          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          8

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            April 12, 2005

         11                 Start:  11:35 a.m.

                            Recess: 11:45 a.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Committee Room

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              DAVID WEPRIN

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Tracy Boyland

                                            Margarita Lopez

         19                                 Bill Perkins

                                            Madeline Provenzano

         20                                 Christine Quinn

                                            Joel Rivera

         21                                 Gale Brewer

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S

          3

             COUNCIL MEMBERS:

          4

          5  Leroy Comrie

             Bill DeBlasio

          6  Simcha Felder

             Lewis Fidler

          7  James Gennaro

             Eric Gioia

          8  Robert Jackson

             Oliver Koppell

          9  Michael McMahon

             Helen Sears

         10  Albert Vann

             Dennis Gallagher

         11  James Oddo

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

             George Glatter

          4  Assistant Commissioner

             NYC Department of Small Business Services

          5

             Bob Castellanete

          6  Office of Borough President Adolfo Carrion

          7

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

                                                            4

          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Good morning, and

          3  welcome to this meeting of the City Council Finance

          4  Committee.

          5                 My name is David Weprin, I chair the

          6  Committee. We have a number of colleagues that are

          7  with us and we'll have a quorum as soon as Council

          8  Member Dennis Gallagher walks in.

          9                 We have Deputy Majority Leader

         10  Council Member Bill Perkins from Manhattan. We have

         11  Council Member Gale Brewer from Manhattan, Council

         12  Member Mike McMahon from Staten Island, Council

         13  Member Robert Jackson from Manhattan, Majority

         14  Leader Council Member Joel Rivera from the Bronx,

         15  Council Member/Minority Leader Jim Oddo from Staten

         16  Island, Council Member Lew Fidler from Brooklyn,

         17  Council Member Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx,

         18  Council Member Margarita Lopez from Manhattan, and

         19  Council Member Dennis Gallagher from Queens.

         20                 Today we are conducting hearings on

         21  two pieces of legislation. The first piece is Intro.

         22  No. 547, a proposal relating to the establishment of

         23  the 161st Street Business Improvement District. The

         24  second piece, proposed Intro. No. 609-A is a bill

         25  relating to the extension of the dates of
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          2  submission, adoption and conclusion of public

          3  hearings of the Executive Budget.

          4                 Today's hearing will be the second

          5  hearing on Intro. No. 547, a local law to establish

          6  the 161st Street Business Improvement District in

          7  the Borough of the Bronx.

          8                 On February 16th, 2005, this

          9  Committee held the opening hearing on this intro,

         10  and gave all those interested in the establishment

         11  of the BID an opportunity to appear.

         12                 We then adjourned the hearing for the

         13  statutorily mandated 30-day objection period.

         14                 We will hear from small business

         15  services, but it's my understanding that no

         16  objections were filed.

         17                 Therefore, if we can answer the

         18  following four questions affirmatively, we may adopt

         19  the local law establishing the BID.

         20                 The four questions are, that we must

         21  be prepared to answer, were all notices of hearings

         22  for all hearings required to be held, published and

         23  mailed as required by law and otherwise sufficient.

         24                 Does all the real property within the

         25  district's boundaries benefit from the establishment
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          2  of the district, except as otherwise provided by the

          3  law, three is all real property benefitted by the

          4  district, included within the district and four is

          5  the establishment of the district in the best

          6  interest of the public.

          7                 If the Committee finds in the

          8  affirmative on these four questions, and the number

          9  of objections required to prevent the creation of

         10  the BID were not filed, then the legislation can be

         11  adopted.

         12                 We will ask Small Business Services

         13  to address these questions.

         14                 Next we will consider preconsidered

         15  Intro extending the dates relating to the adoption,

         16  submission and conclusion of public hearings of the

         17  Executive Budget.

         18                 The Administration has asked to

         19  extend its date for submission of the Executive

         20  Budget from April 26th to May 5th. This necessitates

         21  additional time for the Council to conclude its

         22  budget hearings from May 18th to June 6th, and the

         23  target date for budget adoption will be moved from

         24  June 5th to June 8th.

         25                 We will now hear from the Department
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          2  of Small Business Services.

          3                 Commissioner Glatter.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Mr. Chairman.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I have an

          7  urgent matter at my office that I'd like to attend

          8  to and would appreciate the opportunity to vote now.

          9                 It appears as if we have a quorum.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Yes, I'll permit

         11  the opening of the roll to vote on the coupled items

         12  for Council Member Perkins only at this point. And

         13  that's proposed 161st Street BID and the extender on

         14  the times on the budget.

         15                 Could you call Council Member

         16  Perkins's name, please.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         18  Perkins.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Thank you for

         20  your permission, Mr. Chairman, and I vote aye on

         21  both matters. It's a wonderful job you're doing on

         22  behalf of the people of the City of New York.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON Commissioner Glatter.

         24                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER GLATTER: Good

         25  morning, Mr. Chairman, members of the Finance
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          2  Committee. I'm George Glatter, Assistant

          3  Commissioner of the Department of Small Business

          4  Services.

          5                 As required by the BID law, the 161st

          6  Street BID Steering Committee mailed the summary of

          7  the City Council resolution to each owner of real

          8  property within the proposed district at the address

          9  shown on the latest City assessment roll, or to such

         10  other persons as are registered with the City to

         11  receive tax bills concerning real property within

         12  the district, and to tenants of each building within

         13  the proposed district.

         14                 In addition, SBS arranged for the

         15  required publication of a copy of the summary of the

         16  resolutions in the City record.

         17                 We are pleased to report on the

         18  results of the objections filed with the City Clerk

         19  against the establishment of the proposed 161st

         20  Street Business Improvement District.

         21                 At the conclusion of the objection

         22  period at 5:00 p.m. on March 17th, 2005, and taking

         23  into consideration any objections postmarked by that

         24  date, no objections were filed.

         25                 Our review concludes that the level
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          2  of objection filed in terms of either the number of

          3  property owners or a percentage of assessed

          4  valuation is within the acceptable threshold needed

          5  to advance the bill for a favorable consideration by

          6  the full City Council.

          7                 As requested by the City Council,

          8  having determined that the four questions that are

          9  required to be answered in the affirmative by

         10  Section 25-407 of the New York City Administrative

         11  Code:

         12                 1) That the notice of hearings for

         13  all hearings required to be held is published and

         14  mailed as required by law.

         15                 2) That except as otherwise provided

         16  by law, all the real property within the boundaries

         17  of the district will benefit from the establishment

         18  of the district.

         19                 And 3) That all the real property

         20  benefitted is included within the limits of the

         21  district.

         22                 Finally, 4), that the establishment

         23  of the district is in the public interest. That they

         24  approve the establishment of 161st Street, BID in

         25  the Bronx.
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          2                 The Department of Small Business

          3  Services supports the establishment of the 161st

          4  Street BID. In our judgment, the BID will improve

          5  business conditions and the quality of life on 161st

          6  Street, making it a shopping destination of choice,

          7  and laying the groundwork for further neighborhood

          8  economic development.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: I'd like to point

         11  out that Council Member Foster and Council Member

         12  Palma, whose district the proposed BID is in,

         13  support this Business Improvement District.

         14                 We have another -- any questions for

         15  Mr. Glatter?

         16                 Seeing none, if you can just hang

         17  around just in case anything comes up from any other

         18  members.

         19                 We have Bob Castellanete from Borough

         20  President Carrion's Office.

         21                 MR. CASTELLANETE: Mr. Chairman, and

         22  members of the Committee, on behalf of Bronx Borough

         23  President Adolfo Carrion, I handed out a statement

         24  from the Borough President in support of the BID.

         25                 The Borough President would
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          2  appreciate your expeditious action in approving

          3  this.

          4                 Thanks very much. Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Okay, do any

          6  members have any questions on the Mayor's proposed

          7  extending the times for submission of the final

          8  budget and our date for adoption of the budget?

          9                 Seeing none, I see we're being joined

         10  by a very distinguished group from Queens County,

         11  the members of the Sole Weprin Democratic Club,

         12  which is probably represented by myself and Council

         13  Member Jim Gennaro, as well, and I see we have one

         14  of our district leaders as well, Honey Miller, I see

         15  is with us, and our State Committee Woman Kay

         16  Glover, and is District Leader Martha Taylor here?

         17  Okay, she's on her way.

         18                 Okay, we're going to couple the two

         19  items. The proposed 161st Street BID and the

         20  extender on the deadline. If you'll call the roll.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Weprin.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Mr. Chair, I

         15  vote yes. And I had the opportunity to speak with

         16  the Weprin Club moments ago in the City Hall

         17  rotunda, I want to thank them once again for coming

         18  down here to City Hall, but also for all they do to

         19  make New York a better place every day.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Gallagher.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 14 in the

          4  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          5  abstentions, both items are adopted.

          6                 Council Members, please sign the

          7  Committee report.

          8                 Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON WEPRIN: Thank you. This

         10  meeting of the Finance Committee is now adjourned.

         11  And I'm going to keep the roll open for a reasonable

         12  period of time for those members that still would

         13  like to vote.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Felder.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I vote aye on

         19  both items.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently

         21  stands at 16 in the affirmative, zero in the

         22  negative and no abstentions.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Vann.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote currently
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          2  stands at 16 in the affirmative, zero in the

          3  negative and no abstentions.

          4                 Correction. The vote currently stands

          5  at 18 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and

          6  no abstentions.

          7                 Council Member Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote now stands at

         10  19 in the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         11  abstentions. Thank you.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)
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