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The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Larian Angelo, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement
Proposed Intro. No: 
281-A





Committee:
Health


Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to the administration of emergency contraception to rape victims in emergency departments.


Sponsor:
By Council Members Moskowitz, Gioia, Quinn, Reyna, Clarke, Baez, Comrie, Davis, Gerson, Jackson, Koppell, Lopez, Monserrate, Nelson, Perkins, Recchia, Reed, Sanders, DeBlasio, Brewer, Yassky and Katz; also Council Members Seabrook and Stewart.

Summary of Legislation: With the exception of the Health and Hospitals Corporation, the proposed legislation would prevent any city agency (defined as a city, county, borough, administration, department, division bureau, board or commission, or a corporation, institution or agency of government, the expenses of which are paid in whole or in part from the city treasury) from entering into a covered agreement or covered contract with any hospital unless it agreed to the following three provisions:

· Rape victims who present themselves to a hospital emergency room must be notified that emergency contraception is available, and, upon the request of the victim, the hospital must administer emergency contraception in a timely manner, if deemed medically appropriate.

· The hospital must provide an annual report stating: the number of rape victims treated in its emergency room; the number of treated rape victims offered emergency contraception; the number of treated rape victims for whom it was decided that the administration of emergency contraception was not deemed medically appropriate and a brief explanation pertaining to that decision; and the number of treated rape victims who either accepted or denied emergency contraception.

· The hospital must provide the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) a copy of its protocol for treatment of rape victims only if the protocol has changed since the hospital last entered into a covered contract or covered agreement with a city agency. 

Hospitals which have covered contracts or covered agreements with a city agency risk a civil penalty of not less than $5,000 if through litigation or arbitration, they were found to have failed to either notify rape victims about the availability of emergency contraception, or failed to provide emergency contraception to rape victims in a timely manner, if deemed medically appropriate.

Effective Date: This local law would take effect 45 days after its enactment; provided, however, that any rules consistent with this local law and necessary to its implementation may be promulgated prior to such effective date.

Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2003


Fiscal Impact Statement:
	
	Effective FY03
	FY Succeeding 

Effective FY04
	Full Fiscal 

Impact FY03

	Revenues (+)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures (-)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Net
	$0
	$0
	$0


Impact on Revenues: There would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

Impact on Expenditures: There would be no impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation.  The cost of the pharmaceuticals would be borne entirely by the voluntary hospitals.

Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
Not applicable.

Source of Information:


City Council Finance Division

Estimate Prepared By:


Michael Polenberg, Legislative Analyst

City Council Finance Division

Peter Bruno, Assistant Director

City Council Finance Division

FIS History:




To be considered by the Committee on February 24, 2003.
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