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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Today we will be

          3  considering the reappointments of Lee A. Mayersohn

          4  and Ben Celaj.

          5                 The term of Lee A. Mayersohn, if

          6  approved today, would be to January 6, 2006; and the

          7  same for Mr. Celaj.

          8                 Chapter 1 of Section 46 of the New

          9  York City Charter, state that members of the Tax

         10  Commission shall be appointed by the Mayor with the

         11  advice and consent of the Council after a public

         12  hearing.

         13                 The Tax Commission is charged with

         14  the duty of reviewing and correcting all assessments

         15  of real property within New York City.

         16                 Chapter 7, Section 153 of the

         17  Charter, states that the Tax Commission consists of

         18  the President and six Commissioners. Each

         19  Commissioner shall have at least three years

         20  business experience in the field of real estate or

         21  real estate law.

         22                 At least one resident of each borough

         23  shall be included among the Commissioners, and the

         24  Commissioners shall each receive a salary.

         25                 I don't know the salary because it's
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          2  an old document I'm reading from.

          3                 Do you know what the salary today is?

          4                 Okay, we will take candidate Lee A.

          5  Mayersohn first.

          6                 Mr. Mayersohn, you are presently

          7  serving on the New York City Tax Commission?

          8                 MR. MAYERSOHN: Yes.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Would you like to

         10  make some statement as to your service and what's

         11  been happening there and whether they need any help

         12  from the City Council in any way?

         13                 MR. MAYERSOHN: I've served as a

         14  member of the New York City Tax Commission since

         15  July 1989. My experience on the Commission,

         16  basically review of real property assessments. I

         17  feel that I've tried to do over the years that I've

         18  been on the Commission, take my share of the Tax

         19  Commission's load, more than 50,000 cases I heard

         20  each year. Between the hearing officers and the

         21  Commissioners, over the past few years I think I

         22  have heard probably maybe 2,000 to 3,000 cases per

         23  year. And I've enjoyed my work on the Commission,

         24  the people I've worked with as a public servant. I

         25  believe that I have served the taxpayers of the City

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            5

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  fairly and honestly and I would like to continue to

          3  do so as a member of the Tax Commission.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you have

          5  adequate staffing for the work that has to be done

          6  by the Commission?

          7                 MR. MAYERSOHN: I believe that the

          8  staffing is sufficient, as far as the hearing

          9  officers go. I think there is probably more support

         10  staff that is needed.  In terms of getting the files

         11  ready for the hearings, there's a limited number of

         12  staff people. There's a lot of filing, there's a

         13  limited number of space in the area that the

         14  commissioner is located, and I think that probably,

         15  in my opinion, from what I've seen as a member of

         16  the Commission, there is probably more a support

         17  staff problem than a hearing officer or commissioner

         18  problem.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Is there any

         20  backlogging of cases due to the numbers of appeals

         21  that are taken?

         22                 MR. MAYERSOHN: As far as the backlog

         23  goes, I mean the hearings are all heard within the

         24  time frame usually from April through

         25  September/October. There are a lot of backlogs in
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          2  the Corp Counsel. I mean, there are cases in Ritz

          3  that go back, you know, eight, ten years, but that's

          4  really beyond the scope of the Tax Commission.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, are there

          6  any questions of Commissioner Mayersohn?

          7                 Hearing none, you are excused. We

          8  will be voting on your candidacy in the Committee

          9  and then later this afternoon on the Council.

         10                 MR. MAYERSOHN: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for

         12  coming down.

         13                 Okay, and now we will hear candidate

         14  Ben Celaj. Would you like to make a statement as to

         15  why you're seeing this position, Mr. Celaj?

         16                 MR. CELAJ sure. If you don't mind,

         17  I'd like to read my statement?

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Go ahead.

         19                 MR. CELAJ: Good afternoon to all.

         20                 First of all, I would like to commend

         21  all of the public servants for New York City for the

         22  wonderful job they have done during this time of

         23  tragedy.

         24                 I find it an honor and a privilege to

         25  have the opportunity to become a public servant.
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          2                 I've been involved in the real estate

          3  industry for the past 13 years, and prior to that,

          4  managing family-owned properties.

          5                 In those years I have been involved

          6  in many aspects: I have been a licensed real estate

          7  sales person and a broker for over 13 years.

          8                 I have worked for a non-for-profit

          9  organization which was directly involved with the

         10  Housing Preservation and Development Office of the

         11  City of New York.

         12                 I was also involved in economic

         13  development in an industrial park which helped me

         14  become knowledgeable within industrial real estate,

         15  such as warehouses and factories.

         16                 I also worked with commercial

         17  tenants, as well as commercial building owners, in

         18  many aspects from assisting them in getting

         19  qualified tenants, to getting private and public

         20  funding and expanding their businesses, as well as

         21  acquiring real estate.

         22                 I think went on to open my own real

         23  estate management and consulting firm where I

         24  expanded my knowledge in the real estate field.

         25                 I managed residential rental
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          2  buildings, mixed use residential and commercial

          3  buildings. I also became a real estate investor.

          4                 During that time I also became a

          5  registered mortgage broker with the New York State

          6  Banking Department. This helped me further my

          7  knowledge in the real estate industry. To round out

          8  my real estate knowledge, I joined Pride Property

          9  Management, which socializes in co-ops and condos.

         10                 I think I will be an asset to the Tax

         11  Commission because of my many years of experience in

         12  all areas of real estate. In the same respect I feel

         13  by becoming a tax commissioner it will further my

         14  knowledge of the real estate industry, which will be

         15  very beneficial to the City of New York, as well as

         16  to myself.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you ever

         19  appeared before the Tax Commission on any of your

         20  properties?

         21                 MR. CELAJ: Not personally, no. I was

         22  represented by attorneys.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay. And what

         24  happens if you're dissatisfied with some assessment

         25  once you're appointed a commissioner; what would you
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          2  do then?

          3                 MR. CELAJ: Well, I would recuse

          4  myself of anything having to do with any of my

          5  properties or any properties I'm affiliated with.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, I understand

          7  that you are presently on Community School Board No.

          8  11 in the Bronx.

          9                 MR. CELAJ: Yes, I am.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Is that correct?

         11                 And our staff has asked you to get

         12  consent and a waiver so that you can serve both as

         13  the Tax Commissioner for the City and on the

         14  community school board, and I understand that you

         15  did obtain that waiver and you have a letter signed

         16  by our Mayor to that effect; is that correct?

         17                 MR. CELAJ: Yes, I do.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you feel that

         19  your experience in real estate, and it is pretty

         20  comprehensive, will enable you to make fair

         21  decisions with respect to the petitions for changes

         22  in the assessments?

         23                 MR. CELAJ: I think it will.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are there any

         25  questions of Mr. Celaj?
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          2                 Council Member Provenzano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Before I

          5  recognize you, I left out one question, and Stuart

          6  was very quick to point it out.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Okay.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I understand that

          9  you had a couple of HPD violations; is that correct?

         10                 MR. CELAJ: There was actually two

         11  violations, one on each building, and they were

         12  corrected at the time the violation was issued, but,

         13  unfortunately, they weren't certified in the proper

         14  time. But subsequent to that I did get the

         15  certifications which I picked up today.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you have them

         17  with you today?

         18                 MR. CELAJ: Yes.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         20                 MR. CELAJ: And both violations have

         21  been cleared off the record.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you.

         23                 Council Member Provenzano.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Thank you.

         25                 I don't really have any questions.
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          2  Mr. Celaj is from my Council district. I've known

          3  him for a number of years. I remember when he worked

          4  for Morris Park LDC, and he was getting his feet

          5  wet, doing an excellent job. He dabbled in politics

          6  for awhile but decided that there wasn't any money

          7  there, so... He promised me he wouldn't run against

          8  me, so...

          9                 But I've known Bennie for a long

         10  time, and I've seen him grow from a young man into

         11  the businessman that he is today, and he's an

         12  outstanding, upstanding member of our community.

         13                 He, as you know, serves on the

         14  community board. He has owned several properties in

         15  our district and I know him to be very responsible.

         16                 And although I am not a member of

         17  this Committee, I would like to recommend him, and I

         18  think he's an excellent choice for this position.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         20                 Yes, Council Member.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Mr. Chairman,

         22  thank you for the opportunity. I know I'm not part

         23  of this Committee.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You're not on the

         25  Committee.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: But I just

          3  wanted to add my word of support for Ben Celaj. If

          4  you travel around the Bronx, especially the East

          5  Bronx, and you visit the civic associations and you

          6  talk to community board folks and you talk to people

          7  who are active in the community, inevitably Ben's

          8  name comes up because he is very active and he is

          9  somebody that I think would be a great addition to

         10  the Commission. So, I just want to give my word of

         11  support, and urge the Committee to think positively

         12  on this.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Well, he

         15  certainly has got an excellent background for this

         16  job. No one is going to argue about the merits.

         17                 Anyone else like to add anything?

         18                 Okay, hearing no one, Mr. Celaj, you

         19  are excused. We will be voting on you and Mr.

         20  Mayersohn at this time, but we can't complete the

         21  vote because we have a number of members who are at

         22  other meetings and we want to give them an

         23  opportunity to vote. And if you're approved by the

         24  Committee, this afternoon we're having a Council

         25  session and the overwhelming likelihood is that you
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          2  will be approved there.

          3                 So, you are excused.

          4                 MR. CELAJ: Thank you very much.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, we're going

          6  to have a roll call shortly.

          7                 Start the roll call going. Go ahead.

          8                 Roll call.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye. This is aye

         11  on both, we're coupling for this vote.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: May I be

         16  excused to explain my vote?

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council

         18  Member Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I just want

         20  to say that while I don't know Mr. Celaj, I made

         21  some quick phone calls, I certainly know of him,

         22  particularly from the school board, and the phone

         23  calls all came back extraordinarily positive. So, I

         24  would like to take this opportunity to welcome him

         25  as a Bronx designee and to vote aye on both
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          2  nominations.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: May I please

          7  be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, Council

          9  Member Wooten.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I don't know

         11  either one of them, however, I am taking it upon

         12  myself to continue to trust in my colleagues that

         13  they are making the right decision, so I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands as

         15  five in the affirmative, zero in the negative, no

         16  abstentions.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Now, we're

         18  keeping the vote open because several members of the

         19  Rules Committee are involved in other meetings and

         20  we will give them an opportunity to vote up until

         21  the time we have the Council session.

         22                 So, do we have the sheets to sign?

         23  Okay. Please, Council Members who are on the

         24  Committee, sign the reports.

         25                 (Recess taken.)
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye on both

          3  candidates.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: On both candidates?

          5  Aye.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Please sign the

          7  report.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye on both.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Let me call the

         11  names so I know who is voting.

         12                 Council Member Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye on both.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Michels?

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I voted aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: The vote stands at

         19  eight in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and

         20  no abstentions, items are adopted.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Please sign the

         22  reports.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: And the vote is still

         24  open.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN:  The vote is
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          2  still open.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Reverend Foster,

          5  how do you vote for these two candidates for the Tax

          6  Commission.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Abstain.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You're going to

          9  abstain? Okay.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I vote aye.

         12  Council Member Ognibene.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 1:00 p.m.)
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