New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number:
LS No. 25058
Prime Sponsor:
By The Speaker (Council Member Menin) and Council Member Zhuang
Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing a quadrennial regulatory review commission
Submitted by:
The Speaker (Council Member Julie Menin)
Justification
New York City small businesses are subject to a massive number of rules, regulations, and bureaucratic hurdles in trying to open and operate. These hurdles make it very difficult for businesses to succeed. While many of the rules and regulations are necessary for health and safety, some rules are outdated, or contain unnecessarily high fines or lack cure periods. 
The proposed legislation would require the creation of a Quadrennial Regulatory Review Commission, which would meet every 4 years to study the regulatory framework for businesses operating in NYC and issue recommendations for governmental process improvements, legislation, and rulemaking to ease the ability to create, operate, and grow businesses in NYC. The Commission would issue recommendations related to permitting, licensing, inspections, and applications, and laws and rules establishing regulatory requirements, penalties, and fees. The agency regulations that would be reviewed would emanate from: 
· Department of Consumer and Worker Protection;
· Department of Health and Mental Hygiene;
· Department of Buildings;
· Department of Environmental Protection;
· Fire Department of New York;
· Department of Sanitation;
· Department of Transportation; and
· Any other agency or office the commission deems relevant.
The Commission would be chaired by a member of the public representing the small business community, and the members would include representatives of all the above-mentioned agencies, as well as 7 Council appointees. The Commission would meet once per month, and issue a report with its recommendations 6 months after the Commission appointments are made. The report would be submitted to the Speaker and the Mayor and posted on the City’s website.
The proposed legislation would ensure that every administration would have to take a look at outdated or unnecessary regulations and make recommendations that could ease the burdens on small businesses in NYC.
For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
