          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                       of the

          7

             SUBCOMMITTEE COMMITTEE ON ZONING

          8  And FRANCHISES

          9  -------------------------------x

         10

                            February 9, 2006

         11                 Start:  10:32 a.m.

                            Recess: 10:45 a.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Committee Room

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16              TONY AVELLA

                                           Chairperson,

         17

         18              COUNCIL MEMBERS:   Joel Rivera

                                            Simcha Felder

         19                                 Eric Gioia

                                            Robert Jackson

         20                                 Melinda Katz

                                            Michael McMahon

         21                                 Helen Sears

                                            Oliver Koppell

         22

         23

         24       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

                         17 Battery Place -  Suite 1308

         25              New York, New York 10004

                              (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1  SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Okay, I'd like to

          3  reconvene the meeting of the Subcommittee on Zoning

          4  and Franchises from Tuesday. We had one item that

          5  was laid over at the request of Council Member

          6  Seabrook, and that is Land Use No. 35. C060108 ZMX,

          7  which is Baychester rezoning, changing from an R3-2

          8  district to an R3-A district.

          9                 Rather than introduce everybody

         10  that's in the room because I know we have many of

         11  the Land Use Committee members here, let me just

         12  introduce the members of the Subcommittee. Council

         13  Members Felder, Jackson, Katz, McMahon and Sears.

         14                 It is my understanding that Council

         15  Member Seabrook is in favor of the rezoning. He

         16  isn't here to say that. However, it is my

         17  understanding that that is the case.

         18                 I will ask Counsel to call the vote.

         19  Chair recommends approval.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: (Not using

         22  microphone.) Can I ask a question?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Sure, Council

         24  Member Felder. As long as it's a legitimate question

         25  and not a joke.
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          2                 Melinda, you could use that from now

          3  on.

          4                 Chair recommends approval.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Felder.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Can I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Okay.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I vote yes on

         13  all.

         14                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         15  Jackson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         18  Katz.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         21  McMahon.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         24  Sears.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Can I explain
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          2  my vote, please? Thank you.

          3                 I vote aye on this but I just wish to

          4  make a comment, and note the time that it is 10:35.

          5  We are 50 minutes late for this meeting, and I would

          6  like it to be noted on the record, because I think

          7  it's very disrespectful to the Committee members,

          8  and I really think that if this is an issue, it

          9  should be discussed with the Speaker to see exactly

         10  what messages are sent to the members of this

         11  Committee. All right? Thank you. I vote aye.

         12                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         13  at six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         14  abstentions and refers to the full Land Use

         15  Committee.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: I want to thank

         17  Council Member Sears for that comment, because I

         18  mean, we all have very busy schedules, and the

         19  Subcommittee now is up to 11, which means we need to

         20  have six to start with. And I know Melinda and the

         21  other committees have the same problem.

         22                 It is very unfortunate that we're

         23  sitting around waiting for other members, and I

         24  think the Speaker has to really make it clear to

         25  members, if they want to be on this Committee, they
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          2  have to show up on time. Because the Land Use

          3  committees are different from the regular committees

          4  where we can't start unless we have quorum, which is

          5  different from a regular committee that can just

          6  start if the Chairperson is there.

          7                 So, I think, Council Member Sears, I

          8  certainly agree with your comment, and something

          9  needs to be done, because this is really unfair.

         10                 Thank you. That closes this meeting

         11  of the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

         12                 (Hearing concluded at 10:35 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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