Int. No. 1531
By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Member Crowley  
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to efficiently facilitate the processing of bail payments
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of Title 9 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 9-148 to read as follows:   

§ 9-148 Bail payments and processing. 

a. The department shall accept cash bail payments immediately and continuously after an inmate is admitted to the custody of the department, except on such dates in which such inmate appears in court other than an arraignment in criminal court.  

b. The department shall release any inmate for whom bail or bond has been paid or posted within two hours of such payment or the department’s receipt of notice thereof, whichever occurs later.  Such timeframe may be extended, but in any event shall be forthwith, when:

1. The inmate receives discharge planning services prior to release;

2. The inmate has a warrant or hold from another jurisdiction or agency;

3. The inmate is being transported at the time bail or bond is paid or posted;

4. The inmate is not in departmental custody at the time bail or bond is paid or posted;

5. The inmate requires immediate medical or mental health treatment;

6. Section 520.30 of the criminal procedure law necessitates a delay.

c. The department shall accept cash bail payments at any courthouse unless the department accepts cash bail at another location within one half mile of such courthouse during all operating hours of such courthouse and at least two hours subsequent to such courthouse’s closing. Such acceptance may include the operation of machines capable of accepting cash deposits and deposits made through a debit card or similar device, provided that such machines operate at all hours.  

§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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