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•
About 140,000 children are enrolled in special education programs.  This year, the number will grow to 154,000, or about 1 in 11 students.

•
Another 25,000 students attend non-public or pre-K special education programs. Almost 20,000 of the 140,000 public school students attend District 75 programs.

•
56% of special education students are in elementary school, 20% are in middle school, and 24% in high school.

•
About 46% of special education students have learning disabilities, 24% have speech-language impairments, and 13% have emotion disturbances.  

•
Almost one-half of special education students are educated in regular school buildings, but 40% of students spend 60% of more of their time in special classrooms.  In Chicago, only 29% are outside the classroom as much.  In Los Angeles, 33%.

•
African American children are 50% more likely to be in restrictive environments than white students.

•
The Department of Education employs 11,810 special education teachers, 1,170 school psychologists, 2,640 counselors, 2,015 speech-language therapists and 1,151 occupational therapists.  

•
On any given day, up to 35% of special education students are not receiving their mandated services.

•
The Department of Education has 1 teacher for every 12.7 special education students.  NYC has a smaller ratio of students with disabilities to administrative staff (135:1) than in Chicago (154:1) and the national average (353:1).

•
New York City spends $4.2 billion on special education, or about $1 of every $4 (25%) spent on public education.  That is about $27,250 per student, or twice the average for general education students.  Chicago spends only 15% on special education, and Los Angeles 9.6%.

•
45% of special education students drop out.  This dropout rate is higher than the average for the state (32%) and the nation (25%).  

•
In the 2003 school year, only 82 special education students received a Regents diploma.  Only 28% obtained a “local” diploma. 

•
The Department spends about $238 million a year to defend 4000 + claims by parents that it is doing something wrong.  Most of the time, it loses.

•
In September last year, about 90% of students who had been evaluated for special education had been waiting more than 60 days for services to start.  By June, 50% of evaluated students were still waiting that long.

•
The Department’s record keeping system is so outdated that student records are sent by courier.

•
The Department has been subject to a consent decree in the Jose P litigation since 1979.   Jose P would be 41 years old today.
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