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Int. No. 882
By Council Members Rosenthal, Torres, Eugene, Koo, Koslowitz, Cabrera, Chin, Van Bramer, Crowley, Levin, Reynoso, Palma, Deutsch, Dromm, Menchaca and Cohen
..Title

A Local Law amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that all public meetings and hearings be held in facilities equipped with assistive listening systems, where possible in the form of induction loop assistive listening systems, and requiring an annual report relating to assistive listening systems.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1.  Title 23 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 8 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 8

ASSISTIVE LISTENING SYSTEMS


§ 23-801 Assistive listening systems for public meetings. By January 1, 2020, every meeting or hearing held by any community board or any entity subject to paragraph d of section 1063 of the charter, which meeting or hearing is required to be open to the public pursuant to any federal, state or local law shall be held in facilities equipped with a permanently installed induction loop assistive listening system. 


§ 23-802 Waivers. a. Application. Any community board or other entity subject to section 23-801 may apply to the mayor’s office for people with disabilities or such other office or agency as the mayor may designate for a waiver of the requirements in section 23-801 for any meeting or hearing. 


b. Standards. No such waiver shall be granted unless the applicant demonstrates that: 


1. compliance with section 23-801 is impossible or would subject the applicant to extreme hardship; and 


2. a comparable alternative assistive listening system will be available at the meeting or hearing. 

§ 23-803 Accountability. a. Report required. On or before August 1, 2016, and annually thereafter, such office or agency as the mayor may designate, in cooperation with other relevant agencies and interested members of the public, shall deliver a report to the mayor, the council of the city of New York, and each community board. That report shall include for the prior calendar year:  


1. The number and percentage of public meetings and hearings of city agencies at which assistive listening technology was available, which data shall be broken down by agency and type of assistive listening technology; 


2. The number of waivers applied for pursuant to section 23-802, the number of such waivers granted, and the grounds for each grant; 


3. The number and location of public and private facilities, not including private residences, in each community district at which an assistive listening system in the form of a permanent or temporary induction hearing loop is available and, if such system is available in a portion of such facility, which portion;


4. The number and identity of facilities built or renovated by or on behalf of any city agency at which a permanently installed induction loop assistive listening system:


(a) was installed; and 


(b) was not installed, and for each such building or facility the reason no such system was installed, including whether any alternative assistive listening system was installed and whether any such alternative system was permanent or temporary; 


5. Information regarding new or additional types of assistive listening systems and whether they are reasonable alternatives to induction hearing loops. 


6.  A current estimated total and yearly cost for full compliance with this chapter. 

b. Sources of information. The report called for in subdivision a shall include information reasonably available from the relevant agencies, community outreach and other publicly available sources of information.


§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. The commissioner of the mayor’s office for people with disabilities or such other officer as the mayor may designate may promulgate rules or take other actions for the implementation of this local law.
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