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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: We are going to

          3  reopen yesterday's meeting of the Land Use

          4  Subcommittee on Landmarks Public Siting and Maritime

          5  Uses. My name is Jessica Lappin, I'm the Chair.

          6  We're joined today by Council Member Larry Seabrook

          7  of the Bronx, Council Member Miguel Martinez of

          8  Manhattan, Council Member Tony Avella of Queens,

          9  Council Member Charles Barron of Brooklyn, Council

         10  Member Annabel Palma of the Bronx, Council Member

         11  Maria del Carmen Arroyo of the Bronx, Council Member

         12  Kendall Stewart of Brooklyn, Council Member Jim

         13  Gennaro of Queens, Council Member Melinda Katz of

         14  Queens, Council Member Dan Garodnick of Manhattan,

         15  Council Member John Liu of Queens, Council Member

         16  Rosie Mendez of Manhattan, Council Member Inez

         17  Dickens, I was going to say from Harlem, which is

         18  Manhattan, Council Member Maria Baez from the Bronx,

         19  Council Member Joel Rivera from the Bronx.

         20                 We are here today regarding the

         21  Queens Gateway to Health Sciences Secondary School

         22  Facility, which is located in Community School

         23  District No. 28, in Queens Community Board No. 8,

         24  which is in Council Member Gennaro's District.

         25                 We had a hearing yesterday. Oh, we've
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  also been joined by Council Member Vinnie Ignizio of

          3  Staten Island. We had a hearing on this item

          4  yesterday, and the community, many of whom are here

          5  today, raised some valid and serious concerns about

          6  this site, particularly in regards to parking. Could

          7  we have some order, please. Thank you. Particularly

          8  in regards to parking and other environmental

          9  issues.

         10                 Council Member Gennaro has been

         11  working tirelessly on this item for years, and due

         12  to his leadership within this body and his work with

         13  the Administration we have made a great deal of

         14  progress, even since we had the hearing yesterday.

         15  And we have come a long way in terms of addressing

         16  the community's concerns.

         17                 However, at this point, we have a

         18  unique opportunity to allow the community to go back

         19  to their community board. There is an executive

         20  committee meeting of Community Board 8 in Queens

         21  tomorrow night, and share with the community the

         22  progress that Council Member Gennaro has made on

         23  their behalf.

         24                 So, given that unique opportunity,

         25  the Administration has sent a letter which I will
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  briefly read into the record to withdraw this item.

          3                 "Dear Speaker Quinn:

          4                 In response to concerns expressed by

          5  the City Council, the New York City School

          6  Construction Authority agrees to withdraw

          7  immediately from Council consideration the site plan

          8  submitted on May 17th, 2007, concerning the proposed

          9  Queens Gateway to Health Sciences Secondary School.

         10                 However, the SCA reserves the right

         11  to resubmit this site plan for the Queens Gateway to

         12  Health Sciences Secondary School to the City Council

         13  for approval at another time."

         14                 And we do anticipate that this will

         15  be resubmitted within the next seven to ten days.

         16                 So with that, I want to acknowledge

         17  Council Member Leroy Comrie and Council Member Sara

         18  Gonzalez who are here and give the Chair of the Land

         19  Use Committee an opportunity to comment.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Good afternoon,

         21  everyone. We decided to do this meeting together. If

         22  I can have just a little bit of order? This will be

         23  very brief. I know everybody has been waiting a long

         24  time. We decided to do the meeting together simply

         25  because the Landmarks will vote really quickly and
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  then the Land Use Committee will vote very quickly

          3  and we figured it's easier just to state it once

          4  since everybody has been waiting around for so long.

          5  As many of you know, this Committee quite often is

          6  held up because an individual member has issues in

          7  their community that they need to negotiate with the

          8  Administration with or with other groups. We know

          9  that the same respect that we give to those members

         10  we also need in our community when we are

         11  negotiating, so really I want to thank everyone for

         12  their extreme patience on this issue. I want to

         13  acknowledge the great work of Chair Lappin and also

         14  of Councilman Gennaro, who has been a driving force

         15  in this, but also Councilman Gennaro wanted me to

         16  make sure to acknowledge the community is here who

         17  has fought so hard to make sure that the

         18  negotiations were fair with the Administration.

         19                 So, just to be clear, this is a

         20  motion to withdraw. We fully expect to see this

         21  again within a week, or within ten days. The roll

         22  call of the Subcommittee will be called first and

         23  immediately thereafter the roll call of the full

         24  Committee on Land Use. Thank you.

         25                 Also, I would like to first, if I
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2  might, what's going to happen is Landmarks is going

          3  to vote, Jessica Chair Lappin will close the

          4  Landmarks, then I will open up Land Use and whoever

          5  was not here before, can be given an opportunity to

          6  vote on the franchise agreement as well.

          7                 So, Chair Lappin.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: I recommend a

          9  favorable vote, and ask the clerk to call the roll.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Chair Lappin.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Comrie.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Liu.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member

         19  Martinez.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Palma.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Yes.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Mendez.
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          1  LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND MARITIME USES

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of eight in

          4  the affirmative, none in the negative, no

          5  abstentions, the item passes to the full Land Use

          6  Committee.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LAPPIN: And I'd like to

          8  close the Land Use Subcommittee Meeting of June 5th.

          9                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 5th day of June 2007.
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