Res. No. 25

..Title
Resolution calling on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, S.2258/H.R.3519, the “Hot Foods Act of 2023,” to permit Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits to be used to purchase additional types of food items, particularly hot foods.
..Body

By Council Members Schulman, Louis, Brooks-Powers, Gutiérrez, Hudson, Hanif and Ung
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whereas, The United States (U.S.) Department of Agriculture (USDA) defines food insecurity as a limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe food necessary for an active, healthy life for all household members; and
Whereas, Furthermore, the USDA defines very low food security as the more severe range of food insecurity, where one or more household members experience(s) reduced food intake and disrupted eating patterns at times during the year due to inadequate resources for obtaining food; and
Whereas, According to an October 2023 report by the USDA, 12.8 percent of U.S. households were food insecure at least some time during 2022, an increase from 10.2 percent in 2021; and
Whereas, Moreover, 5.1 percent of American households had very low food security throughout 2022, a rise from 3.8 percent in 2021; and 
Whereas, Per the same 2023 USDA report, among U.S. households with children, 8.8 percent were food insecure at least some time in 2022, an incline from 6.2 percent in 2021; and
Whereas, In addition, 1 percent of American children experienced very low food security in 2022, an increase from 0.7 percent in 2021; and 
Whereas, The USDA reported that during the month prior to the 2022 survey, approximately 55 percent of food-insecure households participated in one or more of the three largest federal nutrition assistance programs—the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and the National School Lunch Program; and
Whereas, Data from the USDA also reveal that the average rate of food insecurity among households in New York State between 2020 and 2022 was 11.3 percent, a rise from the 2017-2019 average rate of 10.8 percent; and
 Whereas, Moreover, per the USDA, the average prevalence of very low food security among households in New York State between 2020 and 2022 was 4.2 percent, a growth from the 2017-2019 average rate of 3.9 percent; and 
Whereas, According to the 2022 Food Metrics Report by the New York City Mayor’s Office of Food Policy, 14.6 percent of New York City residents, representing more than 1.2 million people, experienced food insecurity; and
Whereas, Per the 2022 Food Metrics Report, the Bronx had the highest rate of all five New York City boroughs of food insecurity at 19.7 percent (281,040 people), followed by Brooklyn at 15.5 percent (399,210 people), Manhattan at 13.6 percent (220,780 people), Queens at 12.1 percent (274,120 people), and Staten Island at 10.1 percent (48,010 people); and 
Whereas, Data from the New York City Human Resources Administration (NYC HRA) show that in the Fiscal Year 2022, each month, on average, over 1.6 million New York City residents, or 20 percent of the city’s population, participated in SNAP; and
Whereas, Per the NYC HRA, in the Fiscal Year 2022, Brooklyn had the highest monthly average number of SNAP recipients at 589,934 people, followed by the Bronx at 480,103 people, Queens at 320,715 people, Manhattan at 237,195 people, and Staten Island at 67,410 people; and
Whereas, According to a 2022 report by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, a research and policy organization, SNAP reduces the prevalence of food insecurity by as much as 30 percent and is associated with improved current and long-term health and lower healthcare costs; and 
Whereas, U.S.C. Title 7, Chapter 51, Section 2012, which governs SNAP, explicitly excludes in Sub-Section (k) from the definition of SNAP-qualified food purchases “hot foods or hot food products ready for immediate consumption”; and
Whereas, In a 2021 study by the USDA on barriers constraining the adequacy of SNAP allotments, the most common (as reported by 30 percent of the study’s participants) obstacle to preparing healthy meals from scratch was a lack of time or “time poverty,” especially among low-income working parents, followed by physical disability (15 percent of the respondents), a lack of storage for cooked/fresh food (14 percent of the participants), and a lack of cooking equipment (11 percent of the respondents); and
Whereas, Per the same 2021 USDA study, SNAP participants who reported as a barrier to preparing healthy meals from scratch a lack of cooking equipment or a lack of storage for cooked/fresh food were 1.6 times more likely to experience low or very low household food security; and 
Whereas, Allowing SNAP recipients to use their benefits to purchase hot foods would help address the barriers of “time poverty,” physical disability, a lack of storage for food, and a lack of cooking equipment, thereby reducing food insecurity and improving health and well-being of individuals and households; and
Whereas, With the intent of increasing equitable access to nutritious and adequate food, U.S. Senator Michael F. Bennet introduced S.2258 in the U.S. Senate, and U.S. Representative Grace Meng introduced companion bill H.R.3519 in the U.S. House of Representatives, known as the “Hot Foods Act of 2023,” which would amend the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to permit Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits to be used to purchase additional types of food items, particularly hot foods; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, S.2258/H.R.3519, the “Hot Foods Act of 2023,” to permit Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits to be used to purchase additional types of food items, particularly hot foods.
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