                                                            1

          1

          2  CITY COUNCIL

          3

             CITY OF NEW YORK

          4

             -------------------------------x

          5

             THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MINUTES

          6

                      of the

          7

             STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          8

             -------------------------------x

          9

         10

                            December 7, 1999

         11                 Start:  1:30 p.m.

                            Recess: 3:11 p.m.

         12

                            City Hall

         13                 Council Chambers

                            New York, New York

         14

         15       B E F O R E:

         16           MARK GREEN

                              Public Advocate

         17

         18           COUNCIL MEMBERS:  Michael Abel

                                        Herbert Berman

         19                             Una Clarke

                                        Lucy Cruz

         20                             Noach Dear

                                        Stephen DiBrienza

         21

         22

         23

         24

                       LEGAL-EASE COURT REPORTING SERVICES, INC.

         25                   217 Broadway -  Suite 511

                              New York, New York 10007

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            2

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                   COUNCIL MEMBERS: June Eisland

          4                         Ronnie Eldridge

                                    Kenneth Fisher

          5                         Wendell Foster

                                    Kathryn Freed

          6                         Julia Harrison

                                    Lloyd Henry

          7                         Karen Koslowitz

                                    Howard Lasher

          8                         Sheldon Leffler

                                    Guillermo Linares

          9                         Helen Marshall

                                    Martin Malave-Dilan

         10                         Walter McCaffrey

                                    Stanley Michels

         11                         A. Gifford Miller

                                    Eva Moskowitz

         12                         Thomas Ognibene

                                    Jerome O'Donovan

         13                         Mary Pinkett

                                    Morton Povman

         14                         Jose Rivera

                                    Victor Robles

         15                         Annette Robinson

                                    Archie Spigner

         16                         John Sabini

                                    Alphonse Stabile

         17                         Lawrence Warden

                                    Juanita Watkins

         18                         Thomas White

                                    Priscilla Wooten

         19                         Tracy Boyland

                                    Martin Golden

         20                         Stephen Fiala

                                    Adolpho Carrion

         21                         Madeline Provenzano

                                    Philip Reed

         22                         Pedro Espada

                                    Margarita Lopez

         23                         Bill Perkins

                                    Angel Rodriguez

         24                         Christine Quinn

                                    Michael Nelson

         25                         James Oddo

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            3

          1

          2  A P P E A R A N C E S (CONTINUED)

          3

                         STAFF:       Carlos Cuevas,

          4                           City Clerk

          5                           Stephen Stark,

                                      Council Clerk

          6

                                      Claude Cherry,

          7                           Council Clerk

          8

          9

         10

         11

         12

         13

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            4

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Will

          3  the members please take their seats.  This meeting

          4  is now called to order.

          5                 Mr. Clerk, can we have a roll call?

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Abel.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Berman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Boyland.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Carrion.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Clarke.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Cruz.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CRUZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dear.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: DiBrienza.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER DiBRIENZA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Dilan.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eisland.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Eldridge.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ELDRIDGE: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fiala.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Present.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Fisher.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Foster.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Freed.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Harrison.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Henry.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Koslowitz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lasher.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Leffler.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Linares.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Marshall.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: McCaffrey.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Michels.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Miller.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Moskowitz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Nelson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO:  Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Perkins.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Pinkett.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Povman.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Provenzano.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Quinn.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Reed.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robinson.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Robles.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Rodriguez.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Sabini.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Spigner.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Stabile.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Warden.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Watkins.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: White.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Wooten.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Ognibene.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: Speaker Mr.

         11  Vallone.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Here.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: A quorum is

         14  counted and present.

         15                 Before turning to the ceremonial

         16  activities, and before starting the Stated Meeting,

         17  not seeing Rabbi Jonathan Glass, I am calling on, as

         18  always, our Council colleague, Reverend Wendell

         19  Foster, to give the invocation.

         20                 At this time would everybody please

         21  stand.

         22                 Reverend Foster.

         23                 REVEREND FOSTER:  Let us pray. For

         24  this day, for this place, for this hour, for this

         25  time in our lives we praise Thy name.
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          2                 We come together as legislators, we

          3  come together as friends and colleagues, here to do

          4  Thy will, to serve Thy people, to be of help to

          5  those who need our help.

          6                 Bless now the proceedings of this

          7  meeting, and bless us especially in this holy

          8  season, that we may reach out and reach down and

          9  have those less fortunate than ourselves. This is

         10  our prayer. Amen.

         11                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Amen.

         12                 Thank you for your dual duty, Council

         13  Member Foster.

         14                 Please be seated. Mr. Speaker, would

         15  you like to put the rules in suspension?

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes. I ask at this

         17  time if we can suspend the rules for just a few

         18  moments because we have some very, very special

         19  guests with us today, Mr. Public Advocate.

         20                 And to introduce our first guest, a

         21  genuine hero of our City, and a person who inspires

         22  confidence in all of us, and let's us know what real

         23  faith and hope mean at this special time of the

         24  year.

         25                 I am going to call upon Victor Robles
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          2  to make some comments.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Speaker, and my colleagues. Many years back I

          5  remember reading a book by President John Fitzgerald

          6  Kennedy entitled Profile in Courage.

          7                 I am again reminded of that title

          8  today when I see Edgar Rivera before us. This past

          9  Thursday, Mr. Speaker and my colleagues, the Health

         10  Committee, of which I am proud to be the Chair, held

         11  an oversight hearing on Kendra's Law, a State Law

         12  that affects the mentally ill.

         13                 Kendra's Law came into being in part

         14  because of tragic accidents, such as the one that

         15  seriously injured Edgar. Edgar testified at our

         16  hearing and I was humbled. I was humbled because

         17  here is a man who lost his legs and had his life

         18  turned into turmoil at the hands of a mentally ill

         19  person, and he was asking us for more funding for

         20  the mentally ill.

         21                 I was humbled because at a hearing

         22  that was about the cost of the program, Edgar came

         23  to put a human face to the equation, a human

         24  perspective to the hearing. I was humbled because

         25  Edgar showed no hatred to the man who pushed him, he
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          2  only had compassion.

          3                 Edgar Rivera is an example for his

          4  children, his wife, his family and all New Yorkers.

          5  He is the best New Yorker, he is the best New York

          6  has. He is truly a"profile in courage".

          7                 Mr. Speaker, on your behalf and my

          8  colleagues, let me introduce to you Edgar Rivera.

          9                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Edgar, come up.

         10                 Edgar, on behalf of Victor, myself

         11  and all of my colleagues here in the Council, we

         12  want to present this proclamation to you and have it

         13  read into the record.

         14                 Mr. Clerk.

         15                 CITY CLERK CUEVAS: The Council, City

         16  of New York, Proclamation.

         17                 Whereas, the Council of the City of

         18  New York proudly honors Edgar Rivera, a brave and

         19  courageous New Yorker, who despite misfortune has

         20  been able to focus on appreciating the good in

         21  mankind and worked towards changing the world for

         22  the better.

         23                 And whereas, though Edgar Rivera

         24  became a reluctant face at the New York City

         25  newsstands after he was violently pushed to the
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          2  subway tracks by a mentally ill man, resulting in

          3  the loss of both of his legs, his story is one of

          4  hope and determination; and

          5                 Whereas; Edgar Rivera has repeatedly

          6  expressed his forgiveness towards his attacker who

          7  is mentally ill and has come out in support of

          8  better care for persons suffering from mental

          9  illness; and

         10                 Whereas; Edgar Rivera was a

         11  physically active man who loves sports and

         12  especially enjoyed bike riding with his children,

         13  but despite the fact that in his present condition

         14  he is unable to engage in activities critical to his

         15  livelihood and lifestyle, he has learned to accept

         16  his situation, and is working towards improving his

         17  condition; and

         18                 Whereas; Mr. Rivera's story and his

         19  determination to overcome his circumstances and to

         20  try to help others has been an inspiration to all

         21  New Yorkers and we are all rooting for him to reach

         22  all of his future goals; now,

         23                 Therefore, let it be known, that the

         24  Council of the City of New York honors Edgar Rivera,

         25  an extraordinary citizen of the City of New York.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Edgar, on behalf of

          3  all of my colleagues, you are living proof that

          4  there are people out there, either intentionally or

          5  unintentionally, will do whatever they can to hurt

          6  us physically, but there is no one on the face of

          7  the earth that can hurt you spiritually, and your

          8  spirit makes us all rise at a special time of the

          9  year to understand that there are many more

         10  important things, and you have your life and your

         11  story is an inspiration to all New Yorkers.

         12                 At this time, as you can see

         13  surrounded by all of our colleagues in City Hall,

         14  this is your opportunity to have a message for the

         15  people of the City if you would like.

         16                 MR. MARTINEZ: Thank you very much.

         17                 I can't help but feel open to the

         18  call of addressing the needs of people who are

         19  affected by a mental illness. These are obviously

         20  people who need specialized care and treatment, and

         21  it behooves us all to treat them as humans rather

         22  them put them all in one basket, it is just

         23  impossible. They are all individuals, just as we are

         24  all here individuals, so their needs are quite broad

         25  and great. And I am sure that you folks will do what
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          2  you can to make sure that these people receive the

          3  sort of treatment and benevolence and care that they

          4  are entitled to.

          5                 Thank you very much for this day.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Edgar. If

          7  there is ever a reason to do that, you can be sure.

          8  And you are surrounded by the people who can do that

          9  and you know we will.

         10                 Thank you, Edgar. God bless you, and

         11  thank you.

         12                 Thank you very much.

         13                 Okay, we have some other special

         14  dignitaries here that I would like to introduce to

         15  my colleagues. Representing the largest labor union

         16  in Italy, over 4 million members, from Sicily, is

         17  Paolo Metzio, the Secretary General of the largest

         18  Italian Labor Union, together with Ricardo Curitolo,

         19  representing Palermo, which is the largest City in

         20  Sicily.

         21                 So, I would ask Paolo and Ricardo to

         22  come up with their wives to be recognized. Come

         23  forward.

         24                 I have my translator here, Mario.

         25  Welcome to New York City. Would you like to say
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          2  anything to the City Council while you are here?

          3                 MR. METZIO: (Through the

          4  interpreter).

          5                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. Whatever

          6  that was, Mario will tell us.

          7                 MARIO: Well, he is very pleased to be

          8  in New York City meeting the City Council, and

          9  obviously Peter Vallone, who is Sicilian like they

         10  are, and they are very proud of you.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We have a couple

         12  more Italians in the audience. Alphonse Stabile, Tom

         13  Ognibene, who is the Republican Leader, and

         14  Sicilians. Any more Sicilians in the audience?

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 We have a group of pre-law students

         17  from Nazareth High School in Brooklyn. Council

         18  Member Lloyd Henry's district. They are here with

         19  their teacher, Steven Cantone.

         20                 Why don't you stand up and take a

         21  bow. Let's have the students stand up and take a

         22  bow. That is Scott Cantone's brother. And Mr. Public

         23  Advocate, I ask you to give them the privileges of

         24  the floor.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.
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          2                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

          3  And we may proceed with the agenda.

          4                 Thank you.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Speaker.

          7                 To spread the invocation in full upon

          8  the record, Council Member Freed. Not seeing her, in

          9  deference to our colleagues across the aisle,

         10  Council Member Minority Leader Ognibene, would you

         11  like to take this opportunity to spread the

         12  invocation in full upon the record?

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Mr. Public

         14  Advocate, I now move to spread the invocation in

         15  full upon the record.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Well done.

         17  Thank you, sir.

         18                 To adopt the minutes, Council Member

         19  Abel.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: I move that the

         21  minutes of the Stated Meeting of Wednesday, November

         22  10th, 1999, be adopted and printed.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         24  Are there any messages and papers from the Mayor?

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Communication

          3  from City, County and Borough Offices.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M677.

          5  Communication from the Taxi and Limousine

          6  Commissioner. Base station license, Tieton America,

          7  Inc.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M678.

         10  Communication from the Taxi and Limousine

         11  Commission. Base station renewal application, RPDW,

         12  Inc.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M679.

         15  Communication from Taxi and Limousine Commission,

         16  base station license, Laurelton Car Service.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Transportation. All

         18  the rest of the matters on the next page, 680

         19  through 687, are all referred to the Transportation

         20  Committee, they are all base stations.

         21                 On the next page, page three, all

         22  matters again are referred, for the base stations

         23  they are all referred to the Transportation

         24  Committee. And that continues on page four, five,

         25  six, seven, eight, nine and ten, all matters
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          2  referred to the Transportation Committee, which we

          3  expect that Transportation Committee to have

          4  thorough meetings on each one of these matters and

          5  report to the Council as quickly as possible.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Petitions and

          7  communications.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None, sir.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Land Use

         10  Call-Ups.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M749. By Council

         12  Member Robles, pursuant to rules of the Council and

         13  the Charter. ULURP C990038 PPK, shall be subject to

         14  Council Review.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call up

         16  vote.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: M750. By Council

         18  Member Spigner, pursuant to rules of the Council and

         19  the Charter, ULURP C990604 PPQ, shall be subject to

         20  Council review.

         21                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on a call-up

         22  vote.

         23                 At this time I would ask for a roll

         24  call on the Land Use matters, and I would ask you to

         25  start with Council Member Stabile, who in the
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          2  interest of good health of all of our colleagues, he

          3  feels he is coming down with the flu and doesn't

          4  want to give it to anyone else, he would like

          5  permission to be able to vote on this and every

          6  other matter on the calendar.

          7                 So, start with Council Member

          8  Stabile, please.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Any objection?

         10  Hearing none, Council Member Stabile.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CHERRY: Stabile.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STABILE: I would like

         13  to vote yes on all of the call-ups and yes on

         14  everything else on the agenda.

         15                 Thank you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Feel better.

         17                 Will the clerk please call the roll

         18  at this time.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Pass.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: Pass.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Yes.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Pass.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: May I ask for

         23  permission to vote out of order? I have a medical --

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Hearing no

         25  objection, so ordered.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Thank you. Aye

          3  on all.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: Yes.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

         12  excused to explain my vote?

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I just want

         15  to remind my colleagues in the Chamber of what

         16  happened with the tennis stadium in Flushing

         17  Meadows, which the Tennis Association built with

         18  their own money, and it has proven to be a great

         19  benefit to our City. I am voting aye on all general

         20  coupled orders, but I just want to remind you that

         21  it can be done another way and it was done another

         22  way. Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         24                 (No response.)

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: We are voting on

          4  Land Use Call-Ups only right now.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

          8  Vallone.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: For our

         10  pre-law guests from Nazareth High School in Brooklyn

         11  and from our colleagues, the vote is 44 to nothing,

         12  adopted and referred to the Committee on Land Use.

         13                 Mr. Speaker, do you have a

         14  communication?

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, I have some

         16  quick announcements, please.

         17                 First of all, I have a resolution on

         18  today's calendar which anyone who would like to join

         19  me, while we all are very delighted and happy about

         20  the peace progress that is going on in Ireland at

         21  this time, in this search for truth and justice we

         22  don't want to forget, and that is why I introduced

         23  the resolution, calling upon the United Nations to

         24  conduct an independent investigation into the

         25  deplorable murder of Irish Human Rights Attorney
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          2  Rosemary Nelson, and for an autonomous investigation

          3  into the murder of Irish attorney Patrick Finucane.

          4                 This resolution urges the United

          5  Nations to investigate the alleged systematic abuses

          6  towards Human Rights attorneys, conducted by the

          7  Royal Ulster Constabulary.

          8                 Today the City Council joins all

          9  concerned Irish Americans in pledging to do

         10  everything in our power to ensure that social

         11  justice is achieved in Northern Ireland.

         12                 A just and lasting peace can only be

         13  achieved when all citizens of Northern Ireland have

         14  confidences in their police force's ability to be

         15  impartial.

         16                 Rosemary and Patrick's commitment to

         17  human rights and peace of Northern Ireland cost them

         18  their lives. We every year introduce a resolution

         19  and pass it, since the passing of Patrick, and now

         20  we unfortunately are joining Rosemary.

         21                 We have to see that justice is

         22  achieved and those are involved are exposed and held

         23  responsible.

         24                 So, I am inviting all of my

         25  colleagues to join me in that resolution, which will
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          2  be on for immediate consideration later today.

          3                 In addition, we will be standing in

          4  memory of the firefighters who perished in the

          5  warehouse fire in Worchester, Massachusetts this

          6  Saturday. So, we will be adjourning this meeting in

          7  memory of Lieutenant Thomas Spencer, firefighter

          8  Paul Brotherton, firefighter Geramiah Lucci,

          9  firefighter Timothy Jackson, and firefighter James

         10  Lyons, III, and firefighter Joseph McCur, and all

         11  firefighters who lose their lives in an effort to

         12  save fellow human beings.

         13                 Also, on the Speaker's time, since we

         14  have a matter of Land Use that is of great concern,

         15  in not only this body, and not only to the people of

         16  Staten Island but to the people over the whole City,

         17  I call upon the Chair of our Land Use Committee,

         18  June Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you

         20  very much, Mr. Speaker.

         21                 We have a number of important Land

         22  Use issues that we are voting on today. The first of

         23  which is the Staten Island Stadium, which is

         24  generally agreed upon will be a redevelopment

         25  project that will anchor the gateway, so-to-speak of
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          2  Staten Island into the St. George area.

          3                 Various cost estimates have been put

          4  on this project, but we can't lose sight of certain

          5  things that would have to take place, even if we

          6  didn't have the stadium project. There has to be

          7  remediation because there are environmental problems

          8  there. So, even if we build housing or any other

          9  facility the remediation would have to take place.

         10  The deteriorated bulk heads would have to be

         11  repaired and the waterfront access would all be

         12  required if housing or anything else were

         13  constructed there.

         14                 Most importantly, the City Council

         15  got EDC to agree not to commence construction until

         16  an actual agreement with the Yankees is in place,

         17  and I can tell you, being a Bronxite, I consider

         18  that extraordinarily important.

         19                 To ensure the proper maintenance of

         20  the security for the esplanade and park, we have

         21  required that maintenance and security be done by a

         22  qualified company, and that does not mean the

         23  parking lot operator, it would have to be somebody

         24  with experience in that field.

         25                 Mr. Public Advocate, could we have
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          2  quiet, please.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would the

          4  Councilwoman's colleagues please be quiet.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Out of

          7  respect. Thank you.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Through the

          9  efforts of Council Member O'Donovan we have made

         10  sure that Staten Island commuters who park near the

         11  ferry terminal now won't be displaced and there

         12  won't be a race so-to-speak for parking there, and

         13  that the commuters will certainly be able to

         14  continue to be appropriately accommodated.

         15                 EDC has also agreed to better

         16  security and lighting in the parking lots. There

         17  will be a jitney service between the north lot and

         18  the ferry terminal, and an enhanced streetscape will

         19  be created in the Richmond Terrace.

         20                 The Council has gotten EDC to use its

         21  best efforts to increase the 20 event minimum to

         22  enable the general public to be able to use this

         23  facility, particularly Staten Islanders. That means

         24  that EDC had set a 20 number as the amount of

         25  activities that they would require. The Council
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          2  certainly requires more.

          3                 A traffic consultant also will be

          4  hired by EDC to study all of the current problems

          5  that we have there now and certainly the new parking

          6  issues, and I am sure on that note Council Member

          7  O'Donovan will have a lot more to say.

          8                 The other item that we are voting on

          9  is the Bronx new Criminal Court complex. This has

         10  been on the drawing board for almost as long as I

         11  have been active in politics and government, and for

         12  anybody who has been to the facilities in the Bronx,

         13  I don't think I have to say any more, that this

         14  facility is certainly sorely needed. This will be a

         15  state-of-the-art court facility. There will be 32

         16  new and much needed parks, and obviously the

         17  efficiency of the criminal justice system will be

         18  brought into the 21st Century.

         19                 There will be a creation of 500 new

         20  court-related jobs upon completion of the project,

         21  and obviously there will be hundreds of construction

         22  jobs that will come to the Bronx and to this project

         23  and there have been discussions about employment for

         24  people that live in that area and the Council has

         25  pledged to have ongoing oversight and discussions to
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          2  make sure that as many local people can be hired as

          3  possible.

          4                 There is also going to be a tighter

          5  traffic management plan for the 161st Street

          6  corridor, which is being done at approximately the

          7  same time as the court facility will be done.

          8                 We have already discussed entrance

          9  into the area into 162nd Street to try and split up

         10  some of the construction and stuff that will be

         11  going on in time, the streetscape will be paid

         12  attention to in that area, so that it will be

         13  consistent with the new construction going on at Lou

         14  Gherig Plaza, and the whole thing will be tied in so

         15  that there will be a continuity for the project.

         16                 There is a commitment to reduce or

         17  eliminate the double or triple parking that frankly

         18  is going on right now. With all of the community

         19  meetings that we had on this, besides projecting a

         20  possible problem in the future, there is a major

         21  attempt to try and eliminate the problem that we

         22  have.

         23                 There are at this time too many

         24  police placards and other kinds of court placards

         25  that have been given out. We have a promise from the
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          2  Administration that that will be better managed, and

          3  once the underground below level facility for

          4  parking is completed, the amount of actual official

          5  placard cards that are in the area will be reduced

          6  from the number that are there today.

          7                 The very proud moment for us is being

          8  able to get a new high school of law and justice

          9  adjacent to the court site. The discussions are

         10  still ongoing but there is commitment from the

         11  Administration to have a day care center north of

         12  the project. The original discussions were to have

         13  day care and commercial space in the court house but

         14  due to the catastrophe in Oklahoma, there are new

         15  regulations now prohibiting having facilities such

         16  as day care or commercial enterprises within the

         17  court facilities. However, the Council has worked

         18  very hard and gotten commitments from the

         19  Administration to help relocate the commercial

         20  establishments and the tenants that are in the area,

         21  and the effort will be to relocate them close to the

         22  area as possible. Again, the discussions were to

         23  have it in the court house, but obviously it makes

         24  perfect sense after Oklahoma City not to have that.

         25                 Putting this package together has
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          2  been a major priority of the Council. I am very

          3  proud that we will have this new Criminal Court

          4  complex in the Bronx, and I urge everybody to

          5  support it.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Council

          8  Member.

          9                 I will now call on Jay O'Donovan, in

         10  whose this district is located, and for the

         11  financial aspects of it, Council Member Berman.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Thank you, Mr.

         13  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate, my colleagues.

         14                 Listening to the debate over the

         15  issue of the minor league stadium in Staten Island,

         16  one would think that we are revisiting the original

         17  rehabilitation of the Yankee Stadium for a second

         18  time, and we are not.

         19                 Even though we are talking about

         20  large sums of money, I think it is very important

         21  for people, when considering their vote that you

         22  understand exactly what that 75, 71 to 72 million

         23  dollars is actually paying for.

         24                 Now, the actual construction is 24

         25  and a half million dollars, which is totally in
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          2  keeping with the cost for the type of stadium that

          3  is being built and would be pretty consistent with

          4  the stadium that will ultimately be approved and

          5  built in Brooklyn, another minor league stadium.

          6                 And by the way, when we were talking

          7  about the stadium that was just built in Newark, New

          8  Jersey, which was about $23 million for a similar

          9  team.

         10                 In addition to that, the construction

         11  of the parking lot, which should generate revenue

         12  also, will be $5 million. The waterfront esplanade

         13  will be six and three-quarter million dollars. The

         14  environmental clean-up, because there is an

         15  environmental problem in that area of Staten Island

         16  will be another million dollars. The landscape and

         17  the streetscape will be over $5 million. Site

         18  acquisition alone will be almost $13 million and

         19  then you have an assortment of other charges between

         20  the architects, the engineers, and contingency

         21  expenses of another $15 million, hopefully less.

         22                 So, it is not that every one of these

         23  dollars is going into the construction of the

         24  stadium.

         25                 I mean, the site acquisition alone is
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          2  an expense that approximates $13 million.

          3                 So, I ask you that you consider this,

          4  and I also ask that you understand that this is a

          5  major capital improvement for the Borough of Staten

          6  Island, the County of Richmond, that will be a

          7  permanent improvement, a permanent major improvement

          8  for that Borough, that section of Staten Island, and

          9  it will also result in a major economic benefit to

         10  the Borough of Staten Island and therefore for the

         11  City of New York.

         12                 Having said that, I ask you to

         13  consider these facts and not to be guided just by a

         14  total number of dollars that is being presented and

         15  being, people are being asked to assume that that is

         16  the total cost for construction, that is just not

         17  the case.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you very much.

         20                 Council Member O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Speaker.

         23                 My colleagues, I wanted to thank the

         24  Land Use Subcommittee with Walter McCaffrey, the

         25  full Committee with June Eisland for shepherding
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          2  this through.

          3                 As you know, as my colleagues have

          4  just said, EDC personnel had appeared before these

          5  committees many, many times during the course of

          6  this month, and during the course of the month the

          7  staff, the staff of the Land Use personnel and EDC

          8  combined together to come across with the 12 points

          9  that made this particular issue, this particular

         10  project more palatable to the people of Staten

         11  Island and myself, as well as the Council people

         12  that sit on these particular committees.

         13                 First of all, very briefly, my

         14  colleague, Councilwoman Eisland, and Councilman

         15  Berman addressed the Land Use aspects of it, as well

         16  as well as the financial aspects of it.

         17                 This particular project not only will

         18  be brand new in the hub of the transportation

         19  district of Staten Island, but you have right next

         20  to it a state-of-the-art brand new ferry terminal

         21  that the ground will be broken in the beginning of

         22  this new year.

         23                 Right next to that we have a brand

         24  new project called the national lighthouse museum

         25  that started last year with the City of New York and
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          2  the Borough President putting in a number of million

          3  dollars to get this project going.

          4                 And right next to that, my

          5  colleagues, is a new condominium co-op Bay Street

          6  Landing, that is going to expand and develop.

          7                 So, you have a stadium, you have a

          8  new ferry terminal, you have a new museum, you have

          9  a new co-op and condo complex, all in one section of

         10  Staten Island, which sorely needs to be renovated

         11  and developed.

         12                 So, this money is well worth the

         13  price, not just for the stadium but for the whole

         14  combined package with a great huge economic

         15  development piece, a lot of jobs, a lot of

         16  gentrification, and, incidently, a project that this

         17  Council looked at, the problems involved as Ms.

         18  Eisland had said, it makes it better for the

         19  commuter, it makes it better for the fans, and it

         20  makes it better for the community.

         21                 I urge a yes vote. Thank you very

         22  much.

         23                 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, Mr.

         25  O'Donovan. In the spirit of Hanukkah and Christmas
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          2  and in the bipartisan nature of this body, we have

          3  two other representatives from Staten Island,

          4  Council Member Oddo and Council Member Fiala.

          5                 Council Member.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA:  Thank you, Mr.

          7  Speaker.

          8                 I would just like to thank my

          9  colleagues for undertaking a process that they

         10  believed would result in a much better project.

         11                 I happen to think that some of the

         12  amenities that were secure during those negotiations

         13  would have arisen as the project evolved anyway. But

         14  I want to thank Chairman McCaffrey, Chairwoman

         15  Eisland, my colleague Jay O'Donovan, for making sure

         16  that this project is something that is acceptable to

         17  the people of Staten Island and to all of my

         18  colleagues.

         19                 I want to tip my hat to Chairman

         20  Berman for laying out some of the specifics.

         21                 You know, you will hear from some of

         22  our colleagues who would have you believe that this

         23  project is more a fiscal sacrifice bunt or an

         24  economic suicide squeeze in a home run.

         25                 I think Chairman Berman laid out the
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          2  facts. I, too, am dismayed about how much it costs

          3  to build in the City of New York, but understand

          4  that this project is more than a stadium. It is a

          5  wonderful esplanade, in an area that truly needs

          6  economic development.

          7                 Very often folks who take the Staten

          8  Island Ferry, take the ferry from Manhattan to

          9  Staten Island and simply turn around and get on the

         10  next boat back and go back to Manhattan.

         11                 There will be a time in the near

         12  future where those folks will stay on Staten Island,

         13  and attend the wonderful facilities that my

         14  colleague, Jay O'Donovan, spoke about.

         15                 I urge all of my colleagues for a yes

         16  vote on this issue.

         17                 Thank you.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Council Member

         19  Fiala.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you, Mr.

         21  Speaker.

         22                 Let me also join with my two Staten

         23  Island colleagues in commending the Land Use

         24  Committee for its vision and its vote yesterday, and

         25  I urge my colleagues to vote the same today.
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          2                 Chairwoman Eisland comments about St.

          3  George being the gateway to Staten Island, is right

          4  on the mark. St. George is the gateway, it always

          5  has been.

          6                 Sadly, it has fallen from grace over

          7  the last couple of decades, and this stadium will

          8  serve as one of the cornerstones toward that

          9  revitalization effort that has been long talked

         10  about.

         11                 I am glad that we are here today, I

         12  am glad we had a better product. We had a great

         13  product to begin with. Again, I commend the Land Use

         14  Committee, I commend the Chairman of the Economic

         15  Development Committee, my colleague Jay O'Donovan.

         16  We have a better product here.

         17                 I would be remiss if I didn't also

         18  thank two individuals that aren't here, that is the

         19  Borough President of Staten Island Guy Molinari and

         20  the Mayor of the City of New York. It was their

         21  vision and this is one of the components of that

         22  vision, and the Council, using its power to the

         23  maximum extent it can made, as I said, a great

         24  product even better, and we invite you to Staten

         25  Island in 2001, the Staten Island Yankees are going
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          2  to prove to be a real success story, they already

          3  are, but what we do here today is we begin the

          4  process toward revitalizing the gateway, and last

          5  time I looked we are still part of the City of New

          6  York, and a unanimous vote today by this body may

          7  keep us part of the City of New York for a couple of

          8  years to come. So, I urge you to vote yes, and I

          9  thank you in advance.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That concludes the

         11  Speaker's time, and anyone who wants to talk on any

         12  other matter may do so at this time.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you, Mr.

         14  Speaker.

         15                 At this time it will be the

         16  Discussion of General Order, where any member can

         17  speak up to two minutes.

         18                 Would anyone seek to be recognized at

         19  this time?

         20                 Council Member Spigner.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         22  Mr. Advocate, Speaker.

         23                 My colleagues, today I am speaking to

         24  you in support of Intro. No. 461-A, which is on

         25  today's general order calendar, and is also on your
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          2  desk.

          3                 Intro. No. 461-A extends the local

          4  law lifting the ban in Manhattan on the allowance of

          5  421-A real property tax benefits for the new

          6  construction of any multiple dwelling, except hotels

          7  in zoning districts where a base floor area ratio,

          8  that is an FAR, of 15 or more is permitted as of

          9  right.

         10                 In effect, this local law allows

         11  421-A benefits to be used on projects in areas such

         12  as midtown and lower Manhattan.

         13                 In essence, this law is a

         14  continuation of the present policy with regards to

         15  this matter.

         16                 In 1997, the City Council promulgated

         17  Local Law 1, extending the 421-A eligibility to

         18  these areas, in these areas to constructions that

         19  commence before October 1, 1999. The bill before us

         20  today further extends eligibility in these areas to

         21  construction that commences before October 1, 2003.

         22                 I urge you to vote in support of

         23  Intro. No. 461-A.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         25  Council Member Spigner.
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          2                 In order, Council Members Reed and

          3  Lopez.

          4                 Council Member Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I want to

          6  invite my colleagues to vote against this

          7  appropriation of dollars to produce this particular

          8  stadium in Staten Island.

          9                 The reason for that is, before these

         10  monies were appropriated in the budget, I indicated

         11  that I have a great concern about women at least not

         12  having the opportunity to have a space to exercise

         13  and to practice sports. I requested information at

         14  the time and I indicated that these monies that were

         15  going to be spent, in my opinion, if it did not

         16  include women's athletes, sports, discriminated

         17  against the women community, and that the City

         18  Council should not appropriate these dollars without

         19  looking into the question of including women in this

         20  particular item.

         21                 I did not receive a satisfactory item

         22  to that. To this day I am not aware that that issue

         23  was addressed, and to this day I am not aware that

         24  this particular expenditure is going to include

         25  space for women athletes in that particular
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          2  facility.

          3                 This is an issue that I think the

          4  City Council needs to look at it, otherwise I will

          5  support this proposal, otherwise I would think that

          6  it is a good idea to build this stadium in Staten

          7  Island.

          8                 The second item that I think is

          9  important to look at it is that the price on this

         10  particular project is very high, and I am very

         11  concerned about the not definite price attached to

         12  this.

         13                 When this was introduced to us in the

         14  beginning, it was told that it will cost 21 million,

         15  and now we are in the 70 million. We need to be very

         16  clear that when we are dealing with the taxpayer

         17  dollars, we need to put a stop, a very clear stop,

         18  saying how much money is it that we are really

         19  willing to approve for this.

         20                 Then due to those issues, I am asking

         21  my colleagues to vote no on this request.

         22                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Thank you,

         23  Council Member Lopez.

         24                 Council Member Fisher.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I will
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          2  withdraw my request, I will speak on the roll call.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Would any

          4  other Council Member seek to be recognized at this

          5  time?

          6                 Seeing no one, we will move on to

          7  Report of Special Committees.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: None.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Report of

         10  Standing Committees.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Report of the

         12  Committee on Finance.

         13                 Resolution 1071. Authorizing the

         14  filing of application for state assistance payments

         15  for municipal park projects.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 602 and

         18  companion resolution 1096. UDAAP 2005104 HAX, 1650

         19  Topping Avenue, Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 614 and

         22  companion resolution 1097.

         23                 Preconsidered private housing finance

         24  law, 463 West Street, Manhattan.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Reports of the

          3  Committee on Land Use. There is a typo here. It is

          4  LU 542, and companion resolution 1098. ULURP C98473

          5  ZXK, that is ZSX, Bronx.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: That should be

          7  98047325X. That is also corrected.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 531 and

          9  companion resolution 1099. Landmark Preservation

         10  Commission designation, 119 95th Street, Brooklyn.

         11                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 532 and

         13  companion resolution 1100. ULURP C2000012 ZSR,

         14  zoning permits, Staten Island.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 533 and

         17  companion resolution 1101. ULURP C200013 ZSR, public

         18  parking lot, Staten Island.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 534 and

         21  companion resolution 1102. ULURP C2000014 ZSR,

         22  zoning resolution, Staten Island.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 535 and

         25  companion resolution 1103. ULURP C2000016 ZSR,
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          2  zoning resolution, Staten Island.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 536 and

          5  companion resolution 1104. ULURP C2000017 ZMR,

          6  zoning map, Staten Island.

          7                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This, together with

          8  Resolution 538, 539, 540, 541, 543, on this page are

          9  all Land Use Review Procedures, I ask that they all

         10  be coupled at the same time.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 544, and

         12  companion resolution 1110. ULURP C980468 PPX, Bronx

         13  Criminal Court facility, Bronx.

         14                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 575 and

         16  companion resolution 1111, ULURP 2000018 PCR,

         17  Richmond Terrace, Staten Island.

         18                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 597. School

         20  Construction Authority, for school, Kings Borough

         21  High School, for the Science of Family College,

         22  Brooklyn.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Instead of a motion

         24  to disapprove, we are going to call upon the

         25  Committee Chair John Sabini to advise us.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.

          3  Speaker, Mr. Public Advocate.

          4                 Based on a letter we received this

          5  morning, Dr. Milo Riverso of the School Construction

          6  Authority, answering the concerns of the Land Use

          7  Committee and Council Member Nelson, I would like to

          8  move to recommit this and that that motion be voted

          9  on under general orders.

         10                 SPEAKER VALLONE: I so move to,

         11  without objection --

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Is there any

         13  objection on this motion to modify, recommit LU 597

         14  from disapproval to approval?

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: To recommit.

         16                 SPEAKER VALLONE: To recommit.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: To recommit.

         18                 Hearing none, so ordered.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you. That will

         20  be coupled on general order.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 598 and

         22  companion resolution 1112, zoning resolution,

         23  N990687 ZRR.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 599 and
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          2  companion resolution 1113, zoning resolution N980572

          3  ZRY, zoning.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 600 and

          6  Resolution 1114. ULURP C000020 PQQ, real property,

          7  Queens.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 601 and

         10  companion resolution 1115. ULURP C000021 PPQ, real

         11  property, Queens.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 602. UDAAP,

         14  20005104 HAX, 1605 Topping Avenue, Bronx.

         15                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Approved and

         16  referred to Finance pursuant to 6.50.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 604 and

         18  companion resolution 1116. UDAAP 20005106 HAX, 820

         19  East 170th Street, et al., Bronx.

         20                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 606 and

         22  companion resolution 1117, UDAAP 20005108 HAK, 228

         23  Vernon Avenue, Brooklyn.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 609 and
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          2  companion resolution 1118. UDAAP 20005111 HAK, 11

          3  Troutman Street, Brooklyn.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 610 and

          6  companion resolution 1119. Acquisition of office

          7  space, 808/810 East 16th Street, Brooklyn.

          8                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is a motion to

          9  disapprove.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 612 and

         11  companion resolution 1120. UDAAP 20005113 HAM, real

         12  property, Manhattan.

         13                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: General Order

         15  Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 461-A. An

         17  amended local law in relation to eligibility

         18  limitations on Section 421-A.

         19                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: LU 592, and

         21  companion resolution 1121. ULURP C980224 ZMM, zoning

         22  map, Manhattan.

         23                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Intro. 291-A. An

         25  amended local law in relation to family child care
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          2  services.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Laid over again.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK STARK: Resolution

          5  appointing various persons Commissioner of Deeds.

          6                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Coupled on general

          7  order.

          8                 Just before the roll call, I think we

          9  may have to make a technical correction to one of

         10  the -- one moment, please, Mr. Public Advocate.

         11                 Okay, we will proceed with the roll

         12  call. I ask you to call on Council Member Gifford

         13  Miller first, please, because he has an emergency

         14  that he has to attend to.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you, Mr.

         16  Speaker.

         17                 With my colleagues' permission, I

         18  would like to vote aye on all coupled general

         19  orders.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: No objections,

         21  so ordered.

         22                 Will the clerk please call the roll

         23  for the general order calendar.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MILLER: Thank you.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Abel.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER ABEL: Aye on all, with

          3  the exception of LU 610 and companion resolution

          4  1119, on which I abstain.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Yes.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Boyland.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BOYLAND: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Carrion.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Clarke.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dear.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEAR: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Dilan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MALAVE-DILAN: Yes on

         17  all.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Espada.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ESPADA: No on LU 539

         22  and reso 1106; no on LU 540 and reso 1107; no on LU

         23  541 and reso 1108; no on Land Use 543 and reso 1109;

         24  and no on LU 544 and reso 1110. Yes on all others.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fiala.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Fisher.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: If I can be

          5  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: So ordered.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: I vote aye on

          8  all of the coupled items, except the six related

          9  Land Use items and resolutions concerning the

         10  proposed minor league baseball stadium in Staten

         11  Island.

         12                 My colleagues, I don't live on Staten

         13  Island, but I have family who do, I am out there all

         14  the time, and I think that the borough has not

         15  received its fair share from the City of New York,

         16  but I don't think this is the way we make it up to

         17  them.

         18                 As far as I am concerned, there are

         19  three strikes against this project: Strike one is

         20  the $76 million cost that is triple the original

         21  estimate, double what comparable stadiums are built

         22  for in other cities. The Yankees pitch is high and

         23  outside.

         24                 Strike two is that the deal is so

         25  one-sided in favor of the Yankee organization,

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            53

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  particularly since the City is committing to the

          3  project without a firm and final deal from the

          4  Yankees, they have the better end of the bargaining,

          5  and we don't have even a commitment that they are

          6  going to stay in the stadium beyond three years.

          7                 They need to touch all the bases

          8  first.

          9                 The strike three is that we are

         10  conveying this huge benefit on the Yankee

         11  organization, without getting a binding commitment,

         12  that we are going to keep the major league Yankees

         13  in the Bronx where they belong.

         14                 If this project makes sense at all,

         15  it only makes sense as part of a double play.

         16                 As the Chair of the Youth Services

         17  Committee of the Council, I have talked with

         18  hundreds of young people on Staten Island, they have

         19  told me of their need for after school programs, for

         20  computers in the school, spending $76 million to

         21  create a short season limited purpose entertainment

         22  venue short changes these young people without

         23  creating much benefit for Staten Island generally,

         24  or the City of New York.

         25                 And I just want to add that I
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          2  understand that the site needs to be remediated, and

          3  I understand there are amenities that are included

          4  in this cost. But it seems to me that if we invested

          5  that money in Staten Island, that there are uses

          6  that would generate considerably more jobs that

          7  would be considerably more consistent with the

          8  museum and esplanade and housing.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GREEN: Certainly.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: In reference to

         14  the court house in the Bronx in my district, I am

         15  going to vote for it with mixed feelings because it

         16  is going to create a disastrous situation for the

         17  people who live there and who work there. Traveling

         18  on 161st Street is already like they say the Long

         19  Island Expressway at 5:00 in the afternoon.

         20                 There were certain concerns at my

         21  community that I insisted they insert in there and

         22  they have met those conditions. I promise that we

         23  will monitor it closely and the people of that area

         24  will not be sacrificed for the sake of just a

         25  courthouse.
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          2                 It is more involved than just a court

          3  house. There are several schools and facilities

          4  should be considered. I vote for it because there is

          5  a need, but I say, as I said to the Committee,

          6  Chairman Sabini, and I wish to thank him for what he

          7  did, but there are so many vacant places in the

          8  Bronx that they could have put this courthouse

          9  without infringing upon the rights of other people.

         10                 I vote for that one reluctantly, and

         11  Staten Island, the baseball field, where I wish them

         12  well in having baseball to play out there, field to

         13  pay out there, I must abstain from voting on that

         14  one.

         15                 Thank you very much. Aye on all

         16  others.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: If I may be

         19  excused to explain my vote?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Certainly Council Member Freed.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Thank you.

         23                 With regards to the Staten Island

         24  Stadium, I approached the matter, having read about

         25  all of the overruns and problems with this, prepared
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          2  to vote against it, however, I will have to say that

          3  I spoke to Council Member O'Donovan, as well as the

          4  other Council members from Staten Island, who

          5  generally feel that the economic package is very

          6  necessary. And although I have some reservations

          7  about it and I sincerely hope that we will continue

          8  to monitor this closely, and that if the cost

          9  overruns continue, that we can bring it back to look

         10  at it again, or put some kind of severe controls on

         11  this, at this time, however, I will vote for it and

         12  I vote aye on all coupled general orders.

         13                 Thank you.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Golden.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GOLDEN: Aye on all.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Harrison.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: With

         18  permission to speak, Mr. Public Advocate. Here I am.

         19  Harrison. I would like to speak, please.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Certainly, Council Member Harrison.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER HARRISON: I have

         23  similar feelings to what Council Member Freed just

         24  expressed. Having gone through the experience of

         25  seeing the USTA in the Flushing Meadow Corona Park
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          2  and having been exposed to the way in which that

          3  situation was adjusted, I have a very strong

          4  reluctance to enter into any agreement with a place

          5  where we have no contract, where we have no firm

          6  understanding, we have an agreement which is tenuous

          7  at most, I would assume.

          8                 The only contradicting information I

          9  have is that which I have heard on the floor from

         10  the representatives from Staten Island, and I have

         11  been to Staten Island and I know whereof they speak,

         12  and I am not in a position to make up my mind at

         13  this moment which way to go and so I abstain.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Henry.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER HENRY: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Koslowitz.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOSLOWITZ: Aye on all.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Leffler.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: Can I please

         23  be temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Certainly, Council Member Leffler.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: I am going to

          3  vote aye on all.

          4                 I just would like to make a few

          5  comments with respect to the Staten Island rezoning

          6  to permit the stadium.

          7                 I don't purport to be an expert in

          8  this area of Staten Island, but I am on the Zoning

          9  Subcommittee, and a few points I think should be

         10  made.

         11                 One is, there is a lot of comparison

         12  of apples and oranges here. The original estimate

         13  that the Subcommittee got for a little over $20

         14  million, was with respect to a different project

         15  than the project that is before us today. That was

         16  with respect to a stadium. There are many other

         17  features here which go into the entire project.

         18                 Secondly, with respect to the Yankees

         19  not being bound to this, construction will not go

         20  forward unless there is an agreement with the

         21  Yankees.

         22                 And more important, it seems to me

         23  that the long-term future of this project seems to

         24  me to be sufficiently advantageous to the Yankees,

         25  that I would think the Yankees will continue here.
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          2                 In fact, on the contrary, it seems to

          3  me that the Yankees are doing extremely well by this

          4  project, so much so that I would wish that a number

          5  of these matters, which are still yet to be

          6  resolved, get resolved in favor more of the public

          7  at large, New York City residents.

          8                 For example, the use of the stadium

          9  only being assured for 20 events a year, seems to me

         10  particularly low. You know, a baseball stadium is

         11  not going to be used most of the year, and even when

         12  it is used during that period from spring and

         13  summer, there are opportunities to use the stadium.

         14  So, this seems to me to be an area which is still

         15  under negotiation, which I think really behooves the

         16  Yankees to go much better than all we are assured of

         17  now.

         18                 You know, all of the financial terms

         19  here, the entire scope of the project, when you

         20  elect an executive in the City, it --

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Your

         22  time has expired.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LEFFLER: -- To some

         24  extent you are bound by the executives implementing

         25  the entire arrangement.
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          2                 This is essentially a rezoning which

          3  I think will make better use of this part of Staten

          4  Island, an area which needs to be redeveloped.

          5                 You have to think boldly for the

          6  future, this will be better than what there is now,

          7  it seems to me. Therefore, I have voted aye on it as

          8  well as all the others.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Continue the roll call.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Linares.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: May I be

         14  excused to explain my vote?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         16  Council Member Linares.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER LINARES: I just want

         18  to identify myself with the remarks made earlier by

         19  Council Member Freed, with regards to some of the

         20  concerns that I think come to light.

         21                 I just would like to highlight in

         22  addition that we need to look at this project in the

         23  context of the struggle that we have had in terms of

         24  trying to keep in New York City the Yankees, and to

         25  keep them not just in New York City, but to keep
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          2  them in the Bronx.

          3                 I believe very strongly that there is

          4  a context here where there needs to be a commitment

          5  with a franchise in order to safeguard the interest

          6  of all New Yorkers, in the interest that we have in

          7  keeping them in the Bronx where they belong.

          8                 I also feel very strongly that the

          9  point made earlier by Council Member Lopez, in terms

         10  of additional uses for this investment that we are

         11  now pushing forward needs to be considered with the

         12  input of the community, especially young people, and

         13  the education community which I believe needs to be

         14  enhanced every time we invest.

         15                 So, having said that, I would hope

         16  that we are vigilant, as a City Council, to make

         17  sure that as we approach the different stages of

         18  this project, we enhance the interest of New

         19  Yorkers, and in particular the borough where this is

         20  going to be. But, again, I think that we need to

         21  see, too, that we enhance the package that we

         22  currently have.

         23                 Having said that, I vote aye on all.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Continue the roll call.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lopez.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I am very sad

          4  to have to vote no on the one, two, three, four,

          5  five, six items, I don't want to repeat the numbers,

          6  that are related to the question of the stadium in

          7  Staten Island, for the two reasons that I mentioned

          8  before. The other items, I vote yes on it.

          9                 I am very hopeful that if these

         10  projects get approved, that they look into the

         11  matter of women athletes not being part of this

         12  project and not being given the opportunity to

         13  practice a sport in there. I think this is wrong,

         14  and I think that somebody needs to look into it. I

         15  raised this issue before, I am raising it again.

         16                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         17  Continue the roll call.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Marshall.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: May I be

         20  excused to explain my vote?

         21                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         22  Council Member Marshall.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: As I said

         24  before, this is a costly item, but I do think it

         25  will greatly enhance downtown Staten Island. It can
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          2  use some sprucing up and it will be nice. We have to

          3  look in the future, we need a good, strong,

          4  beautiful City, I vote aye.

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          6  Continue the roll call.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: McCaffrey.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Deputy

          9  Majority Leader, if I can be temporarily excused to

         10  explain my vote?

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Certainly, Council Member McCaffrey.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER McCAFFREY: Let me just

         14  say that I share the frustration of many of my

         15  colleagues on the Staten Island stadium issue, and

         16  that is an institutional frustration, because we do

         17  not have the authority, unlike the old Board of

         18  Estimate, to be involved in the business terms, and

         19  so simply being restricted to the Land Use aspect is

         20  a source of frustration.

         21                 Unlike the USTA, which I voted

         22  against because it failed on Land Use policies, as

         23  well as fiscal policies, this is a perfected, and I

         24  don't say perfect, but perfected, approach. The

         25  points that Council Member O'Donovan demanded and
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          2  was able to get in the process in terms of the

          3  traffic issues and his persistence there have paid

          4  off.

          5                 I think the issue in terms of the

          6  type of the number of venues and folks are a little

          7  bit perhaps confused when I talk about this being 20

          8  events, it is a minimum of 20 events, and the point

          9  is raised, and I wish, quite frankly, I did not have

         10  a conversation with my colleague, Council Member

         11  Lopez, I would have gladly raised, and I am sure

         12  that the agency would have agreed to raise the point

         13  in terms of the use of the facility for women

         14  athletes and I think that is an issue that should

         15  not be considered a final at this point, and I am

         16  sure that EDC will attempt to deal with that, but

         17  that had not been brought to the Committee, and

         18  therefore, that could have been something added as

         19  an additional point.

         20                 In the final analysis we have been

         21  able to see that the City of New York does not have

         22  the gun pointed to its own head and its own hand,

         23  loaded with its own bullets, by demanding that we

         24  have the agreement not to move forward on

         25  construction until such time as the negotiations are
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          2  completed with the Yankees.

          3                 Otherwise we would have been at a

          4  significant disadvantage and I think ultimately we

          5  would have found that the process would have been

          6  very, very difficult for this City to be able to

          7  negotiate with any sort of degree of leverage of

          8  degree whatsoever.

          9                 The type of amenities that are

         10  brought into this project obviously do inflate the

         11  number considerably, beyond the $25 million for the

         12  stadium facility and its contingency fees, which

         13  brings it up into the mid-thirties. But in the final

         14  analysis, it is going to be good for the people of

         15  the City of New York and good for the people of

         16  Staten Island, and I vote aye on this, and also the

         17  coupled general orders.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         19  Continue the roll call.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Pass.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Miller.

         23                 (No response.)

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Moskowitz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: If I may be
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          2  excused to make a comment, I would appreciate it.

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

          4  Council member.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MOSKOWITZ: Thank you.

          6                 I just wanted to make a comment about

          7  Land Use 592. I wanted to thank the Speaker and my

          8  colleagues. This is an issue very important to the

          9  East Side and I am very appreciative of all of the

         10  efforts on my community's behalf.

         11                 I wanted to vote yes on all the

         12  general orders, except Land Use 532, 533, 534, 535,

         13  536 and 538.

         14                 Thank you.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Continue the roll call.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: May I be

         21  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Certainly, Council Member Oddo.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: I will be voting

         25  aye on all coupled general orders, and I just want
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          2  to respond to the concerns of one of our colleagues.

          3                 Staten Island is the home to some of

          4  the best female high school teams in the City and in

          5  the State, and I assure my colleague that Council

          6  Member O'Donovan, Council Member Fiala, Borough

          7  President Molinari, and Mayor Giuliani will be sure

          8  that that stadium is used by those teams.

          9                 Thank you.

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         11  Continue the roll call.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Perkins.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I would like

         16  to be excused to explain my vote.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         18  Certainly.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER PERKINS: I want to

         20  join my colleague and sister Margarita Lopez in

         21  terms of her concerns about the opportunity for

         22  women to use the stadium. It is a matter that I know

         23  was brought up in the budget discussions last year

         24  loud and clear and forthright, and I would hope that

         25  my colleagues on Staten Island, particularly
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          2  O'Donovan, who I know has been playing a leadership

          3  role with regard to this project, I would hope that

          4  he would reconcile her concerns, and in the meantime

          5  I vote aye on all.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Continue the roll call.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER POVMAN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Provenzano.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Yes on

         12  all.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Quinn.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye on all.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Reed.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REED: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rivera.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: May I please

         19  be allowed to explain my vote?

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         21  Certainly, Council Member Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: As I vote --

         23  first of all, I want to vote yes on all the items,

         24  but when it comes to development in the Staten

         25  Island, the minor league stadium, as I vote I would
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          2  be voting yes thinking of the people of Staten

          3  Island.

          4                 I want to commend June Eisland, and

          5  Walter McCaffrey, and also the three members of our

          6  colleagues from Staten Island - O'Donovan, Fiala,

          7  and Oddo.

          8                 When we witnessed the building of the

          9  Verrazano Bridge, there were so many of us who

         10  thought that would contribute to the development of

         11  Staten Island. I don't think it did.

         12                 So, when I listen to Councilman Oddo

         13  who says that we use the ferry just to go and get, I

         14  would say a cheap ride to be able to see the Statue

         15  of Liberty, and then turn around and not really

         16  spend any time in the island, he happens to be

         17  right. How many of us travel, we use the Verrazano,

         18  never really stop by. I think it is a great day for

         19  not only Staten Island, but for the Bronx, which are

         20  two boroughs who have felt throughout so many years

         21  as the stepchild of the forgotten boroughs of the

         22  City.

         23                 I hope that anyone who hopes to be at

         24  the head of their, in the future administration of

         25  this City, will follow in the footsteps of this
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          2  Administration and I hope that happens to be our

          3  Speaker Peter Vallone, that he continues to invest

          4  in the other boroughs, other than Manhattan. Mainly

          5  Staten Island and the Bronx.

          6                 Thank you, sir.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robinson.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Mr. Deputy

          9  Speaker, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         10                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Yes,

         11  certainly Council Member Robinson.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBINSON: Certainly my

         13  colleagues, several of my colleagues have raised

         14  various issues regarding the building of the Staten

         15  Island Stadium, and I would like to add that I trust

         16  this stadium and its facilities will be accessible

         17  and equitable to all.

         18                 As it has been expressed by my

         19  colleagues and Council Member Fisher, in terms of

         20  what the youth have expressed to us in regards to

         21  not having equitable services, youth services

         22  distributed throughout the Staten Island community.

         23  So, I challenge my colleagues to make sure that it

         24  is accessible to all, and for all of the young

         25  people of Staten Island to be able to use the
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          2  stadium and its people.

          3                 And I will vote in the affirmative on

          4  this item and vote yes on all general coupled

          5  orders. Thank you.

          6                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          7  Continue the roll call.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Robles.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ROBLES: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Rodriguez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RODRIGUEZ: Aye on all.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Sabini.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Mr. Presiding

         14  Officer, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         16  Council Member Sabini.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you.

         18                 Let me first thank the Land Use staff

         19  and Council Member Foster for the cooperation and

         20  negotiations we had on the Bronx Court House.

         21                 With regard to the Staten Island

         22  Stadium issue, let me say that I come to this issue

         23  not with the green eye shade of an accountant, but

         24  rather the viser of a baseball fan and a baseball

         25  cap. I don't know how many businesses we would
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          2  build, $76 million in plant and equipment for, have

          3  that business agree to only stay a few years if they

          4  are not making a lot of money, and then turn the

          5  plant and equipment back over to us.

          6                 I don't know how many businesses we

          7  would do that for, but we tend to do that in sports

          8  for reasons I don't understand.

          9                 I know too much about what it is we

         10  are getting here. What we are getting in this

         11  facility is what is called short season A baseball,

         12  the New York penalty. It is not going to be the best

         13  players the Yankees sign. You will see one or two

         14  future major leaguers and that is it.

         15                 The other stadia in that league are

         16  in places like Geneva, New York, Batavia, New York,

         17  Onionka, New York, Pittsfield Massachusetts, what do

         18  you think the combined budgets of those cities are?

         19  Probably not what we are paying for this stadium.

         20                 Now, I understand, as a Land Use

         21  Chairman, I understand we are voting on a zoning

         22  issue today, but EDC is involved, and they do great

         23  things but we don't always get involved in what the

         24  final product is because they tend to keep things

         25  close to the vest.
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          2                 So, for example, a picnic area in the

          3  stadium, they tell us, well, maybe people will be

          4  allowed to bring their own food in, in a public

          5  facility.

          6                 Here we are in our Consumer Affairs

          7  Committee fighting about how people bring food into

          8  movies, we won't even be allowed to bring food into

          9  a public baseball stadium. It is absurd.

         10                 But what is most absurd is, we are

         11  going to now be negotiating a Brooklyn short season

         12  A park. Are we going to do less for Brooklyn? We

         13  have to negotiate for a new Mets Stadium, and a new

         14  Yankee Stadium. We are setting the bar up here.

         15                 It really is unfair for the taxpayer

         16  that we as Council Members, the majority of us won't

         17  be here, the Mayor won't be here, the Comptroller

         18  won't be here, and the people later on are going to

         19  be left to pay the bill.

         20                 Mr. Presiding officer, I just would

         21  like to close by saying just because baseball is

         22  played in a dime, it doesn't mean we have to buy

         23  them a jewel box.

         24                 Thank you.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Continue the roll call.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: How do you

          4  vote?

          5                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: How

          6  do you vote, Councilman Sabini?

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: I vote aye on

          8  all coupled general orders, with the exception of

          9  Land Use 532 through 538 and companion resolution

         10  1100 to 1106. No on those.

         11                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         12  Continue the roll call.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         14                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Warden.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WARDEN: Aye on all.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Watkins.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WATKINS: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Lasher.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER LASHER: I would like

         21  to be excused from voting at this time.

         22                 I just would like to make a couple of

         23  comments and then I will sit down and vote on the

         24  bill.

         25                 Mr. Speaker there has been a number
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          2  of times which we have been back and forth within

          3  our district, both our community board, who has done

          4  an excellent job in looking at it and taking a look,

          5  and a very close look, at what all of these stadiums

          6  are going to mean for us in Brooklyn, and probably

          7  also which have some dealings with the Staten Island

          8  proposal also.

          9                 I hope that in the near future that

         10  the same will carry over to Brooklyn, to have a

         11  stadium, and to be able to have and utilize, for all

         12  of the inhabitants of Brooklyn, a stadium that will

         13  be one of an excellent fight that will attract

         14  different teams to it, also, and that it not be lost

         15  also in the fight or what has happened up until now

         16  in the voting on it is that it, too, shall become

         17  something of a sports complex for all of the people

         18  in Brooklyn. And with this I vote aye on all.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: Thank

         21  you.

         22                 Continue the roll call.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Acting

         25  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to
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          2  explain my vote?

          3                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          4  Certainly.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You know, as

          6  a Council Member from Manhattan, I have in various

          7  times been aware, including today, in the charge

          8  that all of the money for recreation is spent in

          9  Manhattan. I must remind you that we in Manhattan

         10  did not want Yankee Stadium moved to Manhattan.

         11                 And we have also been very conscious

         12  and try to be very sensitive of the other boroughs

         13  and the needs of the other boroughs.

         14                 This Council and my Committee and

         15  myself have been devoted to the closing down of

         16  Freshkills. We have said that we want it closed down

         17  on time, we want it closed down expeditiously, and

         18  we wanted it closed and left in good shape to

         19  benefit Staten Island.

         20                 It is important that there be other

         21  facilities in the other boroughs. It is important

         22  that we be one City.

         23                 I say that after watching the five

         24  part to the series on the history of the City of New

         25  York. We are one City, one people, one group. So we

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            77

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  have to be careful and be understanding of the other

          3  boroughs.

          4                 This is enormous cost, but we do have

          5  a capital budget, and I am hopeful that when we

          6  visit this the courts can be maintained at a lower

          7  amount, or at least maintained to make sure there is

          8  a cost benefit here. And we have to understand that

          9  other boroughs have other needs.

         10                 So, I say to you that I am going to

         11  support this Staten Island venture; however, I am

         12  saying this to my friends from Staten Island, the

         13  people of Staten Island. In the past you have made

         14  all efforts to try to secede from this City. We are

         15  trying to do things to make sure we consider you

         16  part of this City.

         17                 I think there should be a clause in

         18  the contract, when it is signed. But any efforts

         19  made to secede from the City of New York, this

         20  stadium will revert to the City of New York and not

         21  go with that secession. Thank you. And I vote aye.

         22                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         23  Continue the roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: I vote aye
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          2  on all, and I would like to remind everybody that

          3  today, by the way, is Pearl Harbor Day, and many of

          4  is forget. And I notice that one of the things that

          5  had disturbed me over the years is that I notice

          6  that it has been removed from our calendars, both

          7  those published by the public calendars and private

          8  calendars, and I wish they would restore it, it is

          9  an important date. I didn't hear much about it in

         10  the newspapers today, but I am glad to see that the

         11  flags were at City Hall.

         12                 Aye on all.

         13                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         14  Continue the roll call.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         16  Vallone.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         18                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: All

         19  general order items on today's calendar are adopted

         20  by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, none in the

         21  negative and no abstentions, with the exception of

         22  Intro. 610, where we have 45 in the affirmative, no

         23  negative votes and one abstention; LU 532 to 538,

         24  inclusive, 39 affirmative votes, five negatives, two

         25  abstentions.
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          2                 Moving along on today's calendar, we

          3  now go to reading of bills.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Yes, I ask that all

          5  of the matters on the calendar be referred to the

          6  committees as indicated, with the exception of

          7  Resolution 1093, by myself and anyone else that

          8  wishes to join, urging the United Nations to

          9  initiate an independent investigation into the

         10  murder of civil rights attorney Rosemary Nelson,

         11  conduct an independent judicial inquiry into the

         12  murder of civil rights attorney Patrick Finucane and

         13  investigate the alleged systematic abuses,

         14  especially towards defense attorneys, conducted by

         15  the Royal Ulster Constabulary. I waive the reading

         16  and ask for immediate consideration.

         17                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: The

         18  prime sponsor, Speaker Vallone, waives the reading

         19  and requests immediate consideration of resolution

         20  1093.

         21                 All in favor?

         22                 Any objections? Hearing none, all in

         23  favor?

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

         25                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:
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          2  Opposed?

          3                 The resolution is adopted.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: At this time anyone

          5  can speak on any matter that they wish before we

          6  close.

          7                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          8  Council Member Marshall.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARSHALL: I just want

         10  to assure Councilman Ognibene that everyone did not

         11  forget about Pearl Harbor. It was a very important

         12  time in the history of this country. We felt war

         13  then, as we had never felt before, and unfortunately

         14  it wasn't the last of the wars.

         15                 But I am proud to have in my district

         16  a building of the housing development that was named

         17  after the first hero of World War II, his name was

         18  Dory Miller. He was a steward, which is a fancy

         19  term, or a Navy terminology, for a cook, and he was

         20  that because he was an African-American, and at that

         21  time they were not allowed to man the guns.

         22                 Well, his commander got shot, the

         23  gunner got shot, and Dory Miller went up and manned

         24  that gun and probably shot down the first Japanese

         25  plane to fly over -- well, he shot down the first
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          2  Japanese plane in Pearl Harbor. And it means a lot

          3  to me, I was a little girl and I remember when they

          4  announced the bombing of Pearl Harbor. I remember

          5  how frightened I became because I had been hearing

          6  about what had happened in Europe, and I monitored

          7  my mother and father. They were a little concerned,

          8  too, but all through my high school days we had to

          9  stop and have assemblies and pay tribute to brothers

         10  and uncles of my classmates who had gone down in

         11  war. America felt that war very seriously.

         12                 I am sorry that we did not also have

         13  that same kind of concern about the Vietnam and

         14  Korean War which were awful also. But everyone who

         15  served our country allowed us to continue to live in

         16  freedom, allowed us to enjoy our great country,

         17  deserves our respect and our attitude today.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         20  Council Member O'Donovan.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you,

         22  sir.

         23                 Ladies and gentlemen, with all of the

         24  discussion and talk about the Staten Island Stadium,

         25  there is one item that was passed today also on
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          2  Staten Island, LU 598 and I believe resolution 112;

          3  and that is the strengthening and the modifying of

          4  certain provisions of the special Hillside

          5  preservation district, which incidently the majority

          6  of which happens to be in my district.

          7                 This particular provision strengthens

          8  and makes it tougher and harder for developers to

          9  come in and wantonly tear down the Hillside District

         10  of Staten Island, the North Shore of Staten Island,

         11  which generally is parts of Todt Hill, Grants Hill,

         12  Emerson Hill, Ward Hill and West Brighton and New

         13  Brighton, as well as St. George. And what we have

         14  seen is developers wantonly come in without regard

         15  for what was in place now, developing above and

         16  beyond the rules and regulations.

         17                 Now we have made these provisions

         18  even stricter and tougher and harder so we have

         19  profit development on these particular districts.

         20  And I am happy, and I congratulate members of the

         21  Hillside Preservation Committee that I had formed to

         22  pass this, and I think it is a good, good day for

         23  Staten Island all around.

         24                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         25  Council Member Fisher.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Thank you very

          3  much, Mr. Acting -- Mr. Presiding Officer Pro-Tem.

          4                 In a week in which yet another person

          5  apparently has taken a gun to school, I wanted to

          6  call attention of my colleagues to the hearing that

          7  the Youth Services Committee held last week, in case

          8  you missed the hearing or the published reports

          9  afterwards. There is a very good chance we are not

         10  going to have a Summer Youth Employment Program this

         11  coming year.

         12                 Let me repeat that, for those of you

         13  who I know are active in recruiting young people

         14  from disadvantaged backgrounds, it looks like the

         15  Summer Youth Employment Program will be reduced by

         16  at least a third, possibly, or probably half, and

         17  may not be in existence at all.

         18                 Last year we provided jobs for

         19  between 40 and 45,000 young people. As a result of

         20  some misguided, unfunded mandates by the majority in

         21  Congress, together with some delays by the Governor

         22  and the State Legislature, compounding resistance on

         23  the City of New York to engaging in the process

         24  without further guidance from Albany and from

         25  Washington, we don't have a plan in place. It
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          2  doesn't look like we are going to have a plan in

          3  place, the boards that are necessary in order for us

          4  to access federal funds don't exist yet, and even if

          5  everything went perfectly from now until April 1st

          6  when the federal government has to approve our

          7  application, because of the way that the program is

          8  now being structured under federal law, it looks

          9  like we will lose somewhere around 17,000 positions.

         10                 So, I would encourage you, if you are

         11  interested in pursuing this on behalf of the young

         12  people in your district and Citywide, reach out to

         13  your state and federal legislators to see if we can

         14  get some relief from this problem.

         15                 If not, we are going to have to make

         16  some hard choices about whether we should substitute

         17  City tax levy dollars in the next budget in order to

         18  make up this shortfall.

         19                 If not, then we ought to be thinking

         20  about where the 17 to 40,000 young people are going

         21  to be this summer and what they are going to be

         22  doing.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member Carrion.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER CARRION: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Acting Public Advocate.

          3                 My colleagues, I want to bring your

          4  attention to resolution 1094, which calls upon the

          5  President to sign and the Congress to enact the

          6  treaty banning the manufacture and use of land

          7  mines, and I just want to share some facts with you

          8  and ask you to join me in sponsoring this

          9  resolution.

         10                 Every 22 minutes someone is maimed or

         11  killed by a land mine. Since the beginning of World

         12  War II, over 400 million land mines have been

         13  planted. Over 250,000 people today live with land

         14  mine injuries.

         15                 A million people have been killed or

         16  maimed by land mines since 1975. For every one

         17  soldier injured, nine civilians are injured. Most of

         18  those civilians are children.

         19                 Land mines recognize no cease fire

         20  agreements. In fact, land mines remain active for as

         21  long as 50 years, unfortunately the majority of

         22  accidents happen after war is over.

         23                 Land mines are a cheap weapon, they

         24  cost about $2 to produce, however it is extremely

         25  expensive to remove such sensitive material from the
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          2  ground.

          3                 By current estimates it would cost at

          4  least $33 billion and take at least 1,000 years to

          5  remove all of the world's land mines if we don't

          6  act.

          7                 This resolution calls for an

          8  international ban on the use, production,

          9  stockpiling and sale, transfer or export of

         10  anti-personnel land mines, the signing,

         11  ratification, implementation and monitoring of the

         12  mine ban treaty, increased resources for

         13  humanitarian demining and mine awareness programs,

         14  increased resources for land mines victims,

         15  rehabilitation and assistance. I ask you to join me

         16  in this, and for those of you who have heard the

         17  arguments, President Clinton's refusal to sign this

         18  is because of the border between North Korea and

         19  South Korea and the amendment that has been

         20  suggested is that we keep that area and let's take

         21  care of the rest of the world and all of the

         22  children that are being killed or maimed.

         23                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

         24  Council Member Michels.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I was
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          2  thinking last night, as I am today, about December

          3  7th and what this day means. It is 51 years, if my

          4  mathematics is correct, and I remember well on a

          5  Sunday -- in our lifetimes there are certain events

          6  that we remember, the assassination of John F.

          7  Kennedy, the death of Franklin Roosevelt and the

          8  invasion of Europe and certainly among them is

          9  December 7th. I remember it was a Sunday afternoon,

         10  I was at home listening to the Giant game over the

         11  radio, when it was broken in and they told us about

         12  it.

         13                 And I thought about it once again

         14  when I was out in Hawaii, and I went out to Pearl

         15  Harbor and we stood on the memorial above the

         16  Arizona and were told about the thousands of men

         17  that were still entombed underneath that water and

         18  their sacrifices to themselves and their families.

         19                 We too easily let these days go by.

         20  There are other countries, and I just came from one,

         21  that really take these things to heart and are very

         22  serious about them. December 7th comes and goes, but

         23  we should remember this day above most days, even

         24  though we always remember these days, like

         25  Roosevelt, this is a day that shall live in infamy.
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          2  The fact of the matter is, the United States was

          3  going into pleasant way, we were in splendid

          4  isolation, we were almost ignoring the world in

          5  Europe, we were not involved and this happened to

          6  us. This reversed radically the thinking of the

          7  people of the United States and started World War II

          8  and our involvement in it.

          9                 So, it is really important that we

         10  stop for a moment and remember the events, remember

         11  the people and remember the consequences of this day

         12  in the history, one of the most important days in

         13  the history of the United States.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER: No

         16  additional requests to speak, Mr. Speaker.

         17                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Thank you, my

         18  colleagues. Thank you for your comments. I was just

         19  thinking that as I approach a historic birthday, I

         20  was six years old at the time, and I can't help

         21  thinking about those of us who were six years old

         22  then and those of us, like my grandson who is six

         23  years old now, what a different world it is, and we

         24  take for granted the tremendous changes that have

         25  taken place over the last half century and now our
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          2  children can now grow up without a fear of total

          3  world destruction by world war or by nuclear weapons

          4  as close as it was during all the half century that

          5  has transpired.

          6                 Let's hope that if we go into the

          7  next century, that we can keep the peace not only in

          8  our City, and in our country, but let's hope that

          9  the world has learned, and those of us who have the

         10  memories of the horror of the past, I think it is

         11  very important that we tell our children and our

         12  grandchildren that unless they are vigilant, the

         13  same thing can happen again.

         14                 So, we never can let down our guard,

         15  either in this town or anywhere else in the country.

         16                 At this time I would ask everybody to

         17  rise, and remember, we are going to close our

         18  meeting not only in memory of firefighters who have

         19  lost their lives, and particularly the six,

         20  Lieutenant Thomas Spencer, firefighter; Paul

         21  Brotherton, firefighter; Geramiah Luccie,

         22  firefighter; Timothy Jackson, firefighter; James

         23  Lyons, III, firefighter; Joseph McKirk, who perished

         24  in the warehouse fire while trying to save others'

         25  lives in Worcester, Massachusetts on Saturday,
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          2  December 4th; firefighters in this City and

          3  throughout the country who have lost their lives

          4  trying to save others, and all of those who lost

          5  their lives on December 7th, 1941 and throughout

          6  history, in an effort to preserve others' lives.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 ACTING PUBLIC ADVOCATE SPIGNER:

          9  Adjourned.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 3:11 p.m.)
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          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 7th day of December 1999.
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