Res. No. 290
..Title

Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.4348 / S.5809, to prepare New York for the upcoming 2020 decennial Census.
..Body

By Council Member Vallone


Whereas, The United States (‘U.S.’) Constitution mandates that the federal government conduct a decennial census for tax and representation purposes; and

Whereas, U.S. Census data is widely used by government agencies, research institutions and community groups for appropriating billions of dollars in federal aid and service delivery; and


Whereas, Both overcounts and undercounts occur in the census process and the U.S. Census bureau itself acknowledges such deviations exist; and

Whereas, New York State Assemblyman Marcos Crespo has claimed that undercounts in 2010 may have contributed to the loss of at least two congressional seats in New York, and a similar risk persists in 2020; and

Whereas, In spite of precautions taken by the U.S. Census bureau in 2010, canvassing failed to identify many addresses due in part to an inability to access illegal sublets and apartment building residences, and residents’ fear or mistrust of federal employees; and

Whereas, As a result of factors unique to its densely populated urban context, New York City had the lowest Census response rate for the 2000 and 2010 Census, about 10 percentage points below the national average; and

Whereas, In anticipation and preparation for the upcoming 2020 Census, New York State Assemblyman Crespo and Senator Klein introduced A.4348 and S.5809, respectively, to establish a New York State 2020 Complete Count Commission; and

Whereas, This commission would be empowered to identify the issues that led to the 2010 U.S. Census undercount in New York state and make recommendations to ensure an accurate count in the 2020 U.S. Census; and
Whereas, The Speaker (Council Member Johnson) of the Council of the City of New York has announced a New York City focused taskforce to support and enhance the decennial Census and ensure that all New Yorkers are counted; and

Whereas, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced a new mayoral initiative, “Get Counted,” headed by a Census Coordinator to ensure that typically difficult-to-reach immigrant and low-income communities are counted; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass, and the Governor to sign, A.4348/S.5809, to prepare New York for the upcoming 2020 decennial Census.
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