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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN:  Will the

          3  clerk please call the roll.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eristoff.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.
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          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

          3  Vallone.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

          5                 At this time I am going to ask that

          6  we suspend the rules so that we can honor one of our

          7  dearly departed senior staff. So, with your

          8  permission we will take several minutes out for an

          9  in memoriam ceremony.

         10                 My colleagues, just a few weeks ago

         11  we lost our Senior Deputy Counsel, Richard Dachs.

         12  All of you knew him. He was not only a senior

         13  attorney who worked here for a dozen years, but he

         14  set a standard of excellence and honesty that should

         15  be held up not only to us as elected officials, but

         16  to all of our staff people who worked as public

         17  servants.

         18                 Richard Dachs was a kind of lawyer

         19  who knew not how to tell anything else other than

         20  the truth, whether you liked it or not. He set a

         21  standard of truthfulness and decency that truly was

         22  incomparable in terms of the years of public service

         23  that I have had had the pleasure of being involved

         24  in.

         25                 Richard Dachs, when you asked him to
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          2  research something or asked him to report back to

          3  you gave you the truth and he gave you the facts as

          4  they exist. He would not color them, he would not

          5  change them, he would not make you think that the

          6  law was anything else other than what it was on the

          7  books. And if you wanted to change it he would tell

          8  you truthfully whether we had the power to do it or

          9  whether we were preempted by the state or federal

         10  law.

         11                 It is very, very important in life,

         12  as well as in government service, to have the facts

         13  correct, and to know exactly where you are going to

         14  go. Richard had the facts correct, both in law and

         15  in life. He was truly an inspiration and an example

         16  of everything that I believed a staff person and

         17  more important, a friend, should be. I think it is

         18  incredibly important for us to succeed as an

         19  institution, to have that kind of person be involved

         20  with us and to advise us and he has had a lot to do,

         21  together with our other staff who silently work in

         22  the shadows, in the background and allow us to come

         23  forward with many, many good ideas that have changed

         24  the face of this City.

         25                 So that I wanted to take the time out
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          2  now to dedicate this meeting in his honor and also

          3  to introduce to you members of his family. And I

          4  would like them to come up now, starting off with

          5  his mom and dad, Alan and Hilda Dachs. Would you

          6  come on up? Thank you very much for being with us

          7  today. And his sister Enid and his sister Carol and

          8  Enid and his cousins Josh, Aunt Julie and cousin

          9  Josh, come on up please, right in front of the

         10  Council, the rest of the family.

         11                 Herb, as long as you are here, Herb

         12  Berman is the Chair of our Finance Committee. So,

         13  one of the things that I want to announce on behalf

         14  of all of my colleagues is that Herb made a

         15  suggestion this morning, and it was immediately

         16  adopted by the leadership of the Council, and I know

         17  that all of my colleagues will feel the same. We

         18  have interns that apply to us every summer, interim

         19  lawyers, and we have decided that we will set up a

         20  scholarship in Richard Dach's name. So we will have

         21  for the brightest of our lawyers who come every

         22  summer to work with the City Council a high standard

         23  to follow, the standard of Richard Dachs.

         24                 So, that will be a scholarship

         25  established by this City Council in Richard's name,
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          2  and we think it is a great thing.

          3                 Enid Dachs is going to speak on

          4  behalf of the family.

          5                 MS. DACHS: Briefly. Richard loved the

          6  law and he loved his job here, and I am so happy

          7  that you thought as much of him as he thought of you

          8  and I hope that the family gets to meet the future

          9  interns to make sure that they are adhering to

         10  Richard's high standards. Thank you very, very much

         11  for this honor. We are totally flabbergasted by it.

         12  Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: On behalf of all of

         14  our colleagues, we want to thank you very, very

         15  much. And I assure you that Richard Dachs' name and

         16  his reputation will go down in history. And just to

         17  make that a permanent record, because everything we

         18  do here goes back to when this great City of ours

         19  was founded back in 1625, as New Amsterdam, so we

         20  would like to have our in memoriam resolution read

         21  into the record, okay?

         22                 Carlos, the Clerk will read it.

         23                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: In memoriam,

         24  Richard A. Dachs, by the entire Council.

         25                 Whereas; the Council has learned with
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          2  deep sorrow of the passing on January 6th, 1999, of

          3  Richard A. Dachs, Deputy General Counsel to the

          4  Council of the City of New York; and

          5                 Whereas; Richard Dachs was an

          6  exceptional lawyer. He was a legislative wordsmith

          7  of the highest degree, with a meticulous eye and a

          8  perfectionist approach, and he was passionate about

          9  his work, the practice of law and the promise of

         10  government; and

         11                 Whereas, while occupying the office

         12  of Deputy General Counsel, Richard Dachs earned the

         13  respect and admiration of his fellow attorneys and

         14  staff members, Council members and agency officials

         15  by performing his duties with fairness, distinction

         16  and in the most professional manner; and

         17                 Whereas; when Richard drafted local

         18  laws, reviewed legislative documents, prepared legal

         19  material or offered his professional advice on

         20  matters concerning the City, he did so with such

         21  painstaking position, sincerity and unequivocal

         22  ability; and

         23                 Whereas, as Counsel to the Committee

         24  on Public Safety, Richard was instrumental in the

         25  drafting of the ATM Safety Bill, the Civilian
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          2  Complaint Review Board Bill, the Independent Police

          3  Investigation and Audit Board Bill and his Committee

          4  conducted oversight on all of the uniformed

          5  personnel of the City of New York; and

          6                 Whereas; additionally it was

          7  Richard's legal prowess that enabled so many women

          8  to obtain health services in New York without the

          9  fear of being harassed and without having their

         10  rights compromised; and

         11                 Whereas; Richard knew the law well.

         12  He understood the complexity of working within the

         13  nation's largest City government and thrived on the

         14  many challenges he faced throughout his tenure. He

         15  also understood the people and often went out of his

         16  way to help staff members to resolve their problems

         17  and enjoy their time at the Council as much as he

         18  did; and

         19                 Whereas; Richard earned his J.D. at

         20  the National Law Center at George Washington

         21  University, where he graduated with honors and

         22  served as a member of the notes editor of the

         23  Journal of International Law and Economics, he

         24  earned his B.A. in political science from the State

         25  University of New York at Stonybrook; and
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          2                 Whereas; Richard worked as an

          3  associate attorney in the private sector,

          4  specializing in commercial litigation, corporate law

          5  and bankruptcy, and in 1987 he joined the City

          6  Council, a move which was not only beneficial to

          7  Richard who rose within his ranks and stayed aboard

          8  for more than 11 years, but for the Council and the

          9  people of this City; and

         10                 Whereas; although Richard is no

         11  longer with us, his spirit rests in the hearts of

         12  all who knew and worked with him, with his family to

         13  whom he was an inspiration, and with the people of

         14  the City of New York, who knew not of his name but

         15  knew of his deeds; and

         16                 Whereas; today, as the business of

         17  the City is attended to by his colleagues and

         18  friends throughout these halls of government,

         19  Richard's absence is deeply felt and difficult to

         20  understand, but it is easy to honor his memory as he

         21  has touched our lives in so many ways.

         22                 Now, therefore, let it be resolved,

         23  that the Council of the City of New York

         24  commemorates the life and mourns the death of a dear

         25  friend and departed colleague, Richard A. Dachs,
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          2  Deputy General Counsel for the Council of the City

          3  of New York. The Council expresses its deepest

          4  sympathy to his beloved family and adjourns today in

          5  his memory.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: And may I add, Mr.

          7  Public Advocate, that that, in lieu of our

          8  invocation, be spread upon the record as our

          9  invocation as we go back onto the record of the

         10  meeting and on behalf of the entire family and all

         11  of the Council, our love will always remain and so

         12  will his name.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 I would ask my colleagues to rise one

         15  more time while we have the formal invocation

         16  delivered by the Reverend Wendell Foster, and move

         17  that we go back on the record.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum

         19  present and accounted for, we will continue the

         20  Stated Meeting and the commemoration of Richard

         21  Dachs will, as the Speaker suggested, be read in

         22  full into the record.

         23                 At this time I call on our colleague

         24  and Council Member/Reverend Wendell Foster to give

         25  the invocation.
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          2                 Please everyone rise.

          3                 REVEREND FOSTER: Be quiet a minute,

          4  please.

          5                 The Psalmist said I shall not die,

          6  but I shall live and declare the works of the Lord.

          7  Richard shall not die, but life and declare the

          8  works of the Lord. Let us pray.

          9                 For this meeting, for these thy

         10  people, for the opportunity that we have to serve

         11  Thee by serving our people, we praise Thy name. We

         12  thank Thee that you thought to send among us Thy

         13  child Richard, to love us and to help us. We cherish

         14  his memory, and surely he shall not die but live

         15  forever.

         16                 Bless now this Council and that that

         17  we shall do in your name, this is our prayer, amen.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         19  Reverend Foster.

         20                 To spread the invocation in full upon

         21  the record, I would like to call on, as we always

         22  do, Kathryn Freed.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you, and

         24  thank you, Reverend Foster. I move to spread the

         25  Invocation in full upon the record.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          3  Thank you very much.

          4                 To adopt the minutes of the December

          5  9th, '98 and December 17th, '98, I would like to

          6  call on Council Member Adolpho Carrion.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Okay. It

          9  works.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: So moved.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

         12                 Any Messages and Papers from the

         13  Mayor?

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-455.

         15                 Communication from the Mayor,

         16  withdrawing the name of Harry Rubenstein, New York

         17  City Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         19  printed and filed.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

         21  from City, County and Borough Offices.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-456.

         23                 Communication from the Department of

         24  Homeless Services, annual report.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,
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          2  printed and filed.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-457.

          4                 Communication from the Human

          5  Resources Administration. Submitting the Division of

          6  AIDS Services quarterly report.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

          8  printed and filed.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-458.

         10                 Communication from the Taxi and

         11  Limousine Commission. Submitting its withdrawal for

         12  a new application for a base station for PF

         13  Management, Inc.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Received, ordered,

         15  printed and filed.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-459.

         17                 Communication from the Taxi and

         18  Limousine Commission.

         19                 Submitting its approval for a renewal

         20  application, base station license, Delta Cars.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-460.

         23                 Communication from OMB. Transfer of

         24  funds between the Board of Education.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Finance.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

          3  communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-461.

          8                 By Council Member Eisland. ULURP

          9  C980682 ZSM, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a Call-Up

         11  vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-462.

         13                 By Council Member Eldridge. ULURP

         14  C990109 GFM, shall be subject to Council review.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-463.

         17                 By Council Member Fiala. ULURP

         18  C990036 PPR, shall be subject to Council Review.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-464.

         21                 By Council Member Lopez.

         22                 ULURP C990032 PPM, shall be subject

         23  to Council review.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-465.
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          2                 By Council Member O'Donovan. ULURP

          3  C990034 PPR, shall be subject to Council review.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 May I have a roll call now, please,

          6  just on the Land Use Call-Ups.

          7                 Roll call.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the clerk

          9  please call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES:  Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

         10                 Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         15                 Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         25  Vallone.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: By a vote of

          4  43 in the affirmative to nothing in the negative,

          5  all are adopted and referred to the Committee on

          6  Land Use.

          7                 Now is the time for the Communication

          8  from the Speaker.

          9                 Mr. Speaker.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, at this time

         11  Sheldon Leffler would like to make an introduction.

         12                 Councilman.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Mr. Public

         14  Advocate, I would like to announce for the benefit

         15  of my colleagues and all others, that Corey Bearak,

         16  who has been on my staff for the last 16 and a half

         17  years, is departing a week from today, next

         18  Wednesday at the end of the day and is going to be

         19  taking the position of Legislative Counsel to Bronx

         20  Borough President Ferrer.

         21                 I make this announcement in case any

         22  of you do not read the Queens locals or the Yiddish

         23  or other Jewish papers in the City, because this is

         24  one of the most heavily carried departures that I

         25  can recall in all of my years in the Council.
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          2                 I will miss Corey quite a lot. This

          3  was his first professional job after law school,

          4  it's been a pleasure for me to see him grow and

          5  develop as an attorney and as a human being, and

          6  government employee over all of these years. He has

          7  been a great help to me, not only in general or

          8  every year, but literally every day, and I will

          9  certainly miss him. I think we all wish him well and

         10  his friends are having a party to solute his good

         11  fortune this coming Wednesday at the end of a work

         12  day at a nearby restaurant and you will be E.mailed

         13  to that effect and hopefully many of you will come.

         14                 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Congratulations, and

         16  good luck, Corey. Now that you are going into the

         17  Bronx, we have the head of the Bronx Delegation

         18  here, June Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I was just

         20  going to say that we will have the party in the

         21  Bronx for him after he comes, but I think that there

         22  are many of us who have served on the Public Safety

         23  Committee who also benefitted from Corey's

         24  brightness and being up on the topics and giving us

         25  lots of information. So, certainly the Bronx
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          2  welcomes Corey Bearak.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Congratulations,

          4  Corey. Good luck to you.

          5                 At this time, as part of the

          6  Speaker's time, I call upon the Finance Chair, since

          7  we have some important developments coming in the

          8  very near future.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         10  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate, my colleagues.

         11                 Next week, the Mayor will be

         12  presenting to the Council his preliminary plan, most

         13  commonly referred to as the Preliminary Budget Plan,

         14  but it is really literally the preliminary plan.

         15                 I just want to remind everybody that

         16  upon receipt of the Preliminary Plan from the Mayor,

         17  this Council literally starts its budgetary process

         18  for the oncoming year. At that time staff will have

         19  a certain amount of time within which to digest what

         20  the Mayor has proposed and each and every

         21  chairperson, and if they choose to, the members of

         22  the individual committees, will participate in the

         23  process of taking it apart and understanding it, and

         24  then it will be set down for Committee hearings.

         25                 Now, I want to remind everybody that
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          2  the Preliminary Plan, the budget process at that

          3  time is that the individual committees will be the

          4  ones who will be primarily responsible for

          5  conducting the hearings on the preliminary plan.

          6                 It is done jointly with Finance but

          7  we defer it to the substantive committees because we

          8  believe that that is the time that they must make

          9  the impact on the issues that they are concerned

         10  with.

         11                 So, staff will be available to help

         12  the Chairperson and the members. I urge that you

         13  participate as much as you can in that process,

         14  because it is extraordinarily important that you

         15  understand the various facets of the budget proposal

         16  by the Mayor and that you are prepared to have

         17  intelligent and substantive hearings.

         18                 So, myself, the Speaker, my

         19  colleagues who are experienced in this, we will make

         20  ourselves available together with staff to help

         21  anybody who needs help, seeks help or is desirous of

         22  asking questions about the process or about the

         23  issues.

         24                 Again, I urge your participation in a

         25  very active process, it is very important that you
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          2  understand exactly what is happening.

          3                 Having said that, I want to thank

          4  you, Mr. Public Advocate, and Mr. Speaker for this

          5  time. Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much,

          7  and there is a very important issue concerning

          8  airport access, what involves billions of dollars,

          9  that will be coming up very soon, and just to give

         10  you some preliminary on it, Council Member June

         11  Eisland, the Chair of our Land Use.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you

         13  very much, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate.

         14                 I just want to take this opportunity

         15  to alert the members of the City Council, not just

         16  the Land Use Committee, that the Port Authority's

         17  JFK Light Rail Project, is currently in the ULURP

         18  process. I believe that two community boards have

         19  already heard it and made a decision and there is

         20  one more board that has to make their decision as

         21  well.

         22                 While it is not quite ripe yet to

         23  come to the Council for the formal process, I think

         24  that it makes a lot of sense because members and

         25  other people have been asking questions as to what
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          2  is going on, to have the Port Authority coming in

          3  and to give us a straightforward presentation

          4  without a public hearing process attached to it,

          5  just so that we have the facts.

          6                 I am going to schedule that hearing

          7  for February 9th, just before the regular Land Use

          8  Committee meeting at 9:30 in the morning, so I ask

          9  all of you who are interested to please attend.

         10                 Just briefly, what this involves

         11  basically is the disposition of City land in three

         12  different areas. The first area being the median

         13  along the Van Wyck Expressway, where the major stop

         14  is the Jamaica Railroad station at Sutphen

         15  Boulevard. The next area to be considered will be

         16  the area between the Jamaica Railroad station and

         17  the Howard Beach station, and the third is the area

         18  that goes from Howard Beach into JFK airport, which

         19  will provide for a loop train that will actually go

         20  into the airport, go by the different terminals and

         21  drop people off at the different places.

         22                 Again, it is a disposition of

         23  City-owned land. And if there are any questions,

         24  please don't hesitate to ask me or ask the staff at

         25  Land Use, but I think this should clear up some of
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          2  the questions that I have been asked, and will give

          3  people a better handle on it when it does come

          4  formally to us, which will be a couple of months

          5  down the line.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          8                 Finally, the Chair of our Higher

          9  Education Committee, Helen Marshall, on some recent

         10  developments.

         11                 Helen.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

         13  Mr. Speaker.

         14                 As you will recall, a year ago our

         15  Speaker. In his State of the City Address, called

         16  for a remedy for the City University, one that would

         17  affect the students.

         18                 Our Speaker's words to me, as Chair

         19  of the Higher Education Committee, have been access

         20  and affordability. Well, we took the first step, and

         21  that step was to offer scholarships to youngsters

         22  who get a B or above average to cut their tuition by

         23  450 percent. And on this January the 13th of 1999,

         24  when the Speaker gave his State of the City Address,

         25  we had 16 youngsters here representing the CUNY
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          2  installations throughout our City, they were

          3  representing 4,400 youngsters around our City that

          4  met that requirement and their tuition was cut by 50

          5  percent. That was really wonderful, it was a good

          6  remedy and I talked with the youngsters and many of

          7  them were so appreciative of this kind of help with

          8  their tuition.

          9                 Right now before the Board of

         10  Trustees, they are getting ready to now hopefully,

         11  for them, to legally vote for a plan that will do

         12  away with tuition in our four-year colleges.

         13  Unfortunately neither the press, nor the advocates

         14  for this, are really getting the facts out to the

         15  people.

         16                 This particular resolution of the

         17  Board attacks our very brightest students, those who

         18  qualify for the four-year colleges.

         19                 We have not had open admissions on

         20  the four-year college level since the late 1970s,

         21  requirements are in place. One of them is that you

         22  be in the top one-third of your class or 80 or above

         23  average. They look for SAT scores, regents credits,

         24  et cetera.

         25                 These students, and we know that
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          2  among that group, and they are our best, at least 50

          3  percent of them will require remediation, at least

          4  one course.

          5                 Just to give you an idea, we have

          6  students who are off the charts with math, who can

          7  clearly read, they have trouble with the writing

          8  component. It was never designed to be an admissions

          9  test. Every single person entering the City

         10  University, no matter how you come, must take a test

         11  to test their ability in three areas, reading, math

         12  and writing. And if you fail it even by a half a

         13  point, they make you take remediation.

         14                 Remediation is the way that colleges

         15  maintain their high averages. What they do is bring

         16  the students up to college level work, and that is

         17  exactly how it is used throughout our country at

         18  every single college and university. The SUNY

         19  system, we just had a hearing yesterday morning with

         20  the four SUNY institutions that are in our City and

         21  a Deputy Chancellor from SUNY came down and spoke to

         22  us, and he says remediation is in every single SUNY

         23  institution. Usually what goes for SUNY goes for

         24  CUNY, but in this instance, youngsters in our City

         25  are being singled out.
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          2                 I read a statement last night at the

          3  Board of Trustees meeting which was their public

          4  hearing prior to their voting, which will be next

          5  week, and I read a statement from the Speaker, and I

          6  also read my own statement. We are opposed to this

          7  resolution, and we are hoping that the Board will

          8  modify it or at least put it aside, because it is

          9  very unfair for New York City youngsters, especially

         10  those who work so hard to be eligible for the

         11  four-year college.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         14                 And finally, our annual brunch that

         15  we host in Albany for all of the legislators of both

         16  parties, is going to be held next Tuesday, January

         17  26th, and transportation will be provided for any

         18  Council members who wish to join me at the luncheon,

         19  which is a brunch, which is a very nice event, and

         20  in which we have an opportunity to meet with the

         21  Committee chairs and anyone else discussing our

         22  Albany agendas. So, anyone who would like to come,

         23  accompany me to Albany this Tuesday, this coming

         24  Tuesday, please check in at the office and we will

         25  make sure that you have the necessary
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          2  transportation.

          3                 It is a good day. It is a good day to

          4  meet with our various assemblypersons and senators

          5  to discuss items of neutral interest, and

          6  particularly since their budget is supposedly going

          7  to be adopted before ours, it is good to get our

          8  priorities straight.

          9                 So anyone who would like to join with

         10  me is welcome to do so. Just let my office know, we

         11  will make necessary arrangements.

         12                 May we proceed back to the general

         13  agenda. One of our colleagues has an emergency he

         14  must attend to, and he asked if he may be taken out

         15  of order to vote, so if there are no objections I

         16  call upon Council Member Povman.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         18  objection.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Thank you very

         20  much.

         21                 I vote aye on all coupled general

         22  orders.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         25  We will now proceed with the agenda.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: At this time

          3  the Discussion of General Orders, if any colleague

          4  would like to speak for up to two minutes for a

          5  matter to be voted on today may seek recognition.

          6                 Council Member Clarke. Could the

          7  others raise their hands? Who else would seek to be

          8  recognized for the Council member? All right,

          9  please.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Mr. Public

         11  Advocate, I just would like to draw to the attention

         12  of my colleagues a resolution by the Speaker and

         13  whole number of our colleagues who --

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: I am sorry,

         15  Council Member Clarke. This is not up for a vote for

         16  today's session.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Oh, it's not.

         18  All right.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: If you would

         20  like to discuss it at the extension of remarks at

         21  the end, that would be appropriate.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Sure.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you very

         24  much.

         25                 Council Member Spigner.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, I am

          3  trying to find the item. It relates to the

          4  appointment of Mr. Sanders, Elliot Sanders, that is

          5  item number 542, as a member of the Taxi and

          6  Limousine Commission.

          7                 I have no problem with Mr. Sanders'

          8  appointment and I will vote for it. The concept that

          9  I bring to the attention of my colleagues is the

         10  fact that the Taxi and Limousine Commission, which

         11  holds the power of economic life and death over

         12  large numbers of New Yorkers, and that has the

         13  authority to license so-called dollar vans and other

         14  forms of transportation, is a volunteer board. The

         15  members of that board serve without compensation.

         16  And in my opinion, any board that has that kind of

         17  authority and power should not be a volunteer board,

         18  it should be made up of people who at least have the

         19  appropriate compensation that will enable them to

         20  give the time to focus on the issues and questions

         21  that they have to pass judgment on and to be able to

         22  make an independent judgment and not have to rely on

         23  staff.

         24                 As currently structured, if you

         25  observe the proceedings at a Taxi and Limousine
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          2  Commission, where fines of $10,000 and $15,000 are

          3  imposed, where the revocation of licenses and

          4  medallions are routine acted upon, you will see that

          5  this is not the business for a volunteer board.

          6                 Currently, I would suggest that you

          7  review the composition of that board and those that

          8  are being proposed for it, invariably it does not

          9  reflect -- Mr. Public Advocate, if I may have your

         10  attention? That Board as currently constructed is

         11  not reflective of the diversity of New York City,

         12  economically or otherwise.

         13                 So, together with the cooperation of

         14  the chair of the Rules Committee, we will be

         15  introducing a resolution calling on a review of all

         16  of these various committees, boards and commissions,

         17  as to see which are inconsistent with public policy

         18  and common sense and logic.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Deputy Speaker.

         22                 Seeking no one else seeking to be

         23  recognized, Report of Special Committees.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of
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          2  Standing Committees.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          4  Committee on Finance.

          5                 LU 304 and companion resolution 588.

          6  UDAAP 19995119 HAM, 517-19 West 104th Street,

          7  Manhattan.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

          9  order.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         11  Committee on Land Use.

         12                 LU 216 and companion resolution 589.

         13  UDAAP 19995025 HAX, McGee Plaza, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 286 and

         16  companion resolution 590. Landmark Preservation

         17  Commission. 75 Bennett Street, Richmond.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 289 and

         20  companion resolution 591, Landmark Preservation, 431

         21  Sixth Avenue, Brooklyn.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 290 and

         24  companion resolution 592. Landmark Preservation

         25  Commission. 48 Wall Street, Manhattan.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 294 and

          4  companion resolution 593. UDAAP 19995012 HAX, 3541

          5  White Plains Road, Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 304. UDAAP

          8  1995119 HAM, 517-19 West 144th Street, Manhattan.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         10  referred to Finance, pursuant to Rule 6.50 of the

         11  Council.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 310.

         13                 ULURP C980703 PPX, City-owned

         14  property, Bronx.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved with

         16  modification and referred to City Planning pursuant

         17  to 11.70-b of the Council and 197-d of the Charter.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 315 and

         19  companion resolution 594. ULURP 9805756 ZSM, zoning

         20  Manhattan.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         23  Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and

         24  International Intergroup Relations.

         25                 Preconsidered Intro. 506. A local
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          2  law, Harry Rosen Way, Cheesecake Corner, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 362. A

          5  local law, Dr. Catherine Rashke Plaza, Borough of

          6  Bronx.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 394. A

          9  local law, Pete Pascale Place, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 20,

         12  commending the Department of Parks and Recreation

         13  and 700 volunteers for the successful completion of

         14  a street tree census.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 377.

         17  Calling upon the appropriate committee to hold an

         18  oversight hearing on greenthumb community gardens.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 438.

         21  Calling upon the appropriate committee to hold

         22  hearings on keeping the green promise.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution 492.

         25  Calling upon the appropriate committee to hold
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          2  oversight hearings on inspecting New York City

          3  parks.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

          6  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

          7                 M-451.  Submitting the name of Harry

          8  Rubenstein, New York City Taxi and Limousine

          9  Commission.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled to be filed

         11  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-452, and

         13  companion resolution 595. Approving the

         14  reappointment by the Mayor of Elliot G. Sander, New

         15  York City Taxi and Limousine Commission.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Motion to Rules,

         17  coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M-465.

         19                 Allowances of chairpersons and

         20  officers of the Council.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: A motion to Rules,

         22  coupled.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

         24  Committee on Transportation.

         25                 Intro. 485. A local law, base station
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          2  license, Haimish Car Service, Brooklyn.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This item, with the

          4  rest of the items on this page, Intro. 486, 487,

          5  488, 489, 490, 491 and 492, are all coupled to be

          6  filed.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 494. A

          8  local law, base station license, Lower East Side Car

          9  Service, Manhattan.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

         11  the next three items, Intro. 495, 496 and 497, all

         12  coupled to be filed -- oh, I am sorry. The next

         13  item, 495, is coupled to be filed.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 496.

         15                 A local law in relation to the

         16  disapproval of a base license, Andrea Car Service,

         17  Inc., Queens.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is coupled on

         19  general order.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 497.

         21                 A local law disapproval, Harlem

         22  Transportation Corp., base station license,

         23  Manhattan.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That is coupled to

         25  be filed.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 502. A

          3  local law disapproval, base station license, Sam's

          4  Car Service, Inc., Staten Island.

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That's coupled on

          6  general order.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General order

          8  calendar.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 504.

         10                 A local law in relation to sunset

         11  provision on family day care.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 310 and

         14  companion resolution 596.

         15                 ULURP C980703 PPX, City-owned

         16  property, Bronx.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

         19  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         22  call on the coupled general order calendar, as

         23  indicated.

         24                 Anyone who wishes to vote no on the

         25  Rules appointment must do so by name.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            44

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 Roll call, please.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Will the Clerk

          4  please call the roll.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

         16                 (No response.)

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eldridge.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: I am voting

         23  no on Lee Sander. I have -- it is the only way I

         24  have I think to express my disapproval of the Taxi

         25  and Limousine Commission's actions, and I vote yes
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          2  on everything else.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eristoff.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ERISTOFF: Yes, I vote

          5  aye on all, especially the appointment of Elliot

          6  Sander, although I don't understand why he wants the

          7  job.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye on all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes. And I am

         19  voting yes on Lee Sanders, even though I do have

         20  some disagreements with some of the things the Taxi

         21  and Limousine Commission have done. I think Lee has

         22  been excellent on the Commission.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes on all,

         16  except Reso 595.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Aye on all.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr. Public

         22  Advocate, I ask to be temporary excused to explain

         23  my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: While
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          2  voting aye on all coupled general orders, as it

          3  applies to Intro. 496, on Andrea Car Service, having

          4  on personal observation seen that this is a renagade

          5  company doing street hales, I do not believe it is

          6  appropriate for the City of New York to reward with

          7  a discretionary act a company that is engaged in

          8  that type of inappropriate and illegal operations.

          9  And having witnessed that firsthand, both in

         10  Sunnyside at an egregious location at 46th Street

         11  and Queens Boulevard, and in Woodside at another

         12  egregious location at 61st Street and Roosevelt

         13  Avenue, that it is inappropriate for this and it is

         14  my basic position on any one of these operators that

         15  operates in such an inappropriate fashion.

         16                 Therefore, I vote aye on all.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: DiBrienza.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Excuse me.

          4  I would like to be recorded in the affirmative, if

          5  there were any Land Use Call-Ups based on unanimous

          6  consent, and then aye on all coupled general orders.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

          9  temporarily excused to explain my vote.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I vote aye on

         12  all of the coupled items. I wanted to call attention

         13  to the street designation that I sponsored today as

         14  a preconsidered item.

         15                 I have often remarked at the value of

         16  the street designations we do is to inspire some

         17  young person who might walk by and ask who was Harry

         18  Rosen and why is a street named after him and hear

         19  the story of someone who became an entrepreneur and

         20  succeeded.

         21                 In this case we added the additional

         22  name of Cheesecake Corner, and that is in fact the

         23  location of Junior's restaurant. Why is that

         24  significant and worthy of the recognition of the

         25  Council and the City? If you think back, if you know
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          2  downtown Brooklyn in the dark days of the early

          3  seventies, there were some questions about whether

          4  or not downtown Brooklyn was going to be able to

          5  survive. There were empty stores on Fulton Street,

          6  Long Island University was making noises about

          7  moving out of the neighborhood and development

          8  seemed impossible. And then New York Magazine wrote

          9  an article and they designated Junior's Cheesecake

         10  as the number one cheesecake in New York City, and

         11  pretty soon there were lines around the door, and

         12  around that time the Brooklyn Academy of Music

         13  started the new wave festival, and it became very

         14  fashionable for people to come to downtown Brooklyn

         15  to enjoy a performance and go over to Junior's for a

         16  piece of cheesecake.

         17                 Well, now, 20 years later, we have a

         18  new hotel, the Metrotech complex, Fulton Street is

         19  booming, there is all sorts of other activity going

         20  on in that part of the world, and one wonders

         21  whether or not it would have met the fate of other

         22  urban centers around the country had it not been for

         23  that favorable review of the cheesecake that we

         24  honor today and Harry Rosen.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.
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          2  Fisher, for that.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker Mr.

          6  Vallone.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: All general

          9  orders are adopted unanimously by 45 to nothing.

         10                 M-52 and res 595, however, are

         11  adopted 43 in the affirmative, two in the negative.

         12                 Introduction and reading of bills at

         13  this time.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time I would

         15  ask that the bills be given to the Committees as

         16  indicated. I don't believe there are any immediate

         17  considerations. There are none for immediate

         18  consideration.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you.

         20                 General Discussion, Council Member

         21  Leffler had asked to be recognized.

         22                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Just before Council

         23  Member Leffler, Mary Pinkett had asked me, I just

         24  want to make a commemoration of Martin Luther King.

         25  This week has been a particularly meaningful one,
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          2  Mr. Public Advocate, for you and I, who attended the

          3  services at the Convent Church, and somehow it seems

          4  to me most appropriate that if you are going to

          5  observe the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, it

          6  should be done in a church, in a religious setting.

          7                 The remark was made by Carl McCall,

          8  who was a keynote speaker, that when they asked

          9  Percy Sutton -- not Percy Sutton, when they asked

         10  Willie Sutton why did he go to the banks -- Percy

         11  goes to the banks for a different reason, because

         12  that is where the money is. That is why they both

         13  go, both Sutton's. But I thought on a day like the

         14  commemoration of the great Martin Luther King, if

         15  you want to find God's home, or where the Reverend

         16  Dr. Martin Luther King's spirit still resides, it

         17  would be in a religious setting. And I thought that

         18  was probably the best way to observe his day, a day

         19  in which he preached that there is enough hatred in

         20  this world and enough violence in this world but

         21  that the true road to any kind of success has to be

         22  with the only stronger power on the face of this

         23  earth, and that is the power of love, and that

         24  doesn't come from this earth, that comes from a

         25  higher place where with certainty Dr. Martin Luther
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          2  King resides.

          3                 I know that Mary Pinkett had asked

          4  that we make a commemoration and wanted to say

          5  something.

          6                 Mary, would you be the first speaker,

          7  and then we will go to Council Member Leffler.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you,

          9  Speaker Vallone.

         10                 I just felt that this week was a very

         11  special week, and that Martin Luther King,

         12  especially at this particular time, is very much

         13  needed. And while I think it is important that

         14  churches be the place where we remember Martin

         15  Luther King, I think the most important place that

         16  we remember him is wherever we are, because it

         17  begins in our heart and we as people carry Martin

         18  Luther King's message.

         19                 The church, that inanimate building

         20  stays in one place, but the dream and the message

         21  goes with us, and the belief in whatever he taught

         22  has to be from us.

         23                 So, every program that I watched was

         24  very significant to me, and it reminded me when we

         25  talk about Bosnia, when we talk about what is
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          2  happening throughout this world, when we talk about

          3  what is happening in the Sudan, when we talk about

          4  what is happening any place where there is

          5  oppression and segregation where people are hungry,

          6  that we are talking about the same things that

          7  Martin Luther King talked about. We are talking

          8  about the right of a people to be free. We are

          9  talking about the rights of people to express that

         10  desire to be free, and the rights of the people to

         11  express that need and that feeling.

         12                 It became so overwhelming that I can

         13  recall, as I have said in the past, watching on

         14  television where in Northern Ireland they were

         15  singing "we shall overcome". And I don't doubt that

         16  in Israel they were also singing "we shall

         17  overcome". I am sure in South Africa they sang "we

         18  shall overcome".

         19                 I believe also in this day, in this

         20  time, with what is happening in this country at this

         21  time, is more important than ever, that we recall

         22  who Martin Luther King and what he meant in our

         23  lives.

         24                 I heard the chair of the Education,

         25  the Higher Education Committee, speak to the fact

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            55

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  that we are now educating the brightest, and we are

          3  going to give remedial education for one subject,

          4  and I think, when I think of Martin Luther King,

          5  that what he did was not only reach for the

          6  brightest, but those who were not the brightest, and

          7  those who only needed the help and the hope. And

          8  that is what the City University was about, that

          9  people who had the least hope had an opportunity to

         10  find their way in this country called America.

         11                 And the thing that is going to make

         12  America what it ought to be was a very great man who

         13  loved and cared about other people, who cared

         14  especially about people who could not help

         15  themselves, and he cared about dignity, and he cared

         16  about freedom, and the things that he taught --

         17  excuse me in that corner, the things that he taught,

         18  Council Member Spigner, the things that he taught

         19  meant that freedom belonged to everyone. And so

         20  everyone in this room, I don't care what your ethnic

         21  background is, I don't care what your color is, I

         22  don't care where you came from, but everyone in this

         23  room ought to celebrate the life of Martin Luther

         24  King, because his life made a difference for all of

         25  us. And each of us in this room, sitting on this
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          2  side, is indebted to the fact that the man said

          3  vote, and it wasn't easy. And I watched the other

          4  night as they walked across the bridge, walked

          5  across the bridge when it mean possibly death, and

          6  it did mean death. It meant loss of jobs. But they

          7  marched to vote for their right to be a part of this

          8  democracy. And we can do no less.

          9                 So, if it is in the church, take it

         10  out of the church, spread it all over, make a

         11  difference, Martin Luther King did. Let no one take

         12  this holiday away from you. Let no one take it away

         13  from us, and don't sit home saying it is Mary

         14  Pinkett's holiday, for on August 28th, 1963, I saw

         15  the Rabbi, I saw the Priest, I saw all manner of

         16  clergy walking, singing, marching, all to make a

         17  difference. In the name of Martin Luther King, we

         18  can make a better society.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         21  Council Member, for that very eloquent tribute.

         22                 Before Council Member Leffler speaks,

         23  in order the following members have sought to be

         24  recognized and will speak subsequently. Council

         25  Members Sabini, Clarke, White, Marshall, Reed and
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          2  Rivera.

          3                 Council Member Leffler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Thank you

          5  very much, Mr. Public Advocate.

          6                 I would like to comment on the trash

          7  controversy involving our Mayor and the Governor of

          8  Virginia, which seems to have come to rest at least

          9  for the moment with the Mayor's having pointed out

         10  what he believes should be a reciprocal relationship

         11  between New York City and other states and in any

         12  case pointing out his belief that these are

         13  lucrative contracts and that there are many

         14  contractors willing to take or trash for money.

         15                 This is what I don't think has come

         16  out and what people also ought to keep in mind

         17  during this controversy. New York City is taking a

         18  very big risk that other states may some day

         19  foreclose our garbage to export there. The Mayor

         20  says that under the commerce clause of the United

         21  States Constitution, other states are obliged to

         22  engage in this commerce and that individual

         23  contractors find the commerce to be sufficiently

         24  profitable to accept our trash.

         25                 But there have been, anyone who has
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          2  followed this issue over the last ten, 15 years,

          3  should bear in mind that there have been periodic

          4  attempts in the congress for the enactment of

          5  legislation which would give other states the power

          6  to foreclose garbage from any other jurisdiction,

          7  and that some day that may be enacted. There are

          8  health grounds that can be cited. The Koch and the

          9  Dinkins Administration had different garbage

         10  disposal policies.

         11                 To me, independence for an individual

         12  and for the City is very important. We are taking a

         13  riverboat gamble that in our lifetime and the

         14  lifetime of those who come after us, other states

         15  will always wish to take New York City garbage.

         16                 There is a political advantage in

         17  appearing that this is not an issue as has

         18  apparently been the case for the last several years,

         19  but what we should bear in mind is there is a risk

         20  here, hopefully it will not be realized but there is

         21  surely a risk.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         24  Council member.

         25                 Council Member Sabini.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Public Advocate.

          4                 Let me echo Council Member Leffler's

          5  remarks. In the past we have had a cafeteria

          6  approach to waste disposal and the first child that

          7  contracts a disease from leachate in another state

          8  will be the last one allowed by that other state

          9  when they pass federal legislation banning

         10  interstate commerce on garbage, so I agree with

         11  them.

         12                 I rise today as Chairman of the

         13  Committee on Landmarks to take note of a landmark

         14  New Yorker whose passing occurred since we last met.

         15                 William H. White known to his friends

         16  as Holly, was really a quintessential studier of New

         17  York streetscape.

         18                 In his book The Organization Man he

         19  talked about what urban life was like. Holly studied

         20  New York street corners, he studied peddlers, he

         21  studied hot dog men, he studied panhandlers, he

         22  studied plazas, and he made sure to find out what

         23  made New York tick by finding out what made New

         24  Yorkers tick. And his passing in the last two weeks

         25  is one that shouldn't go unnoticed by us. He was
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          2  truly someone in his work in the municipal arts

          3  society, in his work as a scholar and in his work as

          4  a New Yorker, that understood what our City was all

          5  about and was not afraid to pass that information

          6  along to all of us and spread it out to the world

          7  and talk about what made the world's most vibrant

          8  city so vibrant.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         11  Council member.

         12                 Council Member Clarke.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Public Advocate. I rise for two reasons: The first

         15  is resolution 581 that we have put on, and as I

         16  listen to Council Member Pinkett give her memorial

         17  to Dr. Martin Luther King, it reminds me of the

         18  Division now created in Washington because of

         19  partisan bickering about what to do with President

         20  William Jefferson Clinton.

         21                 We probably all know the story, it

         22  has been rehashed so many times that I don't think

         23  there are many Americans now even interested in the

         24  subject anymore. And so we know what the outcome

         25  will be finally, after the bickering, I think that
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          2  it is time for us to send a clear message to

          3  Washington that none of us approve of the behavior

          4  of the president, but we know that he is a good

          5  president. The polls say that.

          6                 Most Americans believe that the

          7  prosperity that we now have in this country is

          8  through his leadership, and therefore the resolution

          9  called for a firm censure. He has already been

         10  impeached, and that is enough punishment. We should

         11  send a clear message now that we want this thing

         12  halted now and that we wrap up this long and sorted

         13  story of rehashing who touched whom, when, where and

         14  how, and there is enough evidence already given

         15  through all of the depositions that were given, and

         16  I don't think that we need witnesses to retell us

         17  what happened, how it happened and when it happened.

         18  I think we need to call on both parties to halt this

         19  now.

         20                 But before I sit I would just like

         21  you to extend me one more minute, and that is to

         22  memorialize a young woman by the name if Annmarie

         23  Edwards, 22 years old, a student with a bright

         24  future, whose life was taken as a result of an

         25  accident in what has come to be known as the dollar
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          2  van.

          3                 Just about every one of my colleagues

          4  knows how impassioned I have been about legalization

          5  of those vans, and had we heeded even after the MTA

          6  and the TA is giving free transfers everywhere, so

          7  nobody can tell me now that it has to do with cops,

          8  and that we are taking customers from the Transit

          9  Authority. It has become a way of life, and I ask

         10  that in the name and in the memory of this young

         11  woman, when I looked at her mother yesterday with

         12  her arms broken and the tears in that church, I know

         13  that had we done the right thing, an 18 year old

         14  would not have been out there, they would have been

         15  here, they would have been given the right signal to

         16  make sure they had the appropriate license to drive

         17  a van.

         18                 And inasmuch as all of the accounts

         19  said, that the van was not the wrong, but that a

         20  Honda moved close in front, that that young man

         21  tried all he could to avoid this accident. Yet, the

         22  press likes very much to highlight the van, the

         23  illegal van, and then to both race bate, ethnic bate

         24  (sic) and to keep up an argument about are they

         25  necessary.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Your time has

          3  expired.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you very

          5  much.

          6                 And to her memory and to that of her

          7  family who lives three blocks from me, they know my

          8  heart felt sympathy, that I will be in and out of

          9  their home as often as I can, to give comfort to the

         10  bright hope that this young woman could have been.

         11                 Thank you very much.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Clarke.

         14                 Council Member White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Thank you very

         16  much, Mr. Public Advocate.

         17                 I rise to bring to the Council's

         18  attention and to go on record to echo the concerns

         19  of many of the people in my community concerned

         20  about the light rail system. I have introduced

         21  resolution 587, calling for a hearing in front of

         22  the Economic Development Committee, to take a look

         23  at the economic benefits that it would have on the

         24  community so that we can get a clearer picture on

         25  this 21st century and what my community means to it
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          2  and how do we fit in the 21st century.

          3                 There are many concerns, but to

          4  highlight just two, one is the obstruction of

          5  traffic for a long period of time. The other is the

          6  medical service delivery system of Jamaica Hospital

          7  to the surrounding area.

          8                 These are very important issues that

          9  have to be resolved, in addition to the structures

         10  of homes that are along the proposed route for the

         11  light rail system.

         12                 So, I want to thank the Speaker for

         13  putting this on the agenda and the resolution for

         14  587, I spoke with the Chairwoman of Land Use, June

         15  Eisland, concerning her meeting concerning Land Use,

         16  they are two separate issues but relate to the same

         17  project. So, her and I will be communicating on

         18  this. So, for that purpose I just wanted to ask my

         19  colleagues to join with me and to recognize the fact

         20  that whenever you have a major project throughout

         21  your community that is going to cause disruption, it

         22  is not an easy task to monitor. So I just wanted to

         23  rise and make that part of the record.

         24                 Thank you very much.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,
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          2  Council Member White.

          3                 Council Member Marshall.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Thank you,

          5  Mr. Public Advocate.

          6                 I rise to first of all, pay tribute

          7  to a special young man, and that is Corey Bearak. I

          8  always am so impressed when a young person right out

          9  of college, or even while they are in college, takes

         10  a concern for the community and after leaving

         11  college to throw themselves into working hard for

         12  the community. That's Corey, he has been that kind

         13  of person. I was delighted when I came to this

         14  Council to find that he was working for Shelly

         15  Leffler. I couldn't think of a better place for him

         16  to work. Shelly is also one of us and he is very

         17  concerned with the community. He was right on in

         18  bringing Corey aboard. And also Borough President

         19  Ferrer will find him the same way.

         20                 But Corey, good luck wherever you to.

         21  You have got it, your heart and soul are in it and

         22  we love you for that.

         23                 I would like to also mention just two

         24  other things. Today a postage stamp was dedicated to

         25  Malcolm X. We have only recently celebrated the
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          2  birthday of Martin Luther King, and while both of

          3  these men, each one took their own path, their

          4  message was the same. They wanted to see justice.

          5  They wanted to see America on an even keel giving

          6  everyone equal opportunity, and I am delighted that

          7  Malcolm was recognized in this stamp dedication. It

          8  is one of the greatest dedications we can give to

          9  anyone.

         10                 The final thing is that around our

         11  City for many years people have moved in, have gone

         12  into dirty, empty lots, cleaned them out and in some

         13  instances, I know, for instance, the one in my --

         14  one of those in my district, they had to even

         15  sweeten the soil so they could grow things in it.

         16  Those lots, 100 of them are being put up for

         17  auction, and the groups are crying hard. They have

         18  put so much effort into it, making life better many

         19  times on a block that would not be better. I even

         20  have a little sliver of one that is going to go up

         21  for sale, it is used by a day care center to allow

         22  the children to really feel the soil and grow things

         23  into it, and I am saddened that they are going to

         24  just put them all up for auction.

         25                 I bring that to your attention
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          2  because each of you will have probably a few of

          3  those in your district that you want to disband, but

          4  those gardens are very special and a real commitment

          5  of New Yorkers of their time and effort and money

          6  and a lot of love.

          7                 So, I urge you to look at those in

          8  your district. I have three in my district and I am

          9  really going to appeal to the Mayor to not put those

         10  up for auction because each of them is in a very

         11  special place and the people have worked so hard on

         12  them.

         13                 Thank you very much.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         15  Council Member Marshall.

         16                 Council Members Reed, Rivera, Spigner

         17  and McCaffrey have sought to be recognized, in that

         18  order.

         19                 Council Member Reed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Public Advocate. I rise to speak briefly also in

         22  tribute to Dr. King. I think that we all understand

         23  in certainly what Council Member Pinkett said, but

         24  that it goes to the heart of what it is that we are

         25  trying to do here to represent an entire City. I am
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          2  privileged to be a member of this Council and to

          3  look around it now and to see its diversity that

          4  represents districts. And I think that it is also

          5  remarkable that in a short space of time that we as

          6  an American public have recognized that what was

          7  once thought of as harsh words of Dr. King are the

          8  mildest words that we can speak in terms of what

          9  democracy is all about. And also a tribute to

         10  Malcolm X, that we are now commemorating him with a

         11  stamp, when I remember that the leaders of this

         12  country, because he spoke the truth, wanted to

         13  vilify him, put him in jail, and do anything else

         14  they could do.

         15                 So, time once again speaks to the

         16  truth. Both of those leaders, I am proud to say,

         17  happened to be African-American, but most

         18  importantly, recognize that we cannot go forward

         19  unless we do it together, and that is something that

         20  we all say, but we have to continue to work towards

         21  in our communities.

         22                 I represent, as many of us do, an

         23  enormously vast different and diverse community that

         24  has taken a chance to elect me to represent them. I

         25  am a minority in my community, but I think they
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          2  elected me because they felt that I would represent

          3  everybody. And whatever we do in this Council, we

          4  could never think of the isolated few with the

          5  loudest voices in our community. We must not only

          6  think of the entire community that we represent, but

          7  this entire City.

          8                 And lastly, I would just like to say

          9  that I think what we saw yesterday on television,

         10  while it was remarkably, I thought, tremendous

         11  speech from the President, what I saw in that speech

         12  was democracy at work, because many other countries

         13  would have fallen apart in what they call a

         14  constitutional crisis. Our constitution survived

         15  this. I offer my prayers to our President and think

         16  that this, again, is a recognition of a democracy

         17  that works.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         20  Council Member Reed.

         21                 Council Member Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Thank you, Mr.

         23  Public Advocate, for giving me the opportunity to

         24  rise, and to identify myself with the comments of my

         25  colleagues Mary Pinkett, Una Clarke, Helen Marshall,
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          2  and Council Member Reed.

          3                 I also would like to add some of my

          4  own comments.

          5                 I agree that what we witnessed

          6  yesterday, last night, was democracy at its best.

          7  What we must also see, that it was a strong voice

          8  and a strong precedent that in spite of all of the

          9  harassment, and all the pressure, he still insisted

         10  on speaking to the American people last night and he

         11  spoke.

         12                 I was very proud to see that in the

         13  audience he introduced a very well liked baseball

         14  player, Sosa, but I was also very well impressed

         15  with also the introduction of Ms. Rosa Park by the

         16  President. Rosa Park, when we speak about Martin

         17  Luther King, we cannot forget that it was Rosa Park

         18  who said, hell, no, I am not going to get up from

         19  this seat and sit in the back.

         20                 Well, it was Rosa Park and Martin

         21  Luther King that, through their struggle, when we

         22  analyze Martin Luther King, we analzye his life and

         23  his contribution, contribution that made it possible

         24  for people that look like me, sound like me, to get

         25  elected into office.
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          2                 The President last night, he called

          3  upon the Congress to listen to the American people,

          4  to listen and to pay attention to the plan that he

          5  had for the remainder of his term.

          6                 But I suspect that there are those

          7  powerful, so-called powerful people, there are those

          8  who feel that they are so powerful that they don't

          9  have to care about what the people in America really

         10  feel that the presidency and all of us should be

         11  doing.

         12                 He laid our plan in that plan.

         13  Ironically, if you look at the agenda today, besides

         14  -- if you look at the agenda, I have Resolution

         15  585, which calls upon Congress to increase the

         16  minimum wage of workers throughout this nation.

         17                 The reason it didn't pass the last

         18  time is because those members of Congress feel that

         19  they know they are not going to get rid of this

         20  President. The American people are telling them you

         21  better not. But they will accomplish one thing, and

         22  we cannot allow them to do that. The last time that

         23  the minimum wage was introduced by Senator Kennedy,

         24  he went down in defeat because this country was

         25  distracted by what is going on in Congress today and
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          2  in the Senate.

          3                 We cannot allow that to happen, and

          4  in remembering the struggle of Dr. Martin Luther

          5  King, we have to remember how he lost his life. We

          6  remember his birthday, but we have to remember how

          7  he lost his life. It was besides hateful people, it

          8  was people who were denying people an opportunity

          9  for jobs and to earn a decent living. He was

         10  assassinated in 1968 because he was working on

         11  behalf of men and women in the Sanitation

         12  Department, we cannot forget that.

         13                 So, I also thank you and I thank all

         14  of my colleagues, because we are remembering the

         15  contribution of Martin Luther King and also Rosa

         16  Park, but we also have to remember the struggle is

         17  not over. Martin Luther King's struggle is not over,

         18  that we have to keep our eyes on the Congress and

         19  the Senate, and we got to mobilize this City and

         20  this country because we cannot continue to be

         21  distracted from the work that we need to see come

         22  out of Congress and the Senate.

         23                 Thank you very much.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         25  Council member.
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          2                 Council Member Spigner and McCaffrey

          3  and then finally, Chair Berman.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

          5  Mr. Public Advocate.

          6                 I, as all New Yorkers, extend sincere

          7  condolences to the Edward family on the tragic death

          8  of their daughter.

          9                 I think, however, it is an

         10  unreasonable stretch to attach her death to an

         11  accident by this City Council in its addressing the

         12  issue of illegal vans or the dollar van.

         13                 The question of vans is a very

         14  complicated one, and I think it is deserving of all

         15  of the time that we have taken to address it,

         16  hopefully to find some resolution. What we have now

         17  is unacceptable.

         18                 There is blame enough to go around. I

         19  think what is totally irresponsible is for someone

         20  to put a van on the streets of the City of New York,

         21  picking up people by the hundreds, inadequately

         22  insured, with an inexperienced 18 year old in

         23  possession of this vehicle. That is irresponsible.

         24                 I think the City of New York's Police

         25  Department is irresponsible, when they do not
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          2  enforce these laws and permit citizens of our City

          3  to get around these dangerous vehicles at their own

          4  peril.

          5                 The Mayor says we can't enforce this

          6  law. Well, the Mayor of the City of New York removed

          7  the peddlers off 125th Street, he tackled the taxi

          8  drivers, he tackled Fulton Fish Market, and any

          9  other, the garbage situation, but he chooses not to

         10  address enforcement against the illegal vans.

         11                 It is an economic issue, I think the

         12  Transit Authority and the Administration feels that

         13  if they don't have to put buses out there, we save

         14  money, to impose these inferior modes of

         15  transportation on our communities.

         16                 This Council, this member of the

         17  Council, will do all that he can to reach a

         18  resolution that will eliminate the exploitation and

         19  the self-exploitation that these poor guys that run

         20  these vans up and down our streets, endangering

         21  their lives and the lives of others.

         22                 Yes, I want them to have regulated

         23  vans, in an orderly system, with workers who receive

         24  union wages and benefits and pensions, like Transit

         25  Authority's bus drivers, and others who work in
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          2  union situations, not what we have out there now. It

          3  is anarchy, it is exploitive and it is dangerous for

          4  both the operators and the citizens of our City

          5  alike.

          6                 We take no responsibility for that

          7  young lady's death, and I hope that this Council

          8  takes no responsibility. And when the lawyers finish

          9  trying to find the owner of that van, I hope then

         10  they sue the City of New York, which is ultimately

         11  responsible.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         13  Council Member Spigner.

         14                 Council Member McCaffrey.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Mr. Public

         16  Advocate, let me just join with a number of my

         17  colleagues in extending a fond farewell to Corey

         18  Bearak and a wish for success. He has been a

         19  distinguished civic leader over the years and has

         20  brought great credit to the Council and to the

         21  members he has worked for.

         22                 On Dr. King, you know, let me just

         23  say to my colleague, Mary Pinkett, Dr. King's

         24  message was inspirational to the Irish Peace

         25  Movement, who took great solace and comfort and
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          2  strength as they began as the renewal of the

          3  struggle of 1969 to have seen what the legacy was

          4  and what the example was, and the type of challenges

          5  that would be confronted, the violent depression and

          6  the forces there. And it is sad to have seen the

          7  replica in Ireland of what took place in Alabama, in

          8  terms of seeing police forces brutalize those who

          9  were asserting human rights. So, I think that Dr.

         10  King's legacy is truly an item that transcends all

         11  communities in this City and in this nation. His

         12  example is one that continues to be felt throughout.

         13                 I had the opportunity of being in a

         14  southern city the night in which Dr. King was

         15  killed, and as someone who had come from a northern

         16  college and to be there that night, I sensed the

         17  angst and the emotional pain of so many, sadly the

         18  pain felt by many was not articulated, they should

         19  have spoken out at that moment.

         20                 And I remember Robert Kennedy coming

         21  to a city in Indiana, outside of Indianapolis and

         22  talking about how his loss of family was the same

         23  pain that he was experiencing with the loss of Dr.

         24  King. So, his example continues year in year out and

         25  it should be 365 days a year, not just one.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

          3  Council member.

          4                 Council Member Linares has sought to

          5  be recognized.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you.

          7                 I also would like to echo in the

          8  remarks that have been made beginning with Council

          9  Member Pinkett, and ending with Council Member

         10  McCaffrey.

         11                 I believe that a human being becomes

         12  universal when he transcends all of the barriers

         13  that define the context of struggle, the context of

         14  people trying to pursue to improving their lives,

         15  and Martin Luther King is that type of human being,

         16  with the actions that he took and the legacy that he

         17  left for all of us. And I proudly stand here as an

         18  immigrant, as a first elected in this City Council,

         19  and as someone that shares very much in the struggle

         20  that African-Americans have played and every wave of

         21  immigrant that has come here looking to improve

         22  their conditions, and I think his contribution to us

         23  will serve that we still have so much work to

         24  fulfill the dream that he shared with us, and the

         25  same goes for others like Malcolm X, of whom there
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          2  is a memorial in my district, and Rosa Park that was

          3  acknowledged last night by the President on behalf

          4  of all of us, and I think that we have to reflect on

          5  that legacy but put that legacy into action in terms

          6  of what we are doing in this Council and what we do

          7  with our family and what we do with our community

          8  where we live and what we need to do to make sure

          9  that the liberties that we have here and that we

         10  struggle for here should be shared with every human

         11  being on this earth.

         12                 So, I just want to echo on the

         13  remarks that have been made and I want to thank you

         14  for the opportunity.

         15                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         16  Council Member Linares.

         17                 Chair Berman.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I would

         19  respectfully move that we now adjourn.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Before

         21  adjourning, I want to thank the 14 members of the

         22  City Council who are still here, and may your pay

         23  increases be tied to your attendance.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Mr. Public

         25  Advocate, again, I want to remind everybody, we
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          2  adjourn in memory of Richard Dachs.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Chairman.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 3:10 p.m.)
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