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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning,

          3  everyone.  My name is Leroy Comrie.  I Chair the

          4  Committee on Rules, Privileges, and Elections.

          5  Today, we have before us one candidate for our

          6  review.  He is Alfred Carmine Cerullo, III.  You can

          7  have a seat at this table, Sir.  Mayoral appointee

          8  to the City Planning Commission, he will be filling

          9  the remainder of a five-year term expiring on June

         10  30th, 2006.  He will be filling a vacant position on

         11  the Commission.

         12                 The City Planning Commission has 13

         13  made members, seven appointed by the Mayor, one by

         14  the Public Advocate, and one by each of the Borough

         15  Presidents.  Members receive an annual salary of

         16  $45,131.  The Planning Commission is responsible for

         17  long- term planning to ensure orderly growth and

         18  future development in the City.  They assist in

         19  developing the 10-Year Capital Plan, they

         20  prepare/modify the Zoning Resolutions.  They

         21  authorize acquisition by the City of office space,

         22  and they oversee the Environmental Reviews required

         23  under state law.

         24                 I would like to introduce the members

         25  of the Committee that are present.  To my right is
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          2  Councilman Lew Fidler from Brooklyn, Councilman

          3  David Weprin from Queens, Majority Leader Joel

          4  Rivera from the Bronx, Council Member Maria Baez

          5  from the Bronx, Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo from your

          6  Borough, Staten Island, and Christine Quinn from

          7  your adopted Borough of Manhattan.

          8                 MR. CERULLO:  That is right.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  So we will see.

         10  Mr. Cerullo, do you have an opening statement?  Oh,

         11  and we have John Graham is here substituting for my

         12  Counsel today who was trying to play basketball and

         13  locked up his knee, so.

         14                 MR. CERULLO:  Oh.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Oh and Tish

         16  James is not on Rules, Tish James is not on Rules,

         17  but Council Member Tish James is here, it is always

         18  good to see her.  David threw me off there a

         19  minutes.

         20                 So Mr. Cerullo, do you have an

         21  opening statement that you would like to share with

         22  us?

         23                 MR. CERULLO:  Well Mr. Chairman, I do

         24  not have formal remarks, but I would just like to

         25  take a moment of the Committee's time just to say

                                                            6

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  thank you for the opportunity to appear before you.

          3  This is certainly an interesting day for me.

          4  Although, not the first time I have appeared on the

          5  other side of the table before the Council, but

          6  certainly the first time I have appeared before this

          7  Committee.

          8                 As someone who has spent --

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Second time.

         10                 MR. CERULLO: - -  four years as a

         11  member of this Committee, and about four years

         12  before that, as Counsel to a member of this

         13  Committee.  I certainly understand, very well, the

         14  importance of the work that the Rules Committee

         15  undertakes, and I am really very happy to be here

         16  today.

         17                 I would also just like to say for the

         18  record that I am very excited about the opportunity

         19  to serve on the City Planning Commission.  As

         20  someone who spent the past 18 years in some form of

         21  public service, and I include the past five years at

         22  the Grand Central Partnership in that category since

         23  it is very much a public service entity.  I believe

         24  that my experiences will have a positive impact on

         25  the work of the Commission.  Obviously, Land use and
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          2  Planning, and Zoning are critical issues in our

          3  City.  The Commission is a body that, not only, gets

          4  to embrace our past, but touch our present, and mold

          5  our future.  And I am actually looking forward with

          6  the Council's approval to the opportunity to work

          7  with who I hope will be my new colleagues, and of

          8  course, each and every one of you knowing the roles

          9  you play in your communities every day.

         10                 So with that said, I thank you again,

         11  and look forward to this process.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you.  We

         13  have been joined by Councilman Dennis Gallagher from

         14  Queens, and Minority Leader Oddo has a question, a

         15  statement, I was not sure which.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Let's see if I

         17  can get through this with a straight face.

         18                 Mr. Cerullo, are you now or have you

         19  ever been a member of the Communist Party?

         20                 MR. CERULLO:  No.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I would just

         22  like to say, for the record, for my colleagues, that

         23  Fred Cerullo is one of the best elected officials

         24  ever in the history of Staten Island.  And in the

         25  last decade or so - -
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  And that is

          3  saying what exactly?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I am sorry?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  That is saying

          6  what exactly? I said, that is saying what exactly?

          7  No, I did not understand.

          8                 MR. CERULLO:  You have to be from

          9  Staten Island to understand, Mr. Chairman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  But I did

         11  not understand the Communist Party piece, was that a

         12  Staten Island joker?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  That was an

         14  inside joker, yes.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Oh, all right,

         16  fine.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  We would like

         18  to strike that from the record, if, no.

         19                 But seriously, Fred really, even

         20  though he has not been in an elected office in

         21  Staten Island, you cannot travel in my district or

         22  throughout Staten Island, and my district actually

         23  was not even Freddy's district, it was a portion of

         24  it, without people mentioning Fred's name.  For the

         25  last 10 years or so, he has gone beyond our borders,
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          2  and has been a wonderful public servant for this

          3  city.

          4                 And although you said the fact that

          5  Manhattan was his adopted home, I just want the

          6  record to reflect that Fred did come home and is a

          7  Staten Islander.  And if you look at all the, if you

          8  go back to the last Stated Council meeting when we

          9  passed the Growth Management Rules out of Staten

         10  Island, I made a comment how the one local issue

         11  that unites this Council probably more than anything

         12  is the issue of over development.  And how many of

         13  our colleagues have talked about the problems, the

         14  various problems with over development in their

         15  community, and how many are seeking help with

         16  rezoning.  And who better to be on there, who could

         17  be more sensitive to those concerns than another

         18  Staten Islander who is actually watched this

         19  problem, fought this problem.  And I just think that

         20  he is going to be, not only an asset from my home

         21  Borough, but for all of those working class, blue-

         22  collar communities that make the backbone of this

         23  City.  I think this is a great day for them.

         24                 So I look forward to Fred serving the

         25  City in a different capacity, yet again.
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          2                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you, Councilman.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Councilman David

          4  Weprin.  We have been joined by Council Member Diana

          5  Reyna from Brooklyn, Council Member Yvette Clarke

          6  from Brooklyn, and Council Member Melinda Katz from

          7  Queens.  Oh, yes, didn't I introduce you before,

          8  because I was sitting next to her, Council Member

          9  Madeline Provenzano from the Bronx is here also.

         10  Thank you.

         11                 Councilman Weprin, and then Dennis

         12  Gallagher, then Lew Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Yes, I just

         14  want to state for the record that I have known this

         15  nominee for about 15 years or so, dating back to his

         16  first election to the City Council, and I followed

         17  his career and worked with him in many different

         18  capacities over the years, whether it was when he

         19  was Commissioner of Finance for the City of New

         20  York, a position that I have gotten to know and

         21  respect very much as Chair of the Finance Committee,

         22  whether it be as Commissioner of Consumer Affairs of

         23  the City of New York, and certainly in his current

         24  position, I work very closely with him and the

         25  Finance Committee with the Grand Central
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          2  Partnership, which is our largest bid.  And his

          3  reputation for public service, integrity is

          4  outstanding, beyond reproach.  And he has done an

          5  excellent job in almost every position he has held.

          6  And he will be a tremendous asset to the City

          7  Planning Commission, which is a position that is

          8  very important to the Council, since we have so

          9  many, as Council Member Oddo mentioned, so many

         10  different issues in our local communities that are

         11  really affected by the City Planning Commission.

         12                 My only regret in voting to confirm

         13  Mr. Cerullo, and I will be voting to confirm him, is

         14  that he will have to resign as a member of the

         15  Campaign Finance Board.  Because he is a sane,

         16  rational, voice on that Board, and has the

         17  perspective of a former elected official and a

         18  former candidate that I think brings, you know, a

         19  great value to the Campaign Finance Board.  I would

         20  just urge the Mayor to consider appointing someone

         21  in his stead who has served as an elected official,

         22  certainly, as a candidate who has gone through the

         23  system.  Because it is certainly, an experienced

         24  that is very valued and the loss of him on the

         25  Campaign Finance Board will be felt.  But I am
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          2  looking forward to working with him in his new

          3  position on the City Planning Commission.

          4                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you.

          5  CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Dennis Gallagher, then Lew

          6  Fidler, then Chris Quinn, then Joel Rivera, then

          7  Melinda Katz.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER:  Thank you,

          9  Mr. Chairman. While I am not a member of this

         10  Committee and I will not have the privilege of

         11  voting to confirm you until later on when the full

         12  Council brings this up, I wanted to say,

         13  Congratulations to you, Fred.

         14                 I too, have known Fred for a great

         15  number of years, probably close to 12 or 13 years.

         16  Fred has been a mentor, a friend, somebody who is a

         17  man with remarkable integrity and character.  And I

         18  think it is important today to note an outer borough

         19  person is going to be on the City Planning

         20  Commission, one that knows the needs of all the

         21  outer- boroughs throughout the City of New York, and

         22  it is welcomed.

         23                 And on a side note, I want to say,

         24  congratulations for leaving the Campaign Finance

         25  Board, and I wish you all this luck.  And I am
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          2  eagerly awaiting a vote in the affirmative on your

          3  nomination and confirmation today.

          4                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Lew Fidler.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  I am not

          7  going to pile on with the praise, certainly everyone

          8  else has said the appropriate thing.  Your

          9  reputation precedes you.  But I am going to give you

         10  within our obligatory down zoning speech, which is

         11  probably preaching to the choir.

         12                 While there is, obviously, an

         13  inordinately need in the City to promote affordable

         14  housing, we have many, many neighborhoods, outside

         15  of your home Borough of Staten Island that have been

         16  over developed, every little split of land is

         17  sitting a six- story condo.

         18                 And speaking on behalf of communities

         19  in southern Brooklyn, Sheepshead Bay, Plumb Beach,

         20  Georgetown, Canarsie.  We hope to be working with

         21  you in the very, very, very near future on a down

         22  zoning from our communities.  I hope that you will

         23  be supportive of that and sensitive to the fact that

         24  the character of those communities is, in fact,

         25  being destroyed by the kind of development that we
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          2  are seeing.  And I am sure that you will be

          3  confirmed, and it will be my pleasure to vote for

          4  that confirmation, and I do hope you will remember

          5  the down zoning issue.

          6                 MR. CERULLO:  Thanks.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  We have been

          8  joined by Council Member Bill Perkins.  Chris Quinn,

          9  did you want to make a statement?

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  I did, just

         11  quickly wanted to add my voice to the minority

         12  Leaders and others just to say what a really

         13  terrific public official Fred Cerullo is.  From when

         14  I was a housing advocate at City Hall, to staff, to

         15  when I was a Council member who did not get to serve

         16  with Fred, he is a class act.

         17                 And I did not always agree with every

         18  vote he took when I was here as staff, and I may not

         19  agree with everything he does son the City Planning

         20  Commissioner, and he does other always agree with

         21  every vote I take.  But whether it was assisting me

         22  when I was trying to find my to fight to preserve

         23  housing funding or now on issues in Manhattan around

         24  bid issues.  Fred is really just top notch, always

         25  accessible, does not let partisan politics get in
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          2  the way, looks at the broader issues in just the

          3  most thoughtful way. And he may agree or disagree on

          4  the Hudson Yard and things like that, but Fred is an

          5  example of exactly the kind of thoughtful, broad

          6  thinking, not partisan type of a person we want to

          7  have on the City Planning Commission.  And I am very

          8  excited about the opportunity to get to work with

          9  him on the absurd number of zoning which are

         10  happening in my district.  So I am very excited

         11  about getting to vote for him today.

         12                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you, Chris.  I

         13  look forward for that too.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Joel Rivera.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Thank you

         16  very much, Chair. I also want to congratulate you on

         17  your nomination here today.  I think it is a perfect

         18  opportunity because the City Planning Commission is

         19  obviously one of the most important Commissions

         20  within the City of New York.  Because it helps to

         21  shape the character of communities and help to

         22  really balance out the needs for down zoning, and

         23  also the needs of affordable housing within the

         24  needed communities.

         25                 So I think that with the appointment
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          2  here today, we are taking a step in the right

          3  direction by nominating good, qualified individuals,

          4  that have a history of working in the City of New

          5  York, that understand the neighborhoods that you

          6  will be representing on the CPC, and that will

          7  really have a focus on, and a vision of where we

          8  need to take the city of new York.

          9                 And as they stated earlier, we have

         10  many communities that have been plagued by over

         11  development, and we have many arrears that need

         12  affordable housing.  So this is the job that you are

         13  going to be, the task that you are taking, and I

         14  have full faith and confidence that you will.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Melinda Katz.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Do I need to

         17  say anything else?

         18                 MR. CERULLO:  Sure, why not.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Sure, why not?

         20  I may have a question, I am Chair of the Land Use

         21  Committee.

         22                 MR. CERULLO:  I am sure you do.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  No, actually,

         24  the only issue I really was thinking about was

         25  affordable housing.  I saw your answers.  And I
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          2  think though, not to belabor this point, because I

          3  think it is obvious that the confirmation will

          4  happen, everybody is voting for you.

          5                 I just wanted to point out that,

          6  although, we all agree that our neighborhoods need

          7  to remain pristine and make sure that our

          8  communities stay the great areas that they are.  I

          9  think that one of the assets that Councilman, or I

         10  do not know how to address you, Cerullo has that he

         11  was the involved presidency of the Grand Central

         12  Partnership.  So I do believe that he also has a

         13  firm understanding of the economic needs of this

         14  City.  And one of the things that the Land Use

         15  Committee has worked on so desperately is to try to

         16  make sure that we have even development and up

         17  zoning where it is required and necessary for

         18  economic development so that our neighborhoods that

         19  we represent can remain the pristine and wonderful

         20  areas that we like to keep them.  So I am hoping to

         21  work with you on that level, as well.

         22                 And I think he brings a certain note

         23  of expertise in that area that I am happy to have on

         24  the City Planning Commission. So I look forward to

         25  confirming you, as well.
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          2                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member

          4  Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Thank you

          6  very much.  It is really a pleasure to welcome you,

          7  Fred Carmine, to us today.  I do not know, do I win

          8  the prize, maybe, or maybe we are tied, because I

          9  know him back to when he was Chief of Staff for

         10  Susan Mulinary.  So we are tied?

         11                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Okay.

         13                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes, I think you do,

         14  Madeline, 1986.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Eighty-

         16  six?  Oh, that is long.  But it really is a

         17  pleasure.  I too, have to add my voice to my

         18  friends, we are supposed to be sitting on the same

         19  side, but we are not today, why?  Oh okay, all new

         20  rules?  Oh, okay.

         21                 I have no regrets that you are

         22  leaving Campaign Finance, and I am happy to know you

         23  have seen the light.  But also kudos for your

         24  association with City Planning.  I have worked very

         25  hard with City Planning over the past few months, on
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          2  the rezoning for my community in the Bronx.  And of

          3  course, I understand Melinda's concerns, but

          4  different areas have different problems. And we have

          5  a similar problem to lose, and I think City Planning

          6  passed ours out two weeks ago, and hopefully, we

          7  will be voting on it in the City Council.  And they

          8  were absolutely amazing in less than a year this

          9  whole process went from beginning to end.

         10                 So, also, again, I think you know,

         11  and if you do not know, I am going to tell you

         12  anyway, that in the City budget this year there were

         13  those of us that stood firm in putting additional

         14  funding in for City Planning.

         15                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  And

         17  again, it was my friends that are sitting across the

         18  room, myself, and actually, I think Councilman

         19  Weprin was in on that too.

         20                 So I know that you bring your heart,

         21  your soul, and balance and commitment to this job.

         22  And welcome and congratulations.

         23                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you,

         24  Councilwoman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Council Member
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          2  Perkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Thank you

          4  very much.  I am going to be brief.  First, I want

          5  to take a moment to commend you on your Sterling

          6  career in public service.  In 1986, that is about,

          7  what, 18 years ago?

          8                 MR. CERULLO:  Eighteen years ago.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So you got

         10  started before you were eligible to vote.

         11                 MR. CERULLO:  That is correct, I was

         12  seven- years old.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Yes.

         14                 MR. CERULLO:  Only 25.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  So your

         16  genius, so you are what they call a prodigy or

         17  something like that.

         18                 MR. CERULLO:  I was a young, yes,

         19  youngest staff member ever.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Yes, but in

         21  any case, I just want to commend you for that.  Pam,

         22  my wife, knows about this, and she sends her

         23  commendations, as well.  I am hopeful that you will

         24  continue to provide the kind of public service in

         25  this capacity, particularly as it relates to some of
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          2  the major, major fights ahead of us.  Fights that

          3  are going to require a kind of a vision in

          4  moderating voice that may not be available right now

          5  in the Commission, particularly when it comes to

          6  gentrification in certain communities, particularly

          7  when it becomes to including the vision of the

          8  communities from the bottom up and not always from

          9  the top down.

         10                 I know that we are proud to see so

         11  much development going on in the Borough of

         12  Manhattan and in the City of New York. But sometimes

         13  development is not necessarily a good thing as it is

         14  being proposed or imposed on communities.  And

         15  sometimes it results in displacement, it results in

         16  a lot of tension and anxiety.  And I am hopeful that

         17  we can work together to deal with those kinds of

         18  issues because I thing they are the ones that are

         19  tearing, well, have a potential of tearing our City

         20  apart, as opposed to bringing our City together.

         21                 And I know, having worked with you in

         22  the past, and seeing some of the work that you have

         23  done, that you are inclined to be on the right side

         24  with the rest of us.

         25                 Thank you very much.
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          2                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Can you take any

          4  more?  Council Member Reyna.

          5                 MR. CERULLO:  Of course, don't stop.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Don't stop.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Mr. Cerullo, I

          8  just wanted to, I will ditto all the comments that

          9  have been - -

         10                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you, Council

         11  member.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: - -  shared

         13  here today.  But I wanted to just ask you a question

         14  pertaining to waterfront rezoning.  I know that the

         15  Williamsburg/Greenpoint 197- A Plan has been

         16  approved in the community, it has been presented to

         17  City Planning.  Although, it is not a binding

         18  agreement, it is hopefully being used as a tool to

         19  express some of this community's concerns and most

         20  desired wishes.  A top priority would be affordable

         21  housing, and unfortunately, the waterfront rezoning

         22  is not to its fullest potential reflecting that

         23  priority.  And I wanted to just ask that as a City

         24  Planning Commissioner, once you have been voted in,

         25  that you take a look at that specific plan and the
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          2  input that the community has spent 20 years on the

          3  197- A Plan referring to.

          4                 There is, you know, bonuses that have

          5  been applied now.  You know, the City Planning

          6  Commission went from, no, we cannot concentrate on

          7  affordable housing because that is not our role, to

          8  now we are looking at a 10 percent bonus where we

          9  are going to have massive powers.  So if you start

         10  off at 20- story buildings, now they are going to

         11  allow 30- story or 40- story for every unit just to

         12  reach the 10 percent.  Rather than starting at 15-

         13  story towers and reaching maximum level 25.

         14                 It is a thought I wanted to share

         15  with you.

         16                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  I would feel

         18  like I would be turning my back on my community if I

         19  had not.  So I thank you for coming before us today.

         20                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you.  And I

         21  appreciate your comments, and I understand that that

         22  is an issue for you and for other Council members.

         23  And I will look forward to looking into that and

         24  studying that issue and learning more about it, and

         25  working with you and your colleagues, once approved.
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          2    Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay, can, I

          4  need to run in and start the quorum for the

          5  Education Committee meeting.  But yes, there are a

          6  couple of unfortunately, not unfortunately, there is

          7  some housekeeping matters that I have to say for the

          8  record.  And I want to just concur with all of the

          9  other statements that have been said.  I think that

         10  you will be a loss to the Campaign Finance Board,

         11  and I just want to admonish the Mayor's Office that

         12  they must pick someone of his similar qualifications

         13  to be on that Board.  That Board, I feel, well, you

         14  know, from other meetings, that is one of the

         15  Board's that I think have been dysfunctional and

         16  unfair in their rulings and decisions.  And they

         17  have not been open to the light of public

         18  investigations.

         19                 And so, Mr. Cerullo, had been a

         20  moderate and positive voice on that Board.  And we

         21  need to have somebody of his demeanor and

         22  qualifications to sit on that Board.  So it effects

         23  our communities and it affects us in a major way.

         24  The Campaign Finance Board is Board that I am not

         25  happy with and I know we have some other hearings on
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          2  it coming up soon.  And I think they need to be much

          3  more open and deliverable in their process in how

          4  they deal with rulings.  But that is another matter,

          5  I mean, I did not want bring any rain on the happy

          6  Fred day, today.

          7                 But, you know, so you are an

          8  excellent public servant.  You are someone I have

          9  known also for a long time, and you have always been

         10  a positive role model for a lot of people to emulate

         11  in public service.

         12                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  So let me get

         14  this housekeeping stuff out of the way.  You are the

         15  President and Chief Executive Officer of the Grand

         16  Central Partnership.  This entity is a Business

         17  Improvement District that is essentially an arm of

         18  local government.  Your employer has represented it

         19  to us that you are responsible for carrying out the

         20  policies of the Partnership's Board of Directors.

         21  Partnership's operations, I understand, are managed

         22  by a Board of Directors and Offices elected by the

         23  Grand Central District Management Association.  We

         24  have been advised that the Association is a

         25  voluntary organization composed of property owners,
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          2  commercial and residential tenants in the dense

          3  district, as well as representatives of elected

          4  officials.

          5                 If you are appointed, or once you are

          6  appointed to the City Planning Commission, do you

          7  intend to continue your job at the Partnership?

          8                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes, I do.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  For the

         10  record, this is just for the record, so I am not

         11  trying to come up with any - -

         12                 MR. CERULLO:  Yep.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: - -  left- hand

         14  or under the table stuff.  For the record, please

         15  tell the Committee whether you have sought guidance,

         16  sorry, sorry, I knew I was in trouble.  All right,

         17  underhanded, there you go.   For the record, please

         18  tell the Committee whether you have sought guidance

         19  from the New York City Conflicts of Interest Board,

         20  and whether your role as President/CEO of the

         21  Partnership would conflict with the purposes and

         22  interest of the City in your role, and as a member

         23  of the City Planning Commission.

         24                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes, I have.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Okay.  And upon
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          2  the receipt of the Board's response, you will share

          3  it with the Committee and abide by its ruling?

          4                 MR. CERULLO:  Absolutely.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Also, we need

          6  the record to reflect that the Chair of the City

          7  Planning Commission has stated in writing that it is

          8  her belief that it would not be a conflict with the

          9  purposes and interests of the City for you, in your

         10  role, as President and CEO of the Partnership to

         11  appear before offices and agencies normally

         12  prohibited by the Conflicts of Interest Board, Rule

         13  109, but just the Mayor, Deputy Mayors, and their

         14  staff, the Office of the Borough Presidents and City

         15  Council, the Landmarks Preservation, Art Commission,

         16  et cetera.  When you received a formal ruling, can

         17  you please send it to Stuart Goldstein, who is our

         18  investigator?

         19                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Excellent

         21  investigator with his team from the Rules Committee.

         22                 Also, the Council to this Committee

         23  suggests that you seek guidance from the Conflicts

         24  of Interest Board on a case by- case basis, if

         25  necessary, upon submission of project application by

                                                            28

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  any members of your Board of Directors, or any

          3  members, or any offices of the Grand Central

          4  District Management Association.  It is not

          5  inconceivable that they go to any of these, or

          6  individuals, may have an application matter or

          7  business dealing with City Planning or the

          8  Commission itself.

          9                 Will you contact the Board for

         10  guidance if these issues arise?

         11                 MR. CERULLO:  I will.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  And as you know

         13  the Partnership, itself, has developed a

         14  comprehensive plan to specifically revitalize the

         15  neighborhood surrounding the Grand Central Terminal,

         16  which includes an ambitious capital improvement

         17  program, a privately managed sanitation,

         18  maintenance, and public safety operation, business

         19  assistant initiatives and a broad tourism and visit

         20  services program.  It is not inconceivable that the

         21  Partnership, itself, may one day have a matter

         22  before the City Planning Commission or the

         23  Department of City Planning, and as you know, you

         24  must recuse yourself from those hearings, if in fact

         25  that that does happen.
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          2                 MR. CERULLO:  I will.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Last, it is my

          4  understanding that you will be resigning from the

          5  Campaign Finance Board, and that is true.  Yes,

          6  right, that is unfortunately correct.

          7                 MR. CERULLO:  Yes, I will.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  All right.  And

          9  that resolves all the housekeeping issues that we

         10  have to talk about for the meeting.  So, without

         11  further ado, I would like to move to a vote, and

         12  congratulations for serving on City Planning.  I

         13  look forward to working with you in that capacity,

         14  also.

         15                 MR. CERULLO:  Thank you, Mr.

         16  Chairman, and thank you to members of the Committee.

         17                 I just want to say, in closing, and I

         18  mentioned this to Council Member Quinn earlier, that

         19  for a little over eight years coming to this room

         20  and coming to this Committee, and getting handed a

         21  little red book, never seemed to give me a

         22  stomachache before.  But seeing, knowing that I am

         23  in the little red book has a whole different

         24  perspective.  But I just wanted to acknowledge the

         25  work of Stuart Goldstein, who I know also for many,
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          2  many years, and he is incredibly thorough.  And I

          3  knew his work from that side of the bench, but I was

          4  on this side of the table, I am in this process, and

          5  he is an incredible human being to do this kind of

          6  work, and he makes people very comfortable in what

          7  could feel like a very uncomfortable process.  So

          8  you are all very lucky to have him working for you.

          9                 And lastly, I just want to thank, I

         10  guess, Stuart, for putting my middle name on all the

         11  documents.  I wasn't quite, it is out, it is

         12  Carmine.  But again, thank you so much, and I look

         13  forward to the next step of this process during the

         14  Stated Meeting and to work with you as a member of

         15  the City Planning Commission.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Thank you.  Mr.

         17  Brown, can you call the roll, please?

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Comrie.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Perkins.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS:  Aye.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Provenzano.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO:  Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN:  Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Rivera.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Reyna.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA:  Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Baez.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ:  Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Clarke.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE:  Mr. Chair, I

         10  know you are stepping out, I just want to take a

         11  moment to explain my vote.  I concur with all that,

         12  my colleagues have said, and I have had an

         13  opportunity on several occasions to witness and know

         14  of the good work and the public service that you

         15  have provided to this City. I know that as a member

         16  of our Commission, you will be taking things to the

         17  next level, and that is what comforts me most about

         18  your nomination here today.

         19                 I would like to bring a couple of

         20  things to your attention.  They have been pet peeves

         21  of mine for some time, and that has to do with how

         22  the City has actually gone about doing its urban

         23  planning.  And I found in my tenure here that there

         24  really has been a piecemeal approach to community

         25  development and preservation.  And to the extent
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          2  that City Planning can begin to look at the impact

          3  of a number of the developments that are taking

          4  place, not only to the local communities in which

          5  they reside, but to the adjoining area as these

          6  proposals come through.  I think it is important

          7  that we look at just how our City is developing and

          8  reinventing itself.  And I hope that you will take

          9  the lead in beginning that kind of conversation at

         10  the City Planning level.

         11                 Thank you very much for all of your

         12  service, and we look forward to your continued

         13  service.

         14                 I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Fidler.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER:  Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ:  Despite what

         19  Stuart said about him, I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK:  Weprin.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye, and I

         22  want to take note that all the comments stand

         23  regardless of the fact that we have no TV here.  But

         24  the comments would have taken place even if we had

         25  the TV.  I am actually sorry that they were here,
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          2  that we were not- -

          3                 MR. CERULLO:  So am I.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Oddo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  I would just

          7  like to thank my colleagues.  During all their

          8  lavish praise of Fred, no one said to him they do

          9  not make Minority Leaders like they use to.  So I

         10  appreciate that.

         11                 I vote yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  By a vote of 13

         13  in the affirmative, zero in the negative, with no

         14  abstentions, the item is adopted.  Council members,

         15  please sign the Committee reports.  The role will be

         16  held open.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  Speaker,

         18  Council Member Miller.

         19                 SPEAKER MILLER:  Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK BROWN:  The vote stands

         21  at 13 in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and

         22  no abstentions.

         23                 (Hearing concluded at 11:55 a.m.)

         24
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