Int. No. 599

By Council Members Vacca, Arroyo, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Fidler, Gentile, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Koslowitz, Mendez, Vann, Williams, Foster, Mark-Viverito, Garodnick, Barron, Jackson, Nelson, Rose, Levin and Lappin  

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that taxicab passenger enhancement systems be accessible to people with disabilities.  

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Chapter five of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-538 to read as follows:


§ 19-538  Accessibility requirements a.  For the purposes of the section, the following terms shall have the following meanings:


1. “Accessible to people with disabilities” shall mean any taxicab passenger enhancement system that is:


i. equipped with an assistive listening system for persons with hearing impairments that is connected with any intercom, video, or audio system, when such a system is installed; and


ii. equipped with instructions in (a) Braille and (b) large-print text in such manner as provided for and adopted by the commission.


iii. designed to be installed in a uniform location within all taxicabs.  


2. “taxicab passenger enhancement system” shall mean the hardware and software that provides the following four core services:


i. credit, debit, and prepaid card payment;


ii.  text messaging;


iii.  trip data collection and transmission; and


iv. data transmission by means of the passenger information monitor.


b.  All taxicab passenger enhancement systems must be accessible to people with disabilities.   


§2. This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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