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INTRODUCTION 
	On October 1, 2025, the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, chaired by Majority Whip Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, will conduct an oversight hearing entitled: Maintaining, Greening, and Enhancing the City’s Sidewalks, Medians, and Streetscapes. In addition, the Committee will hear the following legislation: Int. No. 169, sponsored by Majority Leader Amanda Farías, in relation to the installation of electric vehicle charging equipment on lampposts; Int. No. 221, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, in relation to requiring the parks department to repair damage caused by trees owned by the city of New York; Int. No. 262, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, in relation to requiring the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to any park equal or greater than one acre; Int. No. 270, sponsored by Council Member Rita Joseph, in relation to special activation of the Open Streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic; Int. No. 882, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, in relation to the installation and maintenance of tree guards; Int. No. 1104, sponsored by Council Member Brooks-Powers, in relation to a study and report on the feasibility of new ferry terminals; Int. No. 1147, sponsored by Council Member Brooks-Powers, in relation to requiring the cleaning of medians at least once per quarter; Int. No. 1154, sponsored by Council Member Julie Menin, in relation to establishing a high visibility pavement marking pilot program and the repeal of this local law upon the expiration thereof; and Int. No. 1233, sponsored by Council Member Erik Bottcher, in relation to the planting of vegetation on new medians separating bicycle lanes from motorized vehicle traffic. Those invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (NYC or City) Department of Transportation (DOT), NYC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), representatives from transit advocates, street safety advocates, and others. 
BACKGROUND
Department of Transportation
DOT’s mission is to provide for the safe, equitable, and sustainable movement of people and goods in NYC, while creating public spaces that strengthen the City’s communities.[footnoteRef:2] The agency’s vision is a transportation system that provides equitable mobility for all residents and visitors, while also being environmentally sustainable and built to adapt to the threat of climate change.[footnoteRef:3] DOT is responsible for a significant amount of the City’s public infrastructure, which includes planning, design, construction, maintenance, and management of roads, sidewalks, bridges, traffic signals, and signs.[footnoteRef:4] DOT has an annual operating budget of $1.5 billion and a 10-year $33.5 billion capital program, with nearly 6,000 employees.[footnoteRef:5] Overall, DOT manages: 6,300 miles of streets and highways; over 12,000 miles of sidewalk; approximately 800 bridges and tunnels; over one million street signs; 13,500 signalized intersections; nearly 400,000 streetlights; over 350 million linear feet of markings; 15,000 parking meters and 37 parking facilities; and the Staten Island Ferry.[footnoteRef:6] DOT also is responsible for smaller-scale public realm elements located on City sidewalks and streets such as lampposts, medians, bicycle lane barriers, and traffic calming measures that impacts public safety, climate resiliency, and quality of life.  [2:  NYC DOT, About DOT, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/about/about.shtml]  [3:  Id. ]  [4:  Id. ]  [5:  Id. ]  [6:  Id. ] 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
	DPR’s mission is to grow, maintain and program a world-class park system prioritizing equity, access, safety, and nature.[footnoteRef:7] The agency’s vision is to create and sustain a restorative and thriving park system for all.[footnoteRef:8] DPR is the steward of more than 30,000 acres of land—14% of NYC—which includes more than 5,000 individual properties ranging from Coney Island Beach and Central Park to community gardens and Greenstreets.[footnoteRef:9] DPR operates more than 800 athletic fields, nearly 1,000 playgrounds, 1,800 basketball courts, 550 tennis courts, 65 public pools, 51 recreational facilities, 15 nature centers, 14 golf courses, and 14 miles of beaches.[footnoteRef:10] DPR maintains 1,200 monuments and 23 historic house museums.[footnoteRef:11] In addition, the department cares for 660,000 street trees, and five million trees in parks around the City.[footnoteRef:12]   [7:  NYC Parks, About Parks, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/about]  [8:  Id. ]  [9:  Id.  ]  [10:  Id. ]  [11:  Id. ]  [12:  Id. ] 

Street Safety and Vision Zero 
Since 2014, NYC has instituted Vision Zero, a citywide initiative that seeks to improve the safety of its streets throughout every neighborhood and in every borough.[footnoteRef:13] First launched under former Mayor Bill de Blasio, the initiative includes: expanded enforcement against dangerous moving violations, such as speeding and failing to yield to pedestrians; new street designs and configurations; broad public outreach and communication; and legislation to increase penalties for dangerous drivers.[footnoteRef:14] Vision Zero rests on the belief that deaths and serious injuries in traffic incidents are not inevitable “accidents,” but preventable events that can be reduced through engineering, enforcement, and education.[footnoteRef:15] Traffic fatalities in NYC have fallen significantly since 1990, from 701 in 1990 to 381 in 2000 to an all-time low of 202 in 2018, with traffic deaths in NYC having fallen by a third when comparing 2018 with the year before Vision Zero began.[footnoteRef:16]  [13:  NYC, Vision Zero, available at https://www1.nyc.gov/content/visionzero/pages/]  [14:  Id.  ]  [15:  Id. ]  [16:  NYC DOT & NYPD, Vision Zero Accomplishments 2018, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/downloads/pdf/vz-accomplishments-core-outputs-2018.pdf ] 

	Although the data through 2018 is encouraging, the citywide initiative has received a number of criticisms mainly due to the rapid increase in deaths occurring on City streets over the last several years. Notably, for a nearly two month period during the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic in 2020, there were zero pedestrian fatalities in NYC, largely attributed to the lack of congestion and lack of commuters in the City at that time.[footnoteRef:17] However, in January 2021, the New York Times indicated that the total number of traffic fatalities in 2020 made it the deadliest year on record since former Mayor de Blasio introduced Vision Zero, and the second straight year of increased road fatalities.[footnoteRef:18]  [17:  Jake Offenhartz, Vision Zero Sputter as NYC Traffic Deaths Reach Highest Level of De Blasio Era, Gothamist, October 23, 2020, available at https://gothamist.com/news/vision-zero-sputters-nyc-traffic-deaths-reach-highest-level-de-blasio-era]  [18:  Christina Goldbaum, Why Emptier Streets Meant an Especially Deadly Year for Traffic Deaths, New York Times January 1, 2021, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/nyregion/nyc-traffic-deaths.html] 

In 2021, these trends continued, with 276 people killed due to traffic violence in the City, representing about a 33% increase from 2018.[footnoteRef:19] There were a reported 93 hit-and-runs with critical injuries in 2021, twice as many as there had been in 2018.[footnoteRef:20] Furthermore, the share of pedestrian fatalities caused by drivers of SUVs during Mayor de Blasio’s second term, which concluded in 2021, was up 42% compared to his first term.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [20:  Transportation Alternatives, Last year was the deadliest under Vision Zero. Here’s how Mayor Adams can save lives in 2022, January 26, 2022, available at https://www.transalt.org/writing/last-year-was-the-deadliest-under-vision-zero-heres-how-mayor-adams-can-save-lives-in-2022]  [21:  Id. ] 

In 2022, the number of traffic fatalities in the City was 263.[footnoteRef:22] DOT Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez announced that in 2022 the City experienced an overall decline of about 6% in traffic fatalities from 2021, and the first decline in annual fatalities since 2019.[footnoteRef:23] 2022 was one of the years with the fewest annual pedestrian deaths recorded in NYC,[footnoteRef:24] however, 2022 also marked the deadliest year since 2014 for child fatalities, with 16 children killed in traffic collisions.[footnoteRef:25]  [22:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at: https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [23:  NYC DOT, Press Release, Vision Zero: NYC Traffic Fatalities Dropped in 2022 For First Time in Three Years, Pedestrian Deaths Near Record Lows, January 6, 2023, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2023/vision-zero-fatalities-dropped-2022.shtml]  [24:  Id.   ]  [25:  Ben Brachfield, 2022 was deadliest year for children on city streets in Vision Zero era: report, AMNY, January 23, 2023, available at https://www.amny.com/transit/record-children-killed-traffic-collisions-2022-nyc-streets/  ] 

In 2023, there were 267 traffic fatalities, an increase of four people when compared to the year prior.[footnoteRef:26] Additionally, 2023 saw a record number of cyclist fatalities since the Vision Zero initiative was first launched.[footnoteRef:27] The following year, the numbers decreased by 6 percent, with 251 traffic fatalities in 2024.[footnoteRef:28] However, although total traffic fatalities declined, there were 16 child fatalities, which was tied with 2022 as the worst year for child fatalities under Vision Zero.[footnoteRef:29] Most recently, as of July 31, 2025, there have been 113 traffic fatalities thus far in 2025, which is 34 less than at the same point in 2024.[footnoteRef:30]   [26:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [27:  Transportation Alternatives,  New York City Experiences Deadliest First Quarter in Vision Zero History, New Data from Transportation Alternatives and Families for Safe Streets Shows, April 25, 2024, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/new-york-city-experiences-deadliest-first-quarter-in-vision-zero-history-new-data-from-transportation-alternatives-and-families-for-safe-streets-shows#:~:text=This%20data%20comes%20after%202023,the%20onset%20of%20Vision%20Zero ]  [28:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ]  [29:  Transportation Alternatives, Child & Pedestrian Fatalities Rose in 2024 While 132 Vehicles Received 100+ Safety Camera Tickets, With Two Exceeding 500, New Data from Transportation Alternatives & Families for Safe Streets, January 27, 2025, available at https://transalt.org/press-releases/child-amp-pedestrian-fatalities-rose-in-2024-while-132-vehicles-received-100-safety-camera-tickets-with-two-exceeding-500-new-data-from-transportation-alternatives-amp-families-for-safe-streets ]  [30:  NYC, Vision Zero View, available at https://vzv.nyc/  ] 

Sidewalks
	The City of New York has over 12,000 miles of sidewalks.[footnoteRef:31] Sidewalks, when free of defects, allow New Yorkers to travel and access the City, regardless of whether they are walking, using a wheelchair, or pushing a stroller.[footnoteRef:32] Although sidewalks are owned by the City of New York, private property owners are responsible for maintaining the sidewalks adjacent to their property.[footnoteRef:33]  [31:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure: Sidewalks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/sidewalkintro.shtml ]  [32:  Id. ]  [33:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure: Defacing City Property, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/defacements.shtml ] 

	The City of New York annually replaces more than two million square feet of sidewalk, primarily on City-owned property and in residential neighborhoods.[footnoteRef:34] Although the City replaces millions of square feet of sidewalk each year, it also requires property owners to ensure that the sidewalks adjacent to their properties are properly maintained, including through repairs and removal of snow, ice or debris.[footnoteRef:35] Under Section 19-152 of the NYC Administrative Code, property owners are responsible for installing, repairing and maintaining sidewalks adjoining their properties.[footnoteRef:36] In addition, under Section 7-210 of the NYC Administrative Code, a property owner can be liable for any injury to property or personal injury proximately caused by the owner’s failure to maintain such a sidewalk in a reasonably safe condition.[footnoteRef:37]  [34:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure: Sidewalks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/sidewalkintro.shtml]  [35:  Id. ]  [36:  NYC Admin. Code § 19-152.]  [37:  NYC Admin. Code § 7-210(b).] 

Defects such as a collapsed sidewalk, trip hazard, improper slope, and patchwork could result in a Notice of Sidewalk Violation issued by DOT.[footnoteRef:38] Notice of Sidewalk Violations require property owners to repair defects in their sidewalks.[footnoteRef:39] There are no fines associated with a violation, however, if a property owner does not perform the required repairs within 75 days of receiving the violation, DOT may have a contractor perform the repairs, with the Department of Finance issuing a bill to the property owner for a portion of the cost of the work.[footnoteRef:40]  [38:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure: Sidewalks, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/sidewalkintro.shtml]  [39:  Id. ]  [40:  NYC Admin. Code § 19-152(e). ] 


Medians
	A median is the area between opposing lanes of traffic, excluding turn lanes.[footnoteRef:41] Generally, medians in urban and suburban areas can be defined by pavement markings, raised medians, or islands to separate motorized and nonmotorized road users.[footnoteRef:42] Medians sometimes have a refuge area, known as a pedestrian refuge islands.[footnoteRef:43] According to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS), nationally, pedestrian fatalities from motor vehicle crashes increased 78% between 2009, their historic low point, and 2023 and account for 18% of crash fatalities.[footnoteRef:44] In addition, 77% of all pedestrian deaths in 2023 occurred at non-intersections.[footnoteRef:45] For pedestrians to safely cross a road, they have to estimate a number of things like vehicle speeds, walking speeds, and vehicle paths. Medians can improve safety by allowing pedestrians to cross one direction of traffic at a time.  [41:  US Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, Proven Safety Measures, Medians and Pedestrian Refuge Islands, available at https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/medians-and-pedestrian-refuge-islands-urban-and-suburban-areas ]  [42:  Id. ]  [43:  Id. ]  [44:  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety and Highway Loss Data Institute, Fatality Facts 2023-Pedestrians, July 2025, available at https://www.iihs.org/research-areas/fatality-statistics/detail/pedestrians ]  [45:  Id. ] 

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) recommends that transportation agencies consider medians or pedestrian refuge islands in curbed sections of urban and suburban multilane roadways.[footnoteRef:46] This recommendation is particularly important in areas with a mix of pedestrian and vehicle traffic, traffic volumes over 9,000 vehicles per day, and travel speeds of 35 mph or greater.[footnoteRef:47] Areas like mid-block crossings, approaches to multilane intersections, and areas near transit stops or other pedestrian-focused sites are where medians or pedestrian refuge islands could be beneficial, being at least 4-feet wide, but preferably 9 feet for comfort.[footnoteRef:48] Overall, the FHWA found that medians with marked crosswalks lead to a 46% reduction in pedestrian crashes and that pedestrian refuge islands result in a 56% reduction.[footnoteRef:49] [46:  US Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, Proven Safety Measures, Medians and Pedestrian Refuge Islands, available at https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/medians-and-pedestrian-refuge-islands-urban-and-suburban-areas]  [47:  Id. ]  [48:  Id. ]  [49:  Id.] 

In the City, DOT utilizes medians, raised medians, and pedestrian safety islands (also known as pedestrian refuge islands) to improve pedestrian safety at specific roadways.[footnoteRef:50] Such medians are primarily utilized along roadways or extended through intersections to prevent left-turns and through-movements to and from intersection streets.[footnoteRef:51] Pedestrian refugee islands provide pedestrians and cyclists with access to the median.[footnoteRef:52] These medians may include trees or plantings to create natural barriers and makes neighborhoods more environmentally sustainable and appealing.[footnoteRef:53] Overall, according to DOT, medians can reduce traffic speeds, beautify and green streets, improve stormwater source controls through natural irrigation, discourage dangerous mid-block pedestrian crossing, and enhance safety at intersections.[footnoteRef:54] However, they can also impact street drainage or underground utilities, impede emergency vehicle access, and require maintenance.[footnoteRef:55] DOT generally installs medians on local streets with speeding or cut-through problems, one-way or two-way local streets at their intersections with two-way collector or arterial roadways, and on wide arterial and collector streets with significant and/or complex turning conflicts resulting from multiple curb cuts.[footnoteRef:56] When designing medians, DOT takes into account: vehicle versus bike movement impact; plants, trees, and other green or permeable surfaces; stormwater controls; and utility infrastructure.[footnoteRef:57] [50:  NYC DOT, Street Design Manual: Median Barrier, available at https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/geometry/median-barrier ]  [51:  Id. ]  [52:  Id. ]  [53:  Id. ]  [54:  Id. ]  [55:  Id. ]  [56:  Id. ]  [57:  Id. ] 

Although medians can add to the quality-of-life in neighborhoods, they also can detract, if not properly cleaned or maintained. This has become an issue in certain neighborhoods where medians become places where people litter and/or places where unkempt plants and trees become overgrown and unsightly. Litter and overgrown plants, shrubs, and trees can cause specific stormwater drainage issues, like ponding and flooding, and can be a detriment to the surrounding community. Notably, in August 2024, Queens Borough President Donovan Richards unveiled a new initiative to clean up the overgrown and trash-filled medians across Queens.[footnoteRef:58] The initiative is based off of a database compiled by the Borough President’s Office identifying 205 overgrown or unsightly medians that featured tall weeds, overgrown bushes, dead trees, litter, and dumped items such as car parts.[footnoteRef:59] Of the 205 medians, approximately half were in Eastern Queens, while the rest were in locations including Astoria, Woodside, East Elmhurst, and Fresh Meadows.[footnoteRef:60] Local Community Board leaders, such as Joseph Marziliano, district manager of Community Board 11, have noted that it can be difficult to know which City agencies are responsibly for cleaning medians, which makes reporting violations convoluted.[footnoteRef:61] [58:  ABC7 NY, Society, Push underway to clean up overgrown and trash-strewn highway medians in Queens, August 13, 2024, available at https://abc7ny.com/post/queens-overgrown-medians/15181318/ ]  [59:  Id. ]  [60:  Id. ]  [61:  QNS, Athena Dawson, News, Borough President and civic leaders demand action on overgrown medians and littered streets, propose new legislation, August 20, 2024, available at https://qns.com/2024/08/bp-civic-leaders-demand-action-overgrown-medians-littered-streets/ ] 

Streets and Roadways
	DOT is responsible for thousands of miles of streets and roadways, conducting regular inspections to assess pavement conditions while assigning ratings based on the overall condition, patching, and cracking.[footnoteRef:62] To address issues with streets and roadways, DOT implements street resurfacing, street reconstruction, and capital street projects.[footnoteRef:63]  [62:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure: Street and Roadway Construction, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/construction.shtml ]  [63:  Id. ] 

Street resurfacing addresses surface-level problems of the roadway by replacing the top layer of asphalt pavement which addresses issues like potholes, cracking, hummocks, bumps, and patches of street cuts.[footnoteRef:64] Overall, this process is a short-term method of maintaining roads.[footnoteRef:65] To conduct street resurfacing, DOT removes the top-layer of asphalt pavements, a process known as milling, and replaces it with a new layer of asphalt.[footnoteRef:66]  [64:  Id. ]  [65:  Id. ]  [66:  NYC DOT, Motorists and Parking: Weekly Resurfacing Schedule, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/resurfintro.shtml] 

To address severe issues related to a street’s condition and design, DOT utilizes street reconstruction, a process that provides long-term upgrades to roadways and their underlying infrastructure.[footnoteRef:67] These projects are included in capital street projects/plans, to address serious issues, such as changing the grading of the street to improve storm water flow, adding utilities underground, and relocating traffic and street lights, and street trees.[footnoteRef:68] Reconstruction replaces over a foot of the roadway below the street’s surface and usually includes reconstruction of the curbs and sidewalks.[footnoteRef:69] Classified as Capital Street Projects, this work is executed by the Department of Design and Construction on DOT’s behalf.[footnoteRef:70] Generally, it takes between three to five years to complete street reconstruction work, after which time the street is designated a “protected street” for five years.[footnoteRef:71] [67:  Id.]  [68:  Id. ]  [69:  Id. ]  [70:  Id. ]  [71:  Id. ] 

Capital street projects are part of street reconstruction.[footnoteRef:72] These projects are major, longer-term street reconstruction projects that keep the City’s infrastructure in a state of good repair.[footnoteRef:73] Overall, these projects can range from milling and repaving to full reconstruction of the roadbed, sidewalks, sewer and water pipes, and other utilities.[footnoteRef:74] Moreover, they may include implementing traffic calming measures, public plazas, school safety measures, greenways, Select Bus Service infrastructure, bulkheads, and retaining walls.[footnoteRef:75] The Street Design Manual, NYC’s resource for street design standards, guidelines, and policies, is used as the guide for the design of these projects, and these projects are initiated through community input, demonstrated need, and outside funding opportunities.[footnoteRef:76] DOT and DDC fund and initiate the capital program, but they also partner with other Federal, State, and City agencies.[footnoteRef:77]  [72:  NYC DOT, Infrastructure: Capital Street Projects, available at  https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/infrastructure/capital-projects.shtml]  [73:  Id. ]  [74:  Id. ]  [75:  Id.]  [76:  Id. ]  [77:  Id. ] 











LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND
Int. No. 169- Electric Vehicle Charging and Lampposts
	Transportation is responsible for approximately 30% of NYC’s greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs), with most of these emissions coming from passenger cars.[footnoteRef:78] Thus, increasing the number of electric vehicles (EVs) in the City is an important aspect of the City’s effort to achieve its goal of net-zero transportation GHG emissions by 2050.[footnoteRef:79] EVs require charging because they run entirely or partially on battery power or on electricity generated from a hydrogen fuel cell.[footnoteRef:80] There are currently three different charging levels for EVs: [78:  NYC DOT, Motorists and Parking: Electric Vehicles, available at https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/electric-vehicles.shtml#/find/nearest]  [79:  Id.  ]  [80:  Id. ] 

· Level 1 Charge, which allows up to 5 miles of range per hour of charging, and can be done through standard household outlet with low voltage (120v);[footnoteRef:81]  [81:  Id. ] 

· Level 2 Charge, which allows up to 20 miles of range per hour of charging, and can be done through mid-level voltage (240v), which is what you would commonly see in large appliances;[footnoteRef:82] and  [82:  Id. ] 

· Level 3 Charge, which allows over 30 miles of range per 10 minutes of charging and is the fastest charging option (over 480v), commonly known as DC Fast Charging.[footnoteRef:83] [83:  Id. ] 

NYC is currently developing PlugNYC, which is a comprehensive network of publicly accessible Level 2 and DC fast chargers.[footnoteRef:84] Overall, the City has installed 98 Level 2 charging ports for the public to use at curbside locations in the five boroughs.[footnoteRef:85] In addition, DOT currently operates three DC fast charging hubs at city-owned public parking facilities, and is working with the New York Power Authority to create up to 13 additional EV fast-charging hubs and municipal parking facilities across the City, with roughly 50 fast-charging plugs.[footnoteRef:86]   [84:  Id. ]  [85:  Id. ]  [86:  Id. ] 

The use of lampposts is also being explored to further the deployment of EV charging infrastructure throughout the City. Voltpost is a lamppost EV charging company that will support the deployment of at least 10 dual-port Voltpost chargers to expand curbside EV charging infrastructure in New York State (NYS), including NYC, and will test the feasibility of lamppost curbside EV charging in NYS.[footnoteRef:87] This project will be funded by a $775,000 grant through the Vehicle Grid Integration Program administered by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, which provides funding for projects that will advance EV charging infrastructure.[footnoteRef:88] The grant allows Voltpost to develop lamppost EV charging in the NYC area, Capital Region, and Hudson Valley, focusing on UL certification, retrofits, and the 10 dual-port chargers discussed above.[footnoteRef:89] Voltpost is collaborating with key partners, including Con Edison and municipal governments across the state, to execute the project.[footnoteRef:90] [87:  Voltpost, Voltpost to Advance Lamppost EV Charging Across New York State, July 9, 2025, available at https://www.voltpost.com/press/voltpost-to-advance-lamppost-ev-charging-across-new-york-state]  [88:  New York State Energy Research and Development Authority, 
$3 Million Awarded To Integrate Electric Vehicles Into The Grid, July 8, 2025, available at    https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Newsroom/2025-Announcements/2025-07-08-Governor-Hochul-Announces-3-Million-Awarded-To-Integrate-Electric-Vehicles-Into-Grid]  [89:  Id. ]  [90:  Voltpost, Voltpost to Advance Lamppost EV Charging Across New York State, July 9, 2025, available at https://www.voltpost.com/press/voltpost-to-advance-lamppost-ev-charging-across-new-york-state] 

Int. No. 221-Tree-Related Damage 
	City trees help beautify neighborhoods, while providing environmental benefits, such as improved air quality and an ability to combat natural flooding. DPR’s sidewalk repair program repairs severe sidewalk damaged caused by root growth adjacent to one-, two, and three-family (NYC Tax Class 1) homes not used for commercial purposes and occupied by the owner only.[footnoteRef:91] Funding for this program is limited, with repairs being made based on a rating system that includes severity of damage, amount of pedestrian traffic, and size and condition of the tree.[footnoteRef:92] One can repair their sidewalk on their own through an independent contractor, however, in some cases, the cost may not be reimbursed.[footnoteRef:93]  [91:  NYC Parks, Trees, Trees & Sidewalks Program, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/services/forestry/trees-sidewalks-program ]  [92:  Id. ]  [93:  Id. ] 

Int. No. 262: Speed Humps near Parks
In order to increase safety on City streets, DOT implements raised speed reducers, including speed humps.[footnoteRef:94] Raised speed reducers are raised areas of a roadway that deflects both the wheels and frame of a traversing vehicle, lowering vehicle speeds.[footnoteRef:95] The two basic types of raised speed reducers are speed humps and speed cushions.[footnoteRef:96] Speed humps are continuous raised areas that span the entire roadway, while speed cushions are rounded or flat-topped raised areas placed across the road with wheel cutouts designed to allow large vehicles, such as fire trucks and buses, to pass with minimal slowing or rocking.[footnoteRef:97] Both speed humps and speed cushions are generally raised 4 inches above the level of the roadway, and are effective at reducing speeds.[footnoteRef:98] [94:  NYC DOT, Street Design Manual: Raised Speed Reducer, available at https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/geometry/raised-speed-reducer ]  [95:  Id. ]  [96:  Id. ]  [97:  Id. ]  [98:  Id. ] 

Int. No. 270: Open Streets Program
NYC’s Open Streets program, created in the Spring of 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic and then made permanent by the City Council in 2021, is a program to implement more open spaces for NYC.[footnoteRef:99] The program transforms streets into public space open to all, allowing for a range of activities that promote economic development, support schools, facilitate pedestrian and bike mobility, and provide new ways for New Yorkers to enjoy cultural programming and build their community.[footnoteRef:100] DOT works with a diverse set of partners to implement the Open Streets program, including community-based organizations, educational institutions, business groups, and houses of worship.[footnoteRef:101] There are three types of Open Streets: (1) Limited Local Access, which is a street designated for pedestrian and cyclist use and enjoyment during a specified set of hours and days each week, where local vehicle access is permitted and drivers are advised to drive 5 miles per hour; (2) Full Closure, which is a street that is temporarily closed to vehicles to allow for car-free activities that support local businesses, communities, and schools; and (3) Full Closure: Schools, which is a street that is  temporarily closed to vehicles to support schools for drop-off and pick-up operations, recess, and outdoor learning.[footnoteRef:102] [99:  NYC DOT, Pedestrians: Open Streets, available at: https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pedestrians/openstreets.shtml.  ]  [100:  Id. ]  [101:  Id. ]  [102:  Id. ] 

In 2024, DOT adopted rules to codify the Open Streets application process and program requirements, as well as clarify criteria for eligible open streets partners and corridors, and establish a regulatory framework for how the program will be managed and operated.[footnoteRef:103] Under DOT’s rules, the operating hours of a Full Closure Open Street can be expanded, upon DOT’s written consent, to include the following holidays: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr.’s Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.[footnoteRef:104]   [103:  Id. ]  [104:  34 RCNY § 4-21(c)(4). ] 


Int. No. 882: Tree Guards
	Over 660,000 trees line City streets with 400 acres of tree beds surrounding sidewalk trees.[footnoteRef:105] Tree guards are fences around the perimeter of a tree pit that provides a physical barrier between a tree and NYC’s at-times harsh urban environment.[footnoteRef:106] They reduce soil compaction, shield the trunk from physical damage, and prevent pet waste from entering the tree pit.[footnoteRef:107] Moreover, tree guards have also been proven to extend the longevity of trees, while reducing their mortality rates, and providing a small protected planting bed for gardening.[footnoteRef:108]  [105:  Jane Margolies, New York Times, In the Fight Over N.Y.C. Sidewalks, Tree Beds Are the Smallest Frontier, March 13, 2024, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2024/03/13/nyregion/tree-beds-new-york-city.html ]  [106:  NYC Parks, Trees, Tree Guards, available at https://www.nycgovparks.org/trees/tree-care/tree-guards ]  [107:  Id. ]  [108:  Id.] 

Int. No. 1104: Study and Report of New Ferry Terminals 
	NYC Ferry aims to provide a new affordable way to travel between waterfront communities throughout NYC.[footnoteRef:109] Currently, six routes span over 60 nautical miles of waterways and connect New Yorkers and visitors to various neighborhoods across the City.[footnoteRef:110] Over the years, NYC Ferry expansion has been studied and analyzed to determine feasibility and effectiveness of adding new ferry terminals. The Council has looked at this issue and if/what new ferry terminals should be implemented.  [109:  NYC Ferry, About NYC Ferry, available at https://www.ferry.nyc/about/ ]  [110:  Id. ] 

Int. Nos. 1147 and 1233: Cleaning and Greening Medians 
	As discussed above, a median is the area between opposing lanes of traffic, excluding turn lanes.[footnoteRef:111] Generally, medians in urban and suburban areas can be defined by pavement markings, raised medians, or islands to separate motorized and nonmotorized road users.[footnoteRef:112] Medians sometimes have a refuge area in them, which is then called a pedestrian refuge island.[footnoteRef:113] [111:  U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, Proven Safety Measures, Medians and Pedestrian Refuge Islands, available at https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/medians-and-pedestrian-refuge-islands-urban-and-suburban-areas ]  [112:  Id. ]  [113:  Id. ] 

	Although medians can add to the quality-of-life in neighborhoods, they also can detract, if not properly cleaned or maintained. This has become an issue in certain neighborhoods where medians become places where people litter and/or places where unkempt plants and trees become overgrown and unsightly. Litter and overgrown plants, shrubs and trees, can cause specific stormwater drainage issues, like ponding and flooding, and can be a detriment to a neighborhood. Keeping medians clean, while also adding/implementing vegetation and trees to medians can ensure that medians are positive additions to a neighborhood and street, improving the infrastructure and safety of the median and street. 
Int. No. 1154: High Visibility Pavement Markings
DOT manages and maintains over 350 million linear feet of markings in NYC.[footnoteRef:114] Pavement markings are standard materials that are installed and maintained by DOT, and generally consist of either a thermoplastic or polyurea material.[footnoteRef:115] Pavement markings are essential for road safety as they delineate lanes, guide traffic flow, and convey vital information to road users.[footnoteRef:116] In order for pavement markings to be effective, they must be visible and easy to identify in all lighting conditions, including at night and in inclement weather.[footnoteRef:117] High visibility pavement markings use particular materials and/or patterns to appear brighter and easier to see than standard pavement markings.[footnoteRef:118] [114:  NYC DOT, Street Design Manual: Markings, available at https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/material/markings. ]  [115:  NYC DOT, Street Design Manual: Pavement Markings, available at https://www.nycstreetdesign.info/material/pavement-markings.]  [116:  Id.]  [117:  Id.]  [118:  U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements, available at https://highways.dot.gov/safety/proven-safety-countermeasures/crosswalk-visibility-enhancements; New York State Department of Transportation, Comprehensive Pavement Design Manual: Chapter 11 – Pavement Markings, 11-3, April 2024, available at https://www.dot.ny.gov/divisions/engineering/design/dqab/cpdm/repository/chapter11.pdf. ] 


LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Below are brief summaries of the legislation being heard today by this Committee. These summaries are intended for informational purposes only and do not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, review the full text of the bills which are included below.
Int. No. 169, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of electric vehicle charging equipment on lampposts

Int. 169 would require the Commissioner of DOT to annually determine the feasibility of installing electric vehicle charging equipment on lampposts in New York City, and in doing so, to identify, in consultation with the New York City Police Department, the particular lampposts on which such equipment should be installed. Based on this feasibility determination, the Commissioner would be required to install the equipment on such lampposts.
	This local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
Int. No. 221, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the parks department to repair damage caused by trees owned by the city of New York

Int. 221 would require DPR to repair damage caused by trees planted by the City to sidewalks, roads, and private property as a result of overgrowth and lack of pruning. Homeowners would not be held liable for such damage.
	This local law would take effect 120 days after its enactment, except that the DOT and the DPR would each be required to take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
Int. No. 262, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to any park equal or greater than one acre

Int. No. 262 would require DOT to install speed humps on roadways that are adjacent to any park equal to or greater than one acre in size unless such installation, in the commissioner of DOT’s judgment, would endanger pedestrians or motorists, or would not be consistent with DOT’s guidelines regarding the installation of speed humps.
This local law would take effect 180 days after it becomes law.  
Int. No. 270, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to special activation of the Open Streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic

Int. No. 270 would modify the existing Open Streets program to require DOT to offer special activation opportunities for Open Streets participants to expand their operating hours on designated holidays, including Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Halloween, and other holidays or days with significant pedestrian traffic, at the discretion of DOT. It also requires DOT to solicit suggestions from community organizations to add special activation opportunities for other holidays. Applications for special activations would be included in and subject to the same review standards as the general application and renewal process.  
This local law would take effect 30 days after it becomes law. 


Int. No. 882, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation and maintenance of tree guards

Int. No. 882 would grant DOT the authority to install and maintain tree guards on city property. Tree guards are fence-like structures installed around the perimeter of a tree pit in order to provide a physical barrier between a tree and the surrounding environment so that the tree may be better protected from physical damage and other harm.
This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
Int. No. 1104, A Local Law in relation to a study and report on the feasibility of new ferry terminals

Int. No. 1104 would require the Commissioner of Transportation, in consultation with the Department of Small Business Services and the New York City Economic Development Corporation, to study and report on the feasibility of siting additional ferry terminals in New York City. The study would identify potential locations for additional ferry terminals and would consider the local benefits of each new siting, logistical challenges associated with each new siting, any solutions to these challenges, and the estimated costs associated with each siting. The Commissioner of Transportation would be required to submit a report containing the findings of the study to the Mayor and Speaker of the Council, and post a copy of the report on the Department of Transportation website.
This local law would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 1147, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the cleaning of medians at least once per quarter

Int. No. 1147 would require that any agency with jurisdiction over the cleaning of street medians clean the medians at least once per quarter.
This local law would take effect immediately.
Int. No. 1154, a Local Law in relation to establishing a high visibility pavement marking pilot program and the repeal of this local law upon the expiration thereof

	Int. No. 1154 would require that the Commissioner of Transportation establish a pilot program to install high visibility pavement markings in at least five locations per borough. The Commissioner would be required to prioritize placing the high visibility pavement markings in locations where high numbers of traffic related injuries or fatalities have occurred as a result of poor driving conditions. The pilot program would be required to commence no later than 90 days after the effective date of this local law. The pilot program would then be required to conclude two years after its commencement. Upon completion of the pilot program, the Commissioner would be required to submit a report to the Mayor and Speaker of the Council making recommendations on whether to expand or make the pilot program permanent, as well as identifying any challenges and issues presented by the pilot program. 
	This local law would take effect immediately and would expire and be deemed repealed upon final submission of the report by the Commissioner. 
Int. No. 1233, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the planting of vegetation on new medians separating bicycle lanes from motorized vehicle traffic

Int. No. 1233 would require the Commissioner of Transportation to build any new medians separating bicycle lanes from motorized vehicle traffic to accommodate the planting of trees and other vegetation based on feasibility determinations made by the Commissioner of Transportation and Commissioner of Parks and Recreation. The Commissioner of Parks and Recreation would be required to plant, or permit to be planted, trees and other vegetation in the new medians accordingly.
This local law would take effect 120 days after it becomes law.


	Int. No. 169
 
By Council Members Farías, Hanif, Hudson, Brewer, Gennaro, Restler and Riley
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation of electric vehicle charging equipment on lampposts
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.8 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.8 Lamppost charging stations for electric vehicles. a. The commissioner shall annually determine the feasibility of installing charging equipment for electric vehicles on lampposts under the commissioner’s jurisdiction, considering the availability of such equipment and related installation services, cost, location, compatibility with traffic rules and regulations, and any other factor deemed appropriate by the commissioner. As part of this determination and in consultation with the police department, the commissioner shall determine which such lampposts should be reconfigured for installation of such equipment. 
b. The commissioner shall install such equipment on lampposts in accordance with the feasibility determination made pursuant to subdivision a.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after becoming law.
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Int. No. 221
 
By Council Members Holden, Gennaro, Ariola, Paladino, Vernikov and Morano
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the parks department to repair damage caused by trees owned by the city of New York
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 7-210 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 49 for the year 2003, is amended to read as follows:
a. It shall be the duty of the owner of real property abutting any sidewalk, including, but not limited to, the intersection quadrant for corner property, to maintain such sidewalk in a reasonably safe condition. This subdivision shall not require the owner of a one-, two- or three-family residential property that is (i) in whole or in part, owner occupied, and (ii) used exclusively for residential purposes, to repair damage caused to an abutting sidewalk by a city-owned tree.
§ 2. Section 7-210 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision a-1 to read as follows:
a-1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, it shall be the duty of the owner of any residential real property that is (i) in whole or in part, owner occupied, and (ii) used exclusively for residential purposes abutting any sidewalk, including, but not limited to, the intersection quadrant for corner property, to notify the department of parks and recreation or the department of transportation in the event that a sidewalk flag abutting such property is damaged by a city-owned tree. Failure to notify either department of such damage shall constitute a violation, the penalty for which shall be determined in accordance with section 19-150(b) of the code.
§ 3. Subdivision a of section 19-152 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law 64 of the year 1995, is amended to read as follows:
a. The owner of any real property, at his or her own cost and expense, shall (1) install, construct, repave, reconstruct and repair the sidewalk flags in front of or abutting such property, including but not limited to the intersection quadrant for corner property, and (2) fence any vacant lot or lots, fill any sunken lot or lots and/or cut down any raised lots comprising part or all of such property whenever the commissioner of the department shall so order or direct. The commissioner shall so order or direct the owner to reinstall, construct, reconstruct, repave or repair a defective sidewalk flag in front of or abutting such property, including but not limited to the intersection quadrant for corner property or fence any vacant lot or lots, fill any sunken lot or lots and/or cut down any raised lots comprising part or all of such property after an inspection of such real property by a departmental inspector. The commissioner shall not direct the owner to reinstall, reconstruct, repave or repair a sidewalk flag which was damaged by the city, its agents or any contractor employed by the city during the course of a city capital construction project.  The commissioner shall not direct the owner of one-, two- or three-family residential real property that is (i) in whole or in part, owner occupied, and (ii) used exclusively for residential purposes, to reinstall, reconstruct, repave or repair an abutting sidewalk flag which was damaged by a city-owned tree. The commissioner shall direct the owner to install, reinstall, construct, reconstruct, repave or repair only those sidewalk flags which contain a substantial defect. For the purposes of this subdivision, a substantial defect shall include any of the following:
 § 4. Section 19-152 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision d-1 to read as follows:
d-1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the owner of a one-, two- or three-family residence that is (i) in whole or in part, owner occupied, and (ii) used exclusively for residential purposes, has notified the department of the existence of a defective, unsafe, dangerous or obstructed condition of a sidewalk abutting such property pursuant to subdivision (a-1) of section 7-210 of the code, and the department determines that such condition was not caused by a city-owned tree, such owner shall have ninety days to repair such condition.
 § 5. This local law takes effect 120 days after its enactment, except that the department of transportation and the department of parks and recreation shall each take such measures as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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Int. No. 262
 
By Council Members Joseph, Restler, Feliz, Louis, Marte, Gutiérrez, Hanif, Ung, Won, Salaam, Farías, De La Rosa, Riley, Avilés, Banks, Sanchez, Brooks-Powers, Paladino and Vernikov
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to any park equal or greater than one acre
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-189.2 to read as follows:
§19-189.2 Installation of speed humps on roadways adjacent to parks.  a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms having the following meanings:
1. Park. The term “park” means any park under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation that is equal to or greater than one acre.
2. Speed hump. The term “speed hump” means any raised area in the roadway pavement surface extending transversely across the travel way that is composed of asphalt or another paving material and is installed and designed for the purpose of slowing vehicular traffic.
b. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 19-183 and 19-185 of this chapter, the department shall install a speed hump on all roadways adjacent to any park that is equal or greater than one acre.
c. The commissioner may decline to install any speed hump that is otherwise required by this section if such installation would, in the commissioner’s judgment, endanger the safety of motorists or pedestrians or not be consistent with the department’s guidelines regarding the installation of speed humps.
§2. This local law takes effect 180 days after it becomes law.
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	Int. No. 270
 
By Council Members Joseph, Krishnan, Restler, Won, Feliz, Hanif, Salaam, Riley, Avilés, Banks, Cabán, Sanchez, Ossé, Nurse, Louis and Brooks-Powers
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to special activation of the Open Streets program on certain holidays and time periods with significant pedestrian traffic
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new definition of “special activation opportunity” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Special activation opportunity. The term “special activation opportunity” means a specially designated window of days or hours during which the department or a community organization may choose to operate an open street, outside of or in addition to regularly scheduled operations.
§ 2. Subparagraphs f and g of paragraph 1 of subdivision d of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 55 for the year 2021, are amended and a new subparagraph h is added to read as follows:
(f) Description of measures to facilitate use of the open street by people with disabilities; [and]
(g) Proposed plan for how to maintain emergency vehicle access and any staffing plans[.]; and
(h) Proposed days and hours of operation for special activation opportunities on certain holidays, with options to include Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Halloween, and other holidays or time periods with significant pedestrian traffic at the discretion of the department or the suggestion of applicants.
§ 3. Paragraph 2 of subdivision d of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 55 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
2. The department shall offer a short-form application to renew the management of an open street. Such short-form application shall include an opportunity for an applicant to request any of the following: additional resources, traffic calming measures as specified in subdivision i, street furniture, accessibility improvements, special activation opportunities, or consideration of conversion of such street to a shared street.
§ 4. The opening paragraph of subdivision e of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 55 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
e. Selection. In exercising its discretion to designate an open street or permit a special activation of an open street, the department shall consider the following factors:
§ 5. Paragraphs 6 and 7 of subdivision g of section 19-107.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 55 for the year 2021, are amended and a new paragraph 8 is added to read as follows:
6. Procedures by which community organizations may create their own barriers, signage and street furniture that encourage sustainability and welcoming design, subject to the review and approval of the department; [and]
7. Procedures by which community organizations may expeditiously obtain permits related to programming on open streets[.]; and
8. Procedures by which community organizations may participate in or suggest new special activation opportunities, which shall include Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Fourth of July, Labor Day, and Halloween, and may also be offered on other days at the discretion of the department.
§ 6. This local law takes effect 30 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 882
 
By Council Members Holden, Brannan, Menin, Ariola and Morano
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the installation and maintenance of tree guards
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.6 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.6 Tree guard. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following term has the following meaning:
Tree guard. The term “tree guard” means a fence installed around the perimeter of a tree pit that provides a barrier between a tree and the surrounding environment for the purposes of protecting such tree from physical damage and other harm.
b. The department shall have jurisdiction over the installation and maintenance of any tree guard in a tree pit that is in or adjacent to a public sidewalk on property under the jurisdiction of either the department or the department of parks and recreation.
c. The department shall, in conjunction with the department of parks and recreation, develop a website that describes the process for tree guard design, installation and maintenance.  
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1104
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Farías, Brannan, Hanif and Schulman
 
A Local Law in relation to a study and report on the feasibility of new ferry terminals
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
City. The term “city” means the city of New York.
Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of transportation.
Department. The term “department” means the department of transportation.
b. Study. The commissioner, in consultation with the department of small business services and the New York city economic development corporation, shall conduct a study on the feasibility of siting new ferry terminals in the city. Through such study, the commissioner shall:
1. Identify potential locations for the siting of new ferry terminals;
2. Identify local benefits that would result from each such siting, including access to additional transportation for the local population;
3. Identify the logistical challenges involved with each such siting, including any challenges concerning the size and structure of ferry boats, the navigation of ferry boats through waterways, and disruption of service to other ferry terminals;
4. Propose solutions, if any, to such challenges; and
5. Estimate the projected costs associated with each such siting and implementation of such solutions.
c. Report. No later than 1 year after the effective date of this local law, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and speaker of the council, and post on the department’s website, a report on the findings of the study required under subdivision b of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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	Int. No. 1147
 
By Council Members Brooks-Powers, Williams, Lee, Brannan, Hanif, Moya, Schulman and Ariola
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the cleaning of medians at least once per quarter
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Chapter 2 of title 4 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 4-219 to read as follows:
§ 4-219 Frequency of median cleaning. a. Any agency or agencies having jurisdiction over the cleaning of medians shall clean medians at least once per quarter.
b. Subdivision a of this section does not interfere with the commissioner of parks and recreation’s jurisdiction over maintaining trees and other forms of vegetation pursuant to section 18-104 or the commissioner of sanitation’s duty to remove snow and ice on streets pursuant to section 16-124.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 1154
 
By Council Members Menin, Salaam, De La Rosa, Brooks-Powers, Cabán, Brannan, Hanif and Brewer
 
A Local Law in relation to establishing a high visibility pavement marking pilot program and the repeal of this local law upon the expiration thereof
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. High visibility pavement marking pilot program. a. Definitions. For purposes of this local law, the following terms have the following meanings:
Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of transportation.
High visibility pavement marking. The term “high visibility pavement marking” means a pavement marking that, due to the use of technology such as retroreflectivity or photoluminescence, is more visible to road users in poor driving conditions than the current pavement markings used on streets in the city of New York.
Pavement marking. The term “pavement marking” means any type of line or symbol on the roadway that is intended to direct vehicular, pedestrian or cyclist movement.
Poor driving conditions. The term “poor driving conditions” means any driving conditions where the visibility of pavement markings may be reduced, such as at night or during inclement weather.
b. Pilot program. The commissioner shall establish a pilot program to install high visibility pavement markings. As part of such program, the commissioner shall install high visibility pavement markings in at least 5 locations per borough. The commissioner shall prioritize placing such high visibility pavement markings in locations where a high numbers of traffic related injuries or fatalities have occurred as a result of poor driving conditions. Such program shall commence no later than 90 days after the effective date of this local law and shall conclude 2 years after the commencement of such program. 
c. Report. No later than 1 year after the conclusion of this program, the commissioner shall submit to the mayor and speaker of the council a report that contains recommendations on whether to expand or make such program permanent. Such report shall also identify any challenges and issues presented by the program.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and expires and is deemed repealed upon final submission of the report required by subdivision c. Upon such submission, the mayor shall notify the corporation counsel for the purpose of effectuating section 7-111 of the administrative code of the city of New York. Any failure to provide the notification described in this section shall not affect the effective date of any provision of this local law.
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Int. No. 1233
 
By Council Members Bottcher, Krishnan, Ossé, Brannan, Hanif and Brooks-Powers
 
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the planting of vegetation on new medians separating bicycle lanes from motorized vehicle traffic
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.8 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.8 Vegetation on new medians separating bicycle lanes from motorized vehicle traffic. a. When designing a new median that separates a bicycle lane from motorized vehicle traffic, the commissioner, in collaboration with the commissioner of parks and recreation, shall determine the number of trees that can feasibly be planted on such median and the feasibility of planting other vegetation on such median. In making such determination, such commissioners shall prioritize the planting of trees and shall consider public safety, the suitability of the median for the growth of trees and other vegetation, the potential impact on underground infrastructure, and other factors deemed appropriate by such commissioners.
b. The commissioner shall build such median to accommodate the planting of trees and other vegetation in accordance with the determination made pursuant to subdivision a of this section, unless such determination indicates that the planting of trees or other vegetation on such median is infeasible.
c. Pursuant to any applicable requirements and prohibitions set forth in section 18-106 and in accordance with the determination made pursuant to subdivision a of this section, the commissioner of parks and recreation shall plant or permit to be planted trees on such median. The commissioner of parks and recreation shall also plant or permit to be planted other vegetation on such median in accordance with such determination.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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