Proposed Int. No. 1472-A
By Council Members Rosenthal, The Speaker (Council Member Johnson), Levine, Ayala, Brannan, Rivera, Levin, Powers, Gibson, Cohen and Constantinides (by request of the Manhattan Borough President)

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of small business services to maintain a database of storefront properties
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 10 of title 22 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 22-1003 to read as follows:
§ 22-1003 Database of storefront properties. a. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the following meanings:

Rent. The term “rent” has the same meaning as set forth in section 7-01 of title 19 of the rules of the city of New York.
Storefront property. The term “storefront property” means any property that may be predominantly used for the sale of goods and/or services directly to the public that is accessible directly from the street.
Tenant. The term “tenant” has the same meanings as set forth in section 7-01 of title 19 of the rules of the city of New York.
b. Database. The department of small business services shall establish and maintain a public online searchable database of all storefront properties within the city. Updates to such database shall be made no less than once every quarter. The department of small business services shall be authorized to secure such information from the department of finance as the commissioner of small business services determines to be necessary to comply with this section, and the department of finance shall provide such information, to the extent that it is available, in a timely fashion. Such database shall be posted on the website of the department of small business services, shall have the ability to produce reports by query, shall be published to the city’s open data portal, and shall include, but need not be limited to, the following information:

1. The street address of each storefront property;
2. A brief description of the type of each storefront property, including its current use;
3. The total floor space of each storefront property, expressed in square feet;
4. The name, address, electronic mail address and telephone number of an individual who shall be the contact person of each storefront property;
5. Whether such taxable premises is currently being leased or rented to a tenant;
6. The monthly rent for each storefront property; and
7. Where a storefront property is vacant, the last rent paid by a tenant for the use or occupancy of such storefront property and the current asking rent.
c. Owner’s obligation to register. Within 120 days of the effective date of the local law that added this section, on forms prescribed by the department of small business services, every owner of storefront property shall submit to the department of small business services the information required by subdivision b of this section for each storefront property. Thereafter, every such owner shall submit an updated form at least annually according to a schedule that shall be established by rule by the department of small business services, and shall submit an updated form every time a storefront property becomes vacant.
d. Penalty. Any owner who fails to comply with subdivision c of this section is liable for a civil penalty of not more than $1,000 for each violation. The penalty prescribed in this paragraph shall be imposed by the commissioner of small business services after notice and an opportunity to cure the failure to register. Notice shall be mailed to the owner at the address to which commercial rent property tax notices are sent or to the vacant property address at least 30 days prior to the assessment of the civil penalty.
e. Complaint hotline. The department of small business services shall establish and maintain a central telephone hotline and website to receive complaints alleging a storefront property is not included on the database created pursuant to this section or that an owner has failed to comply with the requirements of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 1 year after it becomes law, except that the department of small business services shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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