this package of bills is

         13  designed to shine some sunlight on agencies that are

         14  currently not regulated and a system that is in

         15  desperate need of both regulation and sunlight.

         16                 So, I urge all my colleagues to stand

         17  in the corner of these young children and these

         18  single parents and vote yes.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing that

         21  there's no one else, Report of Special Committees.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         24  Standing Committees.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the
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          2  Committee on Finance.

          3                 Preconsidered Intro. 599.

          4                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

          5  General Order Calendar.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          7  Committee on Land Use.

          8                 Intro. 596.

          9                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         10  General Order Calendar.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 508 and

         12  companion Reso 127.

         13                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: M 770.

         15                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled to be filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 436 and

         17  companion Reso 1142.

         18                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         19  General Order Calendar.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 437 and

         21  companion Reso 1143.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled on the

         23  General Order Calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 438 and

         25  companion Reso 1144.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 450 and

          4  companion Reso 1145.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 490 and

          7  companion Reso 1146.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 496 and

         10  companion Reso 1147.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 499 and

         13  companion Reso 1148.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 517 and

         16  companion Reso 1149.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 519 and

         19  companion Reso 1150.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 554 and

         22  companion Reso 1151.

         23                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 555 and

         25  companion Reso 1152.
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          2                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 557 and

          4  companion Reso 1153.

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 558 and

          7  companion Reso 1154.

          8                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 559 and

         10  companion Reso 1155.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 560 and

         13  companion Reso 1156.

         14                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 561 and

         16  companion Reso 1157.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: LU 562 and

         19  companion Reso 1158.

         20                 SPEAKER MILLER: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

         22  Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation,

         23  Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disabled Services.

         24                 Intro. 261-A.

         25                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid
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          2  over.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          4  Committee on Transportation.

          5                 Intro. 261-A.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and laid

          7  over.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reports of the

          9  Committee on Women's Issues.

         10                 Intro. 409-A.

         11                 SPEAKER MILLER: Amended and coupled

         12  on the General Order Calendar.

         13                 Commissioner of Deeds. You've got to

         14  say Commissioner of Deeds.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Resolution

         16  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: That would be coupled

         18  on the General Order Calendar.

         19                 This is when I would ask the clerk to

         20  call the roll on all items coupled on the General

         21  Order Calendar.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Boyland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: May I be

          8  excused to explain my vote?

          9                 Madam Public Advocate, may I be

         10  excused to explain my vote.

         11                 It would be nice if you said yes.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13  Sorry.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Thank you.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: We're trying

         16  to find out what happened to the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Oh, okay.

         18                 I just want to urge my colleagues to

         19  a yes vote on the child support legislation that we

         20  put forth today. A lot of energy and a lot of time

         21  went into it. So, we ask that you vote yes on

         22  proposal Intro. No. 409-A.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          3                 (No response.)

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Espada.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

         18  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

         19  explain my vote?

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Thank you.

         22                 I'm going to vote aye on all coupled

         23  general orders, with the exception of preconsidered

         24  Intro. 599.

         25                 With regards to that, I guess it was

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  late June when we were in this chambers and we

          3  talked about the absentee landlord surcharge, and

          4  myself along with my two colleagues opposed the

          5  absentee landlord surcharge and we did it based upon

          6  a few reasons: One, that we thought it would be very

          7  difficult for the Department of Finance to handle,

          8  and second, because we knew that this surcharge

          9  would actually be a tax and a burden on tenants.

         10  One-, two-, and three-family homeowners are not

         11  covered under rent stabilization laws, and

         12  ultimately this tax is going to wind up being a

         13  pass-through, so it is not hurting those who I think

         14  this Council wanted to make sure paid an additional

         15  fee.

         16                 So, I urge this Council and this body

         17  to move forward and to repeal this tax. I don't

         18  think it should have ever been voted in the first

         19  place, and now as time has passed I think many of us

         20  are realizing the negatives regarding this absentee

         21  landlord surcharge. So, I really hope that this

         22  Council will move in that direction.

         23                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Yes on all,

          6  with gratitude to the Women's Committee and its

          7  great Chair Tracy Boyland for Intro. 409.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes to all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jennings.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER JENNINGS: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Madam Public

         18  Advocate, to explain my vote?

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Since all the

         21  flurry happened, since all of this happened in the

         22  newspapers about a month ago with the Star

         23  application and the absentee landlord surcharge and

         24  everyone became aware of it, I have to tell you, it

         25  has probably been the number one issue in my
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          2  district office over the last month.

          3                 It has sent an entire flurry through

          4  my entire district, especially the senior citizens,

          5  because much of the discussion is focused on getting

          6  onto the Internet and printing out the application

          7  for the enhanced Star so that you don't get the

          8  absentee landlord charge. So, I do want to thank

          9  your Speaker and our Finance Chair for really taking

         10  the initiative in sending a very clear message to

         11  the Mayor that we cannot just expect the people are

         12  going to be able to figure this all out when the

         13  City hasn't.

         14                 So, we need the time to be able to

         15  figure this out. We need to send a clear message to

         16  them that our folks who are one to three, two-,

         17  three-family homeowners, are not absentee landlords,

         18  need a very clear definitive way to tell the City

         19  not to charge them the 25 percent surcharge. And I

         20  vote yes on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye on

          7  all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Moskowitz.

          9                 (No response.)

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Perkins.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Starting

         19  Intro. 599, I also have had a huge outcry in my

         20  district, and, you know, they say hindsight is

         21  always 20/20. I think that when we were discussing

         22  this bill we did not look into many of the issues,

         23  we probably didn't see many of the issues. We

         24  ultimately wanted to design it as a tax that would

         25  be a relief for our senior citizens in helping them
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          2  with their real estate taxes, that didn't come to

          3  be. We also put it out there as most of the absentee

          4  landlords were folks that did not live in our City,

          5  did not live in our district. That also is not true.

          6                 I don't think that a three-month

          7  extension is helpful. I think it clouds the issue. I

          8  think we have to start right now looking at this

          9  bill and either amending it or getting rid of it.

         10                 So, I think that I have to send a

         11  message to my constituents that having revisited the

         12  absentee landlord legislation, I am opposed to it.

         13                 I vote no to Intro. 599, and yes on

         14  all other legislation.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Madam Public

         19  Advocate, I vote aye on all Land Use Matters, and I

         20  vote aye on everything else.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: I'd like to seek

         24  permission to vote aye on all Land Use, and I vote

         25  aye on all the other, on coupled general orders.
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          2  Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

          6                 (No response.)

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Permission to

          9  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I just want to

         12  say that Intro. 596, and to thank all our colleagues

         13  for voting on this and to the chairs of the

         14  committees, and Councilman Tony Avella and

         15  Councilwoman Katz, and Chairman Liu, because this is

         16  so important to the boroughs, and particularly into

         17  Queens, and it absolutely stops a disaster, and it's

         18  a disaster that is really being stopped.

         19                 So, I thank everybody, and I vote aye

         20  on all. Thank you.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.
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          2                 (No response.)

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Mr. Miller.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER:  I vote aye.

          7                 I just want to note again on the

          8  subject of this, the absentee landlord surcharge.

          9  The purpose here again, let's be clear, there's a

         10  reality to how much money we gather into the

         11  property tax code, and you cannot give tax cuts to

         12  some and not have it come out of our bottom line.

         13                 If the Mayor wants to give a tax

         14  break to absentee landlords, instead of seniors with

         15  fixed incomes, he's entitled to his view, but I

         16  don't agree. And there is no question that this is

         17  information which the Department of Finance can

         18  gather. In fact, they gather it every day for class

         19  two. We don't charge commercial landlords of class

         20  two apartments the same rate as we charge homeowners

         21  of class two apartments. How is it that they gather

         22  this extraordinarily difficult to understand

         23  information? What does the Department of Finance do

         24  to figure out whether or not an apartment is a co-op

         25  or a condo or a commercial landlord?
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          2                 I'm amazed. I'm impressed that they

          3  can do this. It's incredible.

          4                 I would suppose that they ask. I

          5  would imagine that they just simply say are you a

          6  co-op or condo, or are you another type of class two

          7  apartment building? And they can figure it out for

          8  class two, but for some reason there's no reason

          9  that we can allow or figure out a way that can

         10  provide an incentive for home ownership among class

         11  one. Why is that that we have to tax all class one

         12  buildings the same, whether they're homeowners or

         13  not? What's happening here is that homeowners are

         14  getting ripped off, that's what's happening. And

         15  this Council, for the first time in over 20 years

         16  stood up and did something difficult to bring

         17  property tax, greater property tax equity, and the

         18  moment that things get a little bit tough, because

         19  the Department of Finance can't figure out how to

         20  ask a simple question, people want to cut and run.

         21                 Well, that's not standing up for the

         22  homeowners of this City. That's not standing up for

         23  the seniors on fixed incomes on this City, and

         24  that's not standing up for common sense.

         25                 This Department is capable of asking
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          2  a simple question and bringing greater fairness to

          3  our property tax system, or we ought to bring

          4  somebody else in here who can actually create better

          5  equity in our property tax system.

          6                 This is not a hard question. It's not

          7  a hard matter, and I just want to note that I want

          8  to be clear. It's not -- this is not just so easy as

          9  you just get to be for one for all the good stuff

         10  and not for the bad stuff. If you're for appealing

         11  the absentee landlord surcharge, what you're saying

         12  is, I don't want to give a tax break. We've got $44

         13  million. I don't want to give a tax break to

         14  single-family homeowners, I don't want to give a tax

         15  break to co-op and condo owners who are paying even

         16  more, I don't want to give a tax break to seniors on

         17  fixed incomes, I don't want to give a tax break to

         18  people that are on the earned income tax credit, I

         19  don't want to give a tax break to unincorporated

         20  businesses who pay too much. I don't want to give a

         21  tax break -- I want to start with $44 million to

         22  give to a group of people who have been paying the

         23  same rate as single-family homeowners for a reason

         24  that nobody in this City has been able to give me.

         25  Why is it that we tax homeowners of class two
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          2  apartments less than we tax commercial landlords of

          3  class two apartments but we don't want to do it for

          4  class one's? When somebody gives me an answers to

          5  that, it's better then, uh, we can't figure it out.

          6  That's when I'll be willing to start with absentee

          7  landlords as the place that we're going to give some

          8  tax relief to.

          9                 It is an astonishing lack of

         10  priority, and an enormous indictment of the

         11  Department of Finance that they can't ask a single

         12  question and get a simple answer.

         13                 And if they have to respond by taxing

         14  extra, a group of people who deserve a tax break now

         15  and the Department of Finance hasn't been able to

         16  give it to them. That is what's happening. It's

         17  amazing. It is incompetence at its most

         18  unacceptable, and lack of priorities at its least

         19  explicable.

         20                 So, I would ask all my colleagues to

         21  think we ought to start the tax relief for absentee

         22  landlords, to think a little bit more about the

         23  people that are really getting burdened in this City

         24  right now, and think more about the recovery that we

         25  ought to be building for.
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          2                 I thank all my colleagues for their

          3  attention. And I vote aye. I think I voted aye, did

          4  I not? I vote aye.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

          6  today's General Order Calendar were adopted by a

          7  vote of 42 in the affirmative, zero in the negative,

          8  zero abstentions, with the exceptions of Intro. 599,

          9  which is adopted by a vote of 40 in the affirmative,

         10  two in the negative, zero abstentions. And revised

         11  Land Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 42 in

         12  the affirmative, zero in the negative.

         13                 I'd like a moment to make an

         14  announcement, please.

         15                 I'd like you all to stand and sing

         16  happy birthday to our Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER MILLER: I just want to note

         18  that 34 years ago I was born on Geographic

         19  Information Systems Day.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Mr. Speaker,

         21  let me see the wrinkles.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Oh, they're here.

         23  Lot's of surgery. Surgery can do amazing things.

         24                 I just want to take a moment -- oh,

         25  we have resolutions, don't we?
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Yes, we have

          3  Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          4                 Okay, Introduction and Reading of

          5  Bills.

          6                 SPEAKER MILLER: All items are

          7  referred to the committee as indicated on the

          8  schedule.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         10  of resolutions.

         11                 Council Member Nelson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: In honor of my

         13  birthday is coming up in two weeks, and where's the

         14  cake.

         15                 Just briefly, Resolution 1065 and

         16  1066, what this in a nutshell would do, would help

         17  our veterans to receive benefits and in some cases

         18  not have to give up one benefit to get another

         19  benefit. And it would also, 1066 would reduce the

         20  backlog of claims to benefits, that the Department

         21  of Veterans Affairs has been stalling.

         22                 So, look at 1065, 1066, help all of

         23  our men and women who are today -- will need this in

         24  the future while they're fighting and dying in Iraq,

         25  and all of our soldiers who made it back here.
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          2                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          4  nobody else, can we vote on the resolutions?

          5                 SPEAKER MILLER: Sure.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Resolution

          7  1065. All in favor.

          8                 Opposed?

          9                 Adopted.

         10                 Resolution 1066.

         11                 In favor?

         12                 Opposed?

         13                 Adopted.

         14                 Resolution 1135.

         15                 In favor?

         16                 Opposed?

         17                 Adopted.

         18                 General Discussion. Mr. Speaker.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER: Thank you, Madam

         20  Public Advocate.

         21                 I just want to take this moment to

         22  congratulate all of my colleagues on being reelected

         23  to the New York City Council. I told you all we'd be

         24  back and we're all coming back. Congratulations to

         25  all of you, and I think it's been an extraordinary
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          2  two years, and I'm so glad that the voters of this

          3  City recognized the City Council for its

          4  accomplishments individually and collectively.

          5  Congratulations to you all.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Felder.

          8                 Council Member Weprin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I rise today to address an issue of

         12  critical importance to the citizens of New York

         13  City. It is not a quality of life issue I speak of,

         14  but it is indeed a life issue. It deals with our

         15  ability to address the health issues of our

         16  constituents, be they physical or psychological

         17  concerns.

         18                 I speak today of Timothy's Law. It is

         19  a vital piece of legislation that has been

         20  introduced in the New York State Assembly, passed,

         21  and now awaits action in the New York State Senate.

         22                 Timothy's Law is named in memory of

         23  Timothy O'Clare, and I had Timothy's parents here

         24  yesterday. Like every piece of legislation that

         25  bears the name of an individual, its genesis is
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          2  based upon a tragedy that now emerges as a social

          3  issue. Timothy O'Clare was the youngest of three

          4  children in the family which resided in Schnectedy,

          5  New York. Over the years Timothy was diagnosed with

          6  depression, attention deficit, hyperactivity

          7  disorder and oppositional defiance disorder.

          8                 The O'Clare family had many problems

          9  getting much needed mental health services, due to

         10  the limits and high cost of their mental health

         11  coverage.

         12                 On March 16th, 2001, seven weeks

         13  before his 13th birthday, Timothy took his life, and

         14  the O'Clare family was confronted with the worst

         15  possibility that could confront any parent and that

         16  is burying your young child, or your only child.

         17                 In New York State mental health

         18  coverage is being cast as a stepchild in the overall

         19  world of health services. This inequity has been

         20  tragically highlighted by the death of Timothy

         21  O'Clare.

         22                 The current Senate Bill No. 5329

         23  sponsored by Senator Libis, will end the

         24  discriminatory policy providing benefits or coverage

         25  based upon whether their patients' illness or
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          2  condition is physical or psychological.

          3                 In New York State insurers currently

          4  limit the number of inpatient and outpatient mental

          5  health visits per year and charge higher

          6  deductibles, co-payments and co-insurance for mental

          7  health and substance abuse treatment than they do

          8  for treatment of physical health services.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Time,

         10  Council member.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I'm going to

         12  sum up.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: The New York

         15  State Assembly passed this legislation on June 4th,

         16  2003, 33 states have also passed parity legislation,

         17  with minimum or no premium --

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         19  Member, time, please.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: I urge you to

         21  join with me and Council Member Margarita Lopez to

         22  support Resolution Number 1138 on the agenda today.

         23  Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Barron.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate.

          4                 I just want to rise to ask the City

          5  Council to remember the Jeffrey Davis, James Davis

          6  family in their prayers. Jeffrey Davis just finished

          7  a grueling campaign. He never really got a chance to

          8  really grieve his brother's loss, he had to go right

          9  into politics and he got a bum rap in the press. He

         10  did the best he can. So you pray for the family as

         11  now they'll have a chance to properly grieve and I

         12  want to congratulate him for getting 3,000 votes.

         13  Somebody out there appreciated his effort. And I

         14  want a recount of the 13,000 votes that Tisch James

         15  got, I think the machines were broken. No, I'm just

         16  kidding. Just kidding. But I think -- calling for a

         17  hearing for a recount on the votes. But I think that

         18  we want to congratulate Tisch James for her efforts.

         19                 But I also rise to ask you, my

         20  colleagues, to sign onto Resolution 1132, which

         21  calls for the City Council to strongly oppose

         22  President Bush's nomination to the Federal Court of

         23  Appeals of Judge Janice Rogers Brown, also another

         24  of the President's attempts to stack the Court with

         25  right wing conservatives, even though they may
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          2  appear in black and brown faces.

          3                 We've already got Clarence Thomas, we

          4  don't need another. They still articulate an agenda

          5  that's anti people of color, anti-working class,

          6  anti-union. Judge Brown, through her many decisions,

          7  has strong biased views and has no reason to be on

          8  this Court which is a stepping stone to the Supreme

          9  Court.

         10                 People of American Way said no,

         11  women's groups said no, the Black Congressional

         12  Caucus has said no, and the mighty voice of this

         13  City Council must say no.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         16  Member Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you

         18  very much, Madam Public Advocate.

         19                 First I want to take a moment to give

         20  a round of applause to P Diddy for the fact that not

         21  only did he finish the marathon, but more

         22  importantly, more importantly, no, he did not beat

         23  me, but more importantly, he raised $2 million for

         24  the public schools for the children of this City.

         25  So, give him a round of applause. And I do that, I
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          2  say that, in comparison to our Mayor who spent $2

          3  million to try to undermine the democratic process,

          4  in terms of non-partisan elections.

          5                 And, so, I think that he's worthy of

          6  that. I, as you know, did run the marathon and I

          7  wanted to use that experience as I commend our

          8  Speaker and our colleagues for joining us in support

          9  of the Intro. 101 lead poisoning bill. We're happy

         10  that the Speaker is on-board. We're very happy for

         11  the struggles that the parents and their children

         12  have pursued to get us to this point. But one of the

         13  things I realized in the marathon is that believe it

         14  or not, the first 43 miles are the easiest, and that

         15  the hardest part of the marathon is still to come,

         16  and so we're hopeful that our Mayor who spent $2

         17  million on non-partisan elections will this time

         18  vote yes in terms of a non-partisan lead-safe city

         19  as far as children are concerned. So, we're hopeful

         20  that that will happen as soon as possible.

         21                 Thank you very much.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         23  Member DeBlasio.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         25  Madam Advocate.
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          2                 I just want to draw the attention of

          3  my colleagues to Resolution 1133. This was

          4  introduced today. I want to thank my colleagues Mike

          5  Nelson, Lew Fidler, Jim Gennaro, Helen Sears,

          6  Melinda Katz, David Yassky and David Weprin who all

          7  joined in promoting this.

          8                 This is to condemn the absolutely

          9  despicable comments of the outgoing Prime Minister

         10  of Malaysia Mahathir Mohamad in describing what he

         11  saw as Jewish domination of the world. They were

         12  extremely anti-Semitic comments, they were

         13  inappropriate in any setting, they happened to be

         14  made at the Islamic Summit Conference. I think it

         15  would be a good thing for people all over this

         16  country to condemn this comment and in fact all over

         17  the world.

         18                 And you know, it's a rarity that we

         19  here in the City Council might be concerned with the

         20  actions of the Malaysian Prime Minister, and I have

         21  to say this gentleman over 22 years in power really

         22  singled himself out as consistently filled with hate

         23  and negativity and particularly anti-Semitism and we

         24  have to renounce it and send the message to all

         25  world leaders and people of the United States of
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          2  America, not just our leaders, but people of the

          3  United States of America will always stand up

          4  against anti-Semitism and every other form of

          5  bigotry.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Nelson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Thank you. I'd

         10  just like to add to that, too.

         11                 I have a beef with that whole thing

         12  of the domination, because I don't know where my cut

         13  of this is. I haven't heard about a thing, anything

         14  at all, me getting part of the domination. This

         15  nonsense, this continuation of the protocols of the

         16  elders of Zion and those of you who may be a fan of

         17  what he said, well, you're right there with Minekof

         18  and Hitler's responses to a lot of the world's

         19  situations as well.

         20                 So, anybody of goodwill, all who

         21  claim to be against racism of any form, should stand

         22  up and be counted here as well, or you are a

         23  hypocrite and should be ashamed of yourself.

         24                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Brewer.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

          4  much. Two things: One, I want to congratulate Bill

          5  Perkins for running in the marathon and finishing,

          6  that's very, very impressive.

          7                 Second, I want to mention Intro. 601,

          8  which I've introduced, basically calling as an

          9  environmental measure for those stores in the summer

         10  months that have air conditioning going, something

         11  simple, to close the door so that we have better

         12  energy efficiency and hopefully forego any blackout

         13  in the future.

         14                 And then third, I want to mention

         15  that Geographic Information Systems Day is coming

         16  up. It means computer programming and I want to

         17  honor those who for the last 15 years have been

         18  talking about planning in this way, and we gave a

         19  proclamation earlier and I was delighted to note

         20  that the Speaker feels so positively that he was

         21  born 34 years ago and is now celebrating GIS.

         22                 Thank you very much.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Madam
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          2  Public Advocate.

          3                 I also want to congratulate our

          4  staff, Gur Zabal for his completing the marathon. I

          5  don't think he raised $2 million, but I know he

          6  raised some for the Harlem Children Zone. So I'm

          7  glad everybody got home safely.

          8                 On a slightly more serious note, I

          9  want to thank my colleagues for the support of our

         10  preconsidered resolution honoring Chereen Abate for

         11  winning the Nobel Peace Prize. This is certainly

         12  significant because Mr. Abate's struggle for human

         13  rights has resonated far beyond the borders of Iran

         14  to her consistent support of non-violence. Her views

         15  that the supreme political power in a community must

         16  be built on democratic elections, and her belief

         17  that the enlightenment and dialogue are the best

         18  paths for changing, for change.

         19                 We in this Council have oftentimes

         20  recognized struggle, and I certainly think that the

         21  women's struggle across the world is something that

         22  does not go recognized often enough.

         23                 So when the Nobel Peace Committee,

         24  Peace Prize Committee, recognizes someone, I think

         25  it's time for us to say God bless. We should look to
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          2  see more crusaders and fighters for justice and

          3  democracy around the world.

          4                 Thank you very much.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          6  Member Jackson.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: My

          8  colleagues, I invite all of you to the Committee of

          9  Contracts hearings on November 13th, Thursday, where

         10  we will be considering Intro. 271, a bill that would

         11  amend the law and Administrative Code of the City of

         12  New York in relation to provisions of equal

         13  employment benefits to employees of City

         14  contractors. So, I invite all of you to this

         15  hearing. This will provide the opportunity to

         16  provide domestic partners and others the rights of

         17  benefits that City employees currently have, and in

         18  essence we're trying to put an environment where no

         19  one is discriminated against because of their race,

         20  color, creed, national origin or their sexual

         21  orientation.

         22                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         23  Advocate.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Lopez.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Dear

          3  colleagues, last week the Mayor of this City,

          4  Michael Bloomberg, had the audacity to bring here

          5  Jennifer Lopez, insulting me, disrespecting me, and

          6  publicly right now I'm saying to the Mayor, no more

          7  Jennifer Lopez in this room, for M-Lo is the only

          8  one who can be here, or this is going to be the end

          9  of Michael Bloomberg and Margarita Lopez

         10  relationship. And that has been stated publicly for

         11  the Mayor to hear it.

         12                 M-Lo or J-Lo, who is it going to be?

         13  M-Lo, right? Everybody agree on that? Then Mr.

         14  Mayor, you are on notice, I'm waiting for your

         15  response.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         17  nobody else, the meeting will be adjourned.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 2:50 p.m.)
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