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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Good morning. The

          3  Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and

          4  Maritime Use is called to order. I am Council Member

          5  John Sabini from Queens, I chair the panel. The full

          6  Land Use Committee is chaired by June Eisland of the

          7  Bronx.

          8                 We will hear today four landmarked

          9  items. We are joined by Council Members Bill Perkins

         10  of Manhattan and Priscilla Wooten of Brooklyn, and

         11  special guest Guillermo Linares from Manhattan, who

         12  has an item on the agenda, as well.

         13                 Today we will hear four items, Land

         14  Use 1085. Manhattan Community Board No. 12.

         15  Landmarks Preservation Commission designation of

         16  Fire Engine Company 67 in Council Member Linares'

         17  district.

         18                 Land Use 1086, Manhattan Community

         19  Board 4, an LPC designation of the Catholic

         20  Apostolic Church, now the Church of all Nations, in

         21  Council Member Eldridge's district. Land Use 1087,

         22  Queens Community Board No. 12, LPC designation of

         23  the former Suffolk Title and Guarantee Building in

         24  Council Member White's District, and Land Use 1089,

         25  Manhattan Community Board 1, LPC designation of One
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          2  Wall Street, now the Bank of New York building, in

          3  Council Member Kathryn E. Freed's district.

          4                 I call to the witness table

          5  Landmarks. Amanda.

          6                 Identify yourself for the record,

          7  please.

          8                 Do we have a new Chair yet, or is it

          9  officially --

         10                 MS. PITMAN: We.  Do today it's

         11  official.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Today. So we will

         13  be seeing her on Thursday at our hearing?

         14                 MS. PITMAN: Thursday, that's correct.

         15  The Budget hearing.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI:  Okay. Identify

         17  yourself for the record.

         18                 MS. PITMAN: Good morning, Council

         19  Members. My name is Amanda Pitman, I am Director of

         20  Community and Government Affairs for the Landmarks

         21  Preservation Commission.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Land Use 1085,

         23  Manhattan Community Board 12, your designation of

         24  Engine Company 67, Council Member Linares' district,

         25  who joins us today.
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          2                 MS. PITMAN: My name is Amanda Pitman,

          3  Director of Community and Government Affairs to the

          4  Landmarks Preservation Commission.

          5                 I am here to testify on the

          6  Commission's designation of Fire Engine Company 67

          7  at 514 West 170th Street in Manhattan, as a New York

          8  City landmark.

          9                 On December 14th, 1999, the Landmarks

         10  Preservation Commission held a public hearing on

         11  proposed designation of Fire Engine Company 67.

         12                 At the public hearing,

         13  representatives of the Fire Department and Historic

         14  Districts Council spoke in favor of the designation.

         15                 On February 27th, 2001, the

         16  Commission voted to designate Fire Engine Company 67

         17  a New York City landmark.

         18                 Designed by Ernst Flagg and William

         19  B. Chambers, Fire Engine Company 67 was completed in

         20  1898 to serve the growing neighborhood of Washington

         21  Heights.

         22                 Using modern steel framing, which is

         23  articulated in the large expanse of glass window

         24  openings, Flagg and Chambers create a unique facade

         25  which pays homage to both the past and the future.
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          2                 By applying classical motifs to the

          3  standard fire station composition, Flagg and

          4  Chambers use their training to create a monumental

          5  civic building to serve as a prototype for their

          6  future fire stations. Now over 100 years old, Fire

          7  Engine Company 67 still operates as a fire station.

          8                 The Commission urges you to affirm

          9  the designation of Fire Engine Company 67.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.

         11                 How many fire houses are now

         12  landmarked, before this -- well, actually including

         13  this. I'm sorry.

         14                 MS. PITMAN: You know, I don't know

         15  that. I know that we designated one last year and

         16  this is the first this year, so in total I don't

         17  know. I can find out though.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: My recollection

         19  is it's about a dozen.

         20                 Questions? Council Member Linares.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Chair.

         23                 First of all, I want to thank you for

         24  entertaining this land use item coming from my

         25  district, and I want to, for the record, extend
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          2  gratitude to the Landmarks Commission, Preservation

          3  Commission, for taking this on.

          4                 I believe that the context of

          5  highlighting landmarks throughout our City have a

          6  legacy and a way of preserving our City, but also

          7  recognizing, also a recognition to the work that the

          8  men and women in uniform, in this particular case

          9  the Fire Department, and Engine Company 67, which

         10  serves one of the most overcrowded neighborhoods in

         11  the City of New York and serves well. I can attest

         12  to that for the past ten years.

         13                 I think it's also a recognition for

         14  the service that they provide the neighborhood, and

         15  that is why I'm very proud that we are taking an

         16  affirmative step to acknowledge the work of those

         17  who created this wonderful, beautiful structure

         18  within the heart of one of the most beautiful

         19  communities in the City of New York, in Washington

         20  Heights. And I hope that this is one step in the

         21  direction of identifying and preserving other

         22  wonderful and beautiful structures that we have

         23  within that community, and I want to thank the

         24  community board for passing a resolution in support

         25  of this Land Use item, and I want to thank you, Mr.
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          2  Chair, for bringing it to my attention, and the

          3  staff that did work with the Commission to address

          4  this.

          5                 I think that we ought to make this

          6  one of many, particularly for Northern Manhattan,

          7  given such a long history of creating and building a

          8  beautiful structure that we must preserve, and if we

          9  look at this station, it really needs a lot of

         10  investment to really upgrade and I'm glad to see

         11  that this goes in the direction of really fully

         12  restoring this fire house so that it continues to

         13  serve our community.

         14                 Thank you for your testimony today.

         15                 I have one quick question. Do you

         16  have a sense of the time that it will take to fully

         17  restore to its original splendor this structure?

         18                 MS. PITMAN: I don't have an exact

         19  time frame. I mean, it does take -- I know that it's

         20  not a speedy process, especially if you do it the

         21  right way, so I don't have an exact time frame in

         22  terms of how long it would take to restore the

         23  building.

         24                 I can certainly find out. I mean, I

         25  can speak to our Preservation Department, they would
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          2  have a better idea.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I would

          4  appreciate that very much.

          5                 MS. PITMAN: Okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: What this

          7  action in the Council within Land Use does is that

          8  it really puts things on track, and makes them

          9  expeditious, I have to assume.

         10                 Would you say that that's accurate?

         11                 MS. PITMAN: I mean, I think it's

         12  certainly, you know, when something is landmarked,

         13  people may have a stronger sense to invest more in

         14  the property. But, again, I would have to find out

         15  sort of how long it would take to restore this

         16  particular site.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Okay. Again,

         18  I want to thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: LPC wouldn't go

         20  forward with a designation if the site wasn't in

         21  good order as it is?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Right.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Okay. Because,

         24  for example, we have perhaps one of the oldest

         25  standing structures in Queens, the old St. James
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          2  Church in my district we can't designate because

          3  it's in such ramshackled condition and until it

          4  comes up to the level of being considered, it can't

          5  be considered because it is really right now a mess.

          6                 So, in order to get where it is now,

          7  it's got to be in pretty good condition.

          8                 MS. PITMAN: Right. And intact. And

          9  also to have great storage, as well, is important.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Okay.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Chairman. I appreciate your consideration.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.

         14                 We're going to move now to Land Use

         15  1086, in Manhattan Community Board 4, the LPC

         16  designation of the Catholic Apostolic Church, now

         17  the Church For All Nations, in Council Member Ronnie

         18  Eldridge's District.

         19                 Amanda Pitman for the Landmarks

         20  Commission.

         21                 MS. PITMAN: Good morning, Council

         22  Members. My name is Amanda Pitman, Director of

         23  Community and Government Affairs, the Landmarks

         24  Preservation Commission.

         25                 I am here today to testify on the
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          2  Commission's designation of the Catholic Apostolic

          3  Church at 417-419 West 57th Street as a New York

          4  City landmark.

          5                 On October 31st, 2000, the Landmarks

          6  Preservation Commission had a public hearing on the

          7  proposed designation of the Catholic Apostolic

          8  Church. Four people spoke in favor of the

          9  designation, including representatives of the owner,

         10  the Historic Districts Council, and the New York

         11  Landmarks Conservancy and Community Board 4.

         12                 On February 27th, 2001, the

         13  Commission voted to designate the Catholic Apostolic

         14  Church a New York City Landmark.

         15                 Built in 1885, the Catholic Apostolic

         16  Church was one of Architect Francis H. Kimble's

         17  earliest independent commissions in New York City.

         18                 Kimble's beautiful design executed in

         19  red brick, laid in running bond, an extensive red

         20  terra-cotta of a brownstone base is a great example

         21  of a Victorian Gothic style, and is a masterful

         22  solution for a small mid-block church.

         23                 As one of the first churches to

         24  employ structural terra-cotta, it's noted for its

         25  intricately designed rose window within a pointed
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          2  arch surround, one of the most complex yet attempted

          3  in terra-cotta in the United States.

          4                 Established as a Christian

          5  Pentecostal sect in the early 19th century, the

          6  Catholic Apostolic Church was founded on the beliefs

          7  in the impending second coming of Christ.

          8                 Today the building is home to the

          9  Church for All Nations.

         10                 The Commission urges you to affirm

         11  the designation of the Catholic Apostolic Church.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you. From

         13  the Committee report that I glanced at the other day

         14  -- I'm sorry, the Commission report, this is really

         15  quite an example of terra-cotta in New York City,

         16  something that the Commission has in the past tried

         17  to help preserve and that's really nice.

         18                 Any questions?

         19                 Okay, moving on. Land Use 1087,

         20  Queens Community Board 12.

         21                 We can call the roll on the items for

         22  Council Member Wooten, if you do desire.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you.

         24                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         25  Wooten.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I vote aye on

          3  all.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.

          5                 Would you call Council Member

          6  Perkins, please.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Perkins.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye on all.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you. We are

         11  awaiting Council Member Carrion's arrival as well.

         12                 Okay, Land Use 1087, Queens Community

         13  Board 12, LPC designation of the Suffolk Title and

         14  Guarantee Building.

         15                 MS. PITMAN: Amanda Pitman, Director

         16  of Community and Government Affairs for Landmarks

         17  Preservation Commission.

         18                 I'm here today to testify on the

         19  Commission's designation of the former Suffolk Title

         20  and Guarantee Building at 90-04 161st Street in

         21  Queens as a New York City landmark.

         22                 On March 6th, 2001, the Landmarks

         23  Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the

         24  proposed designation of the Suffolk Title and

         25  Guarantee Building. Three witnesses spoke in favor
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          2  of the designation, including representatives of the

          3  Society for the Architecture of the City and

          4  Historic District Council.

          5                 In addition, the Commission received

          6  statements of support from the Greater Jamaica

          7  Development Corporation, the Friends of terra-cotta,

          8  and Stanley Cogan, the Borough Historian of Queens.

          9                 On March 6th, 2001, the Commission

         10  voted to designate the former Suffolk Title and

         11  Guarantee building a New York City landmark.

         12                 Designed by the architectural firm

         13  Dennison and Herons, the Suffolk Title and Guarantee

         14  building is a rare example of a structure outside of

         15  Manhattan, using the setbacks on interrupted

         16  vertical piers and art deco details associated with

         17  skyscrapers.

         18                 Built in 1929, the building is

         19  adorned with boldly colored terra-cotta ornaments

         20  designed by noted sculptor Rene' Shambalon.

         21                 The firm Dennison and Herons was well

         22  known for its bank commissions. In 1945, the Suffolk

         23  Title and Guarantee building was bought be real

         24  estate developer Frederick C. Trump, who later

         25  donated the building to the Greater Jamaica

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            15

          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  Corporation, a not-for-profit organization.

          3                 The Commission urges you to affirm

          4  the designation of the former Suffolk and Title

          5  Guarantee building.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thank you.

          7                 I have an impertinent question, which

          8  I'm afraid of the answer.

          9                 Community Board 12 has a history with

         10  the Commission; did they consider this?

         11                 MS. PITMAN: I believe, yes, they did.

         12  I mean, of course, letters always go out to the

         13  community boards and we try very hard to get

         14  resolutions from them.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: And what was

         16  their --

         17                 MS. PITMAN: I believe they were in

         18  support, but I'll check, because it wasn't noted in

         19  the report, and it wasn't raised during the prep, so

         20  I will find out.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: At the risk of

         22  sounding high handed, I think this is an opportunity

         23  for the Commission to reach out to that Board and

         24  perhaps smooth over what may have been some bad

         25  feelings over prior battle with Jamaica Savings
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          2  Bank, which still left a bad taste in people's

          3  mouths out there, and perhaps this is a way for the

          4  Commission to sort of do some better PR with the

          5  folks in Southeast Queens.

          6                 MS. PITMAN: Okay.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Because this is a

          8  beautiful building, it's unique to Queens, and I

          9  think this is an opportunity it should be seized.

         10                 Okay, Land Use 1089. Manhattan

         11  Community Board 1, LPC designation of One Wall

         12  Street, Bank of New York Building, Council Member

         13  Freed's district.

         14                 MS. PITMAN: Amanda Pitman, Director

         15  of Community and Government Affairs, Landmarks

         16  Preservation Commission.

         17                 I'm here today to testify on the

         18  Commission's designation of One Wall Street in

         19  Manhattan as a New York City landmark.

         20                 On December 15th, 1998, the Landmarks

         21  Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the

         22  proposed designation of One Wall Street. Five people

         23  spoke in favor of the designation, including a

         24  representative of the Bank of New York, as well as

         25  representatives of the New York Landmarks
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          2  Conservancy and the Municipal Arts Society.

          3                 Architectural historian Andrew

          4  Dockart also spoke in favor of the designation.

          5                 On March 6th, 2001, the Commission

          6  voted to designate One Wall Street a New York City

          7  landmark.

          8                 Located on the corner of Wall Street

          9  and Broadway, this 50-story art deco tower was

         10  designed by Ralph Walker, one of three modern

         11  masters of the art deco skyscraper.

         12                 Completed in 1931, One Wall Street

         13  was built at the peak of a real estate boom on the

         14  most expensive corner in New York City.

         15                 In his work, Walker attempted to

         16  express the possibilities of modern technology in

         17  order to create buildings that would be suggested of

         18  the modern period. With One Wall Street, Walker's

         19  subtle design incorporates limestone arranged in a

         20  series of undulating surfaces, creating the effect

         21  of draped material hanging from the sky.

         22                 Originally the headquarters of the

         23  Irving Trust Company, one wall is now owned by the

         24  Bank of New York. The Commission urges you to affirm

         25  the designation of One Wall Street.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: In reading the

          3  report, I couldn't help but note the odd timing of

          4  the construction of the building in that its

          5  planning and construction occurred just after the

          6  stock market crash and the framework in which it

          7  was, at the time it was built, is kind of an amazing

          8  one.

          9                 So, okay, hearing no questions, and

         10  seeing no other members or no other witnesses, I

         11  will then, as one Council member said, and then

         12  there was one, I will cast a vote in favor of all

         13  four Land Use items, 1085, 1086, 1087 and 1089, and

         14  declare the meeting adjourned.

         15                 The Clerk should announce the vote.

         16  Our Counsel will announce the vote, please.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         18  at three in the affirmative, none in the negative,

         19  no abstentions, and are referred to the full Land

         20  Use Committee.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON SABINI: Thanks for your

         22  full cooperation. Items will be heard on Thursday at

         23  10:00 at the full Land Use Committee.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 (Hearing concluded at 11:19 a.m.)
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