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Monserrate Joins with Mayor Bloomberg to Announce Historic Agreement to Redevelop Willets Point

Plan Includes 35% Permanent Affordable Housing, 

Worker and Business Relocation Programs

City Hall, NY – Council Member Hiram Monserrate today joined with Mayor Bloomberg on the steps of City Hall to announce an historic agreement with the Administration to redevelop Willets Point in Queens based on a plan that includes historic levels of housing affordable to neighboring residents, an 850-seat public school, a workforce retraining program, and tenant relocation programs and resources. The city has also made relocation agreements with a majority of the area’s landowners, ensuring that the plan does not set the dangerous precedent of relying on eminent domain for large-scale development projects. 

“Today we stand together in support of a plan that puts people first: the people of Queens,” said Monserrate. “This new and improved plan reflects the true potential of large-scale development projects. It proves that we can include the best long-term planning and the smartest allocation of resources while keeping our moral responsibility to the families and workers affected. I am proud to say that we have agreed on a project that will redefine the landscape of northwest Queens for decades to come by creating a gleaming industrial, commercial and residential community that any New Yorker from any walk of life could benefit from. I encourage my colleagues in the City Council to vote in favor of a project that sets a ‘how to’ model for the city to create healthy, vibrant communities.”  
The agreement was announced just one day before the project takes its final step in the city’s ULURP land use process, a vote in the City Council. Over the past year, Monserrate worked with his colleagues in the Council, including the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus, labor organizations, organized community groups, including ACORN and Pratt Center for Community Development, Willets Point landowners and workers as well as Queens residents, to urge the Administration to include more and better programs to support the long-term needs of the community and to fully support worker and business relocation. 

“Bringing this project to a reality has truly been a team effort.  I would like to acknowledge all those who labored so heartily for the future of our community.  First and foremost, I want to thank the people of the 21st Councilmanic District for their unwavering support of my efforts.  I would like to also express my sincere gratitude to my colleagues in the City Council who were supportive of my efforts to protect and improve my community, but who also stood with me on the principles that this and all development projects can and should be designed around community needs.  Additionally, I would like to thank all of the labor organizations that participated in the process, particularly New York Hotel & Motel Trades Council and UFCW Local 1500 who played a critical role in bringing the various parties together. Most importantly, I want to not only thank, but dedicate, this agreement to the hundreds of residents, business owners, workers, non-profit organizations and community representatives who got involved and made a real difference in the quality of life of Willets Point and all of northwest Queens.”  

Following is a summary of the main tenants of the agreement that address the major issues of concern to Monserrate and the community: 

Affordable Housing

The Willets Point redevelopment will include historic levels of housing affordable for local residents.  Overall, 35 percent of the 5,500 units created will be permanently affordable. The housing program is mandatory; meaning the levels of affordable housing will be included in the RFP for any developer bidding on the project. This provides more certainty to the community than previous development projects which have relied on voluntary inclusionary zoning programs to meet their affordability levels. 

The affordable housing program provides the following levels: 29% of the affordable units are at 60% of AMI ($45,000 for a family of four); 47% of the affordable units are at 50% of AMI; 11% of the affordable units are at 40% of AMI; and  13% of the affordable units are 30% AMI ($23,000 for a family of four). Monserrate noted that the depth of the affordability levels was specifically targeted to reach lower-income families residents who live nearby the project, where median income is nearly ten thousand dollars a year less than the borough average.  

Willets Point Workforce Assistance Plan 

The workforce plan, coordinated by LaGuardia Community College, is designed to provide training and job placement opportunities for the 1,300 workers affected by the redevelopment of Willets Point and will include English language classes, vocational assessment, job readiness skills, placement services and cash incentives for participation. 

Additionally, the Hotel and Motel Trades Council Hotel Employee Benefit Fund will allow Willets Point workers to participate in a specialized training program for food and beverage services and engineering work and utilize the union’s job referral program. The Consortium for Worker Education (CWE) will also provide more than 500 courses at 24 Locations in Elmhurst, Corona, Jackson Heights, Flushing and Sunnyside in areas that include automotive and truck repair, commercial driving, and computer operation and repair. All CWE programs are completely free of charge to workers. The Greater New York Auto Dealer Association will design a new curriculum for workers at its Center for Automotive Education & Training Center in Whitestone, Queens. Participants will train for positions in a new car dealership’s service and repair department and will have access to the Association’s network of job placement and job referral services. 

Tenant Business Relocation Support Services

  



The city will provide a $3 million tenant relocation fund for Willets Point businesses based on square footage. Additionally, Qualified Willets Point businesses will be eligible to apply for EDC’s Capital Access program, which is expected to provide loan guarantees for small businesses (0-100 employees) in New York City.  Capital Access works by guaranteeing up to 50% of a bank loan to small businesses. Eligible loan uses include working capital, leasehold improvements and equipment purchases. Businesses will also have access to the Cornerstone Group, noted relocation experts who have worked on many projects throughout the city. 

Minority- and Women-owned Business Enterprise (M/WBE) Program
The Willets Point project, both construction and operation, will include an M/WBE program dedicated to promoting fairness and equity in all city contracting.
Councilman Monserrate added, “Finally, a very special note of appreciation to Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Deputy Mayor Bob Lieber for their patience, commitment and recognition of the merits of the issues raised by the members of the City Council.  
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