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          1  COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

          2                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN:  Good morning,

          3  ladies and gentlemen. I would like to welcome

          4  everybody to the Council Committee on Finance, which

          5  is now in session.

          6                 We have two budget modifications

          7  before us today, I believe; is that correct? Plus we

          8  have staff talent that is going to testify, and

          9  enlighten us as to the right thing to do.

         10                 The first item is MN10, a budget

         11  modification to transfer City funds between units of

         12  appropriation within the Office of the Public

         13  Advocate.

         14                 Who is going to testify? Mark, are

         15  you going to testify? Give your name.

         16                 MR. YOUNG: Mark Young, City Council

         17  Finance.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, Mark, this

         19  is a modification involving the sum of $155,000; is

         20  that correct?

         21                 MR. YOUNG: That's correct.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And I understand

         23  that this is not new money but rather a request on

         24  the part of the Public Advocate to transfer funds

         25  into PS --
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          2                 MR. YOUNG: Out of PS into OTPS.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I mean out of PS

          4  into OTPS; is that correct?

          5                 MR. YOUNG: That is correct.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right. Are

          7  there any questions on this item? There is nobody

          8  that is desirous of extending a withering cross

          9  examination of Mark.

         10                 MR. YOUNG: I am so disappointed.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: It is not new

         12  money, it is a transfer of funds at the request of

         13  the Public Advocate.

         14                 No questions?

         15                 Mark, you were amazing.

         16                 MR. YOUNG: Thank you.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: You dazzled us

         18  with footwork.

         19                 Next is another budget modification,

         20  to do the same with various units of appropriation

         21  within the budget of the City Council. Who is going

         22  to testify?

         23                 MS. MIHALTSES: I am Haeda Mihaltses,

         24  City Council Finance Division.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Haeda, I
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          2  understand this involves 150 --

          3                 MS. SINGERMAN: Joyce Singerman, City

          4  Council Services.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Joyce, I am

          6  sorry.

          7                 This involves $150,000?

          8                 MS. MIHALTSES: Yes, that's correct.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: And that involves

         10  the Council's own budget.

         11                 Now, since it involves the Council's

         12  own budget, we don't do this by local law, but

         13  rather by resolution; is that correct?

         14                 MS. MIHALTSES: That's correct, sir.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, now,

         16  this is not an allocation of new money, is it?

         17                 MS. MIHALTSES: No, it isn't.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: It is the

         19  transference within the Council's own budget of

         20  units of appropriation; is that correct?

         21                 MS. MIHALTSES: That's correct.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Now, number one,

         23  it is taking from personal services $75,000, and

         24  committee staffing of $75,000.

         25                 MS. MIHALTSES: It is actually,
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          2  Councilman, unit of appropriation --

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I don't hear you.

          4  Use the mic.

          5                 MS. MIHALTSES: There is a typo. It is

          6  Unit of Appropriation 200, not 002. And Unit of

          7  Appropriation 200, it is Council Services OTPS. So

          8  the money is coming from Council Services OTPS and

          9  going to Council Members OTPS.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Oh, it is

         11  opposite?

         12                 MS. MIHALTSES: Yes.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: So, Unit of

         14  Appropriation 100 is personal services?

         15                 MS. MIHALTSES: Yes.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: What is 001?

         17                 MS. SINGERMAN: 001 is Council Member

         18  PS.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay, Council

         20  members.

         21                 MS. SINGERMAN: 200 is Council

         22  Services OTPS.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Council members?

         24                 MS. MIHALTSES: Council Services.

         25                 MS. SINGERMAN: Going to U of A 100,
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          2  which is Council Member OTPS.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay. So, this is

          4  a transfer and send of Council's personal services

          5  to Council members --

          6                 MS. SINGERMAN: OTPS.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Okay. Does this

          8  involve an increase in allocation for any of the

          9  members or does it make good what we otherwise did?

         10                 MS. MIHALTSES: It makes good what we

         11  otherwise did.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: It is a euphemism

         13  for we did something wrong.

         14                 Okay, are there any questions?

         15                 Ms. Pinkett.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Hearing this

         17  subtle language, is this supposed to be a subtle

         18  question in that a transfer from Council Services to

         19  Council Member Services, is this for specific

         20  members or general members?

         21                 MS. SINGERMAN: General members. It is

         22  for all of the members, it is just to cover what

         23  already has occurred, in terms of --

         24                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: In other words,

         25  as I understand, so that what we already said we are
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          2  going to pay for, we will have the money to pay for

          3  it?

          4                 MS. SINGERMAN: Right.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: So, obviously the

          6  original arithmetic requires that we do this.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Well, we must

          8  have arithmetic, because we have to have records.

          9  But what we determined is that we were short, we

         10  made an error and we are correcting it in this

         11  manner; is that what we are doing?

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: I don't know that

         13  we made an error.

         14                 MS. MIHALTSES: Councilwoman, I

         15  wouldn't call it an error, I would call it more a

         16  technical adjustment, money that was put in one U of

         17  A that is needed in another U of A. It is still in

         18  the Council Members' budget, it is going from

         19  Council Members PS to Council Members OTPS, so it is

         20  not moving out of the Council Members' budget.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Modifications

         22  like this often happen where we put money into a

         23  particular unit of appropriation and ultimately have

         24  to transfer it around to accommodate the needs as

         25  intended.
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          2                 MS. MIHALTSES: That's correct.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: That is a

          4  very clear answer. I am just as lost as I was five

          5  minutes ago.

          6                 I understand that part, and I have

          7  gotten a very non-specific clarification which left

          8  me out in the cold, but I understand that this is

          9  money that is being transferred to meet a need that

         10  members have from Council Services; am I correct?

         11                 MS. MIHALTSES: You are correct,

         12  Councilwoman.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, Joyce,

         14  let me ask you a question. What services are

         15  accommodated by this need?

         16                 MS. SINGERMAN:  Council Member OTPS

         17  and Council Member printing the newsletters and

         18  such.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right. So, in

         20  calculating as we approach the end of the year, I

         21  assume, and since I don't know, this is the first

         22  time we have discussed it, that there was a

         23  calculation that was $150,000 less than what we

         24  actually needed to fully perform this service; is

         25  that correct?
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          2                 MS. SINGERMAN: Yes.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: So, this is a way

          4  of dealing with that difference.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Adjustment.

          6                 MS. SINGERMAN: Correct.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Adjustment,

          8  right.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Thank you.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Are there any

         11  other questions?

         12                 Is Claude here? I saw Claude outside,

         13  could someone get Claude here? Let me tell you,

         14  Claude, when you get called you really get there.

         15                 All right, there being no other

         16  questions and everybody is at peace, I would now

         17  call the vote.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Pinkett.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Stabile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Aye.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, would

         13  you announce the vote?

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

         15  nine in the affirmative, none in the negative, with

         16  no abstentions, the item is adopted and still open.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: All right, Mr.

         18  Dear ask that the matter be kept open for his vote.

         19                 Thank you. Also, Council Members

         20  Dear, McCaffrey and Michels.

         21                 (Hearing concluded at 11:05 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 30th day of June 1999.
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