Int. No. 1058

By Council Members Ferreras, Arroyo, Barron, James, Koo, Koppell, Lander, Mendez, Palma, Vann and Van Bramer

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to transparency of the office of the chief medical examiner.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Section 557 of chapter 22 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subdivision (i) to read as follows:

(i) (1) For the purpose of this subdivision, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

(A)  “Forensic DNA laboratory” shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 995 of article 49-B of the executive law.

(B) “Proficiency test” shall mean such testing required by section 995 of article 49-B of the executive law.

(C) “Proficiency testing report” shall mean an annual report produced by the office of chief medical examiner which reports the number of employees working in the forensic DNA laboratory of the office of chief medical examiner who have taken a proficiency test that year, and the average score and average pass rate of all such employees on such tests.  

 (2)  The office of chief medical examiner shall annually prepare a proficiency testing report and shall include comparison data for each of the previous five years as available.

(3) The office of chief medical examiner shall post and maintain the following concerning the forensic DNA laboratory of the office of chief medical examiner on the website of the office of chief medical examiner: 
(A) current copies of all manuals, guidelines, or other documents relating to scientific procedures and/or protocols, quality assurance and quality control procedures and/or protocols, materials used for the training of lab workers, and evidence and case management procedures;

(B) the most recent copy of a proficiency testing report; and

(C) current copies of all certificates of accreditation issued to the forensic DNA laboratory of the office of chief medical examiner, whether by a governmental entity or a non-governmental entity responsible for the accreditation of such laboratory.
Section 2.  This local law shall take effect immediately. 
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