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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order. Will the members of the Committee please take

          5  their seats.

          6                 We have on our agenda today the

          7  appointment of the City Clerk of the City of New

          8  York.

          9                 The Office and duties of the City

         10  Clerk, the Clerk of the Council, as set forth in

         11  Section 48, Chapter 2 of the City Charter. The

         12  Council shall appoint the clerk who shall hold this

         13  office for six years. The City Clerk may be removed

         14  on charges on a two-thirds vote of the Council

         15  members. Such a decision shall be subject to

         16  judicial review. The salary of the City clerk is

         17  $147,345.

         18                 The City Clerk is responsible for

         19  maintaining a record of proceedings of the Council,

         20  as well as having charge of all papers and documents

         21  of the City, except those otherwise specifically

         22  committed to other agencies or departments.

         23                 The City Clerk maintains a record on

         24  the local laws of the City, the street franchise

         25  book, the filing under public disclosure law,
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          2  marriage records, domestic partnership records,

          3  lobbyists law and Commissioner of Deeds.

          4                 The Clerk and his deputies are

          5  similarly vested with the authority to perform the

          6  requisite ceremonies for marriage and administer the

          7  examination for appointment to the position of

          8  Commissioner of Deeds.

          9                 Victor L. Robles, the nominee of the

         10  Council, appearing before this Committee, is being

         11  recommended for appointment by the Council to serve

         12  the term which will expire on May the 12th, 2006.

         13                 Okay, Mr. Robles, candidate, would

         14  you like to make a statement as to why you are

         15  seeking this particular position?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Well, Mr.

         17  Chairman, my colleagues, first I want to thank you

         18  and thank the Committee members and especially

         19  Speaker Vallone for once again placing his trust and

         20  confidence in the work that I attempted to do while

         21  I've been here for 17 years in the council, and it's

         22  a privilege and an honor and I look forward to this

         23  Committee and the Council voting and appointing me

         24  the clerk and the clerk of the Council and for that

         25  I am humbled and thank you, especially, to you, Mr.
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          2  Speaker, truly you are the wind beneath my wings.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I'm sure you're

          4  familiar with all the responsibilities of the City

          5  Clerk, having served in an administrative capacity

          6  with the City Council yourself, and if there are any

          7  questions by the members of the Committee, I think

          8  we all appreciate the great job that Victor has done

          9  as a Deputy Whip and also as Chair of the Health

         10  Committee and Chair of the Youth Services, and I

         11  always admired his tenacity and his willingness to

         12  stand up to authority at great risk to himself

         13  personally, in order to champion causes that were

         14  right.

         15                 So, I'm very enthusiastic about this

         16  appointment and I compliment the Speaker for

         17  recommending the candidate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Chairman.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I just want the

         22  record to indicate that of all of the committee

         23  appointments I've been privileged to be part of for

         24  27 years here in the City Council, this perhaps

         25  would be the most satisfactory, since the service
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          2  that Victor has rendered to this City Council I

          3  think is indicative of the quality of the Council

          4  members who have served this great building of ours

          5  for the last two decades at least, and transformed

          6  the City Council from what once was referred to as a

          7  powerless body to a body which most will agree now

          8  has been a very important part of the growth of this

          9  City, and will be an even more important part of the

         10  rebuilding of the structure of this City as we take

         11  ourselves out from the greatest mass murder in the

         12  history of the world in one day, the act of

         13  terrorism that was inflicted upon this great City at

         14  the Twin Towers.

         15                 So that as far as I'm concerned,

         16  Victor remains the heart, the soul and the spirit of

         17  all of us Council members who have served to

         18  transform this body, not only into an equal partner,

         19  but into the most representative legislative body in

         20  the land. So it's very pleasing to be part of this

         21  process.

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Hearing no other

         23  Council members willing to say anything, I'll call

         24  for a roll call.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: We're willing
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          2  to say things, we just didn't have any questions.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Oh, okay. You'll

          4  say it on your roll, all right?

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Right.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Povman.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Enthusiastically

          9  aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Spigner.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         12  Mr. Chairman.

         13                 I wish Council Member Robles well in

         14  his new position which he will assume at the

         15  conclusion of today's meeting. I have no doubt that

         16  he will carry the same energy and enthusiasm and

         17  single-minded objectivity, which has served him and

         18  his district well to his new job. And, so, again, I

         19  congratulate you, Victor, and I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Berman.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: I made

         22  comments at the Finance Committee about my friend

         23  Victor Robles. I will reserve additional comments

         24  when we vote on the floor, pending that I

         25  enthusiastically and warmly vote aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER:

          4  Enthusiastically aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Michels.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: May I be

          7  excused to explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          9  Michels.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Chairman,

         11  I have been privileged to serve with Victor Robles

         12  in the Council since 1985, of course I was here

         13  before. I've watched him very carefully after he

         14  came from the Assembly and I think he's been one of

         15  the most effective Council members we've ever had.

         16  Plus the fact I've been privileged to have him as a

         17  member of my Committee on Environmental Protection,

         18  and my only regret of his going on to be the City

         19  Clerk is he will no longer be one of the most

         20  productive and imaginative and acquiring member of

         21  my Committee. I hope we can replace him with

         22  somebody that is half as adequate as he is, even for

         23  the limited period of time we have.

         24                 Victor is a person of great

         25  integrity, great honesty and really who doesn't take
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          2  anything for granted. I just hope he continues to

          3  question everything and do what he should be doing

          4  to make sure that even though he may not be a

          5  legislator, but he's still in a position to make

          6  sure that there is leadership where he is and I

          7  appreciate it and I vote aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Eisland.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: May I be

         10  excused to explain my vote?

         11                 I want to say congratulations to you,

         12  Victor, particularly in your past role as head of

         13  the Health Committee, your devotion to the public

         14  health system in this City was I think exemplary,

         15  not only from an overall point of view but down to

         16  the minutest detail in various Council Members'

         17  districts concerning supports for the public health

         18  care system, particularly for public health

         19  hospitals in the City, and I will say that

         20  particularly in the Borough of the Bronx, and you

         21  always had the information sometimes I think long

         22  before the actual agency did. So, I thank you for

         23  alerting me at times of crisis fair well enough in

         24  advance, and again I congratulate you and I vote

         25  aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: May I be

          4  excused, Chairman?

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          6  O'Donovan.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: I'm

          8  delighted to sit here with my good friend Victor

          9  Robles. He's diligent, honest, sincere, comes to

         10  Staten Island when need be, when I asked him to come

         11  on our problems, specifically for Staten Island

         12  garbage dump, health-related issues, as well as just

         13  being there, comforting soul, someone who gives a

         14  comforting voice to the Council. Very diligent. Any

         15  time I was late or absent, he always marked me down.

         16                 But besides that, I just think he

         17  will jump into this job, like he's always done, and

         18  do it to the best of his abilities, which means that

         19  will be outstanding.

         20                 So, I'm very happy and honored and

         21  delighted to vote aye for my friend Victor Robles.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Wooten.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Mr. Chair, may

         24  I be excused to explain my vote?

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, Council
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          2  Member Wooten.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I'm most

          4  pleased to congratulate a Brooklynite, Victor

          5  Robles, and a friend. I know Victor to be the kind

          6  of God-fearing and honest person that he is. I also

          7  have gotten to know all the different little ways

          8  that he has, and some are beautiful and some are not

          9  so beautiful, but both of them are okay.

         10                 So, Victor, in your endeavor, I wish

         11  you well. I know that the City of New York will

         12  benefit from the kind of experience that you bring

         13  to the public, and I am pleased as your friend to

         14  vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Ognibene.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Thank you.

         17                 Mr. Chairman, may I be excused to

         18  explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         20  Ognibene.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: It's much

         22  too serious for me to say what I really know about

         23  you, Victor, but I will say this, he shows his good

         24  sense because he's the one Council member that

         25  actually spends more time in my district than I do,
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          2  and I'm very pleased to see that he'll be there.

          3  It's an important job, a job that requires I think a

          4  great deal of leadership and you have the respect of

          5  everybody certainly in this Council and throughout

          6  the City and I'm so pleased to see you remain in

          7  City government because we need good people like

          8  yourself in City government. I vote aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker, Mr. Vallone.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of ten in

         12  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         13  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         14                 Please sign the reports.

         15                 (Hearing concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 12th day of October 2001.
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