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THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE DIVISION

MARY MASTROPAOLO, DIRECTOR

COMMITTEE ON PARKS, RECREATION, CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND

INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS

Council Member Wendell Foster, Chair

INT. NO. 981

By: The Speaker (Council Member 



Vallone) and Council Members, Dear, Michels and Boyland (in conjunction with the Mayor); also Council Members Eisland, Fisher, Foster, Koslowitz, O’Donovan, Sabini, Wooten, Abel and Golden.

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Father Mychal F. Judge Street, Borough of Manhattan.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Father Mychal F. Judge Street” on 31st Street between 6th Avenue and 7th Avenue

COMMENT:

The following biographical material was provided by The Franciscan, Holy Name Providence OFM of New York City. 

Father Mychal F. Judge was born in Brooklyn, New York, on May 11, 1933, the son of two Irish immigrants. As a young boy, he watched his father die after a long illness. To help his mother and two sisters make ends meet, he shined shoes in Manhattan, ran errands and did odd jobs, before being called to his Franciscan vocation at age 16. He then entered St. Joseph’s Seraphic Seminary in Callicoon, New York, and graduated in 1954.


Father Judge was received into the Franciscan Order on August 12, 1954 and the following year, on August 13, professed his first vows of poverty, chastity and obedience as stated in the Rule of Life of St. Francis of Assisi. He professed final vows on August 20, 1958. He was ordained to the priesthood on February 25, 1961 at the Franciscan Monastery – Mt. St. Sepulchre, Washington, D.C. He spent a year of pastoral formation at St. Anthony Shrine, Boston, Massachusetts, before his first assignment from 1962 – 66, as an assistant at St. Joseph’s Church, East Rutherford, New Jersey. He also served as an assistant at Sacred Heart Church, Rochelle Park, New Jersey from 1967 – 69. In 1969 he came to St. Francis of Assisi Church in New York City, as director of the Secular Franciscans for Holy Name Providence.


In 1970, Father Judge returned St. Joseph’s Church, East Rutherford, New Jersey as coordinator of the parochial team ministry of Franciscan friars. After six years, he was appointed in 1976 as assistant to the president at Siena College in Loudonville, New York, serving until 1979. He then became pastor of St. Joseph’s Church in West Milford, New Jersey. In 1985, he undertook a one-year theological sabbatical at the Franciscan house of studies in Canterbury, England.


Upon returning in the summer of 1986, Father Judge was appointed an associate pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Church, New York City. At the friary there, finding many “Michaels” on the staff, he decided to change the spelling of his name to Mychal. Only a few days after arriving at St. Francis, he responded to a call to celebrate Mass in the hospital room of New York police officer Steven McDonald, who had been critically wounded during an investigation of a youth in Central Park. Father Mychal and the McDonald family soon became devoted friends. Among their good-will travels, Father Mychal accompanied Detective McDonald on visits to Northern Ireland in 1998, 1999 and 2000 to encourage reconciliation.


When TWA Flight 800 exploded shortly after takeoff from New York in July 1996 and fell into the Atlantic off Long Island, Father Mychal helped counsel the families and friends of the victims every day for three weeks and worked to arrange a permanent memorial at the site. He has since returned every summer to offer a memorial service and comfort the families. In 1992, upon the death of Fr. Julian Deeken, OFM, a Franciscan friar who was a Catholic chaplain for the New York City Fire Department, Father Mychal accepted an invitation to serve temporarily in his place. Fr. Mychal was himself named chaplain officially in 1994 to serve the boroughs of Manhattan, The Bronx, and Staten Island. Over the succeeding years, Father Mychal won the hearts of the firefighters  and their families by his charismatic Irish personality and warm Franciscan outreach to them in all their needs – baptisms, weddings, funerals, hospital visits – wherever and whenever he was sought. He was also active in a broad diverse ministry to various groups throughout the Metropolitan area.

Father Mychal F. Judge , OFM, chaplain of the New York City Fire Department, died on Tuesday, September 11 in a hail of falling debris near the World Trade Center as he administered last rites to other victims. He became the first officially recorded fatality following the attack. Father Mychal was 68. More than 2,800 people attended the Mass of Christian Burial for him on Saturday September 15, 2001 at St. Francis of Assisi Church in Manhattan. Father Mychal was buried at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Totowa, New Jersey. He is survived by two sisters, Erin McTernan and Dymphna Jessich, both of Berlin, Maryland.

In recognition of  Father Mychal F. Judge’s many years of devoted service to his church, the New York City Fire Department, and the people of the City of New York it is fitting that 31st Street, between 6th Avenue and 7th Avenue, the site of the St. Francis of Assisi Church where he served, be named “Father Mychal F. Judge Street” in his honor.


This law shall take effect immediately.

UPDATE:
On November 9, 2001 Int. No. 981 was adopted by the Committee on Parks, Recreation, Cultural Affairs and International  Intergroup Relations by a vote of 7:0:0.
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