New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
LS No. ____
Prime Sponsor:
Council Member Phil Wong
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of health and mental hygiene to report on referrals to assisted outpatient treatment programs
Submitted by:
Council Member Phil Wong
Justification
Kendra’s law mandates mental health services for people that the courts have decided to pose a risk to themselves and others. This system works better if the experts in the city agencies and hospitals refer to the patients they work with should be in assisted outpatient treatment program.
This legislation would require the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to report how many times city agencies and hospitals submit referrals for individuals to assisted outpatient treatment programs under the state law known as Kendra’s Law, including the number of petitions filed for such referrals and the number of resulting court orders.
This program helps those in most need of help, but if it is not used then our struggling residents will continue to suffer. If we have a report regarding usage we will know what agencies we should be advocating for greater usage.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
