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INT. NO. 355:
By Council Members Koppell, Liu, Gennaro, Mendez and Yassky

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to accessible clean air taxis.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Chapter 5 of title 19.

INTRODUCTION

On June 14, 2006, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 355, which would amend Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-533.1.

The proposed legislation would provide for the establishment of a competition for the development of accessible clean air vehicles to be used as taxicabs in the City of New York.
BACKGROUND

New York City’s medallion taxicab industry uses 12,779 taxicabs to service New York’s 8.1 million residents. Taxicabs provide a crucial transportation service for New Yorkers and often serve as an important supplement to public transportation. Demand responsive transportation, such as taxicabs, is especially vital for wheelchair users in New York City. The City’s large public transportation system is largely inaccessible to the disabled, making demand responsive taxi services important with respect to the daily transportation needs of the City’s disabled residents. New York’s taxi industry also represents an opportunity to improve the City’s air quality. Currently, the industry overwhelmingly relies upon vehicles that have poor gas mileage and add to the City’s air pollution problem. 

In 2003, the New York State Legislature and the City Council authorized the issuance of 900 new taxicab medallions.  Of those new medallions, at least 9% (81) were required to be used with a hybrid electric or a compressed natural gas vehicle (“alternative fuel vehicle”) and at least 9% (81) additional licenses were to be used with a wheelchair accessible vehicle. The City auctioned 300 medallions in spring 2004 and 292 in fall 2004, in which 19 alternative fuel medallions and 27 wheelchair-accessible medallions were sold.  The Administration’s current plan is to auction off the remaining 308 medallions on June 16, June 22 and June 29, 2006.  Into 339-A, legislation recently approved by the Council, ensures that 54 of these medallions will be for new handicap accessible taxis and 254 will be alternative fuel taxis.  In total, the City will increase the number of wheelchair accessible taxis to 81 from 27, and the number of alternative fuel taxis to 281 from 27.

ANALYSIS

Section 1 of Int. No. 355 would incorporate the legislative findings, which indicate the need for the City’s taxicab industry to play an important role in providing transportation for the disabled, as well as actively attempt to reduce harmful automotive emissions. There are currently no accessible hybrid electric vehicles available in the United States and the Council therefore finds that the Taxi and Limousine Commission should establish specifications for an accessible hybrid electric vehicle for use as a taxicab in the City and establish a competition for the design of such a vehicle. Such a competition would indicate the interest of the City of New York in such a vehicle and spur development in this area.

Section 2 of Int. No. 355 would amend Chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-533.1, entitled “accessible clean air taxis”.  Paragraph 1 of subdivision a would provide the definition of an accessible hybrid electric vehicle to mean any vehicle equipped with a hydraulic lift or ramps designed for the purpose of transporting persons using wheelchairs or other personal mobility aids, such as scooters, or containing any other physical device or alteration designed to permit access to and enable the transportation of physically disabled persons and that complies with the accessibility requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, and any regulations promulgated thereunder, or any vehicle determined to be accessible to physically disabled persons pursuant to rules promulgated by the commissioner, and is at the same time a commercially available mass-produced vehicle originally equipped by the manufacturer with a combustion engine system together with an electric propulsion system that operates in an integrated manner; provided that such vehicle shall be approved by the commission for use as a taxicab. 

Subdivision b of §19-533.1would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to approve specifications for an accessible hybrid electric vehicle model for use as a taxicab in the City of New York within one hundred twenty days after the enactment of the local law.

Subdivision c of §19-533.1 would require the Taxi and Limousine Commission to establish a competition for the development of an accessible hybrid electric vehicle for use as a taxicab in the City of New York according to specifications approved pursuant to subdivision b of the proposed legislation within thirty days of such approval.

Section 3 of Int. No. 355 would provide that this local law would take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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