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          1  TECHNOLOGY IN GOVERNMENT

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BREWER: Good morning. I'm

          3  Gale Brewer, City Council member, and Chair of the

          4  City Council Committee on Technology In Government.

          5  And I'm joined here by Freddy Kaplan, attorney, and

          6  Michael Santorelli, who is the Policy Analyst, and a

          7  wonderful person. Andrew is here from the Finance

          8  Department. And we are here with two members of the

          9  City Council, who will introduce themselves, to

         10  support Intro. 625-A, which is a bill that will

         11  mandate a Broadband Advisory Committee made up of 15

         12  members. It will review the ways and methods of

         13  using municipal resources to discuss the build out

         14  of current emerging and any new broadband

         15  technologies, such as Yi-Max, Yi-Fi, broadband over

         16  power lines, and the findings will be used to inform

         17  the public and agencies in the City Council

         18  regarding the possibilities for dissipating the

         19  digital divide and figuring out ways that New

         20  Yorkers can have accessible, efficient and

         21  inexpensive broadband around the five boroughs. And

         22  this is a bill that is looked forward to I think by

         23  national groups around the City, and it's also a

         24  group that has a possibility of involving the public

         25  in this discussion, which I think is incredibly
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          2  important, bringing sunshine to the issue of

          3  broadband, in a very complicated area.

          4                 I want to thank the Mayor's Office,

          5  who participated in the discussion, and all those

          6  who worked with them to bring this possibility of

          7  passage today and tomorrow.

          8                 Thank you very much, and we would

          9  love to hear from my colleague, Council Member Bill

         10  DeBlasio from Brooklyn and Council Member James

         11  Sanders, Jr., from Queens.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you

         13  very much, Madam Chair.

         14                 I want to commend you. This is one of

         15  the moments in the four years we've all been here

         16  together that we're actually making history, and are

         17  changing the way our society is in a very

         18  fundamental manner.

         19                 This Advisory Committee per se may

         20  not be, the material outcome, you know, in and of

         21  itself create the material outcome, but it has

         22  opened the door for changing how we do things and

         23  for catching up with the way many other places of

         24  this country and the world are doing things so that

         25  we can actually provide equal access in this
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          2  historic moment when we're talking about the biggest

          3  City in the United States of America and the

          4  effective capitol of the world, that we're about to

          5  do this. And you have been not only tireless, you

          6  have been visionary in how you approach this. So, I

          7  look forward to voting.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Thank you,

          9  Madam Chair. You certainly have picked a historic

         10  day in New York City to do these things. This is the

         11  day, of course, where the first day of the Transit

         12  strike, and it has been a journey to get here,

         13  however, a journey worth taking.

         14                 As we continue to think globally, we

         15  do have the opportunity to act locally, and the

         16  digital divide is something that the world is

         17  experiencing, and I would argue, Madam Chair, that

         18  your very humble efforts, our very humble efforts

         19  may indeed help tilt the wheels of history, and help

         20  give the world a new way of looking at the situation

         21  that perhaps government has an obligation to even

         22  the playing field for all of its citizens, to allow

         23  the very rich and the very poor the same opportunity

         24  to excel. The next Einstein may come out of some

         25  housing development or something of this nature,
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          2  aided, of course, by the ability to get onto the

          3  worldwide web, aided by the net, aided indirectly by

          4  the actions that we in the Council take.

          5                 So, I commend you for this,

          6  absolutely we should study this issue, and there

          7  should be a panel of citizens, of worthy

          8  individuals, of worthy New Yorkers who are empowered

          9  to see this thing through.

         10                 So, I'm very glad to be here, and I

         11  look forward to this vote, Madam Chair.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Okay, this is for a

         13  vote on 625-A.

         14                 Council Member Brewer.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BREWER: I vote aye. And

         16  also tell Andy Grossman from the Finance Division,

         17  thank you for figuring out it would cost only

         18  $75,000. I appreciate that. And I vote aye and thank

         19  my colleagues very much for participating in the

         20  Committee and for your insight and definitely thank

         21  the staff who have made broadband discussion a part

         22  of New York City's history. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         24  DeBlasio.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

          3  Sanders.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Chair,

          5  before I would vote I would ask permission that

          6  somehow this one has escaped my name. To make

          7  history is one thing, but to have your imprints on

          8  history is another.

          9                 I ask your indulgence to put my name

         10  on this bill also.

         11                 Under those conditions, I vote aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: 625-A passes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BREWER: Thank you very

         14  much. This hearing is left open, until one other

         15  participant, one other Council Member has voted, but

         16  I thank everybody for participating today. Thank

         17  you.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 12:00 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 20th day of December 2005.
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