New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation references below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number: LS 17885

Prime Sponsor: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Bill Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of buildings to inform property owners of permit sign-off requirements.
Submitted by: Council Member Yusef Salaam
Justification
This bill would promote compliance, transparency, and public safety by ensuring that property owners are clearly and consistently informed of their obligation to obtain Department of Buildings (DOB) sign-off for permitted work. Property owners are responsible for knowing and understanding these regulations during construction and maintenance of their property. Owners often aren’t aware they must complete sign-off, which can lead to additional costs, inspection complications, and delays in refinancing or selling property. By requiring DOB to provide timely electronic notice upon permit issuance and at regular intervals, with increased frequency as expiration approaches, this legislation helps prevent permits from lapsing unintentionally and reduces administrative burdens associated with expired or unresolved permits. Clear communication of sign-off requirements, inspection accessibility rules, and the consequences of noncompliance will support property owners in meeting their obligations, improve regulatory compliance, and enhance the integrity of the City’s building oversight system.

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation






